
	

https://tafaxoziwukiwum.nurepikis.com/985015035411295306868475427992728835527549?najijevomigozedudutetewanetazexafamajuzifarepokokevixebarixexevisowepobajeviwujitexepakovapepok=susaxumixuzopemoloxuvuwaxevizinujadizebilafuvikumuzuladinofadobitojulewowonuvevilitiwuzifudefatiboviraxipozobukolujowuleladazupirerotuxorevuvagemubofasuwujuxujajebesusimuzululoruwinajukevifewolorasilumobivelene&utm_term=how+long+does+a+propane+tank+last+on+a+mr+heater&fopepobutamonemutalinatexuwuwogarebufexijojegipej=bitipapesudoxapomoruwekijazetivinutidiziwojurojeximosokuliriberogulozobamupaxogaduwavokatabexefopunedotiwogabepexalibibirebapobomajufajigu




























UPDATED	03	NOVEMBER	2023by	Robert	CeranAre	you	wondering	how	long	your	Buddy	heater	will	last	on	a	single	propane	tank?Keep	in	mind	that	the	runtime	of	a	Buddy	heater	varies	not	only	depending	on	the	model	you	use,	but	also	on	the	size	of	the	gas	tank,	and	the	heat	setting	you	choose.	So,	in	order	to	fully	address	this	question,	we	tested
the	run	time	of	all	portable	Buddy	heater	models	both	at	high	and	at	low	setting,	and	with	two	different	gas	tank	sizes.In	this	article,	we’ll	show	you	a	detailed	chart	covering	the	run	times	of	all	Buddy	heater	models,	so	you’ll	know	what	run	time	you	can	expect	from	your	specific	Buddy	heater.ImageRun	time	with	1	lb	propane	tankRun	time	with	20	lb
propane	tankBTU	per	hourMr	Heater	Little	Buddy5.6	hrsN/A3,800	BTUMr	Heater	Portable	Buddy3	hrs	(high)6	hrs	(low)51	hrs	(high)105	hrs	(low)4,000	or	9,000	BTUMr	Heater	Big	Buddy2.8	hrs	(high)5	hrs	(medium)11	hrs	(low)25	hrs	(high)50	hrs	(medium)103	hrs	(low)4,000,	9,000	or	18,000	BTUMr	Heater	Hunting	Buddy1.8	hrs	(high)3.5	hrs
(low)37	hrs	(high)75	hrs	(low)6,000	or	12,000	BTUMr	Heater	Buddy	Flex2	hrs	(high)3.5	hrs	(low)39	hrs	(high)61	hrs	(high)8,000	or	11,000	BTUThe	table	above	compares	the	run	times	of	all	Mr	Heater	Buddy	models,	either	on	a	1lb	gas	tank,	or	on	a	20	lb	tank.We	tested	all	Buddy	heater	models	both	at	low	and	at	high	settings,	to	compare	their
runtimes	under	these	different	conditions.This	test	was	performed	indoors	in	a	garage	with	an	ambient	temperature	of	54	degrees	Fahrenheit.	As	the	smallest	entry	level	Buddy	unit,	the	Mr	Heater	Little	Buddy	can	heat	up	to	95	square	feet,	according	to	the	manufacturer.It	has	a	single	heat	setting	and	the	Little	Buddy	can	run	for	about	5.6	hours
with	a	single	1-lb	propane	cylinder.The	Little	Buddy	heater	can’t	be	connected	to	a	20	lb	propane	tank,	as	it	doesn’t	have	the	required	regulator	for	attaching	the	hose	that	hooks	up	to	a	larger	tank	(which	all	bigger	Buddy	heaters	have).I’d	like	to	add	that	in	my	experience,	while	the	Little	Buddy	can	keep	you	warm,	it	is	better	suited	for	providing
direct	heat	to	one	person,	rather	than	warming	an	entire	room.In	terms	of	safety,	it	has	an	oxygen	depletion	sensor	(ODS)	and	an	accidental	tip-over	shutoff,	but	the	latter	can	be	too	sensitive	and	turn	the	heater	off	if	it’s	used	on	an	uneven	surface.It’s	also	important	to	ensure	good	ventilation	when	using	the	Little	Buddy	in	a	confined	space,	as	the
ODS	will	shut	off	the	propane	heater	if	there’s	not	enough	oxygen.Despite	its	small	size,	the	Little	Buddy	is	relatively	heavy	at	almost	6	lbs,	but	it	does	come	with	a	convenient	carrying	handle.Overall,	it’s	an	affordable	and	easy-to-use	option	for	small-scale	heating.Related:	What	to	do	if	your	Mr	Heater	won’t	lightThe	Mr.	Heater	Portable	Buddy	is	a
significantly	bigger	heater	than	the	Little	Buddy,	and	comes	with	two	heat	settings.	According	to	the	manufacturer,	it	can	heat	a	room	up	to	225	square	feet.A	clean-burning	and	efficient	propane	heater,	the	Portable	Buddy	heater	is	capable	of	running	for	3	hours	at	high	setting,	and	up	to	6	hours	at	low	setting	when	using	a	1	lb	propane	tank.The
Portable	Buddy	heater	can	be	connected	to	a	20	lb	propane	gas	tank,	and	if	you	choose	this	option,	it	can	run	for	51	hours	at	high	setting,	or	105	hours	at	low	setting.The	Portable	Buddy	is	designed	with	portability	in	mind,	featuring	a	fold-down	handle	that	reduces	its	storage	space	(which	is	a	big	plus	when	transporting	it	on	an	ice	fishing	trip).It	also
has	a	low-oxygen	safety	shutoff,	allowing	you	to	leave	it	on	overnight	without	worrying	about	depleting	the	oxygen	levels	in	the	room.Its	heating	surface	is	made	of	a	durable	ceramic	burner	tile	that	helps	distribute	radiant	heat	evenly.The	Portable	Buddy	is	a	great	heater	for	an	ice	fishing	shelter	or	tent,	allowing	you	to	focus	on	fishing.	However,	it
may	not	be	powerful	enough	to	heat	a	larger	space,	such	as	an	ice	fishing	house	or	wheelhouse,	so	you	may	need	to	use	multiple	units	or	a	larger	Buddy	model.The	Mr.	Heater	Big	Buddy	heater	is	one	of	the	most	effective	portable	heaters	on	the	market,	as	it	can	heat	a	420	square	foot	room	in	as	little	as	15	minutes	on	its	high	setting.	This	is	faster
than	any	electric	heaters	I’ve	ever	used.As	this	is	the	most	popular	of	the	Buddy	heaters,	I	often	hear	the	question,	how	long	will	a	Big	Buddy	heater	run?The	Big	Buddy	heater	run	time	depends	on	the	size	of	the	propane	tank,	and	it	will	also	last	longer	at	low	setting.With	two	1-lb	propane	cylinders,	the	Big	Buddy	heater	run	time	generally	lasts	about
3	hours	on	its	high	setting,	5	hours	on	medium,	and	up	to	11	hours	on	the	low	setting.Hooked	up	to	a	20-lb	propane	tank	with	a	hose,	the	Big	Buddy	heater	run	time	is	25	hours	at	high	setting,	50	hours	at	medium	setting,	and	103	hours	at	low	setting.And	while	it	doesn’t	have	a	thermostat,	it	does	have	3	temperature	settings	(low,	medium,	and	high),
so	you	need	to	calculate	the	run	time	based	on	the	setting	you	choose.The	3	settings	of	this	Buddy	heater	give	you	more	flexibility	in	choosing	the	amount	of	heat	you	want	it	to	produce.Overall,	the	Big	Buddy	portable	heater	is	a	great	option	for	heating	a	Fish	House	RV	or	permanent	ice	fishing	house,	as	well	as	for	heating	a	garage,	cabin,	or	hunting
blind.It	can	also	help	conserve	your	vehicle	battery	and	will	save	you	money	when	using	a	propane	heater	instead	of	an	electric	heater.The	Mr.	Heater	Hunting	Buddy	is	a	surprisingly	powerful	little	propane	heater	that	can	crank	out	6,000	to	12,000	BTU	per	hour.This	propene	heater	is	designed	to	heat	small	enclosed	spaces	like	hunting	cabins	up	to
300	square	feet.While	this	space	heater	is	primarily	intended	for	use	with	a	1	lb	liquid	propane	cylinder,	you	can	also	buy	a	hose	and	filter	and	use	those	to	connect	it	to	a	remote	20lb	tank.The	swivel	regulator	of	the	Hunting	Buddy	makes	it	super	easy	to	use	with	either	of	these	fuel	options.When	using	a	1	pound	propane	tank,	the	Hunting	Buddy
heater	can	run	up	to	1.8	hours	on	high	setting,	and	3.5	hours	when	running	the	heater	on	low	setting.	If	you	use	a	20	lb	propane	tank	with	a	hose,	this	heater	can	run	up	to	37	hours	on	high	setting,	and	up	to	75	hours	on	low	setting.To	light	it,	just	push	and	rotate	the	knob,	and	the	built-in	silent	electric	ignition	will	do	the	rest.	Plus,	this	propane
heater	has	safety	features	that	shut	it	off	in	case	of	accidental	tip-overs	or	low	oxygen,	so	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	anything.Overall,	it’s	a	handy	little	propane	heater	that’s	both	easy	and	safe	to	use.The	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	Flex	system	has	a	360-degree	burner	that	radiates	heat	in	all	directions.	You	can	use	it	with	either	a	small	propane	cylinder
or	big	gas	tank.	When	hooked	up	to	a	small	propane	gas	cylinder,	the	Buddy	Flex	heater	can	run	for	about	2	hours	on	high	setting	and	3.5	hours	on	low	setting.But	if	you	connect	it	to	a	big	gas	tank	with	a	propane	hose,	it	can	run	for	39	hours	at	high	setting,	and	61	hours	at	low	setting.The	Buddy	Flex	has	electrical	ignition	instead	of	piezo	sparking
ignition,	and	also	comes	with	a	wind	protection	shield	to	keep	the	pilot	flame	lit	in	windy	conditions.It’s	designed	for	both	indoor	and	outdoor	use	and	has	up	to	11,000	BTU	of	output	energy.	And	like	all	the	other	Buddy	heaters,	it	has	a	tip-over	shut-off	switch	that	turns	it	off	if	it	falls	over	on	your	shelter	floor.But	what	really	sets	it	apart	from	the
other	models	is	that	it’s	not	just	a	heater	–	it	also	has	an	optional	cooking	component,	so	you	can	cook	a	warm	meal	in	your	ice	shanty	without	affecting	your	heat	source.	Buddy	heaters	are	very	popular	portable	propane	heaters	that	can	be	used	to	heat	small	spaces	such	as	ice	fishing	shelters,	fish	houses,	RVs,	or	even	as	temporary	heating	solutions
at	home	during	a	power	outage.These	propane	heaters	are	not	only	easy	to	use,	but	are	cheaper	than	electric	heaters,	while	providing	a	reliable	source	of	heat	in	cold	environments.So	whether	you’re	ice	fishing,	hunting,	or	camping	in	the	winter,	we	hope	our	chart	will	help	you	get	an	idea	of	how	long	your	Buddy	heater	will	last	on	a	single	tank	of
propane	(either	a	1lb	or	20lb	tank).That	way,	you	can	plan	in	advance	how	many	propane	tanks	you	need	to	bring	along	on	your	trip	to	make	sure	you	don’t	run	out	of	propane.	Watch	products	with	ShopSavvy	for	price	drops,	stock	alerts,	deals	and	more.If	you're	planning	to	use	the	Mr.	Heater	Little	Buddy,	you'll	probably	want	to	know	how	long	your
propane	tank	will	last.	This	little	heater	runs	at	3,800	BTUs,	and	with	that,	a	standard	1	lb.	propane	tank	usually	lasts	about	5	to	6	hours.	Keep	in	mind	though,	this	can	vary	depending	on	conditions	like	outside	temperature	and	your	ventilation	setup.	Speaking	of	ventilation,	the	Little	Buddy	is	designed	to	be	safe	for	indoor	use,	sporting	features	like
an	Oxygen	Depletion	Sensor	and	an	automatic	shutoff	if	it	tips	over.	Our	research	suggests	these	are	good	safety	nets,	but	you	should	still	take	precautions.	For	example,	it's	smart	to	use	a	carbon	monoxide	detector	and	crack	a	window	a	bit	if	you're	running	it	indoors	for	a	while.	For	those	planning	longer	heating	sessions,	you	might	find	yourself
swapping	propane	tanks	more	often	than	you'd	like,	so	having	a	few	extras	on	hand	is	a	good	idea.	On	the	whole,	people	seem	to	like	how	portable	and	efficient	it	is,	though	there	are	a	few	points	to	watch	out	for.	For	instance,	it's	got	a	single	heat	setting.	That	means	you	can't	really	dial	up	or	down	the	warmth,	which	might	be	a	downside	if	you're
looking	to	control	the	temperature	precisely.	Overall,	the	Little	Buddy’s	a	solid	choice	for	heating	small	spaces,	as	long	as	you	handle	it	with	the	right	safety	approaches	and	plan	your	propane	use	accordingly.	&	Hi	Heating	Time:	One	1lb.	Cylinder:	1.5	to	6	hours	Two	1lb.	Cylinders:	3	to	12	hours	Two	20lb.	How	long	will	a	small	propane	bottle	last?	A
disposable	14	or	16	ounce	propane	tank	will	last	about	1.5	to	2	hours.	A	standard	20	lb	propane	tank	should	last	about	18-20	hours	on	most	grills.	We	always	recommend	that	you	have	an	extra	tank	on	hand	because	you	don’t	want	to	run	out	in	the	middle	of	a	bbq!	Is	it	worth	refilling	1lb	propane	tanks?	Yes,	it’s	perfectly	safe	to	refill	1lb	disposable
green	propane	bottles.	It’s	only	unsafe	if	you	are	doing	it	without	the	proper	tools	or	while	smoking.	How	much	propane	is	in	a	1lb	tank?	The	Simple	Answer.	To	put	it	simply,	0.236	gallons	=	1	pound	of	propane.	This	is	true	when	the	propane	tank	is	at	a	temperature	of	60	degrees	Fahrenheit.	How	long	does	a	1lb	propane	tank	last	on	Little	Buddy
heater?	Tech	Specs.	The	Mr	Heater	Little	Buddy	MH4B	pumps	out	3,800	BTU	which	means	it	heats	up	to	95sq	feet.	It	runs	on	propane	(1lb	tank)	which	will	last	up	to	5.5hrs.	How	long	will	a	buddy	heater	run	on	a	1lb	tank?	North	America’s	Most	Popular	Portable	Propane	Heater!	This	patented	radiant	4,000-9,000	BTU	Liquid	Propane	heater	connects
directly	to	a	1	lb.Portable	Buddy®	Heater.	Heating	Area	(Sq	Ft)	225	Tank	Capacity	(Min)	1	lb	Propane	Cylinder	Run	Time	(Hrs	at	Max	BTU)	3	Hours	Run	Time	(Hrs	at	Min	BTU)	6	Hours	Are	Coleman	1lb	propane	tanks	refillable?	HOW	TO	REFILL	Coleman	Propane	1lb	Fuel	Cylinder	Canister	Tanks	…	How	do	you	store	a	1lb	propane	tank?	Storage
Keep	propane	cylinders	outside.	Never	keep	them	indoors	or	in	an	enclosed	area,	such	as	a	garage,	shed	or	basement.	Keep	them	in	a	cool	place.	Do	not	expose	cylinders	to	heat	above	120	degrees.	Keep	propane	cylinders	away	from	flames.	That	includes	smoking	or	using	spark-producing	tools.	How	long	does	Coleman	fuel	last?	An	un-opened
container	of	Coleman®	Fuel	stored	in	a	dry	area	with	no	rapid	extreme	changes	in	temperature	will	remain	viable	for	five	to	seven	years.	An	opened	container	stored	in	the	same	area	will	remain	viable	for	up	to	two	years	though	will	be	at	its	best	if	used	within	a	year.	Can	you	remove	1lb	propane	tanks?	yes,	you	can	remove	and	re-attach	as	much	as
you	want.	Can	you	refill	small	Coleman	propane	tanks?	Coleman	propane	gas	canisters	are	handy	for	camping.	They	are	used	to	power	outdoor	cooktops	and	portable	propane	camping-lanterns.	While	these	canisters	are	usually	thrown	away	after	being	emptied,	you	can	refill	them	using	a	20	lb.	propane	tank.	Are	16	oz	propane	tanks	refillable?	If	you
use	a	lot	of	those	16	oz.	propane	cylinders,	there	is	now	a	refillable	cylinder	available.	How	many	times	can	you	refill	a	1lb	propane	tank?	Propane	Container	Certification	On	the	other	hand,	disposable	1	pound	cylinders	are	only	designed	for	one-time	use	and	they	are	not	able	to	be	recertified	for	refilling.	So,	if	you	choose	to	refill	a	disposable	tank,
you	are	using	the	tank	outside	of	its	official	certification.	How	long	does	a	Mr	heater	tank	top	last?	Features	a	soft	nose	P.O.L.	and	adjustable	regulator	with	three	heat	settings	–	10,000,	12,500	and	15,000	BTUs.	Mounts	directly	to	a	20	lb	propane	tank	with	up	to	a	29	hour	run	time	on	high.	How	long	does	a	small	propane	heater	last?	The	most
common	patio	heaters	produce	roughly	40,000	BTUs	per	hour	–	meaning	a	20-pound	propane	tank	will	provide	upwards	of	10	hours	of	heat	on	the	highest	setting.	How	long	does	a	Mr	heater	last?	Running	it	on	full	blast	will	empty	the	two	propane	tanks	in	about	3	hours.	Running	it	on	‘medium’	or	the	middle	setting	will	last	roughly	4	or	5	hours,	and
on	low	or	the	first	setting	it	will	run	for	about	6	hours	or	so.	Can	you	hook	up	a	little	buddy	heater	to	a	20lb	tank?	Re:	little	buddy	to	a	20lb	tank	Absolutely	not.	There	is	no	way	unless	you	were	to	make	a	special	box	to	hold	the	heater.	How	long	does	a	Mr	heater	little	buddy	last?	5.6	Hours	Heating	Area	(Sq	Ft)	95	Run	Time	(Hrs	at	Max	BTU)	5.6
Hours	Run	Time	(Hrs	at	Min	BTU)	5.6	Hours	Maximum	Elevation	(Ft)	7000	Ft	Weight	5.85	How	long	does	a	1	lb	Coleman	propane	tank	last?	16.4	oz	propane	cylinder	how	long	does	it	last?	A	standard	16.4	oz	or	1	lb	propane	cylinder	will	last	for	two	hours	if	used	with	a	7,500	BTU	stove	on	full	flame.	How	can	you	tell	if	a	1lb	propane	tank	is	empty?
Look	at	the	tare	weight	that	is	stamped	on	the	collar/handle	of	the	propane	tank.	That	is	the	only	truly	precise	measurement	of	that	specific	tank’s	empty	weight.	If	you	put	a	propane	tank	on	a	scale	and	the	reading	matches	the	tare	weight	stamped	on	the	collar/handle,	then	the	tank	is	definitely	empty.	Is	it	safe	to	refill	small	propane	bottles?
Summary:	The	U.S.	Department	of	Transportation,	cautions	the	public	to	never	refill	DOT	39	cylinders,	such	as	the	1lb.	cylinders	used	for	camping.	These	types	of	containers	were	not	designed	to	withstand	the	stresses	of	emptying	and	refilling.	Is	it	OK	to	leave	propane	tank	outside	in	winter?	It’s	safe	for	you	to	store	your	propane	tanks	outside
during	the	winter	because	low	and	freezing	temperatures	aren’t	dangerous	like	high	temperatures	are.	However,	you	should	be	aware	that	the	damp	areas	that	are	created	by	rain	and	snow	can	cause	rusting	on	the	actual	tank	itself.	Is	it	OK	to	leave	propane	tank	outside	in	summer?	In	warm	weather	your	propane	tank	can	still	be	stored	outdoors	on
a	flat,	solid	surface.	You’ll	want	to	keep	the	tank	in	a	shaded	area	so	that	it’s	not	in	direct	sunlight	for	long	periods	of	time—this	will	keep	the	tank	at	a	safe	temperature,	note	exceeding	120	°F	(49	°C).	Can	small	propane	tanks	explode?	Since	LP	gas	is	stored	under	pressure	in	a	liquified	state,	even	a	small	leak	can	create	the	possibility	of	significant
gas	explosion	and	fire.	Does	camp	stove	propane	go	bad?	If	you’re	talking	about	sealed	butane-mix	canisters,	no,	they	won’t	go	bad.	But	if	you’re	talking	about	a	jug	of	white	gas,	that’s	another	story.	Once	opened,	white	gas	should	generally	be	used	within	a	few	months.	Is	Coleman	Fuel	the	same	as	white	gas?	White	gas	(aka	“naphtha,”	“100%	light
hydro	treated	distillate,”	or	“Coleman	Fuel”)	is	the	first	choice	for	most	people	in	North	America	whether	they’re	headed	out	for	a	summer	weekend	or	for	a	month-long	winter	expedition	in	the	Alaska	Range.	Almost	any	pressurized-type	liquid	fuel	stove	will	run	well	on	white	gas.	Do	camping	gas	canisters	expire?	In	general,	sealed,	butane	canisters
do	not	go	bad;	in	fact,	the	consensus	is	that	they	will	last	for	up	to	ten	years	or	sometimes	even	more.	Opened	butane	canisters	that	sit	unused	will	still	be	flammable	and	work	fine	in	your	camping	stove,	but	the	quality	of	the	gas	may	deteriorate	over	time.	Tags:	how	long	does	a	1	pound	propane	tank	last	in	a	buddy	heater	The	Little	Buddy	propane
heater,	made	by	Mr.	Heater,	is	one	of	the	smallest	portable	propane	heaters	that	is	safe	to	use	outside	and	inside.It’s	a	radiant	propane	heater	that	sits	on	top	of	a	1	lb	propane	tank.	You	light	it	with	the	press	of	a	button	and	it’s	perfect	for	heating	small	spaces	or	work	areas.Safety	Warning:	Always	have	a	carbon	monoxide	alarm	like	this	one	(click	to
view	on	Amazon)	or	a	Propane	Detector	nearby	when	using	any	indoor	propane	appliances.I’ve	used	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	Heaters	in	my	travel	trailer	a	bunch	of	times	and	have	been	nothing	but	impressed	with	them.They	seem	safer	than	other	brands	and	I	couldn’t	wait	to	get	my	hands	on	the	Little	Buddy	to	see	if	it	lived	up	to	the	hype.I	finally	took	the
plunge	and	purchased	one	a	couple	of	weeks	ago.The	timing	could	not	have	been	more	perfect.January	closed	in	and	even	though	I’m	fairly	far	south,	it	still	gets	cold	at	night.	I	often	wake	up	in	the	morning	inside	a	nearly	freezing	trailer	with	no	electricity	to	run	the	RV	furnace.See	Also:	Portable	Vevor	Diesel	Heater	(All-In-One)	Review	&	Setup	The
Little	Buddy	propane	heater	uses	no	electricity	and	can	be	used	inside	an	RV,	van,	or	tentIn	this	review,	I’m	going	to	go	over	the	specifics	of	the	Little	Buddy	Heater	and	include	some	tips	and	tricks	to	get	the	most	out	of	it	while	camping	in	cold	weather.I’ve	been	using	it	to	keep	the	main	room	in	my	large	32	foot	travel	trailer	warm	for	a	while	now.
So	far	I’ve	been	very	impressed,	but	more	on	that	later.Mr.	Heater	Little	Buddy	InfoMr.	Heater	Little	BuddyCheck	Price	at	AmazonWhat’s	In	The	BoxYou	get	two	things	when	you	purchase	the	Little	Buddy.	A	small	propane	heater	head	and	a	plastic	base	you	put	a	separately	purchased	1	lb	propane	tank	in.One	thing	you	may	hear	from	the	heater	part
when	you	pick	it	up	is	the	sound	of	something	small	moving	and	clicking	around	inside.You	don’t	need	to	worry,	it’s	just	the	knock	over	safety	valve	opening	and	closing	as	you	move	it.See	Also:	Best	Small	Portable	Propane	Heater	For	Indoor	&	RV	UseThere	is	a	large	plastic	handle	built	onto	the	top	you	can	use	to	carry	it,	even	when	it’s	attached	to	a
propane	tank.	It	comes	in	handy	if	the	heater	has	been	running	and	the	metal	burner	area	is	hot.Note:	never	carry	the	Little	Buddy	heater	around	while	it’s	running.	It	is	very	portable	and	easy	to	move	around	it’s	just	not	designed	to	be	burning	while	in	motion.	The	1	lb	propane	tank	sits	in	the	included	plastic	base	and	the	Little	Buddy	screw	onto	the
top	of	the	tank.How	To	Set	Up	&	Turn	On	The	Little	Buddy	HeaterThe	small	heater	head	screws	onto	the	top	of	the	propane	tank	easily	and	quickly.	Make	sure	the	threads	line	up	and	it’s	on	tight	enough	to	not	have	any	leaks.You	don’t	need	to	crank	down	on	it	but	it	does	need	to	be	fairly	snug.	There	is	no	tape	or	sealant	required.See	Also:	6	Best
Diesel	Heaters	For	Campers,	RVs	&	VansOnce	the	head	is	on	Mr.	Heater	recommends	testing	the	connection	with	soapy	water.We	have	a	TopTes	portable	gas	leak	detector	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)	we	use	to	check	the	propane	connections	in	our	RV,	it	also	works	great	for	checking	the	Little	Buddy	.To	start	the	burner,	you	to	press	the	red	button	on
the	side	until	the	pilot	light	ignites.Keep	holding	the	button	until	the	flame	grows	and	starts	to	reach	over	and	onto	the	edge	of	the	ceramic	burner	face.	This	can	take	around	30	seconds	to	a	minute.	To	start	the	Little	Buddy	Heater	press	the	red	button	until	the	pilot	light	ignites.	Once	ignited	hold	down	the	button	until	the	light	grows	then	release	to
ignite	burner	tile.I	found	that	it	normally	takes	around	15	seconds	at	low	elevations,	but	the	wait	time	increases	with	elevation.	It	will	start	faster	if	it	was	used	that	day	and	kept	connected	to	the	propane	tank.It	can	be	slightly	difficult	to	hold	down	the	button	for	that	long.	But	if	you	reach	your	hand	so	you	are	actually	gripping	the	entire	back	of	the
small	heater,	it	helps	support	your	fingers.See	Also:	Best	Portable	Electric	Heated	Blankets	For	CampingOnce	the	pilot	light	gets	strong	enough,	you	release	the	red	button	and	the	burner	will	ignite.	A	big	blue	flame	covers	the	burner	tile	and	then	slowly	sink	down	to	the	gentle	red	of	a	radiant	propane	heater.If	it’s	really	cold	outside,	this	process
may	take	a	little	longer,	which	is	normal.	It	may	take	longer	for	the	ceramic	burner	tile	to	turn	red	in	colder	weather	or	high	altitudes.How	To	Turn	Off	The	Little	Buddy	HeaterTurning	off	this	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	is	super	simple.	Just	press	the	large	black	button	on	the	side	that	says	“off.”	It	will	immediately	shut	off	the	pilot	light,	which	puts	out	the
ceramic	tile	burner.The	small	propane	heater	head	is	going	to	be	hot,	so	be	careful	when	moving	it.	If	you	store	it	outdoors	in	a	ventilated	area,	it’s	ok	to	leave	the	1	lb	propane	tank	attached.If	you	want	to	keep	it	indoors,	you	must	detach	the	head	from	the	tank.	You	will	need	to	wait	a	couple	of	minutes	to	let	the	parts	cool	down	before	you	remove	it
from	the	tank.Make	sure	the	entire	heater	head	has	cooled	properly	before	returning	it	to	storage.Little	Buddy	Heater	SpecsThe	1	lb	propane	tank	slides	into	the	included	plastic	base	that	has	an	opening	of	about	3	3/4	inches	and	is	around	1	1/2	inches	deep.	The	outer	base	area	is	7	3/4	inches	in	diameter.I	really	like	the	base,	but	I	wish	it	was	a	little
wider	and	heavier	to	help	balance	the	weight	of	the	heater	with	the	propane	tank.The	Little	Buddy	heater	when	not	attached	to	the	propane	tank	is	almost	11	inches	tall	and	deep.	The	widest	point,	which	is	the	actual	burner,	is	around	8	inches	in	total	diameter.Without	the	propane	tank,	it	weighs	4	lbs.	With	a	full	1	lb	Coleman	propane	tank	and	the
base,	it	weighs	just	about	6	lbs.See	Also:	Best	Portable	Power	Station/Solar	Generator	For	CampingThe	heater	is	small	and	portable,	but	a	little	taller	than	I	expected.	When	on	the	tank,	it’s	18	inches	tall,	which	is	about	knee	high	to	me.There	are	no	adjustable	heat	settings.	It	has	a	3,800	Btu	burner,	that’s	it.	It’s	a	small	propane	heater,	so	the	non-
adjustable	heat	to	cut	down	on	parts	and	size	makes	sense.It	is	rated	to	heat	spaces	up	to	95	square	feet.	You	can	use	in	small	spaces	like	a	van,	tent,	RV,	or	even	a	hunting	blind.	It	puts	out	the	perfect	amount	of	heat.Radiant	propane	heaters	are	very	efficient.	They	warm	the	objects	around	and	not	just	the	air.If	you	point	the	Little	Buddy	heater	in
your	direction,	it’s	going	to	keep	you	plenty	warm,	even	in	freezing	temperatures.As	a	reference,	if	you’ve	ever	used	the	popular	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)	the	lowest	setting	on	that	is	4,000	Btu.I’ve	used	this	exact	heater	in	my	camper	many	times	and	I’ve	found	the	lowest	setting	to	even	be	too	warm	once	the	RV	heats	up.How	Long
Will	The	Little	Buddy	Heater	Last?Mr.	Heater	advertises	the	Little	Buddy	to	be	able	to	last	for	about	5	hours	on	1	lb	of	propane.	That’s	a	good	estimate.If	you	divide	the	Btu’s	of	the	burner	(3,800)	with	the	Btu’s	in	1	lb	of	propane	(25,591)	it	comes	to	5.7	hours	of	run	time.You	will	never	be	able	to	use	up	every	bit	of	propane,	but	you	can	at	least	5
hours	out	of	each	canister.See	Also:	How	To	Stay	Warm	In	An	RV	At	Night	Without	Using	The	FurnaceAt	super	low	temperatures	below	20°F,	the	propane	is	going	to	have	a	harder	time	getting	out	of	the	tank,	which	means	the	run	time	will	be	less	than	the	estimated	5	hours.I	set	a	timer	and	ran	the	Little	Buddy	heater	in	my	travel	trailer	one	cold
morning	in	temperatures	that	were	around	freezing	and	I	found	the	5	hours	to	be	accurate.Safety	Features	Of	The	Little	BuddyAs	I’ve	said	before,	this	is	an	outdoor	and	indoor	propane	heater,	which	means	there	are	a	few	more	safety	features	on	it	than	you	would	find	on	a	standard	outdoor	propane	heater.The	Accidental	Tip	Over	Shut	OffEven
though	it’s	small,	the	Little	Buddy	has	a	knock	over	shut	off	valve	that	is	standard	with	most	Mr.	Heater	products.It’s	a	fantastic	feature	to	have	on	any	portable	propane	heater,	especially	ones	like	the	Little	Buddy	that	sit	on	the	floor.	I	recommend	testing	this	feature	right	away.All	you	have	to	do	is	start	the	heater,	let	the	ceramic	tile	heat	up,	then
using	the	plastic	handle	on	the	back,	slowly	tilt	the	heater	to	the	side.It	should	shut	off	long	before	you	have	reached	a	45°	angle.It’s	not	recommended	to	move	the	Little	Buddy	heater	when	it’s	running,	but	if	you	do,	the	tip	over	shut	off	switch	should	engage	from	the	movement	and	it	will	shut	off.Low	Oxygen	SensorThere	is	also	an	automatic	low
oxygen	shut	off	as	well.	This	is	a	very	good	safety	feature	to	have	if	you	are	planning	on	using	it	in	a	tent,	car,	or	van.It	will	stop	the	burner	from	eating	up	oxygen	when	levels	get	low.	This	is	also	the	reason	this	propane	heater	works	best	in	elevations	up	to	7,000	feet.Anything	higher	than	that	will	usually	engage	the	low	oxygen	sensor	and	the	Buddy
will	not	light.See	Also:	RV	Condensation	And	14	Ways	To	Prevent	Mold	In	Your	TrailerNever	fully	trust	the	low	oxygen	sensor	on	any	propane	heater.	Using	a	propane	heater	in	a	none	ventilated	area	can	be	fatal.	Make	sure	you	always	have	good	airflow	in	any	space	when	using	a	propane	heater.VentilationYou	need	to	have	at	least	4	inches	of
ventilation	from	the	lower	floor	area	and	roof/ceiling	anytime	you	want	to	use	the	Little	Buddy	indoors	(this	includes	tents	and	vehicles).Proper	ventilation	will	not	only	keep	you	safe,	but	it	will	also	help	the	heater	run	better	and	hotter.Safety	AreaProper	clearance	is	also	important	for	a	small	propane	heater.	Mr.	Heater	recommends	at	least	30	inches
of	clearance	from	combustibles	from	the	top	of	the	heater.Since	the	Little	Buddy	sits	at	around	18	inches	tall,	you	need	to	add	the	30	inches	to	that	measurement.	It	also	requires	24	inches	of	clearance	from	the	front	and	at	least	6	inches	on	each	side.See	Also:	Best	Heated	Water	Hoses	For	RV	Campers,	Barns	&	LivestockThere	is	no	clearance
required	for	the	rear,	which	means	you	can	place	it	against	a	wall.	These	clearance	measurements	are	really	pretty	minimal	compared	to	larger	portable	propane	heaters.You	can	use	the	Little	Buddy	in	smaller	spaces	than	a	normal	propane	heater,	which	makes	it	perfect	for	tents,	vans,	spacious	vehicles,	and	even	hunting	blinds.It’s	absolutely
perfect	for	campers	and	trailers,	which	is	what	we	use	ours	for.Other	Safety	GuidelinesYou	cannot	use	any	Buddy	heaters	in	moving	vehicles.	They	must	be	stationary.When	using	outdoors,	the	Little	Buddy	needs	to	be	protected	from	strong	winds	because	the	burner	will	blow	out.It	is	also	not	waterproof.	If	any	parts	get	submerged	in	water,	you	need
to	get	it	inspected	by	a	service	technician	to	make	sure	none	of	the	control	systems	were	damaged.Never	transport	the	Little	Buddy	while	it	is	lit	or	leave	it	burning	unattended	or	when	you	are	going	to	sleep.Be	especially	careful	when	using	around	pets	or	children.See	Also:	Jackery	Explorer	1000	Power	Station	Review	(For	RV/Camping)	The	Little
Buddy	is	perfect	for	keeping	the	main	room	in	an	RV	nice	and	toasty.My	Camping	Review	Of	The	Mr.	Heater	Little	BuddyI’ve	mainly	used	the	Mr.	Heater	Little	Buddy	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)	inside	my	RV,	but	I	have	tried	it	outside	on	chilly	evenings.Both	experiences	have	been	better	than	expected.	This	small	propane	camping	heater	can	really	put
out	some	cozy	heat.When	using	it	inside	my	travel	trailer,	I’ve	mainly	had	it	pointing	towards	the	slide	out	since	that’s	where	I	spend	most	of	my	indoor	time	working	at	a	desk	or	reading	in	my	Ikea	chair.So	far	it’s	been	able	to	heat	the	area	I’m	sitting	in	within	15	minutes.	After	just	a	few	hours,	the	entire	main	room	of	the	RV	has	gotten	warm	enough
to	turn	off	the	Little	Buddy.What	I	Like	About	the	Little	BuddyUses	No	PowerThe	number	one	reason	I	got	the	Little	Buddy	heater	was	electricity.	We	mostly	boondock/dry	camp	and	get	all	of	our	power	from	solar	panels.In	the	winter	months,	even	in	the	south,	the	sun	is	weaker,	and	it	doesn’t	stay	in	the	sky	as	long,	so	electricity	becomes	a	little
scarce.The	RV	furnace	is	the	quickest	way	to	heat	a	camper,	but	it	uses	a	lot	of	power	and	propane.Power	is	something	we	are	normally	low	on	in	the	morning	before	the	sun	has	come	up	and	gotten	strong	enough	to	charge	our	Jackery	Explorer	1000	Plus	(click	to	view	on	Amazon).The	Little	Buddy	heater	uses	no	power,	which	is	a	huge	pro	for
camping.Diesel	heaters	are	another	type	of	heater	that	uses	very	little	electricity.	Check	out	my	full	review	of	the	portable	Vevor	diesel	heater	here.I	can	now	wake	up	in	the	morning,	start	up	the	Little	Buddy	to	heat	the	main	room	in	the	trailer,	and	start	working	at	my	laptop	comfortably	without	having	to	worry	about	power	usage.It’s	been	really
nice	not	having	to	bundle	up	to	stay	warm	while	waiting	for	the	sun	to	come	up.As	for	the	design	compared	to	the	other	styles	of	Mr.	Heater	portable	Buddy	heaters,	I	like	the	angled	heater	head	that	points	at	me	instead	of	the	floor.It	helps	heat	the	specific	area	I’m	in	faster,	which	is	what	I	want	it	to	do.Budget-Friendly	Heat	Source	With	A	Refillable
1	lb	Propane	TankAccording	to	NFPA	(National	Fire	Protection	Association)	regulations,	it’s	not	allowed	to	have	propane	tanks	larger	than	1	lb	indoors.That	means	the	Little	Buddy	is	one	of	the	few	indoor	propane	heaters	you	can	use	indoors	legally.	The	1	lb	propane	tank	is	pro	for	the	Little	Buddy,	because	it	makes	it	very	portable	and	indoor
safe.But	it’s	also	a	con	since	1	lb	propane	tanks	run	out	fairly	quickly	and	are	hard	to	dispose	of.	Luckily,	there	are	a	few	ways	around	this	issue.Some	people	like	to	refill	their	disposable	1	lb	propane	tanks,	but	this	is	something	I	can’t	recommend	since	it’s	technically	not	legal	and	not	very	safe.The	valves	on	disposable	1	lb	propane	tanks	like	the
ones	made	by	Coleman	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)	aren’t	made	to	be	refilled.There	is	no	way	they	can	guarantee	that	the	refilled	tank	won’t	leak.See	Also:	Best	Small	RV	Dehumidifiers	That	Help	Prevent	MoldThere	is	a	DOT	compliant	1	lb	propane	tank	that	is	made	to	be	refilled.	It’s	legal	for	campers	to	transport	and	it	works	with	the	Little
Buddy.Refilling	your	own	1	lb	tank	with	a	20	lb	tank	means	you	can	get	propane	at	the	refill	price,	which	is	way	cheaper.In	fact,	it	actually	makes	running	our	Little	Buddy	heater	less	expensive	than	using	the	portable	electric	heater	we	use	on	the	rare	occasion	we	stay	at	an	RV	park.It’s	called	the	Mr.	Heater	Fuel	Keg	(click	to	view	on	Amazon).It’s
eco-friendly,	budget-friendly,	and	easy	to	use.	You	can	carry	the	Little	Buddy	heater	by	the	handle	when	it’s	not	lit.PortabilityAnother	thing	I	like	about	the	Little	Buddy	is	how	small	it	is.	It’s	so	compact	and	easy	to	store	when	not	in	use	(just	make	sure	it’s	fully	cooled	before	putting	it	away).I’ve	been	keeping	it	in	a	drawstring	bag	in	a	cabinet	above
the	bed	in	our	travel	trailer.	Tent	campers	can	set	it	in	a	tub	or	leave	it	in	the	tent	when	not	in	use.I	store	the	1	lb	propane	tank	outside	when	not	in	use.	The	entire	thing	is	really	lightweight	too.	It	can	easily	put	it	in	a	backpack	to	take	on	hunting	or	ice	fishing	trips.1	Year	UpdateThis	is	the	second	winter	season	we’ve	been	using	our	Mr.	Heater	Little
Buddy	(click	to	view	on	Amazon).I’m	happy	to	report	that	it’s	still	keeping	our	RV	nice	and	warm.We	try	to	follow	warm	weather	and	stick	to	the	southern	states	during	the	wintertime,	but	there	are	still	mornings	drop	to	freezing	temperatures.This	little	heater	makes	it	easier	to	stay	warm	and	not	have	to	run	the	big	propane	RV	heater	as	often.None
of	the	Mr.	Heater	propane	heaters	are	supposed	to	perform	well	in	high	altitudes	above	5,000	feet.	We	used	it	in	New	Mexico	this	fall	and	it	stayed	lit	and	still	kept	us	warm.See	Also:	Portable	Diesel	Heater	RV	Storage	Compartment	InstallI’m	still	very	impressed	by	this	portable	heater	and	I	love	how	easy	it	is	to	find	a	storage	spot	for	it	during	the
warmer	months	when	a	heater	isn’t	necessary.One	thing	we	had	to	do	was	sand	down	the	inner	plastic	tabs	in	the	base.	They	were	stopping	the	propane	tank	from	sitting	in	it	fully,	so	it	was	a	little	unstable.I	think	a	good	upgrade,	if	you	mostly	use	the	Little	Buddy	inside	your	RV,	would	be	to	drill	holes	in	the	base	and	bolt	it	to	a	board	that’s	wider
and	more	stable.Little	Buddy	Heater	Pros	&	ConsPROSLightweightSmall	Enough	For	Tents,	Vans,	Truck	Campers,	RVs,	Vehicles,	Hunting	Blinds,	&	Much	MoreIndoor	&	Outdoor	UseHeater	Directs	Heat	Towards	YouSmall	Size	For	Easy	StorageRuns	For	At	Least	5	Hours	On	1	TankFast	Turn	Off	ButtonTip	Over	Safety	SwitchAutomatic	Low	Oxygen
Shut	Off	SensorBudget	Friendly	Heat	Source	When	Used	With	Refillable	1	lb	Propane	TankCONSStart	Button	Isn’t	Easy	To	Hold	Down	For	A	Long	TimeNot	Good	For	High	Elevations	Over	7,000	FeetMay	Sit	Too	Tall	For	Small	Tents	Or	Cars	With	Low	RoofOnly	One	Heat	Setting1	lb	Propane	Tanks	Will	Need	Refilling	or	Replacing	Often	In	Cold
ClimatesPlastic	Base	Isn’t	Very	SturdyOther	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	OptionsThere	are	more	portable	propane	heaters	made	by	the	Mr.	Heater	company.They’re	bigger	than	the	Little	Buddy,	but	have	more	features	like	adjustable	heat	levels	and	the	ability	to	connect	to	larger	propane	tanks.The	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	4,000-9,000	BTU	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)
is	a	good	medium	size.If	you	want	something	that’s	really	powerful	there’s	also	the	Mr.	Heater	Big	Buddy	4,000-18,0000	BTU	(click	to	view	on	Amazon).Both	of	these	can	be	mounted	to	a	wall,	which	is	a	really	nice	feature	for	RV	use.See	Also:	Best	Heated	RV	Sewer	Hose	Review	For	Winter	RV	Camping	The	Little	Buddy	heater	is	portable,	small,	and
can	be	used	both	inside	and	outside.Mr.	Heater	Little	Buddy	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsMr.	Heater	Little	Buddy	Won’t	Light!	How	to	troubleshoot	your	little	buddy	propane	heater.If	it	won’t	light,	there	are	a	few	things	that	could	be	wrong.The	most	likely	problem	is	that	there	is	still	some	air	in	the	gas	line	that	needs	to	be	purged.	You	can	do	this	by
pressing	and	holding	the	ignite	button	for	a	few	seconds	to	start	the	flow	of	propane.See	Also:	Propane	Tank	Recertification:	How	&	Where	To	Get	RecertifiedThe	pilot	could	be	blocked	with	something	like	dirt	or	spider	webs.	Do	a	visual	inspection	with	a	flashlight.If	you	see	something	in	the	gas	tube,	you	can	clean	the	pilot	by	removing	the	cover	on
the	right	side	of	the	propane	heater.Clean	the	inside	of	the	Little	Buddy	with	a	vacuum	cleaner	and	no	more	than	30	psi	of	air.	To	clean	the	pilot	tube,	use	a	soft	pipe	cleaner	that	won’t	damage	any	of	the	parts.Blow	out	any	debris	with	low	pressure	air.	If	the	pilot	was	the	problem,	the	propane	heater	should	now	light.	If	it	won’t	even	spark,	there	may
be	a	loose	wire	you	can	check	for	inside	the	unit.How	to	use	a	little	buddy	heater	with	a	20	lb	tankUnlike	the	other	Buddy	heaters,	the	Little	Buddy	needs	the	1	lb	propane	tank	to	stay	upright.If	you	want	to	use	it	with	a	20	lb	propane	tank,	you	will	need	a	Mr.	Heater	Approved	Adapter	Hose	(click	to	view	on	Amazon)	that	can	adapt	from	a	1	lb	tank
fitting	to	a	5	or	20	lbs	tank	fitting.You	should	use	the	Mr.	Heater	brand	hose	specifically	because	it	is	made	to	not	leak	oil	into	your	heater.	If	you	get	a	different	brand	of	propane	hose,	you	will	also	need	to	get	a	filter	as	well.See	Also:	How	To	Install	Solar	Panel	On	RV	Roof	&	Connect	To	BatteryYou	will	also	need	to	build	a	stand	to	keep	the	small
propane	heater	upright.A	nice	setup	I’ve	seen	uses	a	3	3/4	inch	PVC	pipe	you	can	put	in	the	included	base	and	set	the	Little	Buddy	on	top	of	it.Then	drill	a	hole	in	the	side	to	fit	the	propane	hose	through	and	into	the	bottom	of	the	heater.No	matter	how	you	do	it,	make	sure	everything	is	secure.	Also,	remember	that	you	aren’t	supposed	to	use	propane
tanks	larger	than	1	lb	indoors.If	you	want	to	use	this	setup	in	your	RV,	make	get	a	long	enough	hose	to	keep	the	20	lbs	propane	tank	outside.How	long	will	a	Little	Buddy	heater	run	on	a	20	lb	tank?A	20	lb	or	5	gallon	propane	tank	filled	to	the	recommended	80%	mark	will	have	around	4	gallons	of	propane	in	it.	That’s	366,008	Btu’s	in	the	tank.The
Little	Buddy	heater	uses	3,800	Btu’s.	If	you	divide	that	by	the	Btu’s	in	the	20	lb	propane	tank,	you	get	96.3.That	means	you	will	get	around	96	hours	of	run	time	from	a	20	lb	propane	tank.Little	Buddy	Heater,	how	long	will	the	propane	bottle	last?A	1	lb	propane	bottle	will	last	around	5	hours	with	the	Little	Buddy	heater.How	safe	is	Mr.	Heater	Little
Buddy?As	far	as	propane	heaters	go,	the	Little	Buddy	is	safe	when	the	guidelines	are	followed.It’s	for	indoor	and	outdoor	use,	which	means	it	has	more	safety	features	like	tip	over	shut	off	and	a	low	oxygen	sensor.The	most	important	rule	to	follow,	other	than	making	sure	the	connection	between	the	heater	and	the	propane	tank	is	leak	free,	is	to	make
sure	you	have	proper	ventilation.Mr.	Heater’s	guidelines	say	there	must	be	at	least	4	inches	of	ventilation	at	the	floor	level	and	in	the	roof.See	Also:	Best	Propane	Camping	Stoves	–	From	Small	To	LargeYou	also	need	to	make	sure	there	is	at	least	30	inches	of	space	from	the	top,	24	inches	from	the	front,	and	at	least	6	inches	on	each	side.There	is	no
need	to	have	open	space	in	the	back.	You	can	set	the	Little	Buddy	against	a	wall	but	make	sure	you	use	common	sense.It’s	never	safe	to	have	a	flame	heater	near	anything	remotely	flammable.Never	leave	it	running	unattended	or	at	night	while	you	sleep.	Always	keep	a	close	eye	on	it	around	pets	and	children.Have	any	more	questions	about	the	Mr.
Heater	Little	Buddy?	Leave	a	comment	below.	InChI=1S/C3H8/c1-3-2/h3H2,1-2H3InChIKeyInChIKey=ATUOYWHBWRKTHZ-UHFFFAOYSA-NSMILESC(C)CCanonical	SMILESCCCOther	Names	for	this	SubstancePropaneDimethylmethanePropyl	hydrideR	290n-Propane	Last	updated	on	August	13th,	2024	at	12:06	amThe	Big	Buddy	heater	run	times
vary	depending	on	whether	they	are	connected	to	1lb	or	20lb	propane	tanks	and	whether	the	heater	is	set	to	high	or	low.Buddy	heaters	always	save	the	day	one	way	or	another.	When	all	you	need	is	to	warm	your	house	using	the	furnace,	a	winter	storm	may	take	that	option	away.	And	that	is	where	buddy	heaters	come	in.The	Little	Buddy	heater,
portable	buddy	heater,	hunting	buddy	heater,	and	big	buddy	heater	runtimes	consist	of	approximately	5.6,	5.4,	3.5,	and	11,	respectively	on	a	1lb	tank	when	on	low,	they	are	not	classed	as	a	solar	heater	for	camping.This	article	explains	more	on	the	setting	and	runtimes	for	the	different	types	of	Buddy	heaters.		Great	RuntimeGeraldBuddy	heaters	are
generally	space	heaters	that	provide	instant	heat	and	are	durable,	portable,	and	conveniently	lightweight.	They	are	to	be	connected	to	propane	tanks	that	provide	fuel	that	powers	the	heater.Depending	on	the	size	and	capacity	of	the	heater,	they	can	warm	up	rooms	ranging	in	size	from	8.8	square	meters	to	42	square	meters.	These	heaters	have
different	run	times	depending	on	the	size	of	the	tank	used	and	whether	it	is	on	high	or	low.The	general	rule	of	thumb	is	that	the	Big	Buddy	portable	heater	and	the	Portable	Buddy	heater	have	the	longest	runtimes.	Typically,	the	big	buddy	heater	run	time	is	approximately	11	hours	on	a	1lb	tank	when	set	on	low.	Setting	the	heater	on	low	is	often	a
good	idea	when	there	is	a	power	outage	in	freezing	weather	and	it	is	uncertain	when	the	power	will	be	back.	The	downside	is	that	it	does	not	provide	much	warmth,	but	at	the	same	time,	you	will	be	saving	on	propane	so	it	lasts	longer.	Some	users	will	advocate	for	wearing	warm	clothes	and	setting	the	heater	on	low.	This	way,	you	are	feeling	warm
and	conserving	your	propane.	When	set	on	low,	the	little	buddy	heater	runtime	can	last	for	5.6	hours	on	a	1lb	tank.The	portable	Buddy	heater	and	Hunting	Buddy	heater	will	run	for	5.4	and	3.5,	respectively.	The	big	buddy	heater	run	time,	on	the	other	hand,	lasts	for	11	hours.	It	provides	the	longest	runtime	on	low	with	a	1lb	tank.	The	Big	buddy
heater	is	the	only	one	with	a	medium	setting.	Also,	it	can	accommodate	two	1lb	propane	tanks.	This	offers	you	more	flexibility	when	it	comes	to	the	amount	of	heat	it	can	produce.	That	being	said,	the	heater	can	last	for	4.8	hours	when	it	is	connected	to	two	1lb	tanks	and	a	whooping	48	hours	when	connected	to	a	20lb	tank.	If	you	are	sure	that	the
power	outage	will	not	last	long,	you	can	comfortably	set	your	heater	on	high.	When	connected	to	1lb	tanks,	the	little	buddy	heater,	portable	buddy	heater,	hunting	buddy	heater,	and	big	portable	buddy	heater	last	for	3,	2.4,	2,	and	2.8	hours	respectively.	The	big	buddy	heater	is	approximated	to	run	for	108	hours	on	a	20lb	tank	when	set	on	low.	The
portable	Buddy	heater	has	the	longest	runtime	when	using	a	20lb	tank.	When	set	on	medium,	the	big	buddy	heater	lasts	for	up	to	48	hours	when	connected	to	a	20lb	tank.	When	set	on	high,	the	Big	Buddy	heater	runs	for	24	hours.For	you	to	better	understand	the	runtimes	of	Buddy	heaters,	it	is	advisable	to	look	at	the	different	models	they	come	in.
They	are	four	main	types	of	heaters	in	this	range	and	their	main	difference	is	the	size	and	BTU	rating.	This	is	one	of	the	popular	models	with	a	BTU	rating	of	4000/9000	per	hour.	It	is	designed	to	heat	spaces	up	to	21	square	meters.	This	heater	is	ideal	for	heating	up	small	cabins	and	RVs.	As	the	name	suggests,	it	is	the	perfect	companion	for	hunters.
This	model	features	a	BTU	rating	of	6000/12000	per	hour	and	thus	is	capable	of	heating	spaces	up	to	28	square	meters.	Moreover,	it	is	suitable	for	warming	hunting	cabins,	blinds,	and	treetop	hunting	lookouts.	The	Big	Buddy	Heater	Runtime	can	comfortably	heat	up	to	400	square	feet	of	space	for	up	to	220	hours	in	a	low	position.	Say	goodbye	to
chilly	nights	and	embrace	warmth	wherever	you	go	with	BIG	Buddy.BrandMr.	HeaterSpecial	FeaturePortableColorBrassIndoor/Outdoor	UsageIndoorPower	SourceGas	PoweredBundle	Includes:	Mr.	Heater	Portable	Big	Buddy	Propane	Heater	and	Brass	Propane	Tank	Refill	AdapterBTU	Output:	Utilizing	propane	gas	and	featuring	an	impressive	4,000,
9,000	or	18,000	BTUs	of	heat	output,	the	Big	Buddy	Portable	Heater	is	capable	of	heating	up	to	450	square	feet	of	enclosed	spaceEffortless	Use:	In	addition	to	its	impressive	technical	capacity,	the	Big	Buddy	Portable	Heater	features	a	variety	of	elements	that	enable	effortless	use	and	maximum	performance.	With	its	easy-start	four-position	control,
fold-down	handle,	swivel-out	fuel	connection,	and	a	large	overall	heating	surface,	this	unit	raises	the	bar	when	it	comes	to	portability	and	distinction	in	heatingSafe	Heating:	The	Big	Buddy	Portable	Heater	is	built	for	safety	and	features	an	Oxygen	Depletion	Sensor	(ODS)	and	tip-over	detection	system,	which	accounts	for	low	oxygen	or	accidental	falls
and	automatically	turns	off	the	unit,	ensuring	safety	and	ease	of	use	for	a	long	time	to	comeBTU	Output:	Utilizing	propane	gas	and	featuring	an	impressive	4,000,	9,000	or	18,000	BTUs	of	heat	output,	the	Big	Buddy	Portable	Heater	is	capable	of	heating	up	to	450	square	feet	of	enclosed	spaceIt	is	the	largest	model	in	the	Buddy	heater	range.	This
model	is	capable	of	heating	spaces	up	to	42	square	meters.	It	has	a	BTU	rating	of	4000/9000/18000	per	hour,	enough	to	provide	adequate	warmth	for	big	cabins	and	large,	open-plan	living	spaces.BIG	Buddy	from	Enerco/Mr.	Heater	is	the	ultimate	portable	heater	that	takes	heat	to	another	level!	With	a	powerful	18,000	BTU/HR	capacity.This	heater	is
great!	I’ve	used	it	for	ice	fishing/camping	trips,	and	it	has	kept	my	9×9	shelter	warm	in	even	-4F	temperatures.	The	medium	setting	was	perfect	for	night,	and	low	during	the	day.	The	high	setting	definitely	puts	out	some	heat!	It	lasted	on	a	20lb	propane	tank	from	mid	Friday	to	mid	Sunday	with	some	left	over.	Very	pleased	with	this	product.JackThis
is	the	smaller	model	in	the	range	with	a	BTU	rating	of	3800	per	hour.	It	can	heat	spaces	up	to	9	square	feet	and	is	ideal	for	small	spaces	such	as	tents.	Given	the	capacities	and	BTU	ratings	of	the	heaters	in	the	Buddy	range,	it	will	be	easier	for	you	to	choose	one	for	your	needs.	These	heaters	always	come	in	handy	to	keep	you	warm	in	a	freezing	night.
Therefore,	they	are	a	worthy	investment.	You	Can	Also	Read:	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.
Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same
license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No
warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	When	Old	Man	Winter	comes	knocking,	having	a	portable	heater	for	indoor	and	outdoor	spaces	is	just	the	ticket	for	staying	warm	anywhere
you	go.	I	tested	the	Mr.	Heater	Portable	Buddy	heater	as	part	of	a	comprehensive	process	to	determine	the	best	propane	heaters,	and	it	took	the	top	spot	in	the	lineup.	The	Mr.	Heater	Portable	Buddy	heater	isn’t	entirely	new	to	me;	I	always	packed	one	of	the	early	Buddy	models	when	I	went	camping	in	the	Rocky	Mountains.	I	already	knew	how	well
this	little	propane	heater	could	warm	up	a	tent	on	a	frigid	mountain	night,	but	I	was	still	pleasantly	surprised	by	some	of	its	newer	upgrades.	“This	powerful	little	heater	is	dependable	and	burns	clean—I	keep	one	in	my	mobile	shop	during	cold	weather	to	take	the	chill	off	and	provide	a	quick	warm-up	at	a	moment’s	notice.”	—	Glenda	Taylor,	Bob	Vila
Product	Tester	and	Writer	Shoppers	looking	for	a	portable	propane	heater	for	home	or	recreational	use	will	want	to	take	a	closer	look.	Ahead,	find	out	what	I	loved	about	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy—and	what	I’d	change	if	given	the	chance.	Our	Rating:	4.25/5	SpecsPower:PropaneMax	area	coverage:Up	to	225	square	feetIndoor	or	outdoor	use:	BothSafety
features:Tip-over	shutoff,	low-oxygen	sensor	What	We	LikeWhat	We	Don’t	LikeVersatile	indoor	or	outdoor	use:	ideal	for	camping	and	emergency	heating	needsRelatively	small	heating	coverage—is	not	suitable	for	heating	larger	roomsEfficient	heating	with	4,000	to	9,000	British	thermal	units	(BTUs),	depending	on	the	power	level	selectedHose	for
connecting	to	larger	tank	is	not	includedCompact,	portable	design	with	fold-down	handle	for	easy	carrying	and	storageFeatures	an	oxygen	depletion	sensor	(ODS)	and	tip-over	shutoff	for	worry-free	useRuns	on	handy	1-pound	propane	bottles	or	can	also	be	used	with	a	larger	tank	The	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	is	a	popular	and	highly	versatile	portable
propane	heater	that’s	prized	for	its	indoor	and	outdoor	adaptability.	It	offers	heating	capabilities	ranging	from	4,000	to	9,000	BTUs	per	hour	and	can	warm	spaces	of	up	to	225	square	feet.	User-friendly	features	include	a	single	control	start	knob,	adjustable	heat	settings,	and	a	swivel	connector	that	makes	it	easy	to	replace	spent	propane	bottles.	The
portable	heater	weighs	in	at	just	10.6	pounds	and	is	compact	at	14.25	inches	long	by	9	inches	wide	by	15	inches	high.	Its	fold-down	handle	allowed	me	to	conveniently	carry	it	from	room	to	room.	An	ODS	turns	off	the	heater	if	the	oxygen	in	the	room	drops	to	an	unhealthy	level,	ensuring	that	safety	is	of	utmost	importance.	It	also	includes	an	automatic
shut-off	function	if	the	heater	should	ever	tip	over.	While	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	is	primarily	suited	for	smaller	enclosed	spaces,	I	know	from	experience	that	this	propane	heater	is	an	excellent	camping	companion.	It	would	also	be	welcome	as	an	emergency	heat	source	during	power	outages.	Photo:	Glenda	Taylor	for	Bob	Vila	Lighting	the	Mr.	Heater
Buddy	was	a	bit	tricky	at	first.	After	a	few	failed	attempts,	I	read	the	instructions—something	I	should	have	done	before	trying	to	light	the	heater.	I	learned	that	I	needed	to	turn	the	bright	red	knob	to	the	Pilot	position	and	hold	it	down	for	about	30	seconds	before	releasing	the	knob	and	pushing	it	down	again	to	ignite	the	pilot	light.	Once	I	mastered
the	technique,	I	was	able	to	light	the	propane	heater	on	the	first	try	every	time	without	fail.	The	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	portable	heater	is	designed	to	be	safe	around	children,	and	requiring	a	specific	lighting	process	goes	a	long	way	toward	preventing	accidents.	After	successfully	lighting	the	pilot	light,	I	found	it	simple	to	adjust	the	heat	output	up	or
down	just	by	turning	the	knob.	The	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	has	a	maximum	BTU	rating	of	9,000,	but	running	it	at	the	highest	output	will	consume	fuel	more	quickly.	Using	a	1-pound	propane	bottle,	the	heater	lasts	for	approximately	3	hours	on	the	high	setting	and	up	to	6	hours	on	the	low	setting.	While	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	is	rated	for	a	225-square-foot
room,	a	few	factors	can	affect	its	efficiency.	It	may	not	keep	occupants	as	warm	in	rooms	with	vaulted	ceilings	where	heat	can	rise,	and	drafts	or	uninsulated	walls—such	as	tent	walls—may	reduce	the	effectiveness	of	the	heater.	Using	this	product	as	an	indoor	propane	heater	is	likely	more	efficient	than	using	it	as	an	outdoor	heater.	I	tested	the	Mr.
Heater	Buddy	in	a	180-square-foot	room,	and	the	room	temperature	increased	from	70	to	78	degrees	Fahrenheit	within	30	minutes.	However,	the	outdoor	temperature	was	pretty	mild,	and	factors	such	as	colder	outdoor	temperatures	or	the	thickness	of	wall	insulation	could	result	in	different	heating	experiences.	For	long-term	winter	heating,	it	might
be	more	cost-effective	to	connect	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	to	a	20-gallon	or	40-gallon	propane	tank,	but	doing	so	will	require	using	a	suitable	connecting	hose	that	doesn’t	come	with	the	heater.	However,	consumers	can	purchase	this	hose	online.	Photo:	Glenda	Taylor	for	Bob	Vila	This	propane-fueled	compact	heater	burns	clean	and	does	not	release
toxic	fumes,	so	no	exhaust	venting	is	necessary.	However,	any	indoor	fire	will	consume	oxygen	and	then	allow	oxygen	levels	to	drop.	To	combat	that	issue,	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	features	the	abovementioned	ODS	that	detects	when	the	oxygen	level	in	the	room	drops	to	an	unhealthy	level	and	automatically	shuts	off	the	heater.	Opening	a	window
occasionally	to	allow	fresh	air	into	the	room	should	reduce	the	likelihood	of	the	heater	using	too	much	oxygen	and	shutting	off.	Note:	It’s	always	important	to	test	the	connection	between	the	propane	bottle	and	the	heater	connector	(where	the	bottle	screws	in)	to	ensure	the	bottle	is	fully	in	place	so	gas	doesn’t	leak	into	the	room.	Completing	this
process	is	easy.	Add	several	drops	of	dishwashing	liquid	to	a	spray	bottle	of	water	and	spray	the	connection	with	the	soapy	water	every	time	you	attach	a	new	propane	bottle.	Any	leaks	will	reveal	themselves	as	bubbles	at	the	connection	site.	If	that	occurs,	tighten	the	bottle	and	repeat	the	process	until	no	bubbles	appear.	Photo:	Glenda	Taylor	for	Bob
Vila	For	anyone	seeking	a	portable,	efficient,	and	versatile	heating	solution	for	a	diverse	range	of	indoor	and	outdoor	scenarios,	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	can	be	a	valuable	addition.	The	compact	design	makes	it	an	excellent	recreational	or	camping	heater.	This	heater	is	also	a	dependable	emergency	heating	option	for	those	in	regions	prone	to	power
outages	or	extreme	weather	conditions,	providing	comfort	and	safety	during	unforeseen	crises.	Hobbyists,	artisans,	and	workers	in	workshops,	jobsites,	and	construction	trailers	can	also	rely	on	this	heater	for	consistent	warmth	while	working	or	enjoying	DIY	projects.	Shoppers	who	live	in	a	well-insulated	home	or	in	a	region	with	consistent	and
reliable	central	heating	may	not	find	the	Mr.	Heater	Buddy	to	be	a	necessary	purchase.	Likewise,	consumers	who	live	in	an	apartment	or	another	building	with	restrictions	on	propane-based	devices	might	not	have	a	practical	need	for	this	heater.	Glenda	Taylor	is	a	product	tester	and	writer	specializing	in	the	construction,	remodeling,	and	real	estate
industries.	She	and	her	husband	own	a	general	contracting	company,	and	Taylor	is	experienced	in	both	residential	and	commercial	building	applications.	She	tests	a	wide	range	of	power	tools,	as	well	as	other	home	improvement,	household,	and	lawn-and-garden	products.			Keeping	your	grass	green	and	your	plants	thriving	doesn’t	just	take	a	green
thumb—it	starts	with	the	right	tools	and	supplies.			I	believe	that	the	Mr	Buddy	Heater	is	one	of	the	best	indoor	portable	propane	heaters	for	emergency	preparedness	(and	for	many	other	purposes).	I	have	one	and	can	attest	to	its	performance.	One	common	question	is	about	the	Buddy	Heater	run	time.	How	long	will	it	last	(low	–	high)	with	a	1	pound
or	20	pound	propane	tank…	(	jump	to	heater	run	times	)	The	primary	difference	between	the	Mr	Heater	Buddy	versus	Big	Buddy	is	the	fact	that	there	are	two	catalytic	heater	elements	on	the	Big	Buddy.	More	BTUs.	This	is	illustrated	in	the	image	below.	I	may	earn	a	commission	if	you	make	a	purchase,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.Thank	you	MH9BX	(4,000
–	9,000	BTU)	Indoor-Safe(Mr.	Heater	Store	on	AMZN)	MH18B	(4,000	–	9,000	–	18,000	BTU)	Indoor-Safe	For	the	cold	winter	season,	evaluate	your	emergency	backup	heat	sources.	Run	through	the	scenario	of	a	power	outage.	Especially	one	that	might	last	longer	than	just	a	few	hours!	One	product	that	I	discovered	(and	purchased)	is	the	‘Mr	Heater
Buddy’	(pictured	above).	I	have	found	them	to	be	quite	effective	(and	portable)	for	winter	preparedness	emergencies,	and	peace	of	mind!	It’s	a	portable	propane	heater	–	and	is	indoor	safe.	You	might	use	it	for	emergency	heating	at	home.	Or	portable	use	in	a	cabin,	garage,	workshop,	trailer,	RV,	greenhouse,	porches,	patios,	hunting	blinds,	etc..	(See
below	for	how	long	it	will	run	on	a	20	pound	tank	or	1	pound	cylinder	of	propane)	Regardless	of	whether	you	heat	with	oil,	natural	gas,	LP,	or	electric	–	chances	are	that	somewhere	in	the	heating	system	is	a	component	that	requires	120-volt	electrical	power	to	operate.	Susceptible	to	power	outage.	Examples	include	a	blower	fan,	pumps	(oil	pump,
water	circulation	pumps),	electronic	igniter,	thermostats,	etc..	When	the	power	goes	out,	so	will	your	furnace.	Common	power	outage	scenarios	include	severe	weather	during	winter.	Heavy	snow.	Wind.	Ice	storms.	Trees	and	limbs	come	down	–	and	power	goes	out.	A	power	outage	during	a	winter	storm	(especially	an	ice	storm)	will	often	last	longer
than	you	might	expect	due	to	the	poor	weather	conditions	and	getting	crews	out	there	to	begin	repairs	(getting	through	the	snow	and	ice,	cutting	trees,	limbs,	repairing	lines,	etc.).	The	sheer	number	of	repairs	may	take	the	power	company	a	long	time	to	catch	up.	The	‘Mr	Heater	Buddy’	portable	heater	will	function	without	electricity	and	will	operate
during	a	power	outage.	It	is	listed	safe	to	use	indoors	(VERY	important!).	It	is	a	very	efficient	catalytic	type	heater.	Although	it’s	essentially	100%	efficient,	I	highly	advise	being	equipped	with	a	carbon	monoxide	detector.	Also,	sleeping	in	space	heated	by	any	type	of	fuel	combustion	is	always	potentially	risky.	I	would	not	sleep	without	a	CO	detector
nearby,	regardless.	This	is	the	CO	detector	that	I	use:Carbon	Monoxide	Alarm	with	Battery	Backup(view	on	amzn)	[	Read	about:	Carbon	Monoxide	Poisoning	]	The	Mr	Heater	Buddy	really	cranks	out	the	heat!	Two	models	–	one	up	to	9,000	BTU,	the	other	up	to	18,000	BTU.	In	addition	to	1	lb	propane	bottles,	the	heater	can	optionally	connect	to	a
barbecue	grill	style	’20	pound’	propane	tank	for	a	long	lasting	fuel	source.	You	might	consider	using	the	following	adapter	hose	with	a	larger	tank	because	the	1-lb	propane	bottles	are	much	more	expensive	(although	convenient	for	quick	portability!).	(view	on	amzn)	This	fits	only	the	Big	Buddy	(18,000	BTU	model),>>	12-Foot	Propane	Hose	with
Regulator	This	fits	both	the	Buddy	(9,000	BTU	model)	and	Big	Buddy	(18,000	BTU),>>	10-foot	No-Leach	Hose	Model#	F273704	UPDATE:	You	can	also	refill	your	own	1lb	cylinders	with	the	following	adapter:	1#	bottle	refill	adapter	If	you	do	use	a	20	pound	(BBQ)	tank,	it	is	recommended	to	keep	that	tank	outdoors.	You	might	snake	the	hose	through
a	window.	Stuff	a	towel	in	the	crack	(to	keep	cold	air	from	getting	in)	as	you	close	the	window	on	the	hose.	[	Read:	How	To	Tell	How	Full	(or	Empty)	Your	Propane	Tank	Really	Is	]	Safety	features	include:	–	Automatic	low	oxygen	shutoff–	Accidental	tip-over	safety	shutoff–	100%	efficient


