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National healthcare association phlebotomy exam
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Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered Creativity If you are thinking about starting a job in healthcare, you might consider becoming a Certified Phlebotomy Technician (CPT). A CPT is someone who has earned a certification from the National Healthcareer Association by completing a phlebotomy
course and passing the CPT exam. While not all states and healthcare facilities require phlebotomists to be certified, getting your certification may help you get a job, earn more money, or get a promotion. This guide goes over what’s on the NHA’s CPT exam, the requirements to take it, what you have to do to get your CPT certification, and
more.Overview of the NHA & CPT CertificationThe National Healthcareer Association (NHA) is an organization that provides credentialing services for many different types of careers. They offer certification exams for medical assistants, pharmacy technicians, phlebotomy technicians, and more. The NHA has been providing these services since 1989
and is one of the most trusted certifying organizations across the United States. Earning your CPT certification shows that you are knowledgeable and have the basic skills necessary to work as a phlebotomy technician. A large majority of employers prefer to hire phlebotomists who have already gotten their certification, even in states where it is not
required. Because of this, Certified Phlebotomy Technicians may find a job more quickly, earn higher starting salaries, and be more likely to receive promotions. CPTs can work in hospitals, clinics, blood donation centers, outpatient facilities, and other healthcare facilities. Their main responsibility is to collect blood via venipuncture and send it to a
laboratory for testing. Blood drawn by phlebotomists helps the healthcare team make a diagnosis and form a treatment plan for their patients. To become a CPT, you must complete a training course and complete an official exam that is given by a certifying organization. More About the NHA’s CPT ExamThe NHA’s CPT exam is one of the most widely
recognized phlebotomy examinations in the nation. Passing the CPT exam shows potential employers that you are serious about your job and have the knowledge and skills you need to do it well. What’s on the CPT Exam & Requirements to PassThe CPT exam consists of 100 questions and has a 2-hour time limit. The test covers several topics that are
important for a phlebotomist to understand, including: Topic Details Safety and Compliance Operational standards and workplace safety standards Patient Preparation Consent, patient position, patient identification Routine Blood Collection Equipment, tourniquet application, antiseptic venipuncture Special Collection Cultures, peripheral smears, and
non-blood specimen collection. Processing Storing samples, maintaining specimen integrity, and distributing results to ordering providers. General Knowledge Medical terminology, blood components, and documentation When you take your exam, you will not be allowed to bring anything inside the testing center with you. Notes, calculators, and
scratch paper are all prohibited during all NHA certification exams. Requirements to Pass the CPT ExamThe NHA uses a scaled scoring system to grade your exam and determine whether or not you pass. Each question on the CPT exam has multiple forms and is assigned a different value based on its difficulty. Scaled test results range from a low of
200 to a high of 500. Since some questions are more difficult than others, they are not all worth the same amount of points. You must score at least 390 on the scale to pass the exam. How Much the CPT Exam CostsThe CPT exam costs $125. This must be paid at the time you register to take your test. Some training programs include exam fees in
their tuition. To maintain your certification, you have to pay a fee of $179 every two years. If you have multiple certifications through the NHA, each additional certification can be renewed for a discounted rate of $60 every two years. How to Prepare for the CPT ExamThe best way to prepare for the CPT exam is to complete an accredited training
program. Phlebotomy training programs should provide you with the tools and training you’ll need to pass your exam. In addition to completing a training program, the NHA provides helpful test prep materials like practice exams and study guides. CPT Exam StatisticsMost people who take the CPT exam pass on their first attempt. Of all of the NHA
examinations. The CPT exam has the highest passing rate. NHA exam statistics show that the passing rate for the CPT exam was 77.31% in 2022. At that time, there were 113,275 active CPT certifications in the United States. Renewing Your CPT CertificationJust because you pass your CPT exam does not mean you are finished learning about and
studying phlebotomy. After you pass your exam, you'll need to maintain your certification. To renew your certification, you must complete 10 hours of continuing education and pay a $179 fee every two years. If you let your certification expire, you have one year to reinstate it by completing 15 continuing education (CE) credits and paying a renewal
fee of $268.50 plus a $99 reinstatement fee for a total of $367.50. If your certification has expired for more than 12 months, you must retake a training course and your exam. How to Become a Certified Phlebotomy Technician (CPT) Through the NHABefore you can take your CPT exam, you must meet certain eligibility requirements. After that, you'll
need to study hard and pass your exam. Here are the steps to becoming a certified phlebotomist through the NHA:Earn a high school diploma or GED. Before you can enroll in a phlebotomy training program, you’ll need to get your high school diploma or a GED. Choose a training program. Decide whether you want to enroll in an online or in-person
training program. Make sure you choose an accredited organization with high exam passing rates.Check your eligibility. Candidates for the CPT exam must perform 30 successful venipunctures and 10 capillary or finger sticks on a life person before taking the written test. Schedule your exam. Certification exams must be taken with a life proctor or at
an official testing center. You must take your exam within 6 months of completing your training and registering with a testing center. Study up! Even though the CPT exam has a high passing rate, you still have to study and prepare for your exam. Use study guides from your training program, take practice tests, and take advantage of online resources
to help you prepare. Schedule your exam. Register for your exam through the PSI website to find an official testing center. Take your test and get your results. You will be able to see your results immediately after you take your exam. Your official results will be posted to the AHA website about 48 hours after you finish your test. Start applying for
jobs. Websites like Monster and Indeed are great ways to build a resume and apply for jobs. You can also go directly to an organization's website and look for job postings there. Maintain your certification. After you get a job and start working as a phlebotomist, make sure you do not let your certification expire. CPT certifications need to be renewed
every two years. What is a Certified Phlebotomy Technician & What Do They Do?A phlebotomy technician is an important member of the healthcare team. The samples they collect can help providers diagnose and treat everything from mild electrolyte imbalance to serious illnesses like cancer and heart failure. Phlebotomists usually collect blood
samples from patients in hospitals and clinics. Some of their responsibilities include: Performing venipuncture Drawing arterial bloodCollecting blood from peripheral sticks Collecting nasal swab samples Keeping patients calm during blood drawsDelivering samples for processing Placing IV catheters for blood donation Certified Phlebotomist Salaries
& Job OutlookThe average phlebotomist earns $37,380 per year or about $18 per hour. Of course, the average salary depends on your location, experience, and any extra certifications you may have.The job outlook for phlebotomists is higher than the average for all other jobs in the United States. The expected job growth for phlebotomists is around
10% through the year 2031, while the national average is closer to only 5%. If you are looking for job security, phlebotomy is a great career choice. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or
build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain
or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. The NHA Phlebotomy Exam consists of 120 questions. Of these,
100 are scored items, while 20 are pretest items that do not count towards your final score. This exam is crucial for certification and covers everything from anatomy to patient interaction. In this article, you'll learn: The exam structure Key topics Study resources and tips The National Healthcareer Association (NHA) Phlebotomy Exam serves as a
certification for aspiring phlebotomists. This exam validates your competencies in various essential aspects of phlebotomy: from blood draws and specimen handling to patient interaction and ethical practices. This certification ensures that healthcare providers meet a standardized skill level, enhancing their qualifications and employability. You might
wonder why this exam is vital. The NHA Phlebotomy Exam ensures that you possess the necessary knowledge and skills to perform your duties accurately and safely. It’s designed to uphold a universally recognized standard that employers trust. Passing this exam signifies your dedication and expertise in the field, providing a solid foundation for
career growth. Understanding the exam structure and number of questions can significantly improve your preparation. The NHA Phlebotomy Exam consists of 120 questions. Out of these, 100 questions are scored items that determine your final result, while the remaining 20 are pretest items used for future exams. These pretest questions do not
affect your score. The exam features multiple-choice questions, making it accessible for those who prefer straightforward answers. You have two hours to complete the entire exam. This time frame is typically sufficient, provided you manage it well. Each question is carefully crafted to evaluate your knowledge and practical skills comprehensively. A
fundamental part of the exam includes understanding human anatomy and physiology. You need to know about the circulatory system, veins, and arteries. Knowledge of human anatomy helps you perform venipunctures safely and efficiently. Patient interaction forms a crucial segment of the exam. You must demonstrate knowledge of proper patient
identification procedures, effective communication skills, and ethical considerations. These aspects ensure that you can handle patients with empathy and professionalism. The practical aspects of phlebotomy are covered extensively. You will be tested on correct procedural techniques such as venipuncture, dermal punctures, and blood collection.
Proper specimen handling and labeling are also critical topics. Safety protocols are paramount in phlebotomy. The exam tests your understanding of infection control practices, use of personal protective equipment (PPE), and compliance with healthcare regulations. These ensure you can maintain a safe working environment for both patients and
yourself. Proper specimen handling and processing are essential in ensuring accurate test results. You'll need to know the correct methods to handle, transport, and process different types of specimens. The distribution of questions among different topics can help you focus your study efforts effectively. Safety and Compliance (25%): Covers infection
control, PPE usage, and adherence to healthcare regulations. Patient Preparation (23%): Involves patient assessment, identification, and communication. Routine Blood Collection (30%): Includes venipuncture techniques, handling of different collection tubes, and special procedures. Special Collections (7%): Focuses on unique collection scenarios
like neonatal and pediatric draws. Processing (15%): Deals with proper specimen labeling, handling, and transportation. This breakdown ensures a comprehensive evaluation of all critical areas required for competent phlebotomy practice. Several resources are available to help you prepare for the NHA Phlebotomy Exam effectively. The National
Healthcareer Association provides official preparation materials. These include online study guides, practice tests, and a Best Value package that offers personalized study recommendations. Utilizing these resources can give you a significant advantage. Numerous online platforms offer phlebotomy certification courses. Interactive study guides, video
tutorials, and mock exams are particularly useful. Websites dedicated to healthcare education often provide these resources. Practice exams are invaluable in your preparation. They help you familiarize yourself with the exam format, identify your strengths and weaknesses, and improve your time management skills. Joining study groups, whether
online or offline, can provide collaborative learning opportunities. Discussing different topics and solving problems collectively can enhance your understanding and retention of the material. Practice exams play a pivotal role in your exam preparation. Enhanced Familiarity: Completing practice exams familiarizes you with the exam format, type of
questions, and the pacing required. Performance Insight: They offer a snapshot of your current knowledge level, spotlighting areas where you need further study. Time Management: They help you practice managing your allotted time efficiently, reducing the risk of running out of time during the actual exam. Confidence Boost: Repeated practice can
significantly lower anxiety and boost your confidence by demonstrating your readiness. Taking practice exams that closely mimic the actual NHA Phlebotomy Exam conditions can be particularly beneficial. Use a quiet space and set a timer for two hours, mirroring the real testing environment. This method can make the actual exam day feel more
routine and less intimidating. Aim to arrive at the exam center well ahead of your scheduled time. Being early gives you ample time to settle in and reduces stress. Bring all necessary identification and confirmation details. Efficient time management during the exam is essential. Allocate roughly one minute per question. If you encounter a difficult
question, move on and return to it after answering the others. This tactic ensures you don’t spend too much time on any single question. Keeping a calm and focused mindset is crucial. Deep breathing techniques can help you stay relaxed. Remember, if you've prepared well, you have the knowledge to succeed. Ensure you read each question
thoroughly before answering. Carefully consider all the provided options. Look for keywords in the questions that can guide you toward the correct answers. Starting your preparation too late can be detrimental. Begin studying well in advance to cover all topics thoroughly. Some candidates overlook the importance of practice exams. These tests
simulate the actual exam and make you familiar with the format and timing. Always use the most current study materials. Exam content updates periodically, and using outdated resources can leave gaps in your knowledge. Failing to manage your time can lead to unanswered questions. Practice pacing yourself to ensure you can complete the exam
within the allotted time. Registering for the NHA Phlebotomy Exam is straightforward. Visit the NHA website, create an account, and follow the registration instructions. Make sure to choose a convenient testing location and date. To be eligible for the NHA Phlebotomy Exam, you must have a high school diploma or equivalent. Additionally, you
should complete a training program or have work experience in phlebotomy. If you don’t pass the exam on your first attempt, you can retake it after 30 days. Ensure you use this time to review your study materials and focus on areas where you need improvement. A maximum of three attempts is allowed within a 12-month period. The exam is offered
throughout the year at various testing centers. Check the NHA website for available dates and locations that suit your schedule. You can reschedule your exam by logging into your NHA account and selecting a new date and time. Be aware that rescheduling may incur a fee, so plan carefully. The NHA Phlebotomy Exam requires thorough preparation
and understanding of various critical topics. Proper preparation, effective use of resources, and strategic practice are crucial for success. Utilize the tips and insights provided to enhance your confidence and performance on exam day. Achieving certification not only validates your skills but also opens doors to exciting career opportunities in the
healthcare field. MeSH Heading Phlebotomy Tree Number(s) E01.370.225.998.110.625 E02.800.558 E04.665.150.625 E05.200.998.110.625 Unique IDD018962 RDF Unique Identifier Annotationfor historical articles & historical contexts use BLOODLETTING Scope NoteThe techniques used to draw blood from a vein for diagnostic purposes or for
treatment of certain blood disorders such as erythrocytosis, hemochromatosis, polycythemia vera, and porphyria cutanea tarda. Entry Term(s) Venesection Venipuncture NLM Classification # WB 381 Previous Indexing Bloodletting (1966-1995) See Also Blood Donation Blood Donors Bloodletting Infusions, Intravenous Injections, Intravenous Leeching
Public MeSH Note1996; see BLOODLETTING 1987-1995; VENESECTION see BLOODLETTING 1987-1995; VENIPUNCTURE see BLOODLETTING 1989-1995 History Note1996; use BLOODLETTING 1987-1995; VENESECTION use BLOODLETTING 1987-1995; VENIPUNCTURE use BLOODLETTING 1989-1995 Date Established 1996/01/01 Date of
Entry 1995/05/26 Revision Date 2022/07/11 Phlebotomy Preferred Concept UIM0028333 Scope NoteThe techniques used to draw blood from a vein for diagnostic purposes or for treatment of certain blood disorders such as erythrocytosis, hemochromatosis, polycythemia vera, and porphyria cutanea tarda. Terms Phlebotomy Preferred Term Term UI
T056541 Date01/01/1999 LexicalTag NON ThesaurusID NLM (1996) Venesection Term UI T056542 Date11/28/1994 LexicalTag NON ThesaurusID NLM (1996) Venipuncture Related Concept UIM0028334 Scope NoteThe puncture of a vein to draw blood for diagnostic analysis or to inject a solution. Terms Venipuncture Preferred Term Term UI
T056543 Datel11/28/1994 LexicalTag NON ThesaurusID NLM (1996)



