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Are	you	tired	of	staring	at	a	blank	page,	struggling	to	analyze	your	characters	effectively?Well,	you're	not	alone!	Let's	face	it,	character	analysis	can	be	a	real	pain	in	the	neck,	especially	for	students.But	fear	not,	because	we've	got	you	covered.	We've	created	a	comprehensive	guide	to	help	you	conduct	character	analysis	like	a	pro!With	our	guide,
you'll	learn	essential	techniques	and	strategies	to	bring	your	characters	to	life	and	make	them	truly	unforgettable.So,	if	you're	ready	to	analyze,	keep	reading!	Understanding	Character	AnalysisCharacter	analysis	is	a	literary	technique	used	to	understand	a	character's	personality,	behavior,	and	motivations.	It	involves	closely	examining	the
character's	actions,	thoughts,	and	relationships	with	other	characters	in	the	story.By	doing	so,	readers	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	character's	role	in	the	story	and	how	they	contribute	to	the	plot's	development.	This	helps	you	better	analyze	and	interpret	literature,	leading	to	a	more	detailed	and	insightful	understanding	of	the	text.So,
character	analysis	is	a	key	component	in	becoming	a	successful	student	of	literature.	Expert	Tip	Want	to	get	started	on	a	literary	analysis?	Check	out	this	comprehensive	guide	on	doing	a	literary	analysis	effectively!	Studying	Different	Types	of	CharactersIn	literature,	there	are	several	different	types	of	characters	that	serve	different	roles	in	a	story.
By	understanding	these	types	of	characters,	you	can	better	analyze	each	character	and	their	purpose	in	the	literary	narrative.Protagonist:	The	protagonist	is	the	main	character	of	the	story,	who	drives	the	plot	forward	and	is	typically	the	character	with	whom	readers	sympathize	or	identify.Antagonist:	The	antagonist	is	the	character	who	opposes	or
causes	conflict	for	the	protagonist.	They	can	be	a	person,	an	organization,	or	an	idea.Dynamic:	A	dynamic	character	is	one	who	undergoes	significant	change	or	growth	throughout	the	story,	often	as	a	result	of	their	experiences.Static:	A	static	character	is	one	who	remains	unchanged	throughout	the	story	and	does	not	undergo	significant	development
or	growth.Stereotype:	A	stereotypical	character	is	one	who	embodies	common,	often	exaggerated,	traits	or	characteristics	associated	with	a	particular	group	or	identity.Supporting:	Supporting	characters	are	those	who	serve	a	secondary	role	in	the	story,	and	often	provide	context	or	help	move	the	plot	forward.By	recognizing	these	different	types	of
characters,	you	can	develop	a	thorough	analysis	of	any	character.	Paper	Due?	Why	Suffer?	That's	our	Job!	How	To	Do	a	Character	Analysis?Analyzing	a	character	involves	several	steps	that	help	you	gain	an	understanding	of	their	overall	purpose	in	the	story.Here	are	some	steps	to	follow	when	conducting	a	character	analysis:Read	the	Text
ThoroughlyTo	analyze	a	character,	it's	important	to	first	have	a	solid	understanding	of	the	story	they're	a	part	of.	Read	the	text	multiple	times,	paying	close	attention	to	details	like	plot,	setting,	and	character	interactions.For	example,	in	"To	Kill	a	Mockingbird,"	a	character	analysis	of	Atticus	Finch	requires	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	novel's
themes	of	racial	prejudice	and	injustice.Take	NotesAs	you	read,	jot	down	notes	on	the	character's	traits,	actions,	and	relationships	with	other	characters.	Look	for	patterns	in	the	character's	behavior	and	interactions,	and	note	any	symbolism	or	metaphors	used	to	describe	the	character.For	example,	in	"The	Great	Gatsby,"	a	Jay	Gatsby	character
analysis	notes	his	flamboyant	personality,	his	love	for	Daisy	Buchanan,	and	the	symbolism	of	the	green	light	across	the	water.Compose	Character	Analysis	QuestionsAfter	taking	notes,	it's	important	to	ask	questions	to	analyze	your	character	from	various	angles.	The	more	you	know	about	them,	the	better	you	will	be	able	to	compose	the	analysis.
These	questions	should	be	specific	to	the	character	and	their	role	in	the	story.Some	examples	of	character	analysis	questions	include:What	does	this	character	want,	and	what	motivates	them	to	achieve	it?How	do	the	character's	actions	and	decisions	impact	the	plot	of	the	story?What	is	the	character's	backstory,	and	how	does	it	shape	their	current
actions	and	beliefs?How	do	the	character's	relationships	with	other	characters	influence	their	development?How	does	the	character	respond	to	conflict	or	challenges?What	are	the	character's	strengths	and	weaknesses,	and	how	do	they	impact	their	actions	and	decisions?How	does	the	character	evolve	or	change	throughout	the	story,	and	what	events
or	experiences	lead	to	this	change?Identify	the	Character's	TraitsA	character's	traits	are	the	qualities	and	characteristics	that	define	them.	Here	you	can	include	physical	attributes	like	appearance	and	mannerisms,	as	well	as	personality	traits	like	kindness,	arrogance,	or	intelligence.For	example,	the	Othello	character	analysis	identifies	his	traits	and
involves	analyzing	his	physical	appearance	and	personality.	Othello	is	tall,	dark-skinned	with	a	strong	build	and	a	deep	voice.	He	is	proud	and	noble	but	also	prone	to	jealousy	and	can	be	easily	manipulated,	leading	to	his	tragic	downfall.Consider	the	Character's	MotivationsUnderstanding	a	character's	motivations	is	key	to	understanding	their
behavior	and	actions	in	the	story.	Ask	questions	like,	"What	drives	this	character?"	and	"What	are	their	goals	and	desires?"For	instance,	in	"An	Inspector	Calls",	Mr	Birling	character	analysis	reveals	that	his	motivations	are	centered	around	maintaining	his	wealth	and	social	status,	leading	him	to	make	decisions	that	harm	others.	Understanding	his
motivations	helps	to	reveal	the	play's	central	themes.Analyze	the	Character's	RelationshipsCharacters	often	reveal	aspects	of	their	personality	through	their	relationships	with	others	in	the	story.	Look	at	how	the	character	interacts	with	other	characters	and	how	these	interactions	impact	the	character's	development	throughout	the	story.In	"Things
Fall	Apart,"	Okonkwo	character	analysis	shows	his	relationships	with	other	characters,	which	reveal	his	fear	of	being	perceived	as	weak,	making	this	analysis	an	essential	component	of	understanding	his	arc	in	the	story.Look	for	SymbolismCharacters	are	often	used	to	represent	larger	themes	or	ideas	in	a	story.	Look	for	symbolism	or	metaphors	used
to	describe	the	character,	and	consider	how	these	relate	to	the	story's	larger	themes	and	messages.For	example,	in	"The	Scarlet	Letter,"	a	character	analysis	of	Hester	Prynne	might	examine	the	symbolism	of	the	scarlet	letter	and	its	impact	on	her	relationships	with	other	characters.Character	Analysis	ExamplesNot	sure	how	to	write	a	great	character
analysis	essay?	Check	out	these	interesting	character	analysis	examples	and	a	worksheet	for	getting	started.Character	Analysis	Worksheet	Character	Analysis	Worksheet	Character	Analysis	of	Joseph	Andrews	Character	Analysis	of	Joseph	Andrews	Character	Analysis	of	Hamlet	Character	Analysis	of	Hamlet	Character	Analysis	of	Pride	and	Prejudice
Character	Analysis	of	Pride	and	Prejudice	Character	Analysis	of	Tess	of	the	D'urbervilles	Character	Analysis	of	Tess	of	the	D'urbervilles	Character	Analysis	of	Oedipus	Rex	Character	Analysis	of	Oedipus	Rex	Character	Analysis	of	Knight	in	Canterbury	Tales	Character	Analysis	of	Knight	in	Canterbury	Tales	Character	Analysis	of	the	Clerk	in	Canterbury
Tales	Character	Analysis	of	the	Clerk	in	Canterbury	Tales	Character	Analysis	of	Hedda	Gabler	Character	Analysis	of	Hedda	Gabler	Character	Analysis	of	Waiting	for	Godot	Character	Analysis	of	Waiting	for	Godot	Character	Analysis	of	Stephen	Dedalus	Character	Analysis	of	Stephen	Dedalus	Character	Analysis	of	Macbeth	Character	Analysis	of
Macbeth	Character	Analysis	of	Heart	of	Darkness	Character	Analysis	of	Heart	of	Darkness	The	Crucible	Character	Analysis	The	Crucible	Character	Analysis	Now	that	you	know	how	to	perform	character	analysis,	it's	time	to	put	what	you've	learned	to	the	test.However,	if	you're	still	struggling	with	analyzing,	you	can	always	turn	to	our	professional
essay	writingto	help	you	out.Our	team	of	experienced	writers	can	craft	an	excellent	character	analysis	that	showcases	your	understanding	of	the	characters.	We	offer	a	range	of	services,	from	writing	and	editing	to	proofreading,	to	ensure	that	your	analysis	is	flawless.You	can	also	try	out	our	AI	essay	writer	to	help	you	with	your	next	character
analysis	assignment!	Caleb	S.	has	extensive	experience	in	writing	and	holds	a	Masters	from	Oxford	University.	He	takes	great	satisfaction	in	helping	students	exceed	their	academic	goals.	Caleb	always	puts	the	needs	of	his	clients	first	and	is	dedicated	to	providing	quality	service.	Caleb	S.	has	extensive	experience	in	writing	and	holds	a	Masters	from
Oxford	University.	He	takes	great	satisfaction	in	helping	students	exceed	their	academic	goals.	Caleb	always	puts	the	needs	of	his	clients	first	and	is	dedicated	to	providing	quality	service.	Capstone	Project	A	Complete	Guide	A	capstone	projectis	sometimesthe...Read	More	Avoid	Errors	in	Term	Papers	Writing	athememay	be	avitaltutorialtaskthat
needscarefuldesigningand...Read	More	Autobiography	vs	Biography	Understandingthe	excellencebetweenautobiography	and	biography	is	crucial	for...Read	More	A	character	analysis	essay	is	a	challenging	type	of	essay	students	usually	write	for	literature	or	English	courses.	In	this	article,	we	will	explain	the	definition	of	character	analysis	and	how	to
approach	it.	We	will	also	touch	on	how	to	analyze	characters	and	guide	you	through	writing	character	analysis	essays.Typically,	this	kind	of	writing	requires	students	to	describe	the	character	in	the	story's	context.	This	can	be	fulfilled	by	analyzing	the	relationship	between	the	character	in	question	and	other	personas.	Although,	sometimes,	giving
your	personal	opinion	and	analysis	of	a	specific	character	is	also	appropriate.Let's	explain	the	specifics	of	how	to	do	a	character	analysis	by	getting	straight	to	defining	what	is	a	character	analysis.	Our	term	paper	writers	will	have	you	covered	with	a	thorough	guide!What	Is	a	Character	Analysis	EssayThe	character	analysis	explains	the	in-depth
personality	traits	and	analyzes	characteristics	of	a	certain	hero.	Mostly,	the	characters	are	from	literature,	but	sometimes	other	art	forms,	such	as	cinematography.	In	a	character	analysis	essay,	your	main	job	is	to	tell	the	reader	who	the	character	is	and	what	role	they	play	in	the	story.	Therefore,	despite	your	personal	opinion	and	preferences,	it	is
really	important	to	use	your	critical	thinking	skills	and	be	objective	toward	the	character	you	are	analyzing.	A	character	analysis	essay	usually	involves	the	character's	relationship	with	others,	their	behavior,	manner	of	speaking,	how	they	look,	and	many	other	characteristics.Although	it's	not	a	section	about	your	job	experience	or	education	on	a
resume,	sometimes	it	is	appropriate	to	give	your	personal	opinion	and	analysis	of	a	particular	character.What	Is	the	Purpose	of	a	Character	Analysis	EssayMore	than	fulfilling	a	requirement,	this	type	of	essay	mainly	helps	the	reader	understand	the	character	and	their	world.	One	of	the	essential	purposes	of	a	character	analysis	essay	is	to	look	at	the
anatomy	of	a	character	in	the	story	and	dissect	who	they	are.	We	must	be	able	to	study	how	the	character	was	shaped	and	then	learn	from	their	life.A	good	example	of	a	character	for	a	character	analysis	essay	is	Daisy	Buchanan	from	'The	Great	Gatsby.'	The	essay	starts	off	by	explaining	who	Daisy	is	and	how	she	relates	to	the	main	character,	Jay
Gatsby.	Depending	on	your	audience,	you	need	to	decide	how	much	of	the	plot	should	be	included.	If	the	entire	class	writes	an	essay	on	Daisy	Buchanan,	it	is	logical	to	assume	everyone	has	read	the	book.	Although,	if	you	know	for	certain	that	your	audience	has	little	to	no	knowledge	of	who	she	is,	it	is	crucial	to	include	as	much	background
information	as	possible.After	that,	you	must	explain	the	character	through	certain	situations	involving	her	and	what	she	said	or	did.	Make	sure	to	explain	to	the	reader	why	you	included	certain	episodes	and	how	they	have	showcased	the	character.	Finally,	summarize	everything	by	clearly	stating	the	character's	purpose	and	role	in	the	story.We	also
highly	recommend	reading	how	to	write	a	hook	for	an	essay.	Need	a	Helping	Hand?	Delegate	your	tasks	to	us!	Get	HelpWhile	preparing	to	analyze	your	character,	make	sure	to	read	the	story	carefully.	Aspect	Questions	to	Ask	Physical	Appearance	What	does	the	character	look	like?	How	do	their	features	or	clothing	reflect	their	personality	or	role?
Thoughts	and	Feelings	What	are	their	inner	thoughts?	How	do	they	feel	about	the	events	happening	around	them?	Dialogue	What	do	they	say?	How	do	their	words	reveal	their	values,	beliefs,	or	emotions?	Relationships	How	do	they	interact	with	others?	What	do	their	relationships	reveal	about	their	character?	Actions	What	do	they	do?	How	do	their
actions	align	with	their	goals	or	values?	Role	in	the	Story	What	is	their	purpose	in	the	narrative?	Are	they	a	protagonist,	antagonist,	or	a	supporting	character?	Changes	and	Growth	How	do	they	change	over	the	course	of	the	story?	What	events	influence	their	growth?	Backstory	What	is	their	history?	How	does	their	past	shape	their	present	actions
and	personality?	How	to	Write	a	Character	Analysis	EssayTo	learn	how	to	write	a	character	analysis	essay	and	gather	a	more	profound	sense	of	truly	understanding	these	characters,	one	must	completely	immerse	themself	in	the	story	or	literary	piece.Take	note	of	the	setting,	climax,	and	other	important	academic	parts.You	must	be	able	to	feel	and
see	through	the	characters.	Observe	how	analysis	essay	writer	shaped	these	characters	into	life.Notice	how	little	or	how	vast	the	character	identities	were	described.Look	at	the	characters'	morals	and	behaviors	and	how	they	have	affected	situations	and	other	characters	throughout	the	story.Finally,	observe	the	characters	whom	you	find
interesting.Meanwhile,	if	you	need	help	writing	a	paper,	leave	us	a	message	'write	my	paper.'How	Do	You	Start	a	Character	Analysis	EssayWhen	writing	a	character	analysis	essay,	first,	you	have	to	choose	a	character	you'd	like	to	write	about.	Sometimes	a	character	will	be	readily	assigned	to	you.	It's	wise	to	consider	characters	who	play	a	dynamic
role	in	the	story.	This	will	captivate	the	reader	as	there	will	be	much	information	about	these	personas.Read	the	StoryYou	might	think	that	if	you	already	have	read	the	book,	there	is	no	need	to	do	so	again;	however,	now	that	you	know	the	character	you	would	like	to	focus	on,	reading	it	again	will	have	plenty	of	benefits.	It	will	give	you	an	opportunity
to	be	more	precise	while	reading	the	scenes	that	relate	directly	to	your	character	and	are	important	for	his/her	analysis.	While	reading	the	book,	pay	attention	to	every	tiny	detail	to	make	sure	you	grasp	the	whole	array	of	your	character's	traits.Consider	the	following	things:What	specific	descriptions	does	the	author	provide	for	each	character?For
example,	when	J.K.	Rowling	describes	Harry	Potter	for	the	first	time,	she	describes	his	clothes	as	old	and	oversized,	his	hair	untidy,	and	his	glasses	as	broken.	It	might	seem	just	like	a	simple	description,	but	she	expresses	compassion	and	pity	for	an	orphan	neglected	by	his	only	relatives.What	kinds	of	relationships	does	your	character	have	with
others?Think	about	how	Harry	builds	up	his	friendships	with	others.	First,	he	and	Ron	do	not	like	Hermione	because	she	acts	like	a	know-it-all,	but	when	she	gets	stuck	in	the	dungeons	with	a	horrendous	troll,	he	rushes	to	save	her	regardless.How	do	the	actions	of	the	character	move	the	plot	forward?In	'The	Philosopher's	Stone,'	Harry	is	very
observant	of	any	events	taking	place	at	school.	He	analyzes	people's	actions,	which	builds	up	the	plot	around	the	stone	and	its	importance	for	the	magical	world.Get	help	with	your	character	analysis	from	our	experts.Choose	a	Dynamic	CharacterChoosing	a	dynamic	character	is	a	great	idea.	This	does	not	necessarily	have	to	be	the	protagonist,	but	a
character	that	undergoes	many	changes	has	grown	throughout	the	story	and	is	not	boring	and/or	static.	This	gives	you	a	perfect	advantage	to	fully	show	the	character	and	make	your	paper	entertaining	and	engaging	for	the	reader.	If	you	choose	a	character	that	is	not	very	dynamic,	your	essay	might	seem	monotonous	because	your	character	will	not
end	up	doing	much	and	will	not	be	very	involved	in	the	story.Take	NotesWhile	you	are	reading,	it	is	useful	to	take	notes	or	highlight/underline	any	of	the	critical	elements	of	the	story.	This	will	add	depth	to	your	character	description(s).	By	providing	vivid	and	specific	examples,	you	connect	your	reader	to	the	character,	and	the	character	comes	alive	in
their	eyes.	Review	your	notes	and	formulate	the	main	idea	about	your	character	when	you're	finished	reading	with	your	character	in	mind.Make	an	initial	draft	while	taking	note	of	the	character	analysis	essay	outline	provided	by	your	instructor.	You	may	follow	the	recommended	character	analysis	essay	format	if	you	have	not	been	provided	with	a
sample.Choose	a	Main	IdeaWhile	reading	the	story,	make	sure	you	keep	track	of	your	notes.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	look	at	them,	choose	the	ones	that	are	the	most	representative	of	your	character	and	find	patterns.	This	will	be	your	thesis.	Then,	you	must	support	this	idea	with	examples	and	situations	involving	your	character.If	your	character	were	Jem
Finch	from	'To	Kill	a	Mockingbird'	by	Harper	Lee,	the	main	idea	would	be	how	his	personal	character	is	shaped	through	racial	conflicts,	social	inequalities,	and	internal	struggles	between	public	opinion,	his	own	views,	and	what	is	actually	right.	Essaypro	offers	you	history	essay	help.	Leave	us	a	notice	if	you	need	to	proofread,	edit,	or	write	your
essay.Character	Analysis	QuestionsNow	that	you	have	jotted	down	some	main	concepts	about	your	character,	here	is	a	list	of	questions	that	can	help	you	fill	in	the	blanks	you	might	still	have:Physical	Traits	and	AppearanceCan	you	picture	what	this	character	looks	like?	What	stands	out	about	their	appearance?Do	their	clothes	or	features	tell	you
anything	about	their	personality?Is	there	something	unique	about	how	they	look	that	makes	them	memorable?Thoughts	and	EmotionsWhat	do	you	think	this	character	really	wants	in	life?	What	drives	them	forward?Are	there	moments	when	they	seem	scared	or	unsure?	What	makes	them	feel	that	way?How	do	they	feel	about	the	people	and	events
around	them?	Do	they	express	their	emotions	openly	or	keep	them	hidden?Behavior	and	ActionsHow	does	this	character	handle	tough	situations?	Do	they	stay	calm	or	panic?Does	what	they	do	match	what	they	say	they	believe?	Why	or	why	not?Are	they	someone	who	takes	bold	steps	or	plays	it	safe?	What	might	explain	their	choices?Dialogue	and
CommunicationHow	does	the	character	talk?	Do	they	sound	confident,	funny,	shy,	or	something	else?What	do	their	words	say	about	their	values	or	emotions?Do	they	use	gestures	or	body	language	that	tells	you	more	about	them?RelationshipsHow	does	this	character	treat	their	friends,	family,	or	rivals?	Do	they	act	differently	with	each?Who	seems	to
influence	them	the	most?	Why	do	you	think	that	person	has	such	an	impact?How	do	their	relationships	shape	who	they	are	or	who	they	become?Backstory	and	HistoryWhats	their	life	story?	Did	anything	in	their	past	shape	the	way	they	act	now?Can	you	think	of	an	event	in	their	past	that	still	affects	them?	How	does	it	show?What	do	you	imagine
theyve	learned	or	carried	from	their	upbringing?Role	in	the	PlotWhy	is	this	character	important	to	the	story?	What	would	happen	without	them?How	do	they	make	things	happen	in	the	story,	for	better	or	worse?Are	they	caught	up	in	the	big	conflict	of	the	story?	If	so,	how?Development	and	GrowthHave	they	changed	since	the	story	began?	How	can
you	tell?What	moments	or	relationships	seem	to	push	them	to	grow	or	change?Do	they	stay	the	same	throughout	the	story,	or	do	they	evolve?	Why	do	you	think	that	is?Motivation	and	ConflictWhat	makes	this	character	do	what	they	do?	Whats	pushing	them	forward?Are	they	wrestling	with	their	own	thoughts	or	feelings?	What	seems	to	trouble	them
the	most?Are	they	in	conflict	with	other	characters	or	society?	How	do	they	handle	it?Themes	and	SymbolismDo	they	seem	to	stand	for	something	bigger,	like	a	theme	or	idea?Are	there	objects	or	symbols	tied	to	this	character	that	hold	meaning?How	does	their	story	tie	into	the	overall	message	of	the	book	or	film?Different	Types	of	CharactersTo
make	it	clear	how	a	reader	learns	about	a	character	in	the	story,	you	should	note	that	several	characters	are	based	on	their	behaviors,	traits,	and	roles	within	a	story.	We	have	gathered	some	of	them,	along	with	vivid	examples	from	famous	literature	and	cinema	pieces:Types	of	CharactersMajor:	These	are	the	main	characters;	they	run	the	story.
Regularly,	there	are	only	one	or	two	major	characters.	Major	characters	are	usually	of	two	types:	the	protagonist	the	good	guy,	and	the	antagonist:	the	bad	guy	or	the	villain.Protagonist(s)	(heroes):	The	main	character	around	whom	most	of	the	plot	revolves.For	example,	Othello	from	Shakespeare's	play,	Frodo	from	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	by	J.R.R.
Tolkien,	Harry	Potter	from	the	Harry	Potter	series	by	J.K.	Rowling,	and	Elizabeth	Bennet	from	'Pride	and	Prejudice'	by	Jane	Austen.Antagonist(s):	This	is	the	person	that	is	in	opposition	to	the	protagonist.	This	is	usually	the	villain,	but	it	could	also	be	a	natural	power,	set	of	circumstances,	majestic	being,	etc.For	example,	Darth	Vader	from	the	Star
Wars	series	by	George	Lucas,	King	Joffrey	from	Game	of	Thrones,	or	the	Wicked	Queen	from	'Snow	White	and	Seven	Dwarfs.'Minor:	These	characters	help	tell	the	major	character's	tale	by	letting	them	interact	and	reveal	their	personalities,	situations,	and/or	stories.	They	are	commonly	static	(unchanging).	The	minor	characters	in	The	Lord	of	the
Rings	by	J.R.R.	Tolkien	would	be	the	whole	Fellowship	of	the	ring.	In	their	own	way,	each	member	of	the	Fellowship	helps	Frodo	get	the	ring	to	Mordor;	without	them,	the	protagonist	would	not	be	a	protagonist	and	would	not	be	able	to	succeed.	In	the	Harry	Potter	series	by	J.K.	Rowling,	minor	characters	are	Ronald	Weasley	and	Hermione	Granger.
They	consistently	help	Harry	Potter	on	his	quests	against	Voldemort,	and,	like	Frodo,	he	wouldn't	have	succeeded	without	them.On	top	of	being	categorized	as	a	protagonist,	antagonist,	or	minor	character,	a	character	can	also	be	dynamic,	static,	or	foil.Dynamic	(changing):	Very	often,	the	main	character	is	dynamic.An	example	would	also	be	Harry
Potter	from	the	book	series	by	J.K.	Rowling.	Throughout	the	series,	we	see	Harry	Potter	noticing	his	likeness	to	Voldemort.	Nevertheless,	Harry	resists	these	traits	because,	unlike	Voldemort,	he	is	a	good	person	and	resists	any	desire	to	become	a	dark	wizard.Static	(unchanging):	Someone	who	does	not	change	throughout	the	story	is	static.	A	good
example	of	a	static	character	is	Atticus	Finch	from	How	to	Kill	a	Mockingbird	by	Harper	Lee.	His	character	and	views	do	not	change	throughout	the	book.	He	is	firm	and	steady	in	his	beliefs	despite	controversial	circumstances.Foils:	These	characters'	job	is	to	draw	attention	to	the	main	character(s)	to	enhance	the	protagonist's	role.A	great	example	of
a	foil	character	is	Dr.	Watson	from	the	Sherlock	Holmes	series	by	Arthur	Conan	Doyle.Character	Analysis	Essay	ExampleRead	our	blogs	Character	Analysis	of	Jem	Finch',	'The	Great	Gatsby	Book	Through	Daisy	Buchanan	Character,'	'Analysis	of	Characters	in	Beowulf,'	or	simply	use	these	character	analysis	essay	examples	to	reference	your	paper.	You
might	also	be	interested	in	a	synthesis	essay	example.Now	that	you	know	what	is	character	analysis,	it	might	be	time	to	choose	a	character	to	write	about.	If	you	find	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	type	'do	my	homework	for	me,'	you	should	contact	our	writers.	You	also	get	a	free	plagiarism	report,	formatting,	and	citing	when	buying	an
essay	from	us!	Examples	of	Character	Analysis	Examples	of	Character	Analysis	Character	Analysis	Essay	OutlineWhen	you're	unsure	how	to	write	a	character	synopsis,	remember	that	creating	a	literary	analysis	outline	is	one	of	the	most	critical	steps.	A	well-constructed	character	analysis	outline	will	keep	your	thoughts	and	ideas	organized.Character
Analysis	Essay	IntroductionMake	the	introduction	to	your	paper	brief	and	meaningful.	It	should	hold	together	your	entire	essay	and	spark	your	audience's	interest.	Write	a	short	description	of	the	character	in	question.	Don't	forget	to	include	a	character	analysis	thesis	statement	which	should	make	a	case	for	the	character's	relevance	within	the
narrative	context.Character	Analysis	Essay	BodySubdivide	your	body	paragraphs	into	different	ideas	or	areas	regarding	the	character.	Look	at	your	professor's	rubric	and	ensure	you'll	be	able	to	tackle	all	the	requirements.	You	should	also	be	provided	with	questions	to	be	answered	to	formulate	your	analysis	better.	The	body	should	answer	the
following	questions:What	is	the	character's	physical	appearance,	personality,	and	background?What	are	the	conflicts	the	character	experiences,	and	how	did	he/she	overcome	them?What	can	we	learn	from	this	character?What	is	the	meaning	behind	the	character's	actions?	What	motivates	him/her?What	does	the	character	do?	How	does	he/she	treat
others?	Is	he/she	fair	or	unjust?What	does	the	character	say?	What	is	his/her	choice	of	words?	Does	he/she	have	a	rich	vocabulary?How	does	the	character	describe	themself?	How	do	others	describe	him/her?What	words	do	you	associate	with	the	character?	Perhaps	a	word	like	'hope,'	'bravery,'	or	maybe	even	'freedom'?Character	Analysis	Essay	Sum
UpIt's	time	to	master	the	secrets	of	how	to	write	character	analysis	essay	conclusions.	Your	ending	should	also	hold	your	ideas	together	and	shape	a	final	analysis	statement.	Mention	things	about	the	character's	conflicts	that	we	could	experience	in	real	life.	Additionally,	you	can	write	about	how	a	character	should've	reacted	to	a	certain	situation.Was
this	helpfull?	Have	you	ever	found	yourself	marveling	at	the	effect	one	character	has	on	a	books	storyline?	What	was	it	about	that	character	that	made	them	so	impactful?	By	conducting	a	character	analysis,	you	can	get	fascinating	insights	into	what	makes	some	of	literatures	most	memorable	characters	tick,	which	will	offer	you	a	deeper
understanding	(and	therefore	greater	appreciation)	of	the	story.	This	exercise	will	also	help	you	develop	empathy,	which	is	one	of	the	most	important	benefits	of	reading	and	writing	fiction.	In	this	post,	well	walk	you	through	the	essential	elements	of	a	thorough	character	analysis,	as	well	as	tips	and	examples	for	writing	your	own.	In	literature,	a
character	analysis	is	when	you	assess	a	character	to	see	what	his	or	her	role	is	in	the	bigger	story.	You	take	a	deep	look	into	their	personality,	traits,	role	in	the	story,	and	the	conflicts	they	go	through.	In	analyzing,	you	need	to	think	in	a	critical	way	by	asking	questions	and	considering	different	perspectives:	When	analyzing	a	character,	ask	yourself:
How	does	this	character	behave?	What	is	his	or	her	personality	type?	What	are	their	motivations?	How	do	they	relate	to	the	other	characters	in	the	story?	Most	of	the	time,	the	author	does	not	directly	name	these	traits,	but	you	can	observe	them	in	the	scenes	that	unfold.	For	example,	in	Gone	With	the	Wind,	the	author	never	calls	Scarlett
manipulative,	but	thats	the	word	that	comes	to	mind	as	we	read	scene	after	scene	of	her	scheming	to	get	what	she	wants.	Some	of	the	areas	you	need	to	look	at	when	it	comes	to	analyzing	a	characters	traits	are:	Motivation:	What	drives	them	to	do	what	they	do?	What	is	their	greatest	dream?	Their	greatest	fear?Actions:	How	do	they	behave?	How	do
they	treat	other	people?	Do	they	think	through	things	carefully,	or	do	they	jump	in	without	a	second	thought?Words:	How	do	they	speak?	Are	their	words	cynical,	sarcastic,	or	bitter,	or	are	they	kind	and	tender?	Do	they	use	a	lot	of	religious	words	or	do	they	use	slang?Others	impressions:	How	do	the	other	characters	see	them?	Are	they	respected,
feared,	or	despised?	Why?Nicknames:	Think	about	the	difference	between	hearing	someone	called	Grumpy	Moe	and	Little	Moe.	What	nicknames	are	attached	to	the	character?	Why	are	they	known	by	that	name?	Is	the	character	a	main,	secondary,	or	minor	player	in	the	story?	Obviously,	main	characters	tend	to	be	more	complex	and	play	a	crucial
role	in	the	story.	They	might	also	undergo	transformations	throughout	the	story.	On	the	other	hand,	minor	characters	might	be	not	change	as	much	since	theyre	not	involved	in	as	many	scenes.	Is	the	character	the	protagonist	or	the	antagonist	in	the	story?	The	protagonist	refers	to	the	main	character	undergoing	the	main	conflict,	which	is	usually
caused	by	the	antagonist	(which	could	be	a	person	or	nonhuman	force).	A	traditional	way	of	telling	the	two	types	of	characters	apart	is	that	the	protagonist	is	the	good	guy	and	the	antagonist	is	the	bad	guy,	except	that	its	not	always	as	clear-cut	as	one	being	good	and	the	other	evil.	They	can	be	complex	combinations	of	good	and	bad	traits;	so	instead,
think	of	the	antagonist	as	the	opposing	force.	Examples	of	protagonists	and	antagonists	are	as	follows:	Little	Red	Riding	Hood:	The	protagonist	is	the	little	girl,	and	the	antagonist	is	the	wolf.Harry	Potter:	The	protagonist	is	Harry	Potter,	the	antagonist	is	Lord	Voldemort.Robinson	Crusoe:	The	protagonist	is	Robinson	Crusoe,	the	antagonist	is	his
environment	in	the	deserted	island.	As	part	of	your	character	analysis,	take	a	look	at	the	conflict	of	the	story.	What	is	the	main	conflict?	How	do	they	respond?	Do	they	grow	stronger,	lose	control,	form	new	relationships,	sever	other	relationships,	or	discover	new	things	about	themselves?	Then,	see	how	the	conflict	and	all	the	events	in	the	plot	affect
your	protagonist,	or	the	character	you	are	analyzing.	Does	it	cause	them	to	grow,	or	do	they	retreat	into	themselves?	A	quick	way	to	find	out	how	something	affects	your	protagonist	is	to	watch	for	verbal	cues,	like,	he	suddenly	realized	or	finally,	she	knew	that	or	it	was	the	first	time	he	ever	Just	like	all	most	essays,	a	character	analysis	often	has	an
introduction,	a	body,	and	a	conclusion:	Introduction:	Introduce	the	character	you	are	writing	about	using	a	good	hook	to	get	your	reader	curious.Body:	In	this	section,	use	a	few	paragraphs	to	describe	the	characters	traits,	their	role,	and	the	transformation	they	undergo	(you	could	write	one	paragraph	for	each	of	the	sections	outlined
above).Conclusion:	Summarize	your	essay	in	this	section,	highlighting	the	most	important	traits	youve	found.	Here	is	an	original	example	of	a	character	analysis	of	Scarlett	OHara	from	Gone	With	the	Wind	by	Margaret	Mitchell:	(Introduction)Anyone	whos	met	Scarlett	OHara	will	surely	look	twice	and	be	drawn	to	her	charm.	But	for	some	reason,	she
doesnt	live	a	happy	domestic	life.	Is	it	because	of	her	attitude?	Is	it	because	of	difficult	circumstances	that	happened	in	her	life?	Is	it	because	of	the	choices	she	made?	In	this	essay,	we	will	find	out	why.(Body)Scarlett	OHara	is	the	main	character	in	the	book,	Gone	With	the	Wind	by	Margaret	Mitchell.	She	is	the	daughter	of	a	rich	landowner	during	the
years	before	the	Civil	War.	In	her	youth,	she	is	the	belle	of	all	the	parties,	with	the	boys	eating	out	of	the	palm	of	her	hand.	But	when	shes	jilted	by	her	long-time	crush,	Ashley,	she	connives	to	make	him	jealous	by	going	with	another	boy,	whom	she	ends	up	marrying	just	before	he	leaves	for	the	war.When	her	husband	dies,	that	impetuous	decision
leaves	Scarlett	a	young	widow	with	a	baby	boy,	itching	for	her	old	life	of	parties	and	dances	and	fun.	This	causes	all	the	neighbors	to	look	at	her	with	disdain,	but	she	doesnt	care.	She	wants	to	enjoy	life.	Thats	when	she	meets	Rhett	Butler,	an	enigmatic	man	who	weaves	in	and	out	of	her	life.	This	shows	us	how	selfish	and	manipulative	she	is,	and	as
we	read,	we	keep	hoping	that	she	will	change.When	the	Civil	War	breaks	out,	Scarlett	volunteers	at	the	hospital	to	tend	wounded	soldiers,	all	the	while	still	pining	for	Ashley,	who	is	now	married	to	a	girl	named	Melanie.	It	appears	that	she	doesnt	really	have	her	heart	in	the	work,	and	was	only	forced	into	it	because	everyone	else	expected	her	to
volunteer.She	and	Melanie	struggle	through	the	effects	of	the	war,	coming	back	to	her	home	only	to	find	it	in	ruins.	The	experience	causes	her	to	swear	never	to	be	poor	again,	and	she	plots	and	finds	a	way	to	marry	a	rich	man	for	his	money.	Once	married,	she	goes	into	business	despite	her	husbands	disapproval,	and	proves	her	wit	and	cunning	for
money-making,	even	at	the	expense	of	being	hated	by	everyone.	Again,	we	see	her	manipulative	attitude	and	the	way	that	she	always	gets	what	she	wants	even	if	it	hurts	other	people.Eventually,	she	marries	Rhett	Butler,	who	discovers	her	continuing	infatuation	with	Ashley,	but	keeps	on	loving	her.	She	keeps	shunning	him	and	longing	for	Ashley.
After	encountering	a	dying	Melanie,	she	realizes	that	she	doesnt	really	love	Ashley	and	has	been	shortchanging	Rhett,	coming	home	to	him	a	changed	womanonly	to	find	that	he	has	finally	given	up	on	her.(Conclusion)Scarlett	OHara	is	a	complex	character,	whose	manipulative	schemes	get	her	into	trouble	again	and	again.	Its	easy	to	sympathize	with
the	troubles	brought	about	by	the	Civil	War,	but	also	just	as	easy	to	hate	her	for	her	selfish	decisions.	Writing	a	character	analysis	is	a	great	way	to	take	a	deeper	look	into	how	a	character	acts	in	a	story,	and	how	their	decisions	move	the	plot	forward.	By	doing	this	analysis,	we	can	also	get	insights	into	the	decisions	we	make	in	our	own	lives	and	the
consequences	that	come	about	because	of	these.	Did	you	find	this	post	helpful?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments	below!	Yen	Cabag	is	the	Blog	Writer	of	TCK	Publishing.	She	is	also	a	homeschooling	mom,	family	coach,	and	speaker	for	the	Charlotte	Mason	method,	an	educational	philosophy	that	places	great	emphasis	on	classic	literature	and	the
masterpieces	in	art	and	music.	She	has	also	written	several	books,	both	fiction	and	nonfiction.	Her	passion	is	to	see	the	next	generation	of	children	become	lovers	of	reading	and	learning	in	the	midst	of	short	attention	spans.	Im	also	going	to	give	you	a	ton	of	examples.	This	post	is	split	into	four	parts	for	easy	navigation:	In	this	post,	Im	going	to
explain	to	you	clearly	and	in	a	step-by-step	way	how	to	conduct	a	character	analysis.	Lets	get	you	started	with	some	really	simple	details	about	what	a	character	analysis	is:	A	Quick	Definition:	A	character	analysis	essay	zooms-in	on	a	character	in	a	book,	movie	or	even	real	life.	It	provides	what	we	sometimes	call	a	sketch	of	a	character.	The	Purpose	of
a	Character	Analysis:	The	purpose	of	a	character	analysis	is	to	reveal	interesting	details	about	the	character	that	might	contain	a	broader	moral	message	about	the	human	condition.	For	example,	Atticus	Finch	is	not	just	a	lawyer	in	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird.	Rather,	he	provides	us	with	a	moral	message	about	the	importance	of	doing	what	you	believe	is
right	even	though	you	know	you	will	likely	fail.	Character	analysis	essays	do	not	have	just	one	format.	However,	let	me	offer	some	advice	that	might	act	as	a	character	analysis	essay	outline	or	checklist	of	possible	things	you	could	discuss:	You	can	start	a	character	analysis	by	providing	a	simple,	clear	description	of	who	your	character	is.	Look	at	some
basic	identity	traits	such	as:	Age	Gender	Race	(if	relevant)	Social	class	(if	relevant)	Protagonist	or	Antagonist?	A	protagonist	is	the	character	who	is	our	central	character	in	the	plot;	the	antagonist	is	often	the	protagonists	opponent	or	challenger.	Major	or	minor	character?	Your	character	might	have	some	really	clearly	identifiable	character	traits.	Its
best	to	highlight	in	your	character	analysis	the	exact	traits	that	this	character	possesses.	Some	common	character	traits	include:	Loyalty	Betrayal	Greed	Passion	Honesty	Innocence	Brutality	Wisdom	Curiosity	I	recommend	you	take	a	moment	to	write	down	what	you	think	the	top	3	to	5	words	are	that	youd	use	to	explain	your	characters	personality
traits.	These	will	be	important	to	discuss	throughout	your	character	analysis.	Sometimes	a	character	may	start	out	with	some	personality	traits,	but	change	over	the	course	of	the	text.	This	is	quite	common;	and	one	clear	example	of	this	is	Lady	Macbeth	she	deteriorates	from	a	cutthroat	power	player	to	a	guilt	ridden	shell	of	a	person	roaming	the	halls
of	the	castle.	This	dramatic	character	change	is	something	that	makes	her	very	interesting,	and	is	worthy	of	discussion!	Does	your	character	have	a	close	relationship	with	a	certain	person	in	the	storyline?	You	might	want	to	discuss	the	characters	relationships	as	a	part	of	your	character	analysis.	These	relationships	may	reveal	some	key	personality
traits	of	your	character.	For	example,	in	Shakespeares	play	Hamlet,	Horatio	is	the	loyal	offsider	to	Hamlet.	Through	his	actions	in	staying	by	Hamlet	through	thick	and	thin,	we	learn	that	he	is	a	deeply	loyal	character.	Examining	the	characters	relationships	with	their	friends	and	foes	therefore	is	very	useful	for	digging	deeper	into	who	this	character
actually	is,	and	what	personality	traits	they	have	when	they	are	put	to	the	test	within	the	narrative.	Another	thing	you	might	want	to	examine	are	the	characters	motivations.	What	do	they	desire	most	in	the	world?	Some	common	motivations	for	characters	in	stories	are:	Power	Friendship	Peace	Money	Fame	Sex	Freedom	A	simple	life	To	serve	others
This	list	really	could	be	endless,	but	I	hope	the	above	examples	give	you	a	bit	of	an	idea	of	the	sorts	of	traits	to	look	out	for.	By	mentioning	and	examining	the	motivations	of	the	character,	we	will	come	closer	and	closer	to	learning	exactly	what	moral	message	this	character	might	be	able	to	tell	us.	Stories	tend	to	have	a	beginning,	a	complication,	and
a	resolution.	The	complication	involves	conflicts	and	challenges	that	need	to	be	overcome.	For	Edmund	in	Narnia,	its	cowardice.	For	Romeo	and	Juliet,	its	the	conflict	between	love	and	family	loyalty.	Heres	some	other	common	conflicts	for	characters:	Whether	to	stay	loyal	to	a	friend;	To	overcome	obstacles	to	love;	To	seek	a	way	out	of	a	challenging
situation;	To	escape	war	or	poverty;	To	persevere	through	imprisonment;	To	overcome	personal	fear	Again,	this	list	is	endless.	Knowing	the	characters	core	conflict	gets	us	even	closer	to	knowing	the	moral	that	the	character	is	trying	to	teach	us.	For	example,	in	Romeo	and	Juliet,	the	challenge	of	Romeo	and	Juliet	being	together	despite	their	families
objections	teaches	us	something.	Personally,	I	believe	it	teaches	us	the	importance	of	letting	go	of	old	grudges	in	order	to	let	love	bloom.	This	moral	lesson	was	taught	to	us	through	conflict:	namely,	the	conflict	that	Romeo	and	Juliet	were	right	in	the	center	of.	Sometimes	a	character	has	an	epiphany.	This	often	happens	towards	the	end	of	the	story
and	helps	the	character	overcome	the	challenge	or	conflict	that	we	discussed	in	the	point	above.	Heres	an	example	of	an	epiphany:	In	the	Lion	King,	Simba	runs	away	from	his	tribe	to	live	in	exile.	After	a	chance	encounter	with	his	childhood	friend	Nala,	he	has	an	epiphany	that	he	has	a	duty	to	his	tribe.	This	leads	him	back	home	to	fight	Scar	and
return	freedom	to	Pride	Rock.	Not	all	characters	have	an	epiphany.	But,	if	they	do,	I	strongly	encourage	you	to	write	about	it	in	your	character	analysis.	Finally,	conclude	by	examining	the	moral	message	behind	the	character.	Nearly	every	character	has	something	to	teach	the	reader.	Authors	put	a	lot	of	thought	into	creating	complex	characters	with
whom	we	can	relate.	We	relate	to	the	character	and	say	wow,	they	taught	me	a	lesson	about	something!	The	lesson	might	be	something	like:	Money	doesnt	buy	happiness;	Loyalty	to	family	comes	above	all	else;	Love	gives	life	meaning;	Honesty	is	always	the	best	policy	This	is	the	core	of	your	character	analysis	essay.	If	you	can	pick	out	exactly	what
moral	message	the	character	teaches	you,	youll	be	well	on	your	way	to	writing	a	strong	character	analysis.	Below	Im	going	to	give	you	some	examples	to	help	you	out.	I	know	it	can	be	hard	to	really	get	your	head	around	a	character,	so	sometimes	the	best	thing	is	to	look	at	some	samples!	Most	times	when	we	create	a	character	analysis,	were
exploring	the	deeper	moral	stories	/	aspects	of	humanity.	Heres	some	example	ideas.	Ive	tried	to	outline	in	less	than	a	paragraph	exactly	what	your	key	point	will	be	about	each	character:	Atticus	Finch	from	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird:	A	character	who	teaches	us	a	lesson	about	standing	up	for	whats	right,	even	if	you	know	youre	likely	to	lose.	Huckleberry
Finn	from	Huckleberry	Finn:	A	character	who	reveals	our	inner	desire	for	freedom	from	the	elements	of	society	that	constrain	us.	Dudley	from	Harry	Potter:	A	character	whose	personality	tells	us	a	cautionary	tale	of	the	perils	of	middle-class	narcissism,	parents	desire	to	wrap	their	children	in	cotton	wool,	and	the	lack	of	discipline	we	perceive	in
contemporary	childhoods.	Jack	from	Lord	of	the	Flies:	A	character	who	represents	the	innate	desire	for	power	that	seems	to	lurk	not	too	far	from	the	surface	of	the	human	condition.	When	social	structures	are	stripped	away,	he	quickly	reverts	to	violence	and	superstition	to	assert	control	over	his	peers.	Lady	Macbeth	from	Macbeth:	Lady	Macbeth
teaches	us	a	valuable	lesson	about	the	perils	of	contravening	our	own	morality.	She	starts	out	a	cutthroat	killer	but	is	increasingly	consumed	by	the	guilt	of	her	own	actions.	While	we	may	be	able	to	escape	full	punishment	from	outside	forces,	it	is	the	inner	guilt	that	might	eat	us	away	to	our	last.	The	Boy	who	Cried	Wolf:	The	boy	who	cried	wolf	is	a
character	whose	fatal	flaw	is	his	desire	for	attention	and	adulation.	His	repeated	attempts	at	gaining	the	attention	of	others	leads	the	townspeople	to	no	longer	take	him	seriously,	which	causes	him	harm	when	he	actually	needs	the	villagers	to	take	him	seriously	to	save	his	life.	He	teaches	us	the	virtue	of	honest	and	humility.	Nick	Carraway	from	the
Great	Gatsby:	Nick	shows	us	all	the	inner	conflict	between	the	trappings	of	wealth,	glamor	and	spectacle;	and	the	desire	for	simplicity,	honesty	and	community.	He	is	drawn	by	the	dazzling	world	of	East	Egg,	New	York,	but	by	the	end	of	the	novel	sees	live	in	East	Egg	as	shallow	and	lacking	the	moral	depth	of	his	former	life	in	small	town	Minnesota.
Alice	from	Alice	in	Wonderland:	In	many	ways,	Alice	represents	the	child	within	all	of	us.	She	is	a	character	of	goodwill	to	all	and	who	looks	upon	the	world	(or,	rather,	Wonderland)	with	awe.	Travelling	with	a	cadre	of	flawed	characters,	she	learns	with	them	the	importance	of	seeking	strength	from	within.	The	Nurse	in	Romeo	and	Juliet:	Like	many
Shakespearian	characters,	the	nurses	role	is	both	as	loyal	confidante	to	a	central	character	and	comic	relief.	Shakespeare	uses	minor	characters	to	regale	his	crowd	and	sustain	viewer	interest	between	scenes.	Lucy	in	The	Lion,	the	Witch	and	the	Wardrobe:	Lucy	represents	a	surprising	character	whose	youthfulness	and	small	stature	make	her	an
underrated	character	by	all	around	her.	Nonetheless,	she	possesses	within	the	bravery	and	loyalty	necessary	to	carry	out	the	quest	for	Aslan.	Lucy	represents	the	goodness	in	children	and,	by	extension,	all	of	mankind.	Anne	in	Anne	of	Green	Gables:	Anne	occupies	the	typical	literary	role	of	young	girls	in	many	classical	novels:	she	represents
innocence	and	wonder,	and	her	contraventions	of	rules	are	seen	through	a	prism	of	childhood	innocence.	This	frames	Anne	not	as	a	deviant	but	as	a	precious	soul.	Simba	from	The	Lion	King:	Simbas	story	follows	his	struggle	with	growing	up,	embracing	his	destiny	and	duty	to	his	family,	or	fleeing	towards	freedom	and	a	no	worries	lifestyle.	Simba
flees	Pride	Rock	and	goes	through	an	existential	crisis	with	his	existentialist	friends	Timon	and	Pumba.	When	he	runs	into	an	old	childhood	friend,	he	realizes	how	shallow	his	new	carefree	life	has	become	and	reflects	upon	his	obligation	to	his	community	back	home.	Woody	from	Toy	Story:	Woody	starts	out	Andys	favorite	toy,	but	when	Andy	gets	a
new	flashier	toy,	Woodys	status	amongst	the	toys	falls	apart.	Woodys	key	character	challenge	is	to	learn	to	be	humble	and	inclusive	living	within	the	group.	By	the	end	of	the	movie,	Woody	realizes	his	duty	to	love	and	serve	Andy	is	more	important	than	his	own	status	within	the	group.	Feel	free	to	use	this	brainstorming	template	to	get	you	started
with	your	character	analysis	essay.	I	recommend	filling	out	as	many	of	these	key	points	as	you	can,	but	remember	sometimes	you	might	have	to	skip	some	of	these	points	if	theyre	not	relevant	to	your	character.	Once	youve	brainstormed	the	ideas	in	Table	1,	follow	the	character	analysis	essay	outline	in	Table	2	to	stay	on	track	for	your	character
analysis	essay.	Do	remember	though	that	each	assignment	will	be	different	and	you	should	adjust	it	based	on	your	teachers	requirements.	Heres	Table	1,	which	is	a	brainstorming	template	for	your	character	analysis	essay:	QuestionYour	Thoughts1.	What	is	the	characters:	Age	Gender	Race	Social	Class2.	What	sort	of	character	are	they:	A	protagonist
An	antagonist	Major	character	Minor	character3.	What	are	the	characters	major	personality	traits?	Try	to	come	up	with	five.	Here	are	some	examples:	Loyalty	greed	honesty	dishonesty	fearful4.	What	are	the	characters	key	relationships	to	other	characters?	Here	are	some	examples:	Best	friend	to	the	protagonist	love	interest	daughter	heir	apparent
mother5.	What	are	the	characters	motivations?	Some	examples:	Love	power	revenge	greed6.	What	conflicts	or	challenges	does	the	character	face?	Some	examples:	Overcoming	loss	learning	a	lesson	defeating	an	adversity	passing	a	test	completing	a	quest7.	What	epiphanies	and	/	or	moral	message	does	the	character	teach	us?	Some	examples:	Money
doesnt	buy	happiness	power	corrupts	love	conquers	all	do	not	lie	And	heres	Table	2,	which	is	an	example	character	analysis	essay	outline.	This	is	for	a	1500	word	character	analysis	essay.	Change	the	word	count	according	to	how	long	your	essay	should	be:	Introduction	(150	words)Explain:	Who	the	character	is;	What	text	they	are	from;	What	you	are
going	to	discuss(See	also	my	post	on	writing	the	perfect	essay	introduction)Characters	Key	Personality	Traits	(400	words)Show:	What	the	characters	key	personality	traits	are;	Scenes	/	chapters	where	the	characters	traits	are	revealed;	How	/	if	the	characters	personality	traits	change	throughout	the	storyCharacters	Role	in	the	Story	(400
words)Show:	The	characters	motivations;	The	characters	central	conflicts	and	challengesCharacters	Moral	Message	(400	words)Show:	If	the	character	has	an	epiphany;	What	moral	messages	the	character	can	teach	usEssay	Conclusion	(150	words)Summarize:	The	characters	personality;	The	characters	role	in	the	story;	The	characters	moral
message(See	also	my	post	on	writing	the	perfect	essay	conclusion)	Read	Also:	39	Better	Ways	to	Write	In	Conclusion	in	an	Essay	Character	analyses	can	be	really	tough.	You	need	to	know	your	character	really	well.	You	might	even	need	to	re-read	(or	watch)	your	book	or	movie	a	few	times	over	to	get	to	know	the	character	really	well.	I	recommend
when	you	re-read	or	re-watch	the	text	before	you	write	your	character	analysis,	have	the	checklist	I	provided	above	handy	and	take	notes.	Then,	use	the	essay	outline	I	provided	above	to	put	all	of	those	notes	together	into	a	clear	and	thorough	final	character	analysis	essay.	When	studying	literature,	you	will	be	asked	to	write	about	the	characters	in
stories,	plays,	and	novels.	Most	people	find	it	easy	to	describe	characters	that	is,	what	they	look	like	and	what	they	do	in	the	story.	But	it	is	much	more	difficult	to	analyse	them.	Thats	because	analysing	characters	in	fiction	requires	not	only	insight	into	human	behaviour	but	also	the	ability	to	make	moral	assessments	about	their	psychology,
motivations,	and	the	consequences	of	their	behaviour.	This	skill	distinguishes	an	academic	study	of	literature	from	casual	leisure	reading.You	need	to	know	how	fictional	characters	have	been	constructed	by	the	author.	After	all,	the	very	nature	of	a	literary	character	is	that	it	is	a	fictional	construct.	Its	an	account	of	somebody	who	doesnt	exist	in	real
life,	but	has	been	created	by	words	written	on	paper.	The	character	is	imaginary,	but	if	the	author	has	been	successful,	we	think	of	these	characters	as	if	they	were	real	people.	This	attitude	is	described	as	a	suspension	of	disbelief:	that	is,	we	are	temporarily	willing	to	believe	that	the	character	and	the	story	are	like	real	people.Eugene
OneginCharacter	analysis	also	requires	the	ability	to	understand	the	complex	relationship	between	fiction	and	real	life	a	skill	which	requires	a	fairly	mature	reading	experience.	Fortunately,	most	people	have	been	exposed	to	fictional	narratives	from	an	early	age,	and	will	already	be	experienced	readers	by	the	time	they	are	asked	to	make	such
analyses.	What	is	a	fictional	character?A	fictional	character	is	somebody	in	an	imaginative	literary	work	created	by	an	author.	The	character	could	be	Peter	Rabbit,	David	Copperfield,	Macbeth,	or	Madame	Bovary.	In	other	media,	it	could	be	Luke	Skywalker	(feature	film),	Donald	Duck	(cartoon),	Dan	Dare	(comic),	Super	Mario	(computer	game),	or
someone	from	The	Archers	(radio).What	we	can	know	about	a	character	in	fiction	depends	almost	entirely	on	what	the	author	decides	to	tell	us.	Authors	normally	create	characters	using	any	number	of	devices.	They	might	reveal	to	us	their	nametheir	physical	appearancehow	they	dresshow	they	behavewhat	they	think	and	feelwhat	they	say	The
composition	of	a	characterAuthors	are	at	liberty	to	combine	these	elements	in	whatever	way	they	choose.	They	may	give	different	levels	of	emphasis	to	any	of	these	options.	There	are	no	fixed	rules	they	must	follow,	but	the	outcome	must	be	a	coherent	piece	of	characterisation.Charles	Dickens	for	instance	went	to	a	lot	of	trouble	to	give	his	characters
unusual	and	memorable	names	Uriah	Heep,	Lady	Honoria	Deadlock,	Josia	Tulkinghorn,	and	Inspector	Bucket	for	instance.	At	the	other	extreme,	the	Czech	writer	Franz	Kafka	reduced	his	most	famous	protagonist	to	the	single	letter	K,	with	no	first	name	or	surname	at	all.Some	characters	are	memorable	because	of	the	way	they	are	depicted	visually.
For	instance,	Miss	Havisham	in	Great	Expectations	has	shut	herself	away	in	an	old	house	for	years	and	years	wearing	the	wedding	dress	she	wore	on	the	day	she	was	jilted	at	the	altar.	She	is	described	as	a	cross	between	a	waxwork	and	a	skeleton.The	fictional	character	might	have	a	peculiar	way	of	speaking,	or	a	physical	habit	that	becomes	easily
recognisable.	Mrs	Malaprop	in	Sheridans	play	The	Rivals	is	memorable	because	she	often	uses	the	wrong	word	in	her	statements.	She	says	promise	to	forget	this	fellow	to	illiterate	him,	I	say,	quite	from	your	memory	when	of	course	she	means	obliterate.	This	characteristic	is	so	easily	recognisable	that	her	name	has	been	attached	to	that	particular
mis-use	of	language	ever	since	malapropism.The	good	thing	about	this	fictional	technique	is	that	it	helps	to	fix	the	character	in	the	audiences	mind.	Its	weakness	as	a	technique	is	that	it	can	reduce	the	character	to	no	more	than	a	verbal	tic.Some	fictional	characters	are	not	given	any	name	at	all,	and	we	know	nothing	about	their	appearance.	Fyodor
Dostoyevskis	Notes	from	Underground	features	a	character	whose	name	we	dont	know,	and	whose	appearance	is	never	described.	All	we	are	told	is	what	the	character	thinks	which	is	a	torrent	of	existential	rage	against	the	world.So	there	are	no	fixed	rules	for	the	creation	of	fictional	characters.	Authors	are	free	to	tell	us	anything	they	wish	about	the
characters	they	create.	As	readers	we	can	merely	hope	that	they	are	at	least	convincing	or	at	best	memorable.	However,	you	need	to	be	able	to	explain	the	mechanisms	used	to	achieve	this	effect.	How	to	analyse	a	characterYou	can	think	of	character	analysis	as	a	three	part	process.	If	you	are	a	beginner,	it	will	be	safest	to	write	about	these	parts
separately.	If	you	are	more	experienced,	the	parts	may	be	combined	though	you	will	still	need	to	give	your	writing	some	structure.First	identify	the	characterSecond	describe	the	characterThird	explain	the	characterIdentifyIn	the	first	part	of	the	process	you	are	merely	choosing	the	character	you	wish	to	write	about.	In	many	literary	studies	courses
the	character	will	be	chosen	for	you	by	a	question	set	for	an	essay	or	term	paper.	It	is	important	to	choose	a	character	who	is	genuinely	significant	and	who	plays	a	dramatic	part	in	the	story.Part	of	identifying	a	character	is	knowing	their	importance	in	the	story.	You	will	probably	have	no	difficulty	in	distinguishing	important	characters	(the
protagonist	or	most	significant	character	for	instance)	from	lesser	or	secondary	characters.DescribeIn	the	second	part	of	the	process	you	are	locating	the	character	within	the	story	and	giving	an	overview	of	what	part	they	play	in	its	events.	The	term	describe	implies	that	you	can	consider	the	character	in	isolation,	and	give	a	surface	account	of	their
presence	in	the	story.	You	do	not	have	to	look	under	the	surface	to	discuss	any	of	their	psychological	motivation	at	this	stage.ExplainIn	the	third	part	you	will	give	an	account	of	the	character	in	relation	to	other	people	in	the	story	or	the	play.	You	should	explain	what	motivates	the	character,	what	the	significance	of	their	actions	might	be,	and	how
they	relate	to	other	characters	in	the	story	or	the	theme	of	the	work	in	general.	At	this	stage	you	might	also	say	something	about	their	role	in	the	story	from	an	artistic	point	of	view.	That	is,	the	role	of	the	character	in	relationship	to	the	events	of	the	narrative.	Studying	Fiction	is	an	introduction	to	the	basic	concepts	and	technical	terms	you	need	when
making	a	study	of	stories	and	novels.	It	shows	you	how	to	understand	literary	analysis	by	explaining	its	elements	one	at	a	time,	then	showing	them	at	work	in	short	stories	which	are	reproduced	as	part	of	the	book.	Topics	covered	include	setting,	characters,	story,	point	of	view,	symbolism,	narrators,	theme,	construction,	metaphors,	irony,	prose	style,
tone,	and	interpretation.	The	book	also	contains	self-assessment	exercises,	so	you	can	check	your	understanding	of	each	topic.	Best-selling	title,	written	by	the	author	of	these	web	pages.	Buy	the	book	at	Amazon	UK	Buy	the	book	at	Amazon	US	Character	analysis	exampleIdentifyJoe	Gargery	in	Great	Expectations	is	very	significant	as	a	character.	He
acts	as	a	formative	influence	on	Pip;	he	is	unwavering	in	his	support	for	him	throughout	the	novel;	and	he	is	instrumental	in	rescuing	Pip	from	moral	shoddiness	in	the	final	parts	of	the	novel.DescribeJoe	is	married	to	Pips	elder	sister	and	is	therefore	technically	his	brother-in-law;	but	he	acts	very	much	as	a	protective	father-figure	during	Pips	early
life.	Joe	is	naive,	sometimes	unconsciously	comic,	hard	working	and	loving.ExplainJoe	represents	the	simple	good	nature	that	Dickens	contrasts	with	Pips	self-seeking	complexity.	His	role	as	a	constant	in	Pips	life	throws	into	sharp	relief	Pips	plunge	into	increasing	bad	faith.	The	character	of	Joe	is	used	as	a	fixed	point	by	which	we	can	trace	Pips
downfall	and	finally	his	moral	redemption	and	recovery.	Joe	is	also	a	comic	foil	against	Mrs	Joes	violent	behaviour	as	his	termagant	wife.There	is	also	a	complex	element	in	Joes	child-like	characterisation	in	relation	to	his	wife	Mrs	Joe.	He	tolerates	and	never	challenges	his	wifes	abusive	behaviour	towards	both	himself	and	her	young	brother	Pip.
Narrative	perspectiveThus	far	we	have	basic	information	about	a	fictional	character	which	we	might	call	characteristics.	But	in	addition,	the	author	might	provide	any	of	the	following	information	as	well.what	the	author	thinks	about	themwhat	other	characters	think	about	themwhat	happens	to	themThis	does	not	obtain	so	much	in	plays,	where	the
author	normally	prescribes	the	appearance	of	characters	and	what	they	say	but	nothing	else.	The	point	of	view	or	perspective	in	this	case	is	provided	by	the	director	of	the	play,	in	deciding	how	the	play	will	be	presented	and	how	the	characters	will	behave	on	stage.In	narrative	fiction	(novels	and	stories)	you	are	likely	to	be	presented	with	information
about	characters	from	a	number	of	different	sources	from	the	author,	from	other	characters,	possibly	from	a	narrator,	and	of	course	from	the	characters	themselves.	Not	all	these	items	of	information	carry	equal	weight,	and	you	will	need	to	make	careful	discriminations	in	making	your	judgements.	Stock	charactersWhat	is	a	stock	character?	Its	a
fictional	creation	that	is	a	recognisable	type	who	occurs	in	lots	of	other	stories.	This	is	whats	called	a	stereotype.	Here	are	some	examples	you	will	recognise:the	miserthe	mysterious	strangerthe	wicked	stepmotherthe	absent-minded	professorthe	whore	with	a	heart	of	goldthe	damsel	in	distressthe	hard	boiled	detectivethe	femme	fatalethe	gentleman
thiefNew	stereotypes	are	being	created	all	the	time	and	may	be	generated	by	new	genres	of	fiction	from	film,	television,	and	other	media,	as	well	as	from	the	traditional	literary	genres	of	story,	novel,	and	play.	Two	and	three-dimensional	charactersThe	term	two-dimensional	character	is	used	as	an	expression	of	negative	criticism	to	label	a	character
who	always	behaves	in	the	same	way,	and	does	not	change	or	grow	as	a	result	of	the	events	in	the	story.	They	are	sometimes	referred	to	as	cardboard	or	flat	characters	as	being	flimsy,	undeveloped,	and	not	particularly	credible.It	is	a	term	used	in	contradistinction	to	a	three-dimensional	character	which	is	used	to	describe	fictional	characters	who



have	the	depth	and	complexities	of	real	human	beings,	and	are	therefore	deemed	more	successful	creations.This	third	dimension	might	be	the	capacity	to	change	as	a	result	of	events	in	the	story;	it	might	be	the	successful	depiction	of	contradictory	beliefs	and	behaviour;	or	it	might	be	acting	on	an	irrational	impulse	something	which	human	beings	are
doing	all	the	time.For	instance,	in	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	Sydney	Carton	is	a	cynical	and	alcoholic	barrister	who	acts	in	a	self-indulgent	and	disreputable	manner	throughout	the	majority	of	the	novel.	But	at	the	end	of	story	he	takes	another	mans	place	at	the	guillotine	an	act	of	self-sacrifice	which	atones	for	all	his	past	wrongdoings.	Dickens	makes	the
change	of	character	credible,	and	Cartons	last	words	(his	thoughts)	have	become	famous:	It	is	a	far,	far	better	thing	that	I	do,	than	I	have	ever	done;	it	is	a	far,	far	better	rest	that	I	go	to	than	I	have	ever	known.	Dubious	charactersSuccessfully	realised	characters	are	not	necessarily	likeable	or	even	decent.	Authors	are	at	liberty	to	create	characters
who	are	flawed,	and	they	might	still	be	attractive	or	memorable..Fagin	in	Oliver	Twist	is	a	grizzly	old	rogue	who	runs	a	childrens	criminal	gang.	He	mistreats	the	members	of	the	gang,	tells	lies,	and	is	partly	responsible	for	the	death	of	an	innocent	woman	(Nancy).	Despite	all	these	negative	characteristics,	he	is	so	vividly	portrayed	by	Dickens	that	he
remains	a	standout	and	very	memorable	figure	in	the	novel.Some	characters	might	be	likeable	even	though	they	commit	reprehensible	acts.	Vladimir	Nabokovs	protagonist	Humbert	Humbert	in	Lolita	is	attractively	clever	and	very	amusing,	even	though	he	abducts	and	sexually	abuses	a	teenage	girl	and	murders	his	rival,	Claire	Quilty.	But	the	first-
person	account	of	events	Humbert	delivers	is	so	full	of	jokes	and	witty	observations	of	American	life,	that	we	tend	to	overlook	his	flaws.	Providing	evidenceA	detailed	character	analysis	depends	on	a	close	reading	of	the	text,	coupled	with	an	understanding	of	the	character.	It	also	requires	evidence	drawn	from	the	text	to	support	any	argument	about
the	character.It	is	not	enough	to	say	that	you	dont	like	a	character,	or	disapprove	of	something	they	do	in	the	story.	What	you	are	doing	is	closer	to	showing	that	you	understand	what	the	author	is	trying	to	demonstrate	to	the	reader.	This	is	the	reason	that	it	is	necessary	to	understand	the	literary	techniques	by	which	characters	are	created.	Roy
Johnson	2014	More	on	How-ToMore	on	literary	studiesMore	on	writing	skills	Before	we	dive	into	the	details	of	how	to	write	a	great	character	analysis	lets	make	sure	we	on	the	same	page	by	looking	at	the	character	analysis	definition.	A	character	analysis	is	a	written	body	of	work	that	analyzes	the	qualities	and	traits	of	a	specific	character.	These
characters	are	primarily	from	literary	works,	but	can	also	be	from	cinema	and	television.	The	purpose	of	a	character	analysis	is	to	dissect	the	various	intricacies	of	a	character	and	their	role	within	a	story.	A	character	analysis	should	focus	on	the	quality	and	function	of	a	character	in	a	story	rather	than	on	personal	opinions	on	how	the	writer	might
feel	about	the	character.	A	character	analysis	should	dissect	various	types	of	characterization	from	the	writer	of	the	character	to	form	a	well-rounded	analysis.ProtagonistAntagonistDynamicStaticFirst	and	foremost,	its	important	to	identify	the	type	of	character	you're	writing	about.	To	identify	the	character	type	of	your	analysis	here	are	two	questions
that	are	important	to	address:	What	is	their	function	in	the	story?	And	how	do	they	change	or	not	change	throughout	the	story?How	to	Do	a	Character	AnalysisDetermine	the	characters	functionA	characters	function	in	a	story	is	incredibly	important	to	understand	because	it	gives	context	as	to	why	the	writer	made	specific	choices	around	the
character	such	as	their	goals,	behavior,	and	even	outward	appearance.Depending	on	a	characters	function	in	the	story	they	will	fall	under	one	of	the	following	types:	protagonist,	antagonist,	foil,	or	mentor.ProtagonistA	protagonist	is	a	character	who	pushes	a	story	forward.	He	or	she	is	also	the	central	force	of	the	story.	Here's	a	video	where	break
down	the	main	types.Derived	from	the	Greek	words	prtos	and	agnists,	protagonist	quite	literally	translates	to	first	actor.	In	the	Harry	Potter	series,	Harry	Potter	is	the	protagonist.AntagonistAn	antagonist	is	the	force	of	a	story	that	the	protagonist	contends	with;	whether	it	be	human,	natural	or	supernatural.	Every	protagonist	needs	an	antagonistic
force.	Here	is	a	quick	rundown	on	antagonists.Derived	from	the	Greek	word	agonizesthai,	antagonist	literally	translates	to	English	as	to	contend	with.	In	the	Harry	Potter	series,	"He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named"	is	the	antagonist.	Alright	well	say	it	for	clarity	Lord	Voldemort.FoilA	foil	character	is	a	fictional	character	that	serves	to	expose	something
intrinsic	in	another	character.	Oftentimes,	the	thing	that	is	exposed	is	a	character	folly,	like	cowardice	or	greed.In	the	Harry	Potter	series,	Draco	Malfoy	is	often	Harrys	foil.MentorA	mentor	is	a	character	that	serves	a	guide	and/or	teacher	for	the	storys	protagonist.	The	mentor	is	an	integral	component	of	Joseph	Cambells	heros	journey	story
structure.In	the	Harry	Potter	series,	Albus	Dumbledore	is	Harrys	mentor.How	to	Write	a	Character	AnalysisAnalyze	the	characters	developmentThis	second	question	will	help	you	write	a	better	character	analysis	because	it	addresses	whether	or	not	your	character	changes	or	does	not	change	over	the	course	of	the	story.Static	characterA	static
character	is	a	character	that	does	not	undergo	any	significant	internal	change	over	the	course	of	a	story.	Throughout	a	story,	a	static	character	largely	remains	the	same	and	does	not	grow	or	develop	in	a	substantial	way.Watch	our	character	analysis	of	Marty	McFly	and	his	"flat	arc"	for	a	great	example	of	a	character	who	doesn't	change.A	dynamic
character	is	a	character	that	undergoes	significant	internal	change	over	the	course	of	a	story.	This	change	can	happen	subtly	and	gradually	throughout	the	story	and	can	be	a	change	for	better	or	worse.	This	is	a	character	who	often	learns	a	lesson	or	changes	in	beliefs	or	principles.For	a	few	examples	that	will	drive	home	the	differences	between
dynamic	and	static	characters,	check	out	this	video	breakdown	below.Understanding	what	a	characters	function	is	and	what	their	development	is	over	time	will	help	you	determine	the	focus	point	of	your	character	development	analysisWhen	learning	how	to	write	a	character	analysis	choosing	a	focus	point	is	important	for	creating	a	thoughtful,	and
poignant	analysis.	Without	a	solid	focus,	you	run	the	risk	of	writing	a	character	synopsis	and	regurgitating	facts	and	details	the	reader	already	knows	about	the	character.To	reverse	engineer	a	focus	point	in	your	character	analysis,	ask	yourself	what	the	reader	can	learn	from	this	character	from	a	writers	perspective?	Is	this	character	a	complex	hero?
What	makes	this	character	memorable	or	iconic?In	the	video	below,	we	analyze	the	character	Anton	Chigurh	from	No	Country	for	Old	Men	and	focus	on	what	makes	Chigurh	the	perfect	antagonist.It	can	be	difficult	to	land	on	the	focus	point	of	your	character	analysis	right	away.	This	is	why	it	is	important	to	first	analyze	the	function	of	your	character
and	their	development	throughout	the	story.In	this	process,	you	will	find	what	makes	this	character	unique	and	what	readers	can	take	away	from	your	analysis.How	to	Do	a	Character	AnalysisAnalyzing	characterizationOnce	you	have	your	focus	point,	its	time	to	gather	evidence	and	support	for	your	thesis.	These	pieces	of	support	will	derive	from	the
characterization.Characterization	is	the	process	through	which	an	artist	communicates	character	to	an	audience.	In	writing,	characterization	is	achieved	through	dialogue,	actions,	and	descriptions.	There	is	both	direct	characterization	and	indirect	characterization.	To	help	you	analyze	these	two	types	of	characterization,	lets	break	them	down.Direct
characterization	is	surface	level	characterization.	Its	simply	the	overt	information	were	given	about	a	character,	such	as	what	they	look	like,	what	their	job	is,	and	what	they	appear	to	others.	Many	literary	scholars	describe	this	type	of	characterization	as	what	were	told	about	a	character.An	example	of	this	can	be	found	in	The	Old	Man	and	the	Sea	by
Ernest	Hemingway.	Hemingway	uses	direct	characterization	to	describe	the	main	character	writing	Everything	about	him	was	old	except	his	eyes	and	they	were	the	same	color	as	the	sea	and	were	cheerful	and	undefeated.Indirect	characterizationIndirect	characterization,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	subtype	of	characterization	thats	defined	by	showing
rather	than	telling.	It	is	an	important	technique	used	by	writers	for	developing	nuanced	characters.	It	is	primarily	utilized	through	what	the	character	says,	thinks,	and	does.A	common	acronym	for	indirect	characterization	is	STEAL	which	refers	to	speech,	thinks,	effect,	action,	and	looks.	These	details	often	come	from	dialogue,	goals,	desires,	and	the
history	or	background	of	the	character.An	example	of	indirect	characterization	can	be	found	in	Harper	Lees	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird.	Harper	writes,	First	of	all,	he	said,	if	you	can	learn	a	simple	trick,	Scout,	youll	get	along	a	lot	better	with	all	kinds	of	folks.	You	never	really	understand	a	person	until	you	consider	things	from	his	point	of	view	[]	until	you
climb	into	his	skin	and	walk	around	in	it.As	you	continue	to	flesh	out	and	write	your	character	analysis	you	may	hit	some	road	blocks.	A	valuable	tool	to	overcome	these	roadblocks	are	questions.	Try	to	think	of	the	character	that	you	are	analyzing	as	a	person	that	actually	exists	that	you	are	interviewing.What	questions	would	you	ask	them	to	really
understand	who	they	are?	Here	are	a	few	examples	of	character	analysis	questions	to	get	you	started.What	are	your	values?What	is	your	background?	How	did	you	grow	up?How	have	you	changed	from	what	happened	to	you	or	through	what	you	experienced?Is	there	a	lesson	you	learned	from	all	of	this?While	you	may	not	be	able	to	answer	all	of
these	questions	from	the	characterization	the	author	provides,	its	a	great	exercise	to	uncover	what	you	may	not	have	yet	realized	about	this	character.Character	analyses	are	not	only	a	dive	into	the	craft	of	writing	and	storytelling,	but	an	analysis	of	psychology	and	experience.	When	analyzing	a	character,	its	important	to	wear	both	hats	to	provide	an
insightful,	well-rounded	character	analysis	that	is	unique	and	thoughtfully	presented.Up	NextWhat	is	Characterization?As	we	mentioned	above,	characterization	is	incredibly	important	to	understanding	the	characters	of	a	great	story.	In	our	next	article,	we	take	a	deeper	dive	into	characterization	and	more	examples	of	both	indirect	and	direct
characterization.Up	Next:	Characterization	Explained	
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