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Coptic	etymological	dictionary

Solar	wind	is	a	continuous	stream	of	mostly	hydrogen	and	helium	that	flows	outward	from	the	sun	in	all	directions.	It	does	everything	from	disrupt	GPS	signals	to	create	the	aurora	borealis.By	Mark	ManciniHe	built	President	Eisenhower	an	indoor	golf-training	machine,	analyzed	the	Zapruder	film	and	searched	for	an	Egyptian	pyramid's	treasure
chamber	using	cosmic	rays.	Aren't	you	dying	to	meet	this	wide-ranging	scientist?By	Nicholas	GerbisHe	is	famous	for	a	phrase	he	never	said,	for	wearing	turtlenecks	and	for	hosting	the	original	'Cosmos'	TV	series.	As	enthusiastic	about	the	stars	as	he	was	about	marijuana,	Carl	Sagan	led	a	very	surprising	life.	Here	are	10	cool	facts.By	Laurie	L.	Dove
Fight	for	what	you	want,	fight	against	what	is	harming	you,	even	tho	there	might	be	hardships	in	your	journey,	do	not	give	up!	Here	is	an	amazing	speech	on	ESPY	by	the	great	basketball	coach	&	cancer	fighter	Jim	Valvano	on	his	journey	fighting	through	cancer	and	how	we	should	all	be	determine	at	doing	what	we	love.	Treat	Your	goal	as	your	life
work	and	achieve	it	at	all	cost.	A	printed	dictionary	is	typically	found	in	one	volume	that	contains	tens	of	thousands	of	words	and	brief	definitions,	whereas	a	printed	set	of	encyclopedias	contains	multiple	volumes	and	in-depth	explanations	of	words	and	concepts.	A	dictionary	is	more	commonly	used	to	verify	the	meaning	of	a	word.	An	encyclopedia	is
used	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	that	word.	Encyclopedias	contain	more	general	knowledge	than	dictionaries.	A	dictionary	is	very	specific	regarding	the	pronunciation,	origin	and	use	of	a	word,	while	an	encyclopedia	explains	to	readers	why	that	word	is	important.	A	person	who	reads	a	page	from	an	encyclopedia	may	see	a	total	of	one	or	two
entries	on	that	page,	while	a	person	reading	a	page	in	a	dictionary	may	see	dozens	of	entries.	A	dictionary	features	thousands	of	words,	while	an	encyclopedia	includes	fewer	total	entries,	with	the	focus	being	on	explaining	a	word.	An	example	of	this	is	found	with	the	word	"platypus."	Looking	up	the	word	"platypus"	in	the	dictionary	yields	a	few
sentences	that	explain	what	a	platypus	is.	Looking	up	the	same	word	in	an	encyclopedia	results	in	several	paragraphs	that	provide	details,	such	as	where	the	animals	live,	how	they	reproduce	and	what	they	eat.	German	dictionaries	come	in	many	shapes,	sizes,	price	ranges,	and	language	variations.	They	range	in	format	from	online	and	CD-ROM
software	to	large	multivolume	print	editions	resembling	an	encyclopedia.	Smaller	editions	may	have	only	5,000	to	10,000	entries,	while	larger	hardcover	versions	offer	over	800,000	entries.	You	get	what	you	pay	for:	the	more	words,	the	more	money.	Choose	wisely!	But	it's	not	the	mere	amount	of	words	alone	that	make	a	good	German	dictionary.
There	are	a	few	other	factors	that	need	to	be	considered.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	how	to	pick	the	right	dictionary	for	your	German	learning.	Not	everyone	needs	a	German	dictionary	with	500,000	entries,	but	the	typical	paperback	dictionary	has	only	40,000	entries	or	less.	You'll	get	very	frustrated	using	a	dictionary	that's	not	up	to	your	needs.	Note
that	a	dual-language	dictionary	with	500,000	entries	is	actually	only	250,000	for	each	language.	Don't	get	a	dictionary	with	fewer	than	40,000	entries.	Monolingual,	German-only	dictionaries	offer	several	disadvantages,	especially	when	you	are	just	at	the	beginning	of	your	German	learning.	For	intermediate	and	advanced	learners	they	might	serve	as
additional	dictionaries	to	broaden	one's	ability	to	circumscribe	certain	things.	While	they	usually	contain	more	entries	they	are	also	very	heavy	and	impractical	for	daily	use.	Those	are	dictionaries	for	serious	language	students,	not	for	the	average	German	learners.	If	you	are	a	beginner	I	strongly	recommend	that	you	get	a	German-English	dictionary
to	be	very	clear	about	what	a	word	might	mean.	Take	a	look	at	a	few	At	times	I	have	come	across	German	learners	who	bought	their	dictionaries	in	Germany	because	they	were	simply	very	expensive	in	their	home	country.	The	problem	often	was	that	those	were	English-German	dictionaries,	meaning	they	were	made	for	Germans	who	were	learning
English.	Which	had	some	huge	disadvantages.	As	the	user	was	German	they	didn't	need	to	write	the	German	articles	or	plural	forms	into	the	dictionary	which	made	those	books	simply	useless	for	German	learners.	So	be	aware	of	such	issues	and	pick	a	dictionary	that	was	written	for	learners	of	German	as	a	foreign	language	(=Deutsch	als
Fremdsprache).	Even	a	few	years	ago	there	was	no	substitute	for	a	real	print	dictionary	you	could	hold	in	your	hands,	but	nowadays	online	German	dictionaries	are	the	way	to	go.	They	are	extremely	helpful	and	can	save	you	a	lot	of	time.	They	also	have	one	huge	advantage	over	any	paper	dictionary:	They	weigh	absolutely	nothing.	In	the	age	of	the
smartphone,	you'll	always	have	some	of	the	best	dictionaries	right	at	hand	wherever	you	are.	The	advantages	of	those	dictionaries	are	just	amazing.	Nevertheless,	about.com	offers	its	own	English-German	glossaries	and	links	to	many	online	German	dictionaries	that	can	still	be	quite	helpful.	Sometimes	a	regular	German	dictionary,	no	matter	how
good	it	may	be,	just	isn't	adequate	for	the	job.	That's	when	a	medical,	technical,	business,	scientific	or	other	industrial-strength	dictionary	is	called	for.	Such	specialized	dictionaries	tend	to	be	expensive,	but	they	fill	a	need.	Some	are	available	online.	Whatever	kind	of	dictionary	you	decide	on,	make	sure	it	has	the	basics:	the	article,	which	means	the
gender	of	nouns,	noun	plurals,	genitive	endings	of	nouns,	the	cases	for	the	German	prepositions	and	at	least	40,000	entries.	Cheap	print	dictionaries	often	lack	such	information	and	are	not	worth	buying.	Most	online	dictionaries	even	provide	you	with	audio	samples	of	how	a	word	is	pronounced.	It's	advisable	to	look	for	a	natural	pronunciation	like
e.g.	linguee.	Original	Article	by:	Hyde	Flippo	Edited,	23rd	of	June	2015	by:	Michael	Schmitz	The	etymology	of	a	word	refers	to	its	origin	and	historical	development:	that	is,	its	earliest	known	use,	its	transmission	from	one	language	to	another,	and	its	changes	in	form	and	meaning.	Etymology	is	also	the	term	for	the	branch	of	linguistics	that	studies
word	histories.	A	definition	tells	us	what	a	word	means	and	how	it's	used	in	our	own	time.	An	etymology	tells	us	where	a	word	came	from	(often,	but	not	always,	from	another	language)	and	what	it	used	to	mean.	For	example,	according	to	The	American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	the	definition	of	the	word	disaster	is	"an	occurrence
causing	widespread	destruction	and	distress;	a	catastrophe"	or	"a	grave	misfortune."	But	the	etymology	of	the	word	disaster	takes	us	back	to	a	time	when	people	commonly	blamed	great	misfortunes	on	the	influence	of	the	stars.	Disaster	first	appeared	in	English	in	the	late	16th	century,	just	in	time	for	Shakespeare	to	use	the	word	in	the	play	King
Lear.	It	arrived	by	way	of	the	Old	Italian	word	disastro,	which	meant	"unfavorable	to	one's	stars."	This	older,	astrological	sense	of	disaster	becomes	easier	to	understand	when	we	study	its	Latin	root	word,	astrum,	which	also	appears	in	our	modern	"star"	word	astronomy.	With	the	negative	Latin	prefix	dis-	("apart")	added	to	astrum	("star"),	the	word
(in	Latin,	Old	Italian,	and	Middle	French)	conveyed	the	idea	that	a	catastrophe	could	be	traced	to	the	"evil	influence	of	a	star	or	planet"	(a	definition	that	the	dictionary	tells	us	is	now	"obsolete").	Not	at	all,	though	people	sometimes	try	to	make	this	argument.	The	word	etymology	is	derived	from	the	Greek	word	etymon,	which	means	"the	true	sense	of
a	word."	But	in	fact	the	original	meaning	of	a	word	is	often	different	from	its	contemporary	definition.	The	meanings	of	many	words	have	changed	over	time,	and	older	senses	of	a	word	may	grow	uncommon	or	disappear	entirely	from	everyday	use.	Disaster,	for	instance,	no	longer	means	the	"evil	influence	of	a	star	or	planet,"	just	as	consider	no	longer
means	"to	observe	the	stars."	Let's	look	at	another	example.	Our	English	word	salary	is	defined	by	The	American	Heritage	Dictionary	as	"fixed	compensation	for	services,	paid	to	a	person	on	a	regular	basis."	Its	etymology	can	be	traced	back	2,000	years	to	sal,	the	Latin	word	for	salt.	So	what's	the	connection	between	salt	and	salary?	The	Roman
historian	Pliny	the	Elder	tells	us	that	"in	Rome,	a	soldier	was	paid	in	salt,"	which	back	then	was	widely	used	as	a	food	preservative.	Eventually,	this	salarium	came	to	signify	a	stipend	paid	in	any	form,	usually	money.	Even	today	the	expression	"worth	your	salt"	indicates	that	you're	working	hard	and	earning	your	salary.	However,	this	doesn't	mean
that	salt	is	the	true	definition	of	salary.	New	words	have	entered	(and	continue	to	enter)	the	English	language	in	many	different	ways.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	methods.	BorrowingThe	majority	of	the	words	used	in	modern	English	have	been	borrowed	from	other	languages.	Although	most	of	our	vocabulary	comes	from	Latin	and	Greek
(often	by	way	of	other	European	languages),	English	has	borrowed	words	from	more	than	300	different	languages	around	the	world.	Here	are	just	a	few	examples:futon	(from	the	Japanese	word	for	"bedclothes,	bedding")	hamster	(Middle	High	German	hamastra)	kangaroo	(Aboriginal	language	of	Guugu	Yimidhirr,	gangurru	,	referring	to	a	species	of
kangaroo)	kink	(Dutch,	"twist	in	a	rope")	moccasin	(Native	American	Indian,	Virginia	Algonquian,	akin	to	Powhatan	mäkäsn	and	Ojibwa	makisin)	molasses	(Portuguese	melaços,	from	Late	Latin	mellceum,	from	Latin	mel,	"honey")	muscle	(Latin	musculus,	"mouse")	slogan	(alteration	of	Scots	slogorne,	"battle	cry")	smorgasbord	(Swedish,	literally	"bread
and	butter	table")	whiskey	(Old	Irish	uisce,	"water,"	and	bethad,	"of	life")	Clipping	or	ShorteningSome	new	words	are	simply	shortened	forms	of	existing	words,	for	instance	indie	from	independent;	exam	from	examination;	flu	from	influenza,	and	fax	from	facsimile.	CompoundingA	new	word	may	also	be	created	by	combining	two	or	more	existing
words:	fire	engine,	for	example,	and	babysitter.	BlendsA	blend,	also	called	a	portmanteau	word,	is	a	word	formed	by	merging	the	sounds	and	meanings	of	two	or	more	other	words.	Examples	include	moped,	from	mo(tor)	+	ped(al),	and	brunch,	from	br(eakfast)	+	(l)unch.	Conversion	or	Functional	ShiftNew	words	are	often	formed	by	changing	an
existing	word	from	one	part	of	speech	to	another.	For	example,	innovations	in	technology	have	encouraged	the	transformation	of	the	nouns	network,	Google,	and	microwave	into	verbs.	Transfer	of	Proper	NounsSometimes	the	names	of	people,	places,	and	things	become	generalized	vocabulary	words.	For	instance,	the	noun	maverick	was	derived	from
the	name	of	an	American	cattleman,	Samuel	Augustus	Maverick.	The	saxophone	was	named	after	Sax,	the	surname	of	a	19th-century	Belgian	family	that	made	musical	instruments.	Neologisms	or	Creative	CoinagesNow	and	then,	new	products	or	processes	inspire	the	creation	of	entirely	new	words.	Such	neologisms	are	usually	short	lived,	never	even
making	it	into	a	dictionary.	Nevertheless,	some	have	endured,	for	example	quark	(coined	by	novelist	James	Joyce),	galumph	(Lewis	Carroll),	aspirin	(originally	a	trademark),	grok	(Robert	A.	Heinlein).	Imitation	of	SoundsWords	are	also	created	by	onomatopoeia,	naming	things	by	imitating	the	sounds	that	are	associated	with	them:	boo,	bow-wow,
tinkle,	click.	If	a	word's	etymology	is	not	the	same	as	its	definition,	why	should	we	care	at	all	about	word	histories?	Well,	for	one	thing,	understanding	how	words	have	developed	can	teach	us	a	great	deal	about	our	cultural	history.	In	addition,	studying	the	histories	of	familiar	words	can	help	us	deduce	the	meanings	of	unfamiliar	words,	thereby
enriching	our	vocabularies.	Finally,	word	stories	are	often	both	entertaining	and	thought	provoking.	In	short,	as	any	youngster	can	tell	you,	words	are	fun.	libellule789/Pixabay	Bilingual	dictionaries	are	great,	but	English	learner	dictionaries	are	better.	These	dictionaries	have	been	designed	with	English	learners	in	mind,	and	as	such	provide	extra
learning	tools	for	pronunciation,	verb	types,	basic	grammar	structures,	and	more.	These	dictionaries	are	also	designed	with	standard	test	syllabi	in	mind,	so	learners	are	guided	towards	the	TOEFL,	IELTS,	or	any	of	the	Cambridge	Suite	of	Exams	(PET,	KET,	FCE,	CAE,	and	Proficiency).	"Longman"	is	the	very	best	dictionary	for	students	learning
English	to	study,	live,	and	work	in	North	America.	This	dictionary	provides	lots	of	handy	reference	materials,	special	in-depth	looks	at	issues	such	as	idioms,	phrasal	verbs,	and	more.	"The	American	Heritage	Dictionary	for	Learners	of	English"	is	specially	designed	to	suit	the	needs	of	ESL	students.	An	up-to-date	word	list,	definitions	adapted	from	"The
American	Heritage	Dictionary"	databases,	abundant	sample	sentences	and	phrases,	and	an	easy-to-use	alphabetic	pronunciation	system	all	create	an	excellent	learning	tool.	The	standard	in	British	English,	the	"Cambridge	Advanced	Learner's	Dictionary"	is	the	ideal	tool	for	English	learners	who	wish	to	take	any	of	the	Cambridge	advanced	exams
(FCE,	CAE,	and	Proficiency).	This	dictionary	includes	a	learning	CD-ROM	with	helpful	resources	and	exercises.	For	lower-level	learners,	the	"Oxford	Elementary	Learner's	Dictionary	of	English"	provides	key	English	learning	resources	especially	suited	for	British	English	classes.	Oxford's	"Advanced	Learner's	Dictionary"	is	suited	to	advanced	level
learners	of	British	English.	Unlike	most	North	American	resources,	Oxford	does	a	great	job	of	providing	comparisons	between	standard	North	American	and	British	English.	This	dictionary	is	excellent	for	those	who	wish	to	study	English	as	a	global	language.
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