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2020, the longest year on record, Hollywood largely was put on pause. Long-awaited horror films, like director Nia DaCosta's Jordan Peele-produced quasi-sequel to Candyman and Edgar Wright's time-travel flick Last Night in Soho, were forced to move their premiere dates in the wake of global lockdown. Halfway through 2021, dates have continued
to shift and find a new spot, now that theaters have safely reopened. Thankfully, streamers have also stepped in to debut upcoming films and ones we missed in 2020, so there's plenty to look forward to when it comes to bloody good horror fun. Reboots and sequels are king this year, with Spiral and Halloween Kills hoping to tug at our nostalgic heart
strings and reel us back in. But along with the old favorites there's potential new ones from familiar faces in the horror scene. James Wan, of Insidious, Saw, and The Conjuring fame is back with a new release that we'll probably have to watch with the lights on. Plus, actors Jesse Plemons and Keri Russell will take a stab at supernatural scares (and
maybe live to tell the tale) in a new film produced by Oscar-winner Guillermo Del Toro. Fingers crossed there's no more delays and we'll have more than enough horror to get us through the rest of the year. Here are 11 horror movies we're eager to see in 2021, from the ones that'll make us jump in our seats to the just plain gory. Advertisement -
Continue Reading Below After nine films, it's hard to believe that the Saw franchise still hasn't met its own fateful end, but we have reason to believe the next era of Jigsaw is worth watching: Chris Rock is starring in the new reboot alongside Samuel L. Jackson. And based on the trailer, the film will bring back some memorable games. Who says a
reboot has to reinvent the wheel?Spiral is out in theaters now. Stream It Here A Quiet Place Part II picks up where its predecessor left off. Following Lee's death (John Krasinski) and the knowledge that sound is both their weakness and weapon, the family of three forges on, only to encounter foes of the human kind. Also starring Cillian Murphy. A
Quiet Place Part II is out in theaters now. The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It The Conjuring universe has produced so many of its own franchises and films, from Annabelle to The Nun, it's hard to name them all. The beauty of The Conjuring films themselves is that they are perfect stand-alones. The third film explores yet another terrifying case
by Ed and Lorraine Warren, and we'll be hiding under the covers in anticipation.The Conjuring 3 is in theaters now and on HBOMax.Stream it Here We get it: The Purge franchise is polarizing, and for good reason; the first film was a stinker, but the movies have gotten progressively better when the series' creators realized the appeal of the series
was, in fact, the relentless, decriminalized violence. We want the next Purge and we want it now. Release date: July 2, 2021 Escape Room: Tournament of Champions The first Escape Room received mixed reviews from critics, but its sequel hopes to be a winner. The two winning contestants of the original are sucked back in, and have to help a new
group survive the game's simple rule: Escape, or die. Along the way, the contestants look to put a stop to the Saw-like horror competition.Release Date: July 16, 2021 M. Night Shyamalan's newest film is a horror flick made for summer. A family goes to the beach for a day of fun in the sun. The getaway devolves into terror when they realize they're
aging at a rapid pace. How rapid? Each family member only has one day to live. You may want to reschedule your beach vacation after this one.Release Date: July 23, 2021 A few years back, Don't Breathe quietly entered theaters. It was a stellar movie with an even more stellar premise. Still, it seemed like the buzz around the film didn't really pan out
in the way that it should have. Fortunately, audiences will get reacquainted with the villain at the center of the film with its long-awaited sequel. Again, we don't know much, but we do know we're in for another wild ride. (No trailer yet either, but relish in the original flick's teaser.)Release date: August 13, 2021 A year after its premiere at Sundance,
The Night House is coming to Netflix. Director David Bruckner, of V/H/S and The Ritual helms the film about a widow experiencing haunting at the lake house her late husband built for her. Expect twists and turns and jump scares.Release Date: August 20, 2021 MH cover star Yahya Abdul-Mateen II stars in this quasi-sequel to the 1992 original about
a mythical killer with a hook for a hand, summoned by name by those willing to face him in the mirror. Directed by Nia Dacosta (recently hired to direct The Marvels for the MCU), and with Get Out and Us' Jordan Peele as a co-writer and producer, Candyman seems sure to become another classic.Premiere date: August 27, 2021 Director James Wan,
who co-created Insidious and Saw, has a brand new horror film called Malignant. There's not much information on what the film is about, and all we have so far is a promo from HBOMax's release roundup in January and a picture on Wan's Instagram. But if Wan's track record says anything, it could be the start of a new horror franchise when it drops
later this year.Premiere Date: September 10, 2021 The Halloween franchise has gone through its own revival after the success of the 2018 reboot. Now, we have not one, but two Halloween movies to look forward to. In 2021, we'll have the first of the duo of flicks, Halloween Kills, with the original scream queen, Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis)
returning once more to fight Michael Myers.Premiere date: October 15, 2021 We don't know much about Edgar Wright's Last Night in Soho. But we do know Wright's teaming up with actress Anya Taylor-Joy, who previously worked on one of the best horror films of the decade, The Witch. Frankly, we're already sold.Premiere date: October 22, 2021
Keri Russell (The Americans) and Jesse Plemons (Judas and the Black Messiah, Black Mirror) star in this supernatural horror film about a young boy whose family is hiding...something. Also it's produced by Oscar-winner Guillermo Del Toro, so as far as movies we're excited about this year, it's a no-brainer.Premiere Date: October 29, 2021 "Shang-Chi
and the Legend of the Ten Rings" and "Dear Evan Hansen" both came out in 2021. Marvel Studios/Universal Pictures "The Mitchells vs. The Machines" is an animated Netflix flick. Netflix Rotten Tomatoes score: 98%Summary: Before Katie Mitchell's (voiced by Abbi Jacobson) first day of college, her parents pile everyone in the car for one last road
trip, but their family vacation hits a snag when it coincides with a global robot apocalypse. Funny, fresh, and filled with inventive animation, "The Mitchells vs. The Machines" got a rush of praise from a variety of critics. "'The Mitchells vs. The Machines' is a movie I'll keep returning to when I need its welcome, warm-hearted, acerbic-but-never-bitter
comedy," Matt Goldberg wrote for Collider. An icon in the shape of a lightning bolt. Keep reading More: Features Freelancer End of Year 2021 Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings If you weren't already counting down the days until the new Mortal Kombat movie, all you need is seven minutes to be fully converted. Warner Bros. Pictures and
HBO Max just released the opening scene of the upcoming reboot, and the film's first seven minutes are full of action, gore, and some serious vengeance.Basically, as one fan commented on the YouTube clip, “This seven minutes feels like my life's most important seven minutes.”The scene reveals the beginnings of Scorpion and Sub-Zero's epic feud,
which is the backbone of the reboot. In the seven-minute slaughterfest, Hanzo Hasashi a.k.a. Scorpion’s life is “forever changed” when his compound is attacked by Bi-Han a.k.a. Sub-Zero. Spoiler alert: Hasashi’s wife and son die, freezing to death by Bi-Han'’s chilly ways. But there’s little time to mourn the loss as Hasashi is forced to take on countless
masked intruders in a gory, badass martial arts battle. Seriously, the dagger-tied-to-a-rope move is downright sick — and explains where Hasashi gets his signature kunai.After all Bi-Han’s masked cronies are, well, obliterated, Hasashi confront’s his nemesis, who taunts him in Chinese. Responding in Japanese, Hasashi says, “I may not understand
your words, but I promise you this, I will kill you.”Well, there’s only one thing left to say: “Finish him.”Mortal Kombat releases Friday, April 23 both in theaters and on HBO Max.Katie Dupere is an editor and writer in New York City specializing in identity, internet culture, social good, lifestyle and beauty topics.
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