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Returning license plates in Massachusetts is an essential step when you no longer require them. Proper plate return helps prevent misuse and identity theft, ensuring that the plates are deactivated and properly disposed of by the registry.To return your license plates in Massachusetts, follow these general steps:Remove the license plates from your
vehicle.Destroy the registration stickers on the plates to prevent misuse.Visit your local RMV office or mail the plates to the appropriate address.Complete any necessary forms and provide the required information.Obtain a receipt or confirmation of plate return for your records.Massachusetts provides multiple options for returning license plates,
including in-person drop-off at an RMV office or mailing them to the designated address. Choose the option that is most convenient for you, ensuring a proper return of your license plates.You may be trying to access this site from a secured browser on the server. Please enable scripts and reload this page.September 20, 2021If you are selling your
car, replacing damaged plates, moving to a new state or just getting rid of your old car in Massachusetts, there are plenty of ways to get rid of your old license plates. Selling, returning, and recycling are just a few options that every Massachusetts driver can use. In the state of Massachusetts you'll need to send your plates back to the DMV, recycle,
or destroy them if you don't plan on upcycling them. Visit the DMV in person or schedule an appointment. If you don't want to go wait in line at the DMV mail your old plates to the DMV licensing office.If your Massachusetts plates are collector plates or vintage, they can be valuable! eBay, Facebook Marketplace, or craigslist are just a few places you
can sell your plates online. There's always someone looking for plates for their art project. A consignment shop might be your best option for in person selling.Pinterest has plenty of ideas like sculptures, birdhouses, and even journals are just a few things you can make with old license plates. Try upcycling and create something brand new with your
old Massachusetts license plates. Watch out for sharp edges when you're cutting up your license plates! Donate your junk car in Massachusetts to Wheels For Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish kids from Springfield to Boston! Helping Make-A-Wish children is as easy as the click of a button! If you have a Massachusetts title problem we can help almost
anyone get a new title. Here's how you can get rid of license plates in a different state: Alabama : Alaska : Arizona : Arkansas : California : Colorado : Connecticut : Delaware : District of Columbia : Florida : Georgia : Hawaii : Idaho : Illinois : Indiana : Iowa : Kansas : Kentucky : Louisiana : Maine : Maryland : Massachusetts : Michigan : Minnesota :
Mississippi : Missouri : Montana : Nebraska : Nevada : New Hampshire : New Jersey : New Mexico : New York : North Carolina : North Dakota : Ohio : Oklahoma : Oregon : Pennsylvania : Rhode Island : South Carolina : South Dakota : Tennessee : Texas : Utah : Vermont : Virginia : Washington : West Virginia : Wisconsin : Wyoming : Washington D.C.
Thomas Northcut/Photodisc/Getty Images When selling a car in Massachusetts, owners can either return their license plates to a branch of the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) or destroy them. They can dispose of the plates themselves by handing them over to a local recycling center or surrender them in person to an RMV service
center. In any event, the agency will need personal information from the vehicle's owner to complete the cancellation process. When canceling plates online, the RMV requires the owner's vehicle registration number, email address and at least one of the following to be input on the agency's website: Massachusetts driver's license, permit or ID
number. Social Security number. Federal Employer ID number (FID), applicable only if a business registered the vehicle. If there are two vehicle owners, they cannot cancel their plates or registration online. Instead, they must print, complete and sign the Affidavit for Cancellation of Registration form available on the RMVs website and bring it to an
RMYV branch. The department will give both single and multiple owners a cancellation receipt for their records. After canceling their auto registration and plates, owners cannot legally drive the vehicle on public roadways in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts without valid plates. They must give a copy of their cancellation receipt to their car
insurance company and dispose of their plates by either throwing them away or recycling them. No matter how they decide to get rid of the plates, they should cut them in half so no one else can use them. Owners can receive eligibility for abatement of their local motor vehicle excise taxes if they canceled because they moved out of state, they no
longer own the vehicle or they reported it as stolen. They will not receive a tax reduction just for canceling their registration at least one of these reasons must apply. A local assessor's office can successfully process an abatement application if the owner provides documentation of their actions. Those who have questions regarding this process should
contact an assessor in their area. Dealers of boats and boat trailers. Owner-contractors. Persons who harvest forest products. Dealers of recreational vehicles and recreational vehicle trailers. Repairmen. Transporters. Farmers and manufacturers may be entitled to a Section 5 exemption. Vehicle owners can fill out a Manufacturers-Farmer Exemption
Application online or get one from their local assessor's office. When canceling Section 5 plates, owners must show ID at the time of cancellation. They can do this online or submit their request by mail. If requesting by mail, they should photocopy their official state license or photo ID and send it with their application to the Registry of Motor
Vehicles, Attention Section 5 Division, P.O. Box 55897, Boston, MA 02205-5897. Unlike a standard Massachusetts license plate and registration cancellation, there can be a fee to cancel Section 5 plates or master registration. For vehicle owners not canceling the full master registration, the state charges $25 to amend it. Share copy and redistribute
the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were
made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that
legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example,
other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. If youre currently moving out of Massachusetts, no longer own your vehicle, or have had your vehicle reported stolen - then you may be wondering how exactly you should go about canceling your license plates. Canceling your vehicle's license plate registration
is an important step to take in any of these scenarios, but can often feel overwhelming to drivers unsure of where to start.Berry Insurance is used to guiding clients through this process when they need to get a new vehicle or are moving out of The Spirit of America (cant argue with the license plate slogan!), so were happy to break down the process
for you.In this guide well explain how to go about canceling your plates, what youll need to complete the process,How can I cancel my plates?In some cases, AAA or your insurance agent can handle the process of canceling your plates on your behalf - a service our agents at Berry Insurance are happy to provide! However, if your agent doesnt offer
this or it is not an option, it is easy to cancel your plates on your own.Plates cancellations can be handled on the Mass.gov RMV website, unless the vehicle in question has two registered owners. If there are two owners of the vehicle, both must complete and sign the Affidavit for Cancellation of Registration.But, if you dont feel like dealing with
technology, or just prefer handling it in person, you can always cancel your registration by printing out and mailing the completed affidavit to the RMVs address listed on the form or filling out the form at your local RMV.What do I need to cancel my license plates?In order to cancel your your registration, you will need to provide the following:Your
license plate/vehicle registration numberYour email addressAs well as one of the following forms of identification:Drivers license, permit, or ID numberSocial Security NumberFID number (If the car/truck is registered to a company or corporation)Once the cancellation is complete, the RMV will provide you with a registration cancellation receipt. Be
sure to keep this receipt for your records and have a photocopy for your insurance company if they need it. How much does it cost to cancel my license plate?Canceling your registration does not cost any additional fees. However, you may be charged a reinstatement fee if your registration was revoked due to an insurance obligation. The
reinstatement fee will need to be paid in full before registering the vehicle with a new plate number in Massachusetts.Additionally, you may be entitled to a refund of your local motor vehicle excise tax if you cancel your registration due to moving out of Massachusetts, having your vehicle reported stolen, or if you no longer own the vehicle. The
refund is only provided in these scenarios, not if you simply cancel your registration.You will need to provide documentation of these actions (and any additional requirements by state law) to your local assessors office to process the abatement application.What do I do with my license plates once theyre canceled?Once the cancellation is completed,
the license plates should be recycled or disposed of. The RMV no longer requires the physical plates to be returned to them after cancellation, so you can simply cut or fold them in half, as they can no longer be used.Getting back on the roadNow that you have a better understanding of what goes into canceling your plates in Massachusetts, you can
be prepared to handle this important process.If you need to cancel your plates because youre giving your car away to another party, you may be interested in learning more about the process of gifting a car. To learn more about this topic, check out our guide on how to gift/transfer a vehicle in Massachusetts.If youre instead moving to Massachusetts
(welcome!) and need to know how to register your vehicle in a brand new state, take a look at this article: How to Register a Vehicle When Moving to Massachusetts.
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