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This	blog	was	first	published	in	March	2018	and	was	updated	on	1	February	2019.	If	you	have	children	in	year	11	taking	GCSEs	this	year,	many	of	their	results	will	be	reported	on	the	new	grade	scale	which	runs	from	9	(the	highest	grade)	to	1	(the	lowest	grade).	Here’s	a	brief	guide	to	what	that	means.	Why	do	we	need	a	new	grade	scale	for	GCSEs?
GCSEs	in	England	have	been	reformed	to	keep	pace	with	universities’	and	employers’	demands.	They	are	based	on	new	and	more	demanding	subject	content	but	are	still	suitable	for	the	same	wide	range	of	abilities.	The	new	grade	scale	makes	it	clear	to	everyone	that	students	have	studied	the	new	GCSEs.	It	also	has	more	higher	grades	compared	to
the	old	A*	to	G	grades,	to	give	sixth	forms,	colleges,	universities	and	employers	the	opportunity	to	better	distinguish	between	students	of	different	abilities.	Do	all	GCSE	subjects	use	the	new	grade	scale?	The	reform	has	been	phased	over	a	number	of	years	and	it	will	take	until	summer	2020	for	all	reformed	GCSE	subjects	to	move	to	the	new	grade
scale.	However,	most	of	the	subjects	will	be	graded	from	9	to	1	this	summer:	How	do	the	new	grades	relate	to	the	old	ones?	We	have	designed	the	grading	so	that	there	are	comparable	points	at	key	grades.	The	bottom	of	a	grade	7	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	A,	the	bottom	of	a	new	grade	4	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade
C,	and	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	1	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	G.	We	have	been	clear	to	employers,	universities	and	others	that	if	they	previously	set	entry	requirements	of	at	least	a	grade	C,	then	the	equivalent	now	would	be	to	require	at	least	grade	4.	Comparing	old	GCSE	letter	grades	to	new	number	grades	Will	my	child	be
disadvantaged	taking	these	new	exams?	In	short,	no.	We	know	that	it	takes	a	few	years	for	teachers	and	students	to	get	used	to	new	qualifications.	There	are	fewer	past	exam	papers	for	students	to	practise	on,	fewer	teaching	resources	available,	and	teachers	are	not	as	familiar	with	the	new	qualifications	as	they	were	with	the	old	ones.	We	recognise
that	it	would	not	be	fair	to	penalise	students	for	this,	so	the	exam	boards	use	statistics	to	help	set	grade	boundaries,	so	that,	for	example,	a	student	who	would	have	previously	got	a	grade	C	or	above	would	be	expected	to	get	a	grade	4	or	above	in	the	new	GCSEs.	So	while	the	content	and	assessment	have	changed,	don’t	worry,	we’ll	make	sure	that
grades	are	awarded	fairly	and	your	child	will	not	be	disadvantaged	by	the	changes.	What	is	combined	science?	Students	taking	science	will	take	one	or	more	separate	sciences	–	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	–	or	combined	science.	Combined	science	is	really	two	GCSEs	rolled	into	one	qualification.	Students	will	study	biology,	chemistry	and	physics
but	they	won’t	cover	as	much	content	as	those	students	sitting	separate	sciences.	Combined	science	students	will	get	an	award	consisting	of	two	equal	or	adjacent	grades	from	9	to	1	(eg	9-9,	9-8,	8-8	through	to	1-1),	and	it	will	count	as	two	GCSEs	when	students	apply	for	jobs,	sixth	form,	or	to	university.	More	information?	If	you	have	any	concerns	or
want	any	advice,	please	do	talk	to	your	child’s	school.	You	can	also	find	more	information	by	subscribing	to	our	Facebook	page.	GCSE	results	day	this	year	is	22	August	2019.	Cath	Jadhav	Associate	Director,	Standards	and	Comparability	This	blog	was	first	published	in	March	2018	and	was	updated	on	1	February	2019.	If	you	have	children	in	year	11
taking	GCSEs	this	year,	many	of	their	results	will	be	reported	on	the	new	grade	scale	which	runs	from	9	(the	highest	grade)	to	1	(the	lowest	grade).	Here’s	a	brief	guide	to	what	that	means.	Why	do	we	need	a	new	grade	scale	for	GCSEs?	GCSEs	in	England	have	been	reformed	to	keep	pace	with	universities’	and	employers’	demands.	They	are	based	on
new	and	more	demanding	subject	content	but	are	still	suitable	for	the	same	wide	range	of	abilities.	The	new	grade	scale	makes	it	clear	to	everyone	that	students	have	studied	the	new	GCSEs.	It	also	has	more	higher	grades	compared	to	the	old	A*	to	G	grades,	to	give	sixth	forms,	colleges,	universities	and	employers	the	opportunity	to	better	distinguish
between	students	of	different	abilities.	Do	all	GCSE	subjects	use	the	new	grade	scale?	The	reform	has	been	phased	over	a	number	of	years	and	it	will	take	until	summer	2020	for	all	reformed	GCSE	subjects	to	move	to	the	new	grade	scale.	However,	most	of	the	subjects	will	be	graded	from	9	to	1	this	summer:	How	do	the	new	grades	relate	to	the	old
ones?	We	have	designed	the	grading	so	that	there	are	comparable	points	at	key	grades.	The	bottom	of	a	grade	7	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	A,	the	bottom	of	a	new	grade	4	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	C,	and	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	1	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	G.	We	have	been	clear	to
employers,	universities	and	others	that	if	they	previously	set	entry	requirements	of	at	least	a	grade	C,	then	the	equivalent	now	would	be	to	require	at	least	grade	4.	Comparing	old	GCSE	letter	grades	to	new	number	grades	Will	my	child	be	disadvantaged	taking	these	new	exams?	In	short,	no.	We	know	that	it	takes	a	few	years	for	teachers	and
students	to	get	used	to	new	qualifications.	There	are	fewer	past	exam	papers	for	students	to	practise	on,	fewer	teaching	resources	available,	and	teachers	are	not	as	familiar	with	the	new	qualifications	as	they	were	with	the	old	ones.	We	recognise	that	it	would	not	be	fair	to	penalise	students	for	this,	so	the	exam	boards	use	statistics	to	help	set	grade
boundaries,	so	that,	for	example,	a	student	who	would	have	previously	got	a	grade	C	or	above	would	be	expected	to	get	a	grade	4	or	above	in	the	new	GCSEs.	So	while	the	content	and	assessment	have	changed,	don’t	worry,	we’ll	make	sure	that	grades	are	awarded	fairly	and	your	child	will	not	be	disadvantaged	by	the	changes.	What	is	combined
science?	Students	taking	science	will	take	one	or	more	separate	sciences	–	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	–	or	combined	science.	Combined	science	is	really	two	GCSEs	rolled	into	one	qualification.	Students	will	study	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	but	they	won’t	cover	as	much	content	as	those	students	sitting	separate	sciences.	Combined	science
students	will	get	an	award	consisting	of	two	equal	or	adjacent	grades	from	9	to	1	(eg	9-9,	9-8,	8-8	through	to	1-1),	and	it	will	count	as	two	GCSEs	when	students	apply	for	jobs,	sixth	form,	or	to	university.	More	information?	If	you	have	any	concerns	or	want	any	advice,	please	do	talk	to	your	child’s	school.	You	can	also	find	more	information	by
subscribing	to	our	Facebook	page.	GCSE	results	day	this	year	is	22	August	2019.	Cath	Jadhav	Associate	Director,	Standards	and	Comparability	GCSE	grades	previously	ranged	from	an	A*	to	a	G	-	but	a	new	numerical	system	of	grading	was	introduced	in	2017	When	GCSE	pupils	collect	their	results	on	Thursday	morning,	they	will	be	confronted	by	a
grading	system	that	might	be	confusing	to	their	parents	.Introduced	in	2017,	the	numerical	format	changed	GCSE	grades	from	an	A*	to	G	to	range	from	a	9	to	a	1	(with	9	being	the	top	result	and	1	being	the	lowest).It	was	designed	to	bring	in	more	differentiation	at	the	top	end	of	the	grading	scale,	to	better	understand	what	level	young	people	are
working	to	–	here’s	how	it	all	works.As	per	the	guide	below,	issued	by	the	exams	regulator	Ofqual,	the	numerical	system	essentially	boils	down	to	the	following:	9	=	High	A*	grade	8	=	Lower	A*	or	high	A	7	=	Lower	A	grade	6	=	High	B	grade	5	=	Lower	B	or	high	C	4	=	Lower	C	grade	3	=	D	or	high	E	2	=	Lower	E	or	high	F	1	=	Lower	F	or	G	U	=	U
remains	the	same	How	the	‘new’	numerical	GCSE	grades	compare	to	the	‘old-money’	letter	equivalents	(Photo:	Ofqual)The	numerical	system	means	that,	while	a	pass	used	to	be	a	simple	C	grade,	there	are	now	two	marks	considered	a	“pass”	for	GCSE	students.Schools	are	judged	by	the	proportion	of	its	pupils	that	achieve	a	“standard”	pass	and
above,	which	is	denoted	by	a	grade	4.This	means	that	anybody	achieving	a	grade	4	or	above	in	English	and	maths	will	not	have	to	resit	these	qualifications	under	regulations	introduced	in	2015/16.Slightly	confusingly,	schools	are	also	held	to	account	for	the	proportion	of	pupils	that	gain	a	“strong”	pass	or	above	which	is	a	grade	5.While	grading	is	no
harsher	than	under	the	previous	system,	the	GCSE	curriculum	is	now	designed	to	have	more	content	and	some	of	the	questions	in	exam	papers	are	intended	to	be	harder,	to	identify	students	on	course	to	gain	a	grade	9.A	9	grade	isn’t	exactly	the	same	as	an	old	money	A*:	essentially	it’s	better,	as	an	8	is	also	roughly	equivalent	to	the	lower	half	of	the
A*	band	and	a	higher	A.Under	the	numerical	system	relatively	few	students	should	be	achieving	grade	9s	in	normal	years,	as	they	will	effectively	be	rationed.According	to	the	exams	regulator	Ofqual	this	year’s	national	results	will	be	lower	than	last	summer,	just	as	was	the	case	for	A-levels	last	week.The	number	of	A-level	students	awarded	A*	and	A
grades	fell	by	9.2	percentage	points,	while	the	overall	pass	rate	was	down	to	97.3	per	cent	from	98.4	per	cent	in	2022.This	dip	is	the	result	of	exam	boards	returning	to	pre-pandemic	grading,	in	an	attempt	to	return	to	normal	service	after	several	years	of	grade	inflation.The	decision	to	adjust	this	year’s	grade	boundaries	was	confirmed	in	a	statement
last	year	from	Dr	Jo	Saxton,	Chief	Regulator	of	Ofqual:	“In	2023,	we	will	return	to	pre-pandemic	grading	as	the	next	step	in	getting	back	to	normal.”In	a	blog	post	for	Ofqual,	Rachel	Taylor,	associate	director,	Standards	&	Technical	Issues,	said	that	exam	comparisons	should	be	made	with	those	taken	before	the	pandemic.She	wrote:	“It	will	be	most
meaningful	to	compare	this	year’s	results	with	2019,	the	last	year	that	summer	exams	were	taken	before	the	pandemic.“As	in	any	year,	results	for	individual	schools	and	colleges	will	vary.	The	approach	to	grading	means	that	results	for	individual	schools	and	colleges	are	highly	likely	to	be	lower	than	last	summer.”	In	England	GCSEs	are	now	graded
using	a	numerical	system	running	from	9-1,	rather	than	A*	to	G	–	a	system	that	had	been	in	place	since	GCSE	Grades	replaced	the	old	‘O’	Levels	in	the	late	80s.	This	has	caused	–	for	parents	and	students	alike	–	a	fair	amount	of	confusion.	Many	ask	questions,	such	as:	What	do	these	numbers	mean?	What	is	a	Grade	9	equivalent	to?	What	is	a	pass	at
GCSE?	But,	have	no	fear…	TutorRight	are	here	to	answer	all	these	questions	and	more	with	our	handy	guide	‘GCSE	Grades	Explained:	A	guide	for	parents	and	students’.	So,	without	further	ado,	let’s	get	explaining…	Before	we	get	started,	it	makes	sense	first	to	explain	when	and	why	the	GCSE	grades	were	changed.	The	new	numerical	grading	was
introduced	as	part	of	a	wider	curriculum	overhaul	carried	out	by	the	Conservative	government	in	2014	by	the	then-Education	Secretary,	Michael	Gove.	It	was	perceived	that	too	much	emphasis	had	been	placed	on	GCSE	coursework.	The	reformed	examination	system	sought	to	make	the	GCSEs	more	challenging	and	to	make	almost	all	subjects
assessed	by	final	exams	taken	after	two	years	of	study.	This	replaced	the	old	model	of	assessment	which	favoured	regular	assessments	through	a	series	of	modules.	It	was	argued	that	the	new	numerical	scale	recognised	“more	clearly	the	achievements	of	high-attaining	students.”	This	is	because	the	additional	grades	created	allow	for	greater
differentiation.	Essentially,	students	can	now	gain	‘higher’	levels	of	each	grade,	instead	of	simply	a	standard	grade.	All	exams	now	contain	more	extended	writing,	essay-style	questions.	It	was	also	explained	that	the	move	to	numbered	grades	would	make	it	clear	to	employers	that	students	had	taken	the	more	challenging	GCSE.	The	new	reformed
GCSEs	were	introduced	gradually	between	2017	and	2019,	beginning	with	English	and	Maths.	By	2020,	all	GCSEs	had	adopted	the	new	number	graded	system.	The	highest	grade	is	now	9,	with	1	being	the	lowest.	The	U	grade,	meaning	“ungraded”,	remains	the	same.	The	number	scale	is	not	directly	equivalent	to	the	old	letter	one.	However,	the	two
scales	do	meet	in	certain	places:	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	7	is	equivalent	with	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	A;	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	4	is	equivalent	with	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	C;	the	bottom	of	new	grade	1	is	equivalent	with	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	G;	three	of	the	new	number	grades	–	9,	8	and	7	–	correspond	to	the	two	previous	top
old	grades	of	A*	and	A.	A	grade	4	is	a	standard	pass	and	a	5	is	a	‘strong’	pass.	Technically,	a	student	who	gets	all	grade	4s	has	passed	all	their	exams.	However,	school	league	tables	are	based	on	the	percentage	of	pupils	who	achieve	a	grade	5	or	above	in	English	and	Maths.	Also,	bear	in	mind	that	many	sixth	forms	and	colleges	will	ask	for	5s	in
certain	subjects	as	an	entry	requirement	–	although	this	varies,	and	most	schools	and	colleges	are	quite	flexible.	You	may	have	also	heard	about	something	called	a	‘GCSE	Point	Score’.	Again,	like	league	tables,	these	are	more	of	a	concern	for	school	leaders	than	individual	students,	as	they	are	measurements	the	government	uses	to	judge	schools	by.
However,	just	so	you	know,	your	GCSE	Point	Score	is	basically	your	average	grade	over	all	your	GCSEs.	So,	if	you	took	10	GCSEs	and	achieved	a	Grade	8,	5	Grade	7s;	2	Grade	6s,	and	2	Grade	5s,	your	average	point	score	would	be	6.5.	With	a	Grade	5	being	a	‘strong’	pass,	any	point	score	above	5	would	be	considered	strong.	Finally	–	in	old	money	–	a
Grade	7	is	the	equivalent	of	a	Grade	A.	A	Grade	6	is	just	above	an	old	Grade	B.	Grade	5	is	between	a	B	and	a	C;	and	Grade	4	is	equivalent	to	a	Grade	C.	Get	in	touch	if	you’d	like	a	tutor	to	help	your	child	reach	their	GCSE	potential.	This	blog	was	first	published	in	March	2018	and	was	updated	on	1	February	2019.	If	you	have	children	in	year	11	taking
GCSEs	this	year,	many	of	their	results	will	be	reported	on	the	new	grade	scale	which	runs	from	9	(the	highest	grade)	to	1	(the	lowest	grade).	Here’s	a	brief	guide	to	what	that	means.	Why	do	we	need	a	new	grade	scale	for	GCSEs?	GCSEs	in	England	have	been	reformed	to	keep	pace	with	universities’	and	employers’	demands.	They	are	based	on	new
and	more	demanding	subject	content	but	are	still	suitable	for	the	same	wide	range	of	abilities.	The	new	grade	scale	makes	it	clear	to	everyone	that	students	have	studied	the	new	GCSEs.	It	also	has	more	higher	grades	compared	to	the	old	A*	to	G	grades,	to	give	sixth	forms,	colleges,	universities	and	employers	the	opportunity	to	better	distinguish
between	students	of	different	abilities.	Do	all	GCSE	subjects	use	the	new	grade	scale?	The	reform	has	been	phased	over	a	number	of	years	and	it	will	take	until	summer	2020	for	all	reformed	GCSE	subjects	to	move	to	the	new	grade	scale.	However,	most	of	the	subjects	will	be	graded	from	9	to	1	this	summer:	How	do	the	new	grades	relate	to	the	old
ones?	We	have	designed	the	grading	so	that	there	are	comparable	points	at	key	grades.	The	bottom	of	a	grade	7	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	A,	the	bottom	of	a	new	grade	4	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	C,	and	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	1	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	G.	We	have	been	clear	to
employers,	universities	and	others	that	if	they	previously	set	entry	requirements	of	at	least	a	grade	C,	then	the	equivalent	now	would	be	to	require	at	least	grade	4.	Comparing	old	GCSE	letter	grades	to	new	number	grades	Will	my	child	be	disadvantaged	taking	these	new	exams?	In	short,	no.	We	know	that	it	takes	a	few	years	for	teachers	and
students	to	get	used	to	new	qualifications.	There	are	fewer	past	exam	papers	for	students	to	practise	on,	fewer	teaching	resources	available,	and	teachers	are	not	as	familiar	with	the	new	qualifications	as	they	were	with	the	old	ones.	We	recognise	that	it	would	not	be	fair	to	penalise	students	for	this,	so	the	exam	boards	use	statistics	to	help	set	grade
boundaries,	so	that,	for	example,	a	student	who	would	have	previously	got	a	grade	C	or	above	would	be	expected	to	get	a	grade	4	or	above	in	the	new	GCSEs.	So	while	the	content	and	assessment	have	changed,	don’t	worry,	we’ll	make	sure	that	grades	are	awarded	fairly	and	your	child	will	not	be	disadvantaged	by	the	changes.	What	is	combined
science?	Students	taking	science	will	take	one	or	more	separate	sciences	–	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	–	or	combined	science.	Combined	science	is	really	two	GCSEs	rolled	into	one	qualification.	Students	will	study	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	but	they	won’t	cover	as	much	content	as	those	students	sitting	separate	sciences.	Combined	science
students	will	get	an	award	consisting	of	two	equal	or	adjacent	grades	from	9	to	1	(eg	9-9,	9-8,	8-8	through	to	1-1),	and	it	will	count	as	two	GCSEs	when	students	apply	for	jobs,	sixth	form,	or	to	university.	More	information?	If	you	have	any	concerns	or	want	any	advice,	please	do	talk	to	your	child’s	school.	You	can	also	find	more	information	by
subscribing	to	our	Facebook	page.	GCSE	results	day	this	year	is	22	August	2019.	Cath	Jadhav	Associate	Director,	Standards	and	Comparability	GCSE	results	day	has	arrived,	as	pupils	across	the	UK	find	out	what	grades	they	have	achieved	in	their	recent	exams.	For	many,	it’s	an	emotional	time	as	they	secure	the	grades	they	have	worked	hard	for,	or
are	disappointed	to	have	just	missed	out.Since	2017,	the	way	GCSEs	are	graded	in	England	has	been	different.	Whereas	before	they	were	given	letter	grades	the	same	as	A-Levels,	ranging	from	A*	to	G,	they	are	now	given	a	number	ranging	from	9	to	1.The	Conservative	government	at	the	time	said	the	change	was	made	to	reflect	reforms	that	had
been	made	to	GCSEs,	giving	them	new	and	‘more	demanding’	subject	content.	They	write	that	the	new	grades	also	signal	to	employers	that	pupils	have	taken	the	new	version	of	the	qualifications.Pupils	find	out	their	GCSE	results	on	August	22	(PA)	(PA	Archive)The	numbered	grades	were	rolled	out	from	2017,	with	all	subjects	being	brought	under	the
new	system	by	2020.	The	changes	have	meant	there	are	more	top	grades,	with	a	9	being	equivalent	to	higher	than	an	A*,	which	was	previously	the	top	possible	grade.	These	changes	only	apply	in	England	and	Northern	Ireland	currently,	with	Wales	set	to	follow	course	from	September	2025.	Scottish	students	take	National	4	and	5	exams	instead	of
GCSEs.Although	the	change	was	finalised	around	four	years	ago	now,	many	employers	who	were	used	to	the	previous	grading	system	will	still	ask	applicants	what	the	letter	grade	equivalent	to	their	grade	is.	Many	students	will	also	just	be	curious	about	what	their	grades	would	be	under	the	previous	system.What	are	the	GCSE	grade	equivalents?
Grade	9	=	above	an	A*Grade	8	=	between	grades	A*	and	AGrade	7	=	grade	AGrade	6	=	just	above	a	grade	BGrade	5	=	between	grades	B	and	CGrade	4	=	grade	CGrade	3	=	between	grades	D	and	EGrade	2	=	between	grades	E	and	FGrade	1	=	between	grades	F	and	GWhat	are	the	2024	GCSE	grade	boundaries?Grade	boundaries,	which	detail	how
many	marks	are	required	to	achieve	a	certain	grade,	are	released	by	all	the	awarding	bodies	on	results	day.	This	blog	was	first	published	in	March	2018	and	was	updated	on	1	February	2019.	If	you	have	children	in	year	11	taking	GCSEs	this	year,	many	of	their	results	will	be	reported	on	the	new	grade	scale	which	runs	from	9	(the	highest	grade)	to	1
(the	lowest	grade).	Here’s	a	brief	guide	to	what	that	means.	Why	do	we	need	a	new	grade	scale	for	GCSEs?	GCSEs	in	England	have	been	reformed	to	keep	pace	with	universities’	and	employers’	demands.	They	are	based	on	new	and	more	demanding	subject	content	but	are	still	suitable	for	the	same	wide	range	of	abilities.	The	new	grade	scale	makes
it	clear	to	everyone	that	students	have	studied	the	new	GCSEs.	It	also	has	more	higher	grades	compared	to	the	old	A*	to	G	grades,	to	give	sixth	forms,	colleges,	universities	and	employers	the	opportunity	to	better	distinguish	between	students	of	different	abilities.	Do	all	GCSE	subjects	use	the	new	grade	scale?	The	reform	has	been	phased	over	a
number	of	years	and	it	will	take	until	summer	2020	for	all	reformed	GCSE	subjects	to	move	to	the	new	grade	scale.	However,	most	of	the	subjects	will	be	graded	from	9	to	1	this	summer:	How	do	the	new	grades	relate	to	the	old	ones?	We	have	designed	the	grading	so	that	there	are	comparable	points	at	key	grades.	The	bottom	of	a	grade	7	is
comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	A,	the	bottom	of	a	new	grade	4	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	C,	and	the	bottom	of	the	new	grade	1	is	comparable	to	the	bottom	of	the	old	grade	G.	We	have	been	clear	to	employers,	universities	and	others	that	if	they	previously	set	entry	requirements	of	at	least	a	grade	C,	then	the	equivalent
now	would	be	to	require	at	least	grade	4.	Comparing	old	GCSE	letter	grades	to	new	number	grades	Will	my	child	be	disadvantaged	taking	these	new	exams?	In	short,	no.	We	know	that	it	takes	a	few	years	for	teachers	and	students	to	get	used	to	new	qualifications.	There	are	fewer	past	exam	papers	for	students	to	practise	on,	fewer	teaching	resources
available,	and	teachers	are	not	as	familiar	with	the	new	qualifications	as	they	were	with	the	old	ones.	We	recognise	that	it	would	not	be	fair	to	penalise	students	for	this,	so	the	exam	boards	use	statistics	to	help	set	grade	boundaries,	so	that,	for	example,	a	student	who	would	have	previously	got	a	grade	C	or	above	would	be	expected	to	get	a	grade	4
or	above	in	the	new	GCSEs.	So	while	the	content	and	assessment	have	changed,	don’t	worry,	we’ll	make	sure	that	grades	are	awarded	fairly	and	your	child	will	not	be	disadvantaged	by	the	changes.	What	is	combined	science?	Students	taking	science	will	take	one	or	more	separate	sciences	–	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	–	or	combined	science.
Combined	science	is	really	two	GCSEs	rolled	into	one	qualification.	Students	will	study	biology,	chemistry	and	physics	but	they	won’t	cover	as	much	content	as	those	students	sitting	separate	sciences.	Combined	science	students	will	get	an	award	consisting	of	two	equal	or	adjacent	grades	from	9	to	1	(eg	9-9,	9-8,	8-8	through	to	1-1),	and	it	will	count
as	two	GCSEs	when	students	apply	for	jobs,	sixth	form,	or	to	university.	More	information?	If	you	have	any	concerns	or	want	any	advice,	please	do	talk	to	your	child’s	school.	You	can	also	find	more	information	by	subscribing	to	our	Facebook	page.	GCSE	results	day	this	year	is	22	August	2019.	Cath	Jadhav	Associate	Director,	Standards	and
Comparability	The	GCSE	Grading	System:	A	Comprehensive	Guide	for	Parents	Since	the	introduction	of	the	new	9-1	numerical	grading	system	back	in	2017,	parents	may	find	themselves	asking,	"What	do	these	numbers	actually	mean?"	In	this	guide,	we’ll	break	down	the	GCSE	grade	boundaries	and	explain	how	they	work.	1.0	Top	If	you're	a	parent
trying	to	make	sense	of	your	child's	GCSE	results,	you	might	have	noticed	that	traditional	A*–G	grades	have	been	replaced	with	a	new	number-based	system.	This	change	began	back	in	2017,	starting	with	English	and	maths,	and	by	2020	it	applied	to	all	GCSE	subjects.	Grades	now	range	from	9,	the	highest,	to	1,	the	lowest,	with	a	'U'	meaning	the
student	didn’t	achieve	a	grade.	These	changes	were	introduced	as	part	of	a	wider	update	to	the	school	curriculum	in	England,	aiming	to	raise	standards	and	make	the	qualifications	more	rigorous.	2.0	Top	The	Shift	from	Letters	to	Numbers:	Why	the	Change?	The	goal	of	this	change	was	to	provide	more	differentiation	between	students,	especially	at
the	top	end	of	the	scale,	making	it	clearer	who	had	achieved	higher	levels	of	mastery	in	their	subjects.	According	to	Ofqual,	the	government	body	responsible	for	regulating	exams,	the	new	grading	system	aims	to	better	reflect	the	abilities	of	students.	The	content	of	GCSEs	has	also	become	more	challenging,	which	means	fewer	students	will	achieve
the	top	grades	compared	to	the	previous	A*	grade	under	the	old	system.	2.1	Contextualising	the	Change	The	reforms	to	GCSE	grading	were	part	of	a	broader	overhaul	of	the	education	system,	initiated	by	the	then-Education	Secretary,	Michael	Gove,	in	2014.	The	main	aim	was	to	increase	the	rigour	of	GCSE	qualifications,	ensuring	that	they	better
prepare	students	for	further	education	and	employment.	By	shifting	the	emphasis	away	from	coursework	and	towards	final	exams,	the	changes	sought	to	create	a	more	challenging	curriculum	and	provide	a	more	accurate	reflection	of	student	achievement.	The	new	9-1	system	also	helps	employers	and	universities	easily	identify	whether	students	have
taken	the	more	demanding	reformed	GCSEs	as	opposed	to	the	older	versions.	3.0	Top	To	put	the	new	numerical	grades	into	context...	Grade	Description	Grade	9	Higher	than	an	A*	under	the	old	system,	awarded	to	the	very	highest	performers.	Grade	8	Equivalent	to	the	middle	of	the	old	A*	and	A	grades.	Grade	7	Comparable	to	a	solid	A.	Grade	6
Slightly	above	a	B.	Grade	5	Between	a	B	and	C—this	is	considered	a	"strong	pass."	Grade	4	Equivalent	to	a	C,	often	referred	to	as	a	"standard	pass."	Grade	3	Between	a	D	and	E,	indicating	performance	below	a	standard	pass.	Grade	2	Between	an	E	and	F.	Grade	1	Between	an	F	and	G.	One	of	the	most	notable	aspects	of	the	new	system	is	that	a	Grade
9	is	specifically	designed	to	differentiate	the	very	top	achievers,	making	it	tougher	to	earn	than	the	old	A*.	This	shift	aligns	with	a	wider	effort	to	make	GCSEs	more	challenging	and	better	suited	to	assess	high-achieving	students.	Our	guide:	How	to	get	all	9s	in	Your	GCSEs	has	been	written	by	our	GCSE	experts	and	has	been	used	by	our	students	to
jump	several	grade	boundaries!	Click	here	to	read	it.	4.0	Top	How	are	Grade	Boundaries	Decided?	GCSE	grade	boundaries	are	not	fixed	and	can	change	year	by	year.	Each	exam	board	(such	as	Pearson	Edexcel,	AQA,	and	OCR)	determines	the	specific	marks	required	for	each	grade	after	the	exams	are	completed.	The	boundaries	are	set	based	on	the
difficulty	of	the	exam	and	how	students	performed	overall,	ensuring	fairness	in	marking.	On	results	day,	the	grade	boundaries	are	published	by	the	exam	boards,	allowing	students	and	parents	to	see	how	many	marks	were	needed	to	achieve	a	specific	grade.	It’s	important	to	note	that	these	boundaries	can	vary	between	subjects	and	exam	boards.	For
example,	you	can	view	the	Pearson/Edexcel	grade	boundaries	here,	and	the	AQA	boundaries	here.	5.0	Top	What	grade	do	pupils	need	to	pass	their	GCSEs?	A	common	question	among	parents	is,	"What	grade	is	considered	a	pass?"	Under	the	new	system:	Grade	4	is	seen	as	a	"standard	pass."	This	is	roughly	equivalent	to	a	C	in	the	old	system,	and
students	who	achieve	a	Grade	4	or	above	have	technically	passed.	Grade	5,	on	the	other	hand,	is	regarded	as	a	"strong	pass."	Many	sixth	forms	and	colleges	require	students	to	have	at	least	a	Grade	5	in	core	subjects	like	English	and	Maths	to	continue	with	A-Levels	or	other	qualifications.	While	Grades	1-3	count	as	passes	on	a	technical	level,	they
often	don't	meet	the	entry	requirements	for	further	education.	Students	who	score	below	a	4	in	English	and	Maths	are	usually	required	to	resit	these	subjects	the	following	year.	Enquire	about	A	Level	Tuition	6.0	Top	GCSE	Grading	System	in	England	The	shift	to	numerical	GCSE	grades	was	introduced	as	part	of	a	major	curriculum	reform	in	2014,
led	by	then-Education	Secretary	Michael	Gove.	One	of	the	key	changes	was	a	move	away	from	coursework-heavy	assessment,	placing	a	stronger	focus	on	final	exams	to	determine	students'	results.	These	revamped	qualifications	were	intentionally	designed	to	be	more	rigorous.	Instead	of	being	assessed	in	stages	through	modules,	students	now	study
over	two	full	years	before	sitting	their	exams.	This	was	meant	to	encourage	deeper	learning	and	better	long-term	understanding.	According	to	the	government	at	the	time,	the	new	9–1	grading	scale	was	introduced	to	better	reflect	the	performance	of	top	students,	with	more	levels	of	distinction	at	the	higher	end.	It	was	also	intended	to	help	employers
and	others	clearly	identify	whether	a	student	had	taken	the	newer,	tougher	GCSEs	or	an	older	version	of	the	qualification.	7.0	Top	GCSE	Grading	System	in	Wales	In	Wales,	updated	GCSE	courses	were	launched	in	September	2015,	bringing	changes	to	both	content	and	assessment	methods.	The	most	significant	updates	were	made	to	English
language,	Welsh	language,	and	mathematics,	with	an	emphasis	on	improving	literacy	and	numeracy	skills.	Unlike	England,	however,	Wales	chose	to	keep	the	traditional	A–G	grading	system*.	This	means	that	while	the	curriculum	has	evolved,	the	way	students'	performance	is	reported	has	remained	familiar	to	both	parents	and	employers.	8.0	Top
GCSE	Grading	System	in	Northern	Ireland	GCSE	grading	in	Northern	Ireland	has	also	evolved	in	recent	years.	In	summer	2019,	the	Council	for	the	Curriculum,	Examinations	and	Assessment	(CCEA)	introduced	a	revised	system	using	a	nine-grade	scale	from	A	to	G*,	with	a	new	grade	C*	added	to	provide	more	clarity	around	pass	levels.	However,	not
all	students	in	Northern	Ireland	will	receive	grades	on	this	A*	to	G	scale.	Those	who	take	GCSEs	through	English	exam	boards	may	still	receive	numerical	grades	from	9	to	1,	depending	on	the	awarding	body.	The	CCEA	has	published	guidance	to	help	explain	how	these	changes	work	and	what	the	different	grading	systems	mean	for	students	and
parents.	9.0	Top	How	the	Pandemic	Impacted	GCSE	Grades	The	effects	of	the	pandemic	have	significantly	shaped	recent	GCSE	results.	In	2020	and	2021,	traditional	exams	were	cancelled,	and	grades	were	awarded	based	on	teacher	assessments.	This	led	to	an	unprecedented	spike	in	the	number	of	higher	grades	being	awarded.	For	instance,	the
proportion	of	students	achieving	grades	7	and	above	increased	noticeably	during	this	period.	However,	as	exams	resumed	in	2022,	the	exam	boards	began	recalibrating	results,	aiming	to	gradually	return	to	pre-pandemic	levels.	This	trend	has	continued	into	2023	and	2024,	with	fewer	top	grades	(9-5)	being	awarded	and	a	rise	in	the	proportion	of
lower	grades	(4-1).	Despite	this	rebalancing,	current	results	still	show	slightly	higher	performance	than	in	2019,	likely	reflecting	residual	pandemic	protections.	10.0	Top	Adjustments	in	the	2024	GCSE	Exams	The	2024	GCSE	results	represent	a	move	back	to	normality,	with	most	pandemic-related	exam	adaptations,	such	as	formula	sheets,	now
removed.	The	shift	towards	traditional	exam	settings	has	seen	minor	changes	in	grade	distributions,	particularly	for	crucial	benchmark	grades.	For	instance,	while	the	number	of	students	achieving	grade	4	has	decreased,	those	achieving	grade	5	have	increased	slightly,	suggesting	more	students	are	pushing	past	the	grade	4/5	boundary.	This	reflects
the	balance	that	examiners	are	trying	to	achieve	to	ensure	fairness	while	maintaining	rigorous	standards.	In	2024,	Ofqual	also	instructed	exam	boards	to	apply	more	generous	grading	standards	in	specific	subjects,	notably	French,	German,	and	Computer	Science.	This	decision	aimed	to	address	concerns	about	overly	stringent	grading	in	these	areas
and	to	encourage	student	participation.	11.0	Top	GCSE	Grade	Boundaries	in	2025	As	of	May	2025,	there	have	not	been	any	recent	changes	to	how	the	grade	boundaries	are	set.	However,	GCSE	grade	boundaries	change	every	year.	To	find	the	grade	boundaries	for	a	specific	subject	and	exam	board,	you	will	find	them	published	on	results	day,	or
shortly	thereafter,	and	can	be	found	on	the	relevant	exam	board's	website.	12.0	Top	The	Role	of	Exam	Boards	and	Fairness	in	GCSE	Results	Each	year,	exam	boards	work	to	ensure	that	grade	boundaries	reflect	the	difficulty	of	the	papers	and	maintain	fairness	across	different	years.	For	instance,	Ofqual	guidelines	require	that	higher-tier	exams
include	questions	targeting	both	top-end	students	(aiming	for	grades	9-7)	and	those	aiming	for	mid-range	grades	(6-4).	This	balanced	distribution	of	question	difficulty	helps	create	a	fair	assessment	for	all	students.	In	addition,	grade	boundaries	are	carefully	set	after	all	marking	is	complete,	ensuring	that	students	aren't	penalised	for	more	difficult
exams	13.0	Top	How	Do	GCSE	Grades	Affect	Post-16	Choices?	The	grades	your	child	achieves	at	GCSE	level	will	play	a	significant	role	in	shaping	their	post-16	options.	For	students	aiming	to	go	to	sixth	form	or	college	to	study	A-Levels,	most	institutions	require	a	minimum	of	five	GCSEs	at	Grades	4	or	5,	including	in	key	subjects	like	Maths	and
English.	Additionally,	some	schools	and	colleges	may	require	higher	grades,	especially	in	the	subjects	a	student	wishes	to	pursue	at	A-Level.	For	example,	a	student	wanting	to	study	Maths	at	A-Level	may	need	to	achieve	at	least	a	Grade	6	or	7	in	their	GCSE	Maths	exam.	Students	with	lower	GCSE	grades	can	consider	alternative	qualifications	like
apprenticeships	or	vocational	courses,	which	offer	different	pathways	to	employment	or	further	education.	Ivy	Education	has	spent	over	10	years	helping	families	with	their	child's	GCSEs	-	from	expert	GCSE	Tuition	to	Academic	Consultation	and	Careers	Guidance.	Contact	us	today	fur	further	support	with	your	GCSEs!	14.0	Top	FAQs	The	highest
grade	is	9,	which	represents	performance	above	the	old	A*	grade.	A	Grade	5	is	considered	a	"strong	pass,"	while	a	Grade	4	is	a	"standard	pass."	No,	grade	boundaries	can	vary	between	subjects	and	exam	boards,	depending	on	the	exam	difficulty	and	student	performance	each	year.	Grade	boundaries	are	published	by	exam	boards	on	results	day.	You
can	check	the	relevant	boundaries	on	their	official	websites,	such	as	Pearson/Edexcel,	AQA,	and	OCR.	Yes,	students	who	achieve	below	a	Grade	4	in	Maths	or	English	are	usually	required	to	resit	those	subjects.	2nd	May	25	The	world	of	academia	and	education	is	vast,	diverse	and	at	times,	incredibly	complex.	To	pursue	certain	jobs	requires	you	to
complete	certain	qualifications,	such	as	a	GCSE,	and	you	usually	need	a	range	of	preliminary	qualifications	at	specified	grades	to	obtain	these	qualifications	in	the	first	place.	This	can	result	in	a	lengthy	and	specific	course	of	study	which	can	take	years	of	your	life	to	achieve.	The	end	result	is	worthwhile,	but	figuring	out	this	path	can	be	a	challenge.	It
doesn’t	help	matters	when	significant	changes	are	made	to	the	education	system	to	confuse	the	process	even	more.	One	such	change	that	has	caused	a	stir	is	the	new	GCSE	grading	system,	which	saw	the	traditionally	used	letters	be	replaced	with	numbers,	creating	new	GCSE	grade	equivalents.	As	GCSEs	are	the	first	objective	evidence	of	your
knowledge	level	and	academic	ability,	they	play	a	huge	part	in	your	educational	and	professional	journey	post-school.	This	is	why	it’s	imperative	that	you	know	exactly	what	your	results	entail.	If	you	want	the	new	GCSE	grades	explained,	keep	reading.	We	identify	GCSE	grade	3	equivalent,	grade	2	GCSE	equivalent,	and	everything	in	between!	Why
Have	the	GCSE	Grades	Changed?	In	short,	the	GCSE	grading	system	was	changed	to	provide	more	differentiation	at	the	top	end	of	the	grading	spectrum.	This	was	to	help	provide	a	more	accurate	picture	of	a	learner's	ability.	Where	previously	the	pass	grades	were	limited	to	C,	B,	A	and	A*	for	the	highest	achievers,	now	you	have	grades	4,	5,	6,	7,	8
and	9.	The	opposite	can	be	said	for	the	lower	end	of	the	GCSE	grading	system.	Previously	failed	GCSE	grades	came	in	at	grades	D,	E,	F	and	G,	with	U	being	‘Unclassified’.	Now,	failed	GCSE	grades	come	in	at	3,	2	and	1,	with	U	being	the	only	constant	in	the	GCSE	grading	system.	What	are	the	GCSE	Grades	Now?	Today,	the	new	GCSE	grade
equivalents	range	from	1	to	9,	with	9	being	the	highest	a	learner	can	achieve.	This	has	resulted	in	consistent	questions	from	learners	trying	to	get	their	heads	around	it	all,	as	they	ponder	things	like	‘What	do	GCSE	grades	1-9	mean?’.	This	can	be	a	confusing	concept	to	master,	whether	you're	studying	a	GCSE	English	course	online,	a	GCSE	Maths
online	course,	or	GCSE	Science	course.	To	help,	we	have	answered	some	of	the	common	questions	surrounding	the	GCSE	number	grades	below:	1.	Is	7	an	A	in	GCSE?	Yes!	A	grade	7	is	now	equal	to	a	grade	A	in	the	old	system.	2.	What	is	a	4	grade	GCSE?	If	you	achieve	a	grade	4	in	your	GCSEs,	then	it	is	considered	the	same	as	the	old	grade	C,	under
the	GCSE	grade	equivalents.	3.	Is	a	3	a	pass	in	GCSE?	No,	the	GCSE	grade	3	equivalent	is	in	between	the	traditional	grades	D	and	E.	4.	What	GCSE	grade	is	a	pass?	The	Department	of	Education	recognises	a	GCSE	grade	4	and	above	as	a	‘standard	pass’,	which	is	the	equivalent	of	the	old	grade	C	or	above	in	the	traditional	GCSE	grading	system.	To
further	help	explain	the	GCSE	grading	system,	we	have	included	a	visual	chart	of	the	new	GCSE	grades	compared	to	the	old	below:	Do	GCSE	Grades	Matter	for	University?	Yes!	GCSE	qualifications	are	a	very	important	component	in	meeting	the	requirements	for	a	university	degree.	You	will	find	most	universities	expect	at	least	a	grade	C/4	in	English
and	Maths,	sometimes	they	also	want	the	same	in	Science	too.	Though	certain	degree	subjects	will	go	further	and	ask	for	specific	GCSE	subjects	with	certain	grades.	This	can	be	anywhere	from	up	to	seven	GCSE	subjects	with	excellent	marks!	This	is	often	the	case	with	career-related	degrees	like	Engineering,	Veterinary
Science,	Medicine,	Dentistry	and	Teaching.	Do	Employers	Check	GCSE	Grades?	A	lot	of	them	do,	this	is	because	some	roles	require	a	minimum	number	of	qualifications	to	obtain	employment.	The	reason	for	this	could	boil	down	to	it	being	an	industry	standard,	but	it’s	also	equally	possible	for	it	to	be	company	policy.	In	any	case,	you	will	find	most
employers	want	you	to	have	basic	literacy	and	numeracy	skills,	and	GCSEs	are	an	ideal	way	of	measuring	these.	For	this	reason,	GCSEs	are	incredibly	important	as	they	enable	employers	to	quickly	compare	you	against	other	applicants.	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	most	employers	look	for	a	grade	of	C/4	or	above	in	the	core	subjects	of	English	and	Maths.	You
will	also	find	a	lot	of	apprenticeships	also	look	for	certain	grades	at	GCSE,	with	advanced	apprenticeships	looking	for	five	GCSEs	at	grades	9	to	4,	including	English	and	Maths.	Overall,	the	more	GCSEs	you	have	at	a	higher	grade,	the	more	freedom	you	will	have	to	explore	different	job	opportunities	and	the	potential	to	earn	a	higher	wage.	Do
Universities	Accept	GCSE	Equivalents?	Yes,	they	do!	Universities	are	becoming	more	open	to	prospective	students	who	have	alternative	forms	of	evidence	of	their	ability.	Namely,	this	is	equivalent	to	qualifications	like	Functional	Skills	Level	2,	but	it	can	also	extend	to	work	experience	and	professional	qualifications.	Can	I	Study	GCSEs	and
Equivalents	Online?	Absolutely!	With	the	advent	of	online	study,	now	you	can	gain	your	GCSE	education	and	many	other	forms	and	levels	of	education	online.	With	learndirect,	you	can	study	both	GCSE	courses	and	equivalent	qualifications	from	the	comfort	of	your	home.	Whether	you	are	looking	for	a	GCSE	Science	online	course	or	GCSE	Maths	and
English	courses	for	adults	online,	we	can	help.	Our	online	GCSE	courses	include:	Biology	Business	Studies	Chemistry	English	Language	You	can	also	study	online	GCSE	courses	in:		English	Literature	History	Mathematics	Physics	Psychology	You	can	find	these	on	our	GCSE	qualification	page.	Our	online	GCSE	equivalent	courses	include	English	GCSE
equivalent	courses	like:	Online	Maths	GCSE	equivalent	courses	like:	Plus	online	combined	Maths	and	English	GCSE	equivalent	courses	such	as:	You	can	find	these	and	more	on	our	Functional	Skills	qualification	page.	Enrol	Now!	If	you’re	looking	to	gain	the	GCSE	or	Level	2	equivalent	qualifications	you	need	to	progress	in	academia	and
beyond,	learndirect	will	help	you	achieve	your	goal.	Our	online	courses	help	you	continue	your	education	at	a	time	that	suits	you,	so	you	can	get	the	knowledge	you	need	without	impacting	your	schedule.	By	now,	you	will	have	a	solid	understanding	of	GCSE	grade	equivalents.	So,	all	you	have	to	do	now	is	enrol	on	your	online	GCSE	courses.	UK
learners	can	find	out	more	by	calling	our	Course	Executives	on	01202	006	464	or	by	contacting	them	online.	Alternatively,	download	our	FREE	GCSE	Faculty	Brochure	for	more	information	below.	The	grading	system	has	existed	for	a	long	time.	Institutes	and	universities	use	this	technique	to	grade	students	according	to	their	performance	in	that
year.	Moreover,	it	decides	whether	you	will	go	to	the	next	class	or	not.	This	system	varies	in	different	countries	and	has	its	own	grading	rules.	In	this	blog,	you	will	learn	about	the	GCSE	grading	system,	its	causes,	and	boundaries.	You	will	also	see	the	changes	that	have	occurred	in	the	system	and	the	difference	between	the	new	and	old	ones.	By	the
end,	you	will	be	fully	aware	of	the	changes	and	how	the	grading	system	works	in	different	countries.	What	Is	GCSE	Grading	System?	If	you	are	a	learner	studying	in	the	United	Kingdom,	then	you	must	be	aware	of	the	GCSE	grading	system.	This	technique	was	first	presented	in	2017.	The	full	form	of	the	acronym	GCSE	is-	General	Certificate	of
Secondary	Education.	This	qualification	is	taken	by	students	who	fall	between	the	brackets	14-16.	It	is	a	cornerstone	on	which	your	further	education	and	employment	build.	The	grading	system	has	gone	through	some	changes	in	2025.	In	the	preceding	section,	you	will	see	the	causes	that	led	to	the	changes	in	the	GCSE	grading	system.	Reasons
Behind	Changed	Grades	In	the	year	2025,	the	grading	system	saw	some	changes.	Let	us	see	the	causes	behind	them.	The	first	reason	the	grading	system	changed	was	because	they	wanted	to	simplify	it.	Only	one	single	exam	occurs	at	the	end	of	the	year	rather	than	in	modules	all	year	long.	This	swap	also	helps	to	distinguish	the	most	extraordinary
candidates	at	the	topmost	tier	of	the	grading	system.	Though	it	might	seem	like	a	positive	change,	the	teachers	suffered.	They	had	problems	differentiating	between	students	who	all	had	achieved	A+	grades.	If	you	have	issues	writing	this	piece	on	this	topic,	you	can	search	the	web	and	ask	if	anyone	can	“do	my	assignment	help.”	New	GCSE	Grades
Boundaries	Explained	In	this	section,	you	will	see	the	boundaries	in	the	GCSE	grading	system.	It	will	allow	you	to	understand	better	how	the	grading	system	works.	Therefore,	let	us	look	at	those	parameters.	GCSE	grade	boundaries	tell	you	how	many	marks	you	ought	to	achieve	to	receive	a	definite	grade.	These	boundaries	may	differ	for	each
subject.	It	depends	on	the	difficulty	level	and	your	overall	performance	in	the	entire	exam	series.	Moreover,	it	ensures	fairness	for	every	student.	Before,	we	jump	into	the	new	GCSE	grade	boundary,	let	us	study	a	bit	of	history	associated	with	it.	This	system	was	introduced	in	year	2017.	It	runs	from	9-1,	with	1	being	the	lowest	and	9	the	highest.	The
old	grading	system	was	A-G,	with	A+	being	the	highest.	The	subjects	that	first	adopted	this	technique	were	English,	Maths,	and	English	Literature.	If	you	have	any	issues	writing	an	English	essay	on	this	topic,	you	can	seek	English	assignment	help.	By	the	year	2020,	all	subjects	began	using	it.	The	exam	board	uses	comparable	outcomes	so	that	it	is
not	hard	to	achieve	grade	one	from	one	year	to	the	next.	Once	all	the	students	have	taken	the	exam	and	marking	is	done,	the	board	decides	on	subject	boundaries.	The	examiners	consider	several	factors	before	they	decide	on	grade	boundary,	and	they	are:	Feedback	about	a	particular	paper	from	the	teacher.	Previous	year's	question	papers.
Information	about	the	previous	accolades	of	the	cohort	of	students	appearing	in	the	exam.	Previous	statistics.	The	GCSE	grade	boundaries	come	out	on	exam	result	day.	The	New	numerical	system	helps	you	further	differentiate	between	higher	grades.	Also	Know:	How	many	marks	to	pass	GCSE	English	Language?	Changes	Made	In	1-9	GCSE	Grading
System	This	is	the	main	section	in	which	you	will	see	in	detail	the	changes	in	the	grading	system.	You	will	see	1-9	GCSE	grades	explained	in	this	part,	so	you	will	understand	the	swap	easily.	Let	us	look	at	what	those	are:	Grade	9	This	grade	is	brought	into	existence	so	that	colleges	and	universities	can	segregate	students	who	have	exceptional	abilities
in	particular	subjects.	However,	it	is	not	equivalent	to	A+	grades.	It	is	there	to	identify	the	most	high-performing	students.	Grades	8,	7	and	6	Grade	8	comes	between	an	A+	and	an	A	grade.	Grade	7	is	equivalent	to	an	A,	and	grade	6	will	fall	just	a	bit	higher	than	the	previous	B	grade.	Grades	4	and	5	These	grades	represent	the	"pass"	grade	equivalent
to	an	old	C.	Moreover,	grade	4	is	considered	a	"standard	pass"	and	grade	5	is	a	"strong	pass".		Schools	will	be	measured	based	on	students	who	achieve	grade	4	and	above.	However,	they	will	also	be	studied	on	the	proportion	of	students	who	achieve	grade	5	and	above.	Grades	3,	2,	and	1	These	grades	are	equal	to	the	predecessor	GCSE	grades	D,	E,
F	and	G.	Grade	3	comes	between	a	D	and	an	E.	Grade	2	falls	somewhere	between	an	E	and	an	F.	Moreover,	grade	1	is	similar	to	an	old	grade	G,	and	grade	U	refers	to	an	exam	that	has	been	unguarded.	It	means	you	did	not	achieve	grades	enough	to	show	on	the	scale.	Let's	Check	out	the	Table	for	easy	understanding.	Grades	Equivalent	To	9	High	A*
8	Low	A*	or	high	A	grade	7	Low	A	grade	6	High	B	grade	5	Low	B	or	high	C	grade	4	Low	C	grade	3	D	or	high	E	grade	2	Low	E	or	high	F	grade	1	Low	F	or	G	grade	U	U	Therefore,	you	saw	what	GCSE	grades	1-9	equivalent	is	and	what	shifts	occurred	in	2025	in	the	grading	scheme.	It	will	allow	you	to	prepare	yourself	accordingly	if	you	want	to	get
selected	for	some	of	the	top	colleges	in	the	UK,	like	Oxford,	Cambridge,	and	Harvard.	Difference	Between	New	and	Old	Grading	Systems	In	the	preceding	section,	you	saw	new	GCSE	grades	explained	in	great	detail.	In	this	section,	you	will	look	at	the	difference	between	the	new	and	old	grading	systems	and	will	be	more	lucid	about	the	swap	that
occurred	this	year.	So,	let	us	see	what	those	differences	are.	The	big	change	that	happened	is	instead	of	relying	on	the	letters	A	to	G,	the	system	has	become	numeric.	Now,	Students	receive	grades	between	1	and	9,	with	nine	being	the	highest.	A	grade	4	is	equivalent	in	a	broader	sense	to	the	predecessor	C	grade	and	is	considered	a	pass.	Under	the
new	system,	there	are	six	grading	points	between	4	and	9.	However,	in	the	old	grading	system,	there	were	four	grading	points	between	C	and	A+.	These	are	the	main	changes	that	were	introduced	in	the	year	2025.	However,	there	are	some	similarities	also.	They	are:	1.	The	base	of	grade	7	equal	to	the	base	of	grade	A	2.	The	base	of	grade	4	equal	to
the	base	of	grade	C	3.	The	base	of	grade	1,	equivalent	to	the	base	of	grade	G	4.	Three	number	grades	-	9,	8	and	7	-	are	equivalent	to	the	two	prior	top	grades	of	A*	and	A.	These	are	all	the	differences	and	similarities	between	old	and	new	grading	systems.	This	is	how	1-9	GCSE	grades	are	explained	in	detail.	We	hope	you	understand	the	changes	that
occurred	in	the	grading	system.	If	you	have	a	problem,	you	can	check	the	table	shown	above.	Know	All	About	the	New	Grading	System	Ask	Our	Experts	In	What	Fields	GCSE	Grades	Are	Checked?	This	section	will	tell	you	all	the	fields	where	GCSE	grades	are	checked.	Moreover,	you	will	understand	the	importance	of	GCSE	grades	explained	above.It
will	give	you	an	idea	about	all	the	places	where	your	GCSE	scores	will	matter.	Therefore,	you	need	to	pay	attention	to	this	section	to	know	the	details.	It	will	help	you	in	the	long	run	when	you	move	abroad	for	higher	studies	or	job	employment.	So,	let	us	see	the	different	fields.	Your	GCSE	scores	hold	weight	when	you	apply	for	universities	and	they
consider	it	a	vital	part	of	their	admission	process.	It	serves	as	a	benchmark	of	your	academic	potential,	that	grants	a	peek	to	universities	into	your	general	educational	soundness	and	accolades.	Although	these	grades	are	not	the	sole	deciding	factor,	they	are	still	an	essential	one.	Now,	if	you	are	wondering	if	universities	accept	equivalent	GCSE
scores,	the	answer	is	yes.	Many	universities	accept	equal	to	GCSE	scores,	like	functional	skills,	BTECs,	and	Key	skills.	However,	the	GCSE	equal	scores	may	differ	between	universities	and	courses.	Some	may	request	particular	GCSEs	for	particular	subjects,	and	others	reject	equivalent	scores.	You	must	always	consult	with	the	university	head	or
check	their	website	to	make	sure	about	their	requirements.	The	employer,	as	part	of	their	recruitment	process,	can	review	your	GCSE	scores.	It	is	to	verify	your	educational	credentials	and	to	see	whether	you	are	suitable	for	the	job.	However,	the	extent	of	GCSE	scores	and	their	importance	can	vary	depending	on	the	role	and	industry.	Now,	you	must
be	wondering	how	employers	check	your	GCSE	results.	Well,	the	answer	is	right	here!	1.	Request	Certificates	Duplicate	Employers	can	ask	you	to	produce	copies	of	the	GCSE	certificate	as	proof	of	your	qualification.	You	can	collect	the	certificate	from	the	bodies	that	grant	them.	2.	Check	with	the	Exam	Board	Your	employers	can	also	directly	contact
the	boards	to	verify	your	scores.	It	is	done	by	providing	your	name,	date	of	birth	and	the	subject	you	took.	In	turn,	they	confirm	your	grades.	3.	Check	with	the	National	Pupil	Database	The	national	pupil	database	maintained	by	the	Department	of	Education	verifies	information	about	all	the	kids	in	England,	including	their	exam	results.	Your	employer
can	request	access	to	this	database	to	check	your	GCSE	scores.	If	you	want	to	score	high	in	exams,	you	can	seek	online	exam	help.	However,	this	is	not	the	only	thing	an	employer	checks	as	part	of	their	recruitment	process.	They	can	also	check	your	identity,	right	to	work	in	the	UK	and	any	criminal	record.	GCSE	Grades	Explained	By	Our	Experts
with	Ease	Therefore,	you	saw	GCSE	grades	explained.	You	also	saw	the	differences	between	the	new	and	old	grading	systems.	Moreover,	you	also	saw	what	changes	occurred	in	the	old	scoring	system.	We	hope	we	were	successful	in	clearing	all	the	concepts	and	explaining	them	to	you	in	vivid	detail.	If	you	still	have	issues	understanding	it,	you	can
seek	assignment	help	from	experts.	The	experts	at	our	disposal	have	many	years	of	experience	behind	them.	They	will	furnish	you	with	a	document	that	has	all	the	details	and	in	simple	language	that	will	be	easily	understandable	to	you.	Also	Take	Help	From:	GCSE	Biology	Topics	The	grading	system	not	only	evaluated	performance	but	also	redefined
how	brilliance	was	recognised.	In	this	blog,	we	delved	into	the	intriguing	9-1	structure	and	the	latest	GCSE	Grades	boundaries	that	shook	up	the	status	quo.	Whether	you	were	eagerly	awaiting	your	results	or	simply	curious	about	the	changes,	you	explored	a	realm	where	precision	met	potential.	Ready	to	decode	the	secrets	behind	the	numbers	and
uncover	what	lay	ahead	in	this	new	academic	frontier?	Let’s	embark	on	this	journey	together!	Table	of	Contents	1)	What	were	the	9-1	GCSE	Grades	and	their	Grade	Equivalents?	2)	How	Were	Grade	Boundaries	Determined?	3)	Why	Did	the	Grading	System	Change?	4)	What	to	Do	If	Your	Results	Were	Unexpected?	5)	How	Were	GCSEs	Graded	in
Northern	Ireland?	6)	How	Were	GCSEs	Graded	in	Wales?	7)	Conclusion	What	were	the	9-1	GCSE	Grades	and	their	Grade	Equivalents?	The	9-1	grading	system	for	GCSEs	in	England	was	introduced	to	better	reflect	the	revised,	more	challenging	curriculum	and	to	provide	greater	differentiation	among	students.	Here’s	a	breakdown:	a)	Grade	9:	The
highest	grade	awarded	for	exceptional	performance.	b)	Grade	8:	Very	high	achievement,	just	below	Grade	9;	roughly	equivalent	to	an	A*.	c)	Grade	7:	Strong	performance,	equivalent	to	the	old	A	grade.	d)	Grade	6:	Good	performance,	equivalent	to	a	high	B	under	the	old	system.	e)	Grade	5:	Known	as	a	strong	pass;	equivalent	to	a	low	B	or	high	C.	f)
Grade	4:	A	standard	pass,	equivalent	to	the	old	C	grade;	the	minimum	required	for	many	post-16	courses.	g)	Grade	3:	Roughly	equivalent	to	a	D,	indicating	below	the	standard	pass	level.	h)	Grade	2:	Equivalent	to	the	old	E	grade,	showing	a	lower	level	of	achievement.	i)	Grade	1:	The	lowest	grade,	equivalent	to	the	old	F	and	G	grades,	indicating
minimal	understanding.	j)	U	(Ungraded):	Indicates	that	the	student	did	not	achieve	the	minimum	required	to	be	awarded	a	grade.	How	Were	Grade	Boundaries	Determined?	Grade	boundaries	for	GCSEs	were	established	through	a	blend	of	statistical	analysis	and	expert	assessment.	These	boundaries	are	not	fixed	and	can	vary	each	year	based	on
overall	student	performance.	Here’s	a	detailed	look	at	the	process:	1)Statistical	Predictions	Exam	boards	used	historical	data	and	students'	prior	performance	to	forecast	the	expected	distribution	of	grades.	By	analysing	trends	and	patterns	from	previous	years,	they	could	estimate	the	grade	boundaries	needed	to	maintain	consistency	and	fairness
across	different	cohorts.	2)	Expert	Judgment	Subject	Matter	Experts	(SMEs)	reviewed	a	selection	of	exam	scripts	around	critical	grade	boundaries,	such	as	4,	5,	and	7.	They	evaluated	the	quality	of	responses	to	determine	the	level	of	performance	required	for	each	grade.	This	review	process	ensured	that	the	grades	reflected	the	actual	standards	of
student	work.	3)	Adjustments	Grade	boundaries	were	adjusted	based	on	the	relative	difficulty	of	the	exam	compared	to	previous	years.	If	an	exam	was	notably	more	challenging	or	easier,	the	boundaries	were	modified	to	account	for	these	variations.	This	adjustment	process	was	designed	to	ensure	that	students	were	assessed	fairly	and	that	the
results	accurately	reflected	their	abilities.	Learn	about	the	rating	prediction	method	with	our	Sentiment	Analysis	Training	-	Join	now!	Why	Did	the	Grading	System	Change?	The	GCSE	Grading	system	transitioned	from	letters	(A-G)	to	numbers	(9-1)	to	improve	differentiation,	especially	among	top	performers,	and	to	reflect	a	more	challenging
curriculum.	a)	Greater	Differentiation	The	new	scale	offers	finer	distinctions	among	high-achieving	students,	providing	clearer	differentiation.	b)	Reflecting	a	Rigorous	Curriculum	The	numerical	grades	better	align	with	the	advanced	curriculum,	ensuring	an	accurate	representation	of	students'	knowledge.	c)	Alignment	with	International	Standards
The	change	brings	GCSEs	in	line	with	global	grading	practices,	enhancing	international	comparability.	d)	Enhanced	Clarity	for	Employers	and	Educational	Institutions	The	system	provides	clearer	insights	into	student	capabilities,	aiding	better	assessment	by	employers	and	institutions.	e)	Maintaining	Relevance	The	updated	grading	system	ensures
that	assessments	are	relevant	in	today’s	competitive	global	education	landscape.	Learn	problem-solving	techniques	with	our	Soft	Skills	Engineering	Course–	Join	today!	What	to	Do	If	Your	Results	Were	Unexpected?	Receiving	GCSE	results	that	don’t	meet	your	expectations	can	be	disheartening,	but	there	are	several	proactive	steps	you	can	take	to
address	the	situation:	1)	Talk	to	Your	School	or	College	Reach	out	to	your	school	or	college	for	guidance.	They	can	help	you	understand	your	options,	including	the	possibility	of	appealing	a	grade,	resitting	exams,	or	exploring	alternative	qualifications	such	as	apprenticeships	or	vocational	courses.	2)	Consider	Resits	If	you	did	not	achieve	a	grade	4	in
English	or	maths,	you	will	need	to	resit	these	subjects.	Resits	can	be	scheduled	for	the	autumn	or	the	following	summer,	giving	you	an	opportunity	to	improve	your	grades.	3)	Appeal	the	Results	If	you	believe	there	has	been	an	error	in	marking,	you	can	request	a	review	or	re-mark	of	your	exam	papers	through	your	school.	Be	aware	of	the	deadlines
set	by	exam	boards	for	submitting	appeals.	4)	Explore	Alternative	Pathways	If	your	grades	fall	short	of	the	entry	requirements	for	your	preferred	A-levels	or	college	courses,	it’s	worth	exploring	alternative	pathways	that	might	align	better	with	your	goals.	These	could	include	vocational	qualifications,	apprenticeships,	or	other	educational	routes.
Taking	the	time	to	consider	different	options	for	GCSE	can	also	open	up	new	opportunities	and	provide	a	solid	foundation	for	pursuing	your	desired	career	path.	How	Are	GCSEs	Graded	in	Northern	Ireland?	In	Northern	Ireland,	GCSEs	were	graded	using	either	the	9-1	system	or	the	traditional	A-G	system,	depending	on	the	exam	board	selected	by	the
school.	Here's	a	comparison	of	the	two	grading	systems:	Learn	how	to	achieve	goals	with	our	Attention	Management	Training-	Register	now!	How	Were	GCSEs	Graded	in	Wales?	In	Wales,	GCSE	Grading	systems	varied	depending	on	the	exam	board	chosen	by	the	school.	The	two	systems	in	use	were	the	traditional	A-G	grades	and	the	more	recent	9-1
grades.	Here	is	a	detailed	comparison	between	the	two	grading	systems:	The	A-G	grading	system,	where	A	represents	the	highest	achievement	and	G	the	lowest,	was	used	alongside	the	9-1	system.	In	the	9-1	system,	a	grade	of	9	denotes	the	highest	level	of	performance,	with	grades	descending	to	1,	which	represents	the	lowest.	The	mapping	indicates
that	while	both	systems	are	designed	to	reflect	student	performance,	the	9-1	system	allows	for	greater	differentiation	among	higher-achieving	students.	This	system	can	significantly	influence	options	after	GCSEs,	providing	clearer	pathways	for	students	to	make	informed	decisions	about	their	future	education	and	career	paths.	Conclusion	Reflecting
on	the	2025	GCSE	results,	it’s	evident	that	the	new	grading	system	has	reshaped	our	understanding	of	academic	excellence.	The	9-1	structure	and	updated	GCSE	Grades	boundaries	provided	a	more	nuanced	assessment	of	student	performance,	highlighting	each	learner’s	potential.	This	year’s	results	set	a	new	benchmark,	inspiring	students	and
educators	to	strive	for	greater	heights.	As	we	move	forward,	let’s	embrace	these	changes,	recognising	that	every	GCSE	Grade	tells	a	story	of	hard	work,	resilience,	and	brilliance.	Understand	the	career	development	challenges	with	our	Career	Development	Course	–	Join	today!


