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Overview:The	State	Office	of	Vital	Records	provides	certified	copies	of	marriage	applications,	certificates	and	verifications.A	marriage	application	and/or	certificate	is	an	official	recording	of	a	couples	marriage.	It	is	used	for:Serving	as	evidence	of	a	name	change	for	the	involved	partiesLegitimation	purposesGenealogical	researchDivorce
proceedingsMarriage	Applications	and	Certificates:These	records	are	available	at	the	State	Office	of	Vital	Records	fromJune	1952	to	August	1996.Marriage	records	outside	this	time	are	available	at	the	county	Probate	Office	in	the	county	the	marriage	license	was	issued.(Please	note:	A	certified	copy	of	the	marriage	application	is	only	available	to	the
Bride/Party	1	and	Groom/Party	2)	Requestfor	Search	of	Marriage	Form	Marriage	Verifications:If	you	are	not	sure	of	the	county	in	which	the	marriage	occurred	or	need	this	information	for	genealogical	purposes,	please	consider	requesting	a	marriage	verification	by	filling	out	the	form	below.	The	State	Office	of	Vital	Records	can	search	for
andverifymarriages	that	occurred	on	or	afterJanuary	1,	2014.Marriage	records	outside	this	period	are	available	at	the	county	Probate	Office	in	the	county	the	marriage	license	was	issued.	MarriageVerification	Request	Form	Requesting	a	copyTo	request	a	copy	of	the	marriage	application,	certificate,	and/or	verification,	please	complete	and	mail	the
applicable	form	to	our	office.There	is	a$10.00	search	fee	for	marriage	requestsThe	$10.00	search	fee	isNON-REFUNDABLE;	if	the	file	is	FOUND,	one	certified	letter	will	be	providedThere	is	anadditional	copy	fee	of	$5.00for	each	copy	requested	at	the	time	of	purchaseChanges	to	Marriage	Certificates/ApplicationsTo	make	a	change	to	the	application
and/or	certificate,	please	contact	the	probate	court	in	the	county	in	which	the	marriage	occurred.Page	last	updated	1/9/2025	You	can	apply	for	a	marriage	license	at	the	probate	court.	It's	typically	located	at	the	county	courthouse.	Some	high	population	counties	(400,000+)	have	extra	satellite	courthouses	available.	Note:	Your	application	will	be
processed	by	the	probate	court	clerk,	deputy,	or	judge.	Costs	How	much	does	the	marriage	license	cost?	A	Georgia	marriage	license	costs	between	$56	and	$82,	depending	on	the	county.	How	does	my	residency	factor	into	applying?	Are	you	or	your	fianc	a	Georgia	resident?	If	either	you	or	your	fianc	is	a	Georgia	resident,	you	may	apply	for	a
marriage	license	at	any	Georgia	probate	court.	Are	both	you	and	your	fianc	nonresidents	of	Georgia?	If	neither	you	nor	your	fianc	is	a	Georgia	resident,	apply	for	a	marriage	license	in	the	county	where	the	marriage	ceremony	will	take	place.	Usage	Where	can	I	use	my	marriage	license?	If	you	or	your	fianc	is	a	Georgia	resident,	you	can	marry
anywhere	in	the	state.	Otherwise,	apply	and	marry	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	will	occur.	Application	What	information	do	I	have	to	provide	on	the	application?	The	marriage	license	application	will	ask	for	your	current	name,	new	last	name	after	marriage,	residence,	date	and	place	of	birth,	social	security	number,	marital	history,	along	with
your	parents'	names,	residences,	and	dates	and	places	of	birth.	Attendance	What	if	I	can't	apply	in	person?	You	must	apply	together,	in	person.	Georgia	does	not	offer	the	ability	to	submit	an	absentee	marriage	license	application.	Age	Requirements	How	old	must	I	be	to	marry?	Aged	18	and	over?	If	you're	18	years	old	or	over,	parental	consent	to
marry	is	unnecessary.	Aged	16	and	17?	If	you're	16	or	17	years	old,	you	can	marry	with	the	consent	of	your	custodial	parents	or	guardian.	Consent	is	either	granted	face-to-face	with	the	probate	court	judge	or	by	affidavit.	Aged	15	and	below?	Minors	below	the	age	of	16	are	not	allowed	to	marry.	Premarital	Education	What's	to	gain	by	taking	a
premarital	education	course?	Your	marriage	license	fee	will	be	reduced	by	$40	if	you	and	your	fianc	present	a	6-hour	premarital	education	course	certificate	of	completion,	signed	by	an	authorized	instructor	within	the	past	year.	Waiting	Period	When	will	my	marriage	license	be	issued?	Your	marriage	license	will	be	issued	immediately	and	can	be	used
right	away.	Expiration	How	long	will	my	marriage	license	last?	Your	marriage	license	will	expire	60	days	after	it's	been	issued.	Identification	What	ID	must	I	bring?	Bring	ID	to	confirm	your	age,	such	as	a	driver's	license,	state-issued	ID	card,	military	ID	card,	passport,	birth	certificate,	immigration	papers,	or	citizenship	papers.	Note:	Documents	not
written	in	English	must	be	accompanied	by	a	certified	and	notarized	English	translation.	Blood	Test	Do	I	have	to	get	a	blood	test?	You're	not	required	to	get	a	blood	test	before	marriage.	However,	you'll	be	given	brochures	on	AIDS	and	sickle	cell	disease	that	recommend	getting	tested.	Divorced	What	if	I've	been	divorced?	There's	a	high	likelihood
you'll	be	asked	to	show	a	certified	copy	of	your	divorce	decree	from	every	prior	divorce.	Widowed	What	if	I'm	a	widow	or	widower?	Depending	on	the	probate	court,	you	may	be	asked	to	produce	an	obituary	notice	or	certified	copy	of	the	death	certificate	for	your	late	spouse.	Witnesses	Do	I	have	to	bring	witnesses?	You	do	not	have	to	bring	witnesses
to	your	marriage	ceremony.	Name	Change	How	do	I	change	my	name	after	marriage?	Your	marriage	certificate	can	be	used	to	change	your	name	with	government	institutions	based	on	the	new	name	you	specify	on	the	application.	You	can	use	a	marriage	name	change	service	to	prepare	the	forms	before	or	after	your	marriage	ceremony.	License
Return	When	must	my	license	be	returned?	Your	marriage	license	must	be	returned	to	the	probate	court	judge	to	be	recorded	no	later	than	30	days	after	your	marriage	ceremony.	Marriage	Certificate	How	do	I	get	a	copy	of	my	marriage	certificate?	You	can	purchase	a	certified	copy	of	your	marriage	certificate	for	roughly	$10	from	the	probate	court
that	issued	and	recorded	your	marriage	license.	Common-law	Marriage	Can	I	establish	a	common-law	marriage?	Georgia	will	only	recognize	a	common-law	marriage	established	before	January	1,	1997.	Cousin	Marriage	Am	I	allowed	to	marry	my	cousin?	You	can	marry	your	first	cousin,	but	no	family	relationship	closer	than	that.	Proxy	Marriage	Can	I
get	married	by	proxy?	You	cannot	get	married	by	proxy	in	Georgia.	Civil	Ceremony	Where	can	I	get	married	in	a	civil	ceremony?	You	can	request	the	probate	court	judge	preside	over	your	civil	ceremony.	The	fee	is	usually	minor	and	sometimes	even	free.	If	you	can't	be	scheduled	in	a	timely	manner	due	to	lack	of	available	appointments,	you	may	be
referred	to	a	magistrate	court.	Disclaimer:	General	This	information	was	prepared	as	a	public	service	of	the	State	of	Georgia	to	provide	general	information,	not	to	advise	on	any	specific	legal	problem.	It	is	not,	and	cannot	be	construed	to	be,	legal	advice.	If	you	have	questions	regarding	any	matter	contained	on	this	page,	please	contact	the	related
agency.	Marriage	licenses	are	issued	by	county	probate	courts	and	require	applicants	to	be	at	least	18	years	old,	of	sound	mind,	and	have	no	living	spouse	from	a	prior	un-dissolved	marriage.	If	both	individuals	are	17	years	old,	they	must	complete	premarital	education.	Georgia	residents	can	apply	for	a	marriage	license	in	any	county	in	Georgia,	but
non-residents	must	obtain	the	license	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	will	take	place.To	obtain	a	marriage	license,	applicants	must	complete	an	online	application	before	appearing	in	person.	The	process	requires	a	three-step	process:	completing	the	online	application	with	the	Fillable	Form,	submitting	the	application,	and	completing	the	marriage
license.	The	cost	of	the	marriage	license	is	$76,	and	applicants	can	begin	the	application	process	online	at	for	faster	in-office	application	time.Marriage	licenses	in	Georgia	have	varying	prices	depending	on	the	county,	but	generally	cost	around	$50-60.	To	decrease	the	cost	of	the	application,	applicants	can	take	a	six-hour	premarital	education
program.	Marriage	license	applications	are	processed	on	a	walk-in	basis	only,	and	once	married,	the	original	license	must	be	returned	to	the	Probate	Court	personally	or	by	U.S.	Mail.In	Georgia,	there	is	no	waiting	period	for	couples	who	want	to	get	married.	A	couple	can	obtain	a	marriage	license	anywhere	in	Georgia	if	one	of	the	prospective	spouses
lives	there.	If	neither	prospective	spouse	lives	in	Georgia,	the	license	must	be	issued	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	will	take	place.To	get	married	online	in	Georgia,	applicants	must	ensure	eligibility,	complete	the	online	application,	and	visit	the	office	to	complete	the	process.	They	must	bring	a	valid	ID	and	the	cost	of	the	license,	which	is	$56	or
more.	Georgia	Marriage	License	What	You	need	to	get	started	#license	#GeorgiaOn	our	page,	youll	get	the	latest	detailed	information	on	getting	a	Georgia	Marriage	License.	Here	you	can	find	how	to	apply	forHow	much	does	it	cost	to	get	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia?The	marriage	license	fee	is	$56.00	(cash/credit/debit)	or	$16	(cash/credit/debit).
You	can	get	a	discount	if	you	provide	a	certificate	of	completion	for	a	premarital	education	program.	You	must	complete	premarital	education	within	12	months	of	applying	for	a	marriage	license.	Couples	must	take	the	education	together.	Call	770-528-1931	for	more	info	on	the	Certificate	of	Completion.	A	2.00	or	3.5%	service	fee	will	be	added	to	all
credit	card	transactions.	This	fee	goes	to	nCourt,	the	vendor	that	processes	payments	for	Probate	Courts.	All	fees	are	non-refundable.	Call	770-528-1931	if	you	have	any	questions.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)How	fast	can	you	get	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia?Application	submission	info.	The	marriage	license	and	marriage	report	forms	can	be	typed
or	printed	neatly	in	black	ink.	These	forms	must	be	neat	and	legible.	Turn	in	both	forms	to	the	Probate	Court.	The	marriage	license	is	issued	at	the	time	of	the	application.	The	Probate	Court	takes	about	10-30	minutes	to	process	applications.	Once	the	license	is	issued,	you	can	get	married	right	away.	The	marriage	license	lets	the	officiant	perform	the
ceremony.	The	marriage	certificate	proves	you	are	married.	We	will	ask	you	to	provide	a	permanent	address	for	the	marriage	certificate	to	be	mailed	after	your	marriage	information	is	recorded.	You	can	download	or	pick	up	the	application	packet	at	the	Probate	Court	between	8:00	a.m.	and	5:00	p.m.	Monday	through	Friday	(excluding	holidays).Read
also:	Can	You	Wear	Pants	To	A	Winter	Wedding?Obtaining	Marriage	Certificates.	You	can	get	copies	of	marriage	certificates	at	the	Probate	Court	during	normal	business	hours	or	by	written	request.	There	is	a	$10	fee	for	each	copy.	Visit	the	marriage	certificates	page	for	more	information.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Can	non-residents	get	married	in
Georgia?It	is	illegal	to	marry	someone	of	the	same	gender	in	Georgia.	Georgia	lets	couples	get	married	in	ways	other	countries	dont.	This	includes	making	it	easier	to	get	married,	lowering	fees,	and	legalizing	and	documenting	their	relationship.	Read	on	to	learn	more	about	foreign	marriages	in	Georgia.	How	to	get	married	in	Georgia	if	youre	a
foreigner.	Georgia	offers	civil	and	religious	weddings.	A	civil	ceremony	is	one	that	is	legal,	but	a	religious	ceremony	is	one	that	is	religious.	The	Georgian	region	does	not	discriminate	based	on	ethnicity	or	religion.The	wedding	can	take	place	if	the	customer	submits	all	the	necessary	papers.	Georgia	is	also	a	signatory	to	the	Apostille	Convention,
which	makes	a	marriage	license	legal	in	other	countries	once	it	has	been	apostilled.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Can	I	get	married	the	same	day	I	apply	for	a	marriage	license	Georgia?In	Chatham	County,	you	can	request	a	marriage	license	by	email	or	in	person	at	the	probate	court.	In	Clayton	County,	you	must	apply	for	a	marriage	license	online
before	signing	the	forms	in	person.	You	can	get	married	in	Georgia	as	soon	as	you	get	your	license.	You	can	get	a	license	far	in	advance	of	your	wedding.	In	Georgia,	marriage	licenses	dont	expire,	so	I	encourage	couples	to	get	one	as	soon	as	possible,	Guess	says.	Some	Georgia	probate	courts	have	changed	to	an	appointment-only	process,	and
appointments	are	months	out.	In	the	metro	counties,	you	often	have	to	wait	in	line	for	up	to	two	hours.	Its	best	to	get	it	done	on	a	day	when	you	have	nothing	planned.And	while	all	marriage	licenses	are	issued	the	same	day,	the	marriage	certificate	process	might	take	some	time,	Guess	says.	After	the	ceremony,	the	officiant	signs	the	license	and	sends
it	back	to	the	court.	Then,	the	court	will	send	the	couple	their	marriage	certificate.	This	process	can	take	up	to	30	days.	Just	be	patient	and	follow	up	with	the	clerk	if	you	dont	get	your	marriage	certificate	within	30	days,	she	adds.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)How	to	get	married	quickly	in	GA?You	can	get	married	in	Georgia	right	away.	You	can	get	a
license	anytime.	In	Georgia,	marriage	licenses	dont	expire,	so	I	encourage	couples	to	get	one	as	soon	as	possible,	Guess	says.	Some	Georgia	probate	courts	have	changed	to	an	appointment-only	process,	so	it	can	take	months	to	get	an	appointment.	In	the	metro	counties,	you	often	have	to	wait	in	line	for	up	to	two	hours.	Its	best	to	get	it	done	on	a	day
when	you	have	nothing	planned.And	while	all	marriage	licenses	are	issued	the	same	day,	the	marriage	certificate	process	might	take	some	time,	Guess	says.	After	the	ceremony,	the	officiant	signs	the	license	and	sends	it	back	to	the	court.	Then,	the	court	will	send	the	couple	their	marriage	certificate.	This	process	can	take	up	to	30	days.	Just	be
patient	and	follow	up	with	the	clerk	if	you	dont	get	your	marriage	certificate	within	30	days,	she	adds.Read	also:	Can	A	Cantor	Officiate	A	Jewish	Wedding?(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	documents	do	I	need	to	get	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia?You	need	proof	of	age,	proof	of	divorce	(if	applicable),	and	a	way	to	pay	when	applying	for	a	marriage
license.	Return	the	signed	marriage	license	to	the	probate	court	within	30	days	of	the	ceremony.	Youll	get	your	marriage	certificate	by	mail	in	30	days.Disclaimer:	This	information	is	provided	as	a	public	service	of	the	State	of	Georgia	and	is	not	intended	to	provide	legal	advice.	This	is	not	legal	advice.	If	you	have	questions,	contact	the	related
agency.Can	you	get	a	marriage	license	on	the	same	day	in	GA?You	can	get	married	in	Georgia	without	a	waiting	period.	A	waiting	period	is	a	period	before	a	marriage	license	can	be	signed.	Many	states	have	a	waiting	period	or	one	that	can	be	avoided	by	premarital	counseling.	You	can	get	married	in	Georgia	the	same	day.	Applicants	can	get	a
marriage	license	in	any	county	Probate	Court	in	Georgia,	as	long	as	at	least	one	applicant	is	a	Georgia	resident.	If	neither	spouse	is	from	Georgia,	they	can	still	get	married	in	Georgia.	They	must	file	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	will	be	held.	Some	states	require	premarital	counseling.	Georgia	offers	incentives	to	couples	who	attend	premarital
counseling.	Georgia	marriage	license	fees	are	$56	without	premarital	education	and	$16	with	it.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Can	you	get	married	in	Georgia	without	being	a	resident?If	at	least	one	person	getting	married	is	from	Georgia,	they	can	get	a	marriage	license	at	any	probate	court	in	the	state.	If	neither	person	is	from	Georgia,	the	license
must	be	issued	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	is	taking	place.	Both	people	must	be	there	to	get	a	marriage	license.	You	will	need	proof	of	age,	proof	of	divorce	(if	applicable),	and	payment	when	applying	for	a	marriage	license.	Return	the	signed	license	to	the	probate	court	within	30	days	of	the	ceremony.	Youll	get	your	marriage	certificate	by	mail
in	30	days.Disclaimer:	This	information	was	prepared	by	the	State	of	Georgia	to	provide	general	information,	not	to	advise	on	any	specific	legal	problem.	This	is	not	legal	advice.	If	you	have	questions,	contact	the	related	agency.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	documents	do	I	need	to	get	married	in	GA?You	need	proof	of	age,	proof	of	divorce	(if
applicable),	and	a	way	to	pay	when	applying	for	a	marriage	license.	Return	the	signed	marriage	license	to	the	probate	court	within	30	days	of	the	ceremony.	You	will	get	your	marriage	certificate	by	mail	in	30	days.Disclaimer:	This	information	is	provided	as	a	public	service	of	the	State	of	Georgia	and	is	not	intended	to	provide	legal	advice.	This	is	not
legal	advice.	If	you	have	questions,	contact	the	related	agency.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Can	non	residents	get	married	in	Georgia?It	is	illegal	to	marry	someone	of	the	same	gender	in	Georgia.	Georgia	lets	couples	get	married	in	ways	other	countries	dont.	This	includes	making	it	easier	to	get	married,	lowering	fees,	and	legalizing	and	documenting
their	relationship.	Read	on	to	learn	more	about	foreign	marriages	in	Georgia.	How	to	get	married	in	Georgia	if	youre	a	foreigner.	Georgia	offers	civil	and	religious	weddings.	A	civil	ceremony	is	one	that	is	legal,	but	a	religious	ceremony	is	one	that	is	religious.	The	Georgian	region	does	not	discriminate	based	on	ethnicity	or	religion.The	wedding	can
take	place	if	the	customer	submits	all	the	necessary	papers.	Georgia	is	also	a	signatory	to	the	Apostille	Convention,	which	makes	a	marriage	license	legal	in	other	countries	once	it	has	been	apostilled.	3	Georgia	Marriage	License	Filing	TipsGeorgia	is	a	peach	of	a	state	when	it	comes	to	engaged	couples	applying	for	their	marriage	license!	Follow	the
tips	in	our	video(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	ALL	marriage	license	applications	are	by	appointment	only!	Please	do	not	wait	until	the	last	minute	or	walk	into	Probate	Court	unprepared.	Walk-in	applicants	will	be	given	the	online	link	to	make	an	appointment	at	a	later	time.	Marriage	License	Applications	require	a	three-step	process:	You	must
complete	your	application	online	with	the	Fillable	Form	and	submit	the	application.	Marriage	License	Application	Follow	this	link	to	schedule	an	appointment	when	both	applicants	come	to	court	for	your	license	and	to	pay	the	fees.	Note:	Please	do	not	schedule	your	appointment	until	you	have	completed	and	submitted	the	application,	have	all
necessary	documents,	and	current	IDs.	Click	Here	to	Schedule	Licensing	Appointment	When	you	arrive	at	the	Probate	Court	for	your	appointment,	you	MUST	have	submitted	your	marriage	license	application	and	have	all	necessary	supporting	documents.	Necessary	supporting	documents	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	both	applicants'	current
driver's	licenses	or	passports,	signed	or	sealed	divorce	judgment	from	the	last	marriage	or	death	certificate	for	last	former	spouse.	Having	all	necessary	supporting	documents	will	minimize	your	time	at	the	courthouse	and	save	you	from	having	to	make	additional	appoints	to	complete	the	process.	Room	509	of	the	Chatham	County	Courthouse	at	133
Montgomery	Street,	Savannah,	Georgia	Map	&	Directions	Georgia	residents	may	apply	for	a	marriage	license	in	any	county	in	Georgia.	If	neither	applicant	is	a	resident	of	Georgia,	the	marriage	license	must	be	obtained	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	is	going	to	be	performed.	For	marriage	licenses	issued	in	the	State	of	Georgia,	the	marriage
ceremony	must	be	performed	in	Georgia.	Premarital	blood	tests	are	no	longer	required	in	Georgia.	The	Probate	Court	of	Chatham	County	does	not	offer	or	conduct	wedding	ceremonies.	Without	Certificate	of	Premarital	Education	License	Fee:	$76.00*	*Includes	one	certified	copy	of	marriage	certificate	With	Certificate	of	Premarital	Education	Forms
of	Payment	Probate	Court	only	accepts	credit	card,	debit	cards,	cash,	money	orders	or	cashier's	checks	in	the	exact	amount	for	Marriage	Licenses	and	Weapons	Carry	Licenses.	Probate	Court	does	not	accept	checks	for	Marriage	Licenses	and	Weapons	Carry	Licenses.	Please	note:	there	will	be	a	5%	service	fee	assessed	to	any	credit/debit	card
transaction.	All	fees	are	nonrefundable.	Both	applicants	must	be	present	in	order	to	obtain	a	marriage	license.	You	must	provide	proof	of	your	age.	Documents	that	are	accepted	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	a	valid	driver's	license,	original	or	certified	copy	of	birth	certificate,	valid	passport,	or	valid	armed	forces	identification	care.	See	O.C.G.A.	19-3-
36	for	more	information	You	must	be	at	least	17	years	of	age	to	obtain	a	marriage	license.	If	you	are	17	years	of	age,	you	are	required	to	provide	proof	that	you	have	been	emancipated	(see	O.C.G.A.	19-3-2)	and	complete	premarital	education	in	accordance	with	O.C.G.A.	19-3-30.1	If	either	applicant	was	previously	married	and	the	spouse	died,	you
must	present	proof	of	death	such	as	a	death	certificate	or	an	obituary.	If	either	applicant	was	previously	married	and	divorced,	you	must	present	a	final,	stamped	and	sealed	divorce	decree(s)	from	the	most	recent	marriage/divorce.	If	either	applicant	presents	a	legal	document	in	a	language	other	than	English,	the	applicant	must	attach	a	translation	of
the	document	by	a	certified	translator.	Following	the	wedding	ceremony,	the	completed	license	must	be	returned	to	the	Probate	Court	for	recording	by	mail.	With	your	application	fee,	you	are	entitled	to	one	(1)	certified	copy	of	your	marriage	certificate	which	will	be	mailed	to	you	when	you	return	the	completed	marriage	license	to	this	Probate	Court
at	the	following	address:	To	obtain	a	copy	of	your	marriage	documents:	If	you	have	any	further	questions	specific	to	Marriage	Licenses,	please	call	(912)	652-7264	(Option	2)	If	either	applicant	is	a	resident	of	the	State	of	Georgia,	the	Marriage	License	may	be	obtained	by	the	Probate	Court	in	any	county	in	the	State.	It	is	not	required	that	the	license
be	obtained	from	the	county	of	the	legal	residence	of	either	applicant.	If	neither	applicant	is	a	resident	of	the	State	of	Georgia,	the	Marriage	License	must	be	obtained	from	the	Probate	Court	in	the	county	in	which	the	ceremony	will	take	place.	Both	applicants	must	be	18	years	of	age	or	older	to	apply	for	a	Marriage	License	without	parental	consent.
Proof	of	age	(Driver's	License,	Certified	Birth	Certificate,	Baptismal	Certificate,	Certificate	of	Citizenship	Papers,	Armed	Forces	Discharge	Papers,	Identification	Card	or	Hospital	Admission	Card	containing	the	full	name	and	date	of	birth).	If	either	applicant	has	been	previously	married	and	the	marriage	was	dissolved	by	divorce	or	annulment,	a	copy
of	the	decree	of	divorce	or	annulment	must	be	presented	at	the	time	of	application.	Applicants	who	have	been	married	and	divorced	more	than	once	provide	a	copy	of	ALL	the	decrees	dissolving	the	marriages.	If	the	last	marriage	ended	due	to	the	death	of	the	spouse,	a	copy	of	the	Death	Certificate	is	required	at	the	time	of	application.	Each	party
seeking	a	marriage	license	should	be	prepared	to	supply	the	following	information:	full	name,	residential	and	mailing	address,	phone	number,	age,	date	of	birth,	race,	social	security	number,	birthplace,	relationship	of	parties,	if	any,	designated	surname	(last	name),	number	of	prior	marriage	and	how	they	were	dissolved,	if	any,	father's	name	and
birthplace,	mother's	maiden	name	and	birthplace,	and	the	date	and	place	of	the	contemplated	marriage.	You	can	partially	fill	out	the	Marriage	License	Application	online.	If	you	click	the	graphic	to	the	right,	you	will	be	presented	with	a	form	that	you	can	fill	out.	Once	you	submit	the	form,	you	will	need	to	go	to	the	Probate	Court	to	finish	the
application	process	during	regular	business	hours.	You	do	not	need	to	come	to	the	Court	during	the	same	business	day.	Filling	out	the	application	online	will	save	you	time	when	you	come	to	the	Probate	Court,	but	you	are	still	required	to	have	the	appropriate	identification	and	requirements	as	listed	on	this	website.	The	application	process	takes
about	20-30	minutes.	The	applicants	receive	the	license	the	day	they	apply.	The	applicants	must	take	the	license	to	the	person	performing	the	ceremony.	If	you	do	not	have	an	Officiate	selected,	a	list	can	be	provided	upon	request	during	the	application	process.	The	person	performing	the	ceremony	will	then	sign	the	license	and	return	it	to	the	court.
The	court	will	issue	a	certified	copy	of	the	marriage	license	and	application	to	the	applicants.	The	applicants	will	use	the	certified	copy	of	the	marriage	license	and	certified	copy	of	the	application	to	change	their	name	on	Social	Security	cards,	Drivers	licenses,	and	other	legal	documents.	To	make	application	for	a	marriage	license,	both	parties	must
appear	in	person	at	735	James	Brown	Blvd.,	Suite	1000	between	the	hours	of	8:30	am	-	4:30	pm,	Monday	-	Friday.	Applicants	can	begin	the	Application	process	online	at	for	a	faster	in-office	application	time.	The	cost	of	the	marriage	license	is	$76,	CASH	ONLY.	If	the	applicants	have	completed	six	hours	of	premarital	counseling	together,	by	a	minister
or	licensed	marriage	counselor,	and	have	a	certificate	of	completion	stating	the	required	amount	of	hours	completed	within	the	last	12	months,	the	cost	for	the	marriage	license	is	$36,	CASH	ONLY.	In	order	to	get	additional	copies	of	the	marriage	license,	applicants	can	come	into	the	court	or	request	a	copy	by	mail.	To	mail	in	for	a	search,	please
include	brides	name	at	the	time	of	marriage,	the	grooms	name,	and	the	approximate	year	of	marriage.	Please	include	a	phone	number	you	can	be	reached	at	during	the	day.	Applicants	will	need	to	make	a	check	or	money	order	payable	to	Richmond	County	Probate	Court.	The	cost	is	$10	for	the	search	fee	and	$10	for	each	certified	copy	of	the
marriage	license,	or	$1.00	for	each	plain	copy.	Please	mail	all	request	to:	Richmond	County	Probate	Court,	735	James	Brown	Blvd.	Ste	1000;	Augusta,	GA	30901.	All	requests	will	be	processed	and	mailed	within	2	business	days.	Physical	Address	735	James	Brown	Blvd.	Suite	1000	Augusta,	GA	30901	Congratulations	on	your	upcoming
nuptials!Obtaining	a	Marriage	License	in	Fulton	CountyAny	Georgia	resident	may	apply	for	a	license	in	any	county	in	the	State	of	Georgia.	However,	if	neither	applicant	is	a	resident	of	Georgia,	you	may	only	obtain	your	license	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	is	to	be	performed.	The	license	does	nothave	an	expiration	date.Both	parties	must	be
present	in	the	office	with	your	current	identification	to	obtain	a	marriage	license.	If	you	have	filled	out	an	application	online,	it	must	be	printed	out,	in	hand	at	the	time	of	arrivalYou	must	have	proof	of	age	by	presenting	oneof	the	following:Valid	state-issued	Drivers	License	or	State	IDOriginal	or	certified	copy	of	your	birth	certificate	(certified
translated	in	English,	if	applicable)Valid	PassportValid	Military	IDPlease	be	advised	if	either	party	has	been	previously	married	you	must	be	prepared	to	present,	in	hand,	acertified	copy	of	the	final	divorce	decree,	annulment,	or	Death	Certificate	of	the	most	recent	previous	marriageApplicants	Under	18	Years	of	AgeAs	of	July	1,	2019:	You	must	be	at
least	17	years	of	age	to	obtain	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia.	If	you	are	17	years	of	age	when	applying	for	a	marriage	license,	you	must	show	that	you	have	been	emancipated	for	not	less	than	15	days	and	present	a	certificate	of	completion	of	separate	specialized	premarital	counseling	for	each	applicant,	even	if	one	applicant	is	over	18.Pre-marital
blood	test	results	are	no	longer	required	in	the	State	of	Georgia.What	do	I	need	to	bring:Applicants	will	need	to	complete	a	Marriage	License	ApplicationApplicants	will	only	be	admitted	into	the	office	based	on	their	time	of	appointment	and	arrival	and	place	in	lineNo	one	will	be	allowed	in	the	office	except	for	applicants.	No	Exceptions.The	marriage
license	fee	is:$68.50,	includes	one	mailed	certified	copy	of	the	marriage	certificate$28.50	when	you	provide	to	the	court	a	Certificate	of	completion	for	a	Qualified	Premarital	Education	Program,	including	one	mailed	certified	copy	of	the	marriage	certificate-pre-marital	counseling	Certificate	of	Completion	must	be	in	hand	at	the	time	of	applyingPlease
refer	to	Marriage	License	Fees.	All	fees	are	non-refundable.	Annex	locations	have	converted	to	cashless	for	license	fees.	Cash	will	only	be	accepted	at	the	downtown/central	locations.	Credit	and	debit	cards	are	accepted	at	all	locations.	No	American	ExpressWhat	to	Do	After	the	CeremonyPlease	mail	the	completed	Marriage	Licenses	(following	the
ceremony)	to:Fulton	County	Probate	CourtAttn:	License	Division136	SW	Pryor	Street2nd	Floor	C230Atlanta,	Georgia	30303Please	allow	up	to	30	days	from	the	date	we	receive	your	marriage	license	in	office	for	the	court	to	record	your	marriage	license.	Once	your	license	is	recorded,	we	will	mail	out	the	prepaid	certificate(s).	For	Customer	Service
inquiries	and	status	checks	after	45	days	of	returning	your	marriage	license	please	contact	Probate.Licenses@fultoncountyga.govYour	marriage	license	will	always	have	your	name	before	marriage;	to	change	your	name	you	will	take	your	marriage	certificate	to	the	Social	Security	office.	If	you	plan	to	hyphenate	your	name,	you	will	need	the	certificate
and	marriage	application.Obtaining	Certified	Copies	of	Your	Marriage	Certificate	or	Marriage	ApplicationTo	receive	a	certified	copy	of	a	Marriage	Certificate	issued	in	Fulton	County	via	mail.	You	may	mail	a	written	request	to:Fulton	County	Probate	CourtAttn:	Records	Division136	Pryor	Street,	SW,	2nd	Floor	C230Atlanta,	Georgia	30303Your
correspondence	should	include:Marriage	Certificate	Request	FormSelf-addressed	stamped	envelopeA	Money	Order	payable	to	Fulton	County	Probate	Court-No	personal	checksThe	fee	is	$10	per	copy	requested.All	fees	are	non-refundable	Marriage	License	Applications	will	be	processed	by	the	Court	by	appointment	only.	APPLYING	FOR	A	MARRIAGE
LICENSE	IS	A	TWO	(2)	STEP	PROCESSYou	MUST	complete	both	Steps	of	the	Process.	You	must	complete	the	Marriage	License	Application	online	here.After	you	submit	your	online	application,	you	will	be	directed	to	your	Receipt	Confirmation.	After	you	receive	your	Receipt	Confirmation,	you	MUST	return	to	this	Page	to	schedule	your	appointment
to	process	your	application	at	the	DeKalb	County	Probate	Court.***You	will	need	to	enter	the	Order	#	from	your	Receipt	Confirmation,	when	scheduling	the	appointment,	so	write	it	down	or	print	out	your	Receipt	Confirmation	page.***	Book	an	Appointment:Return	to	this	Page	and	go	to	the	self-scheduling	calendar.	There	are	different	schedules
available	for	two	(2)	different	windows,	please	check	availability	at	each	window	using	the	drop-down	boxes.	Once	you	select	the	date	and	time	for	your	appointment	and	provide	all	the	requested	information,	you	will	receive	an	E-mail	Confirmation	of	your	appointment	date	and	time.Please	be	aware	that	the	E-mail	Confirmation	may	go	to	your	SPAM
or	JUNK	folders.You	MUST	print	the	E-mail	Confirmation	and	bring	a	copy	with	you	to	your	appointment	or	have	it	visible	on	a	hand-held	device.NOTE:	You	will	not	be	allowed	to	enter	the	building	for	a	marriage	license	if	you	do	not	have	proof	of	an	appointment.NOTE:	You	must	wear	a	mask	when	you	the	building.	If	you	miss	your	scheduled
appointment,	you	will	have	to	contact	the	Court	for	further	instructions,	and	you	may	have	to	re-submit	your	application.	By	Appointment	Only:Monday	Friday:	8:00	a.m.	to	11:30	a.m.	and	12:30	p.m.	to	4:00	p.m.(We	are	closed	daily	from	11:30	a.m.	to	12:30	p.m.	for	Cleaning	and	Sanitizing).	Georgia	residents	may	apply	for	a	marriage	license	in	any
county	in	Georgia.If	neither	applicant	is	a	resident	of	Georgia,	the	marriage	license	must	be	obtained	in	the	county	where	the	ceremony	is	going	to	be	performed.The	marriage	license	is	valid	only	for	ceremonies	performed	in	Georgia.Premarital	blood	tests	are	no	longer	required	in	Georgia.Both	applicants	must	be	present	in	order	to	obtain	a
marriage	license.You	must	provide	proof	of	age.	Documents	that	are	accepted	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	a	valid	drivers	license,	original	or	certified	copy	of	birth	certificate,	valid	passport,	or	valid	armed	forces	identification	card.	See	O.C.G.A.	19-3-36	for	more	information.If	either	applicant	has	been	divorced,	you	must	present	a	final,	stamped,
sealed	certified	divorce	decree(s).If	either	applicant	was	previously	married	and	the	spouse	died,	you	must	present	proof	of	death	such	as	a	death	certificate	or	an	obituary.If	either	applicant	presents	a	legal	document	in	a	language	other	than	English,	the	applicant	must	attach	a	translation	of	the	document	by	a	certified	translator.	Without	Certificate
of	Premarital	EducationThe	fee	is	$66.00	(includes	one	certified	copy	of	marriage	certificate)	plus	$2.00	for	shipping	and	handling.With	Certificate	of	Premarital	EducationThe	fee	is	$26.00	(includes	one	certified	copy	of	marriage	certificate)	plus	$2.00	for	shipping	and	handling.A	signed	and	dated	certificate	of	completion	from	a	qualifying	premarital
education	program	with	at	least	six	hours	of	instruction	must	be	provided.Certificate	of	Completion	of	Qualifying	Premarital	Education	form	can	be	found	by	clicking	this	link.See	O.C.G.A.	19-3-30.1	for	more	information	about	premarital	education.Forms	of	PaymentMoney	orders,	Visa,	MasterCard,	or	Discover	accepted.Money	orders	should	be	made
payable	to	DeKalb	County	Probate	Court.The	court	does	not	accept	personal	checks.All	fees	are	nonrefundable.A	service	fee	of	2.75%	will	be	added	to	all	credit,	debit,	and	ACH	transactions.	The	minimum	service	fee	is	$2.00,	and	the	service	fee	will	be	billed	by	CORE	and	will	appear	on	your	statement	as	CORE*SERVICE	FEE.Certified	CopiesThe	fee
for	a	certified	copy	of	a	marriage	certificate	is	$10.00.The	fee	for	a	certified	copy	of	a	marriage	license	is	$10.00The	fee	for	a	certified	copy	of	a	marriage	license	application	is	$10.00For	requests	submitted	online,	a	$2.00	shipping	and	handling	fee	will	be	added	and	payment	by	Visa,	MasterCard,	or	Discover	is	required.A	service	fee	of	2.75%	will	be
added	to	all	credit,	debit,	and	ACH	transactions.	The	minimum	service	fee	is	$2.00,	and	the	service	fee	will	be	billed	by	CORE	and	will	appear	on	your	statement	as	CORE*SERVICE	FEE.Click	this	link	to	search	marriage	records	and	request	certified	copies	of	documents.Other	InformationThe	marriage	license	does	not	have	an	expiration	date.	Share
copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and
indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	ANDREY	DENISYUK	/	Getty	Images	Covered	in	costal	beaches,	mountain	vistas,	sprawling	fields,	and	bustling	cities,	Georgia	offers	so	many	breathtaking	backdrops	that	will	enhance	any	couples	wedding	celebration.	From	chic
rooftop	venues	in	Atlanta	to	historic	homes	in	Savannah,	this	southeastern	state	is	filled	with	locales	that	cater	to	every	persons	preferences,	making	it	an	appealing	wedding	destination	for	all.	Plus,	with	balmy	weather	year-roundespecially	with	moderate	temperatures	in	the	winterThe	Peach	State	is	the	perfect	place	to	throw	an	outdoor	function,	no
matter	the	season.	Not	to	mention,	Georgia	has	a	rich	cultural	scene	that	includes	art,	music,	food,	and	wineelements	that	will	surely	contribute	to	the	ambiance	of	your	special	day.	Meet	the	ExpertMelinda	Guess	is	a	professional	wedding	officiant,	ordained	by	The	Universal	Life	Church,	in	Atlanta.	She	performs	all	kinds	of	ceremonies,	from	religious
to	secular	and	formal	to	informal.	If	youre	thinking	about	tying	the	knot	in	Georgia,	as	in	any	state,	youll	need	to	do	a	bit	of	planning	ahead	of	time.	One	of	the	items	on	your	checklist?	Getting	a	marriage	license.	In	order	for	the	government	to	legally	recognize	your	union,	you'll	need	this	legal	document	(especially	for	taxes	and	insurance).	Since	you
and	your	partner	will	both	need	to	appear	in	person	at	a	specific	bureau	to	obtain	your	license,	if	you	dont	currently	reside	there,	youll	have	to	schedule	a	trip	to	get	this	necessary	wedding	detail	squared	away.	For	help	navigating	this	process	with	ease,	we	turned	to	Melinda	Guess,	a	Georgia	wedding	officiant	who	has	plenty	of	experience	guiding
her	couples	as	they	obtain	their	licenses.Wondering	how	to	get	married	in	Georgia?	Below,	read	up	on	everything	youll	need	to	know	to	get	your	Georgia	marriage	license.	If	either	you	or	your	spouse	(or	both	of	you)	are	residents	of	Georgia,	you	can	apply	for	a	marriage	license	in	any	county	in	the	state,	regardless	of	where	your	wedding	is	taking
place.	However,	if	neither	of	you	is	a	resident	and	you're	traveling	to	Georgia	for	your	nuptials,	you	must	apply	for	your	marriage	license	in	the	county	where	your	ceremony	will	occur.	The	application	process	usually	takes	place	inside	the	county's	probate	court.	For	instance,	in	Fulton	County,	where	Atlanta	is	located,	you	can	apply	at	one	of	three
probate	courts,	which	are	open	from	8:30	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	and	welcome	walk-ins	(although,	there	may	be	a	wait	time	of	up	to	two	hours,	Guess	notes).	In	some	counties,	such	as	Chatham	County	(where	Savannah	is)	or	Clayton	County	(a	more	rural	part	of	the	state),	you	may	have	to	file	a	request	online	before	you	secure	an	in-person	appointment	to
sign	the	forms.	Check	the	county	you're	applying	in	for	their	specific	requirements.	Since	there	is	no	expiration	date	for	Georgia	marriage	licenses,	you	can	acquire	your	license	as	far	in	advance	as	you'd	like.	In	the	state	of	Georgia,	marriage	licenses	dont	expire,	so	I	encourage	my	couples	to	go	as	early	as	possible	to	check	it	off	the	list,	Guess	says.
Without	any	waiting	period,	you	can	tie	the	knot	immediately	after	you	receive	your	form.	In	most	counties,	you'll	receive	your	license	the	same	day	you	apply,	but	to	be	on	the	safe	side,	it's	best	to	plan	ahead	of	time.	There	are	a	few	items	you'll	need	to	bring	to	your	in-person	appointment	in	order	to	get	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia.Proof	of	Age:
Since	you	must	be	at	least	18	years	old	to	get	married	in	Georgia,	you'll	have	to	prove	your	age.	To	do	so,	provide	one	of	the	following	documents:	your	birth	certificate,	drivers	license,	baptismal	certificate,	passport,	immigration	papers,	hospital	admission	card	with	the	full	name	and	date	of	birth,	etc.Proof	of	Divorce	or	Death:	If	one	of	you	has	been
divorced	in	the	past,	you'll	need	to	know	the	date	your	divorce	was	finalized.	If	your	divorce	happened	close	to	the	day	you're	applying	for	your	licensewithin	30	days	or	lessyou're	required	to	present	a	copy	of	the	divorce	decree.	If	either	party	is	widowed,	make	sure	to	bring	a	copy	of	the	death	certificate	or	obituary.Money:	In	Georgia,	marriage
licenses	cost	approximately	$68.	You	may	also	have	to	pay	additional	fees,	depending	on	where	you're	applying.	You	can	pay	in	cash	(but	no	bills	larger	than	$20),	money	order,	or	credit	card.	To	reduce	the	price	to	$16,	you'll	need	to	provide	a	certificate,	saying	you	completed	a	state-approved	premarital	education	program.	After	you	receive	your
Georgia	marriage	license,	be	sure	to	bring	it	with	you	to	the	ceremony.	Before	you	trade	vows,	your	officiant	will	examine	the	document.	Then,	after	you	say	I	do,	the	individual	presiding	over	your	service	will	complete	the	forms	and	sign	it.	Note	that	for	Georgia	weddings,	witnesses	arent	mandatory,	so	you	wont	need	additional	people	to	sign	on	the
dotted	line.	Within	30	days	after	your	big	day,	your	officiant	will	return	your	marriage	license	to	the	probate	court.	Once	the	court	processes	the	licensewhich	can	take	up	to	30	daystheyll	send	you	the	marriage	certificate,	which	proves	that	youre	legally	married.	You	can	also	order	certified	copies	of	your	marriage	license,	which	youll	need	to	legally
change	your	name.	To	do	so,	submit	an	online	or	written	request	to	the	court	before	paying	a	feean	amount	that	depends	on	the	county.	Obtaining	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia	is	a	crucial	step	for	couples	planning	to	marry	within	the	state.	Understanding	the	process,	requirements,	and	associated	fees	ensures	compliance	with	legal	standards.This
article	provides	insights	into	securing	a	marriage	license,	including	special	considerations	or	exceptions.	Requirements	for	a	Marriage	License	in	GeorgiaTo	obtain	a	marriage	license	in	Georgia,	applicants	must	meet	legal	criteria.	Both	parties	must	be	at	least	18	years	old	to	apply	without	parental	consent,	as	stipulated	by	O.C.G.A.	19-3-2.	Applicants
aged	16	or	17	require	parental	consent,	and	the	parents	or	legal	guardians	must	accompany	the	minor	to	the	probate	court.Proof	of	identity	and	age	is	essential.	Applicants	must	present	valid	identification,	such	as	a	drivers	license,	passport,	or	birth	certificate.	If	either	party	has	been	previously	married,	they	must	provide	documentation	of	the
divorce	or	annulment	to	ensure	no	legal	impediments	exist,	as	Georgia	prohibits	bigamy	under	O.C.G.A.	16-6-20.	Application	Process	for	a	Marriage	LicenseBoth	prospective	spouses	must	appear	in	person	at	a	probate	court	to	apply	jointly.	Residents	of	Georgia	can	apply	at	any	probate	court	in	the	state,	while	non-residents	must	apply	in	the	county
where	the	marriage	will	take	place.During	the	application	process,	the	couple	must	provide	documentation	verifying	their	identity	and	eligibility.	Probate	court	staff	review	the	documents,	such	as	identification	and	divorce	decrees	if	applicable,	to	ensure	compliance.	The	application	form	must	be	completed	accurately,	including	full	names,	addresses,
and	dates	of	birth.Fees	and	Validity	PeriodThe	standard	fee	for	a	marriage	license	is	approximately	$56	but	can	be	reduced	to	$16	with	a	certificate	of	completion	for	a	qualifying	premarital	education	program.	This	program,	outlined	under	O.C.G.A.	19-3-30.1,	requires	at	least	six	hours	of	instruction	conducted	by	a	licensed	professional.Once	issued,
the	marriage	license	is	valid	indefinitely,	allowing	couples	the	flexibility	to	plan	their	wedding	without	the	pressure	of	a	deadline.	Waiting	Period	and	Ceremony	RequirementsGeorgia	does	not	impose	a	waiting	period	between	the	issuance	of	a	marriage	license	and	the	wedding	ceremony,	enabling	couples	to	marry	immediately.	The	ceremony	must	be
conducted	by	an	authorized	officiant,	such	as	a	judge,	minister,	or	other	individual	recognized	by	the	state	to	perform	marriages.	As	required	by	O.C.G.A.	19-3-30,	the	officiant	must	complete	the	marriage	certificate	and	return	it	to	the	probate	court	within	30	days	of	the	ceremony.	Failure	to	do	so	may	result	in	penalties	for	the	officiant	and
complicate	the	legal	recognition	of	the	marriage.	Legal	Implications	of	Marriage	in	GeorgiaMarriage	in	Georgia	has	significant	legal	implications,	affecting	property	rights,	inheritance,	and	tax	obligations.	Under	the	equitable	distribution	principle	in	O.C.G.A.	19-5-13,	property	acquired	during	the	marriage	is	divided	fairly,	though	not	necessarily
equally,	in	the	event	of	a	divorce.	Spouses	also	have	automatic	inheritance	rights	unless	otherwise	specified	in	a	will,	and	they	may	file	joint	tax	returns,	which	can	reduce	tax	liabilities.	
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