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explained, explaining, explains Meanings Synonyms Sentences explained, explaining, explains To make clear, plain, or understandable. To give the meaning or interpretation of; expound. To account for; state reasons for. To offer reasons for the actions, beliefs, or remarks of (oneself). More Verb Definitions (1) to state reasons for so as to justify, often by minimizing, or make understandable to make
clear what one means to give reasons justifying one's conduct explain awayexplain oneself Middle English explanen, from Old French explaner, from Latin explanare (“to flatten, to spread out, make plain or clear, explain”), from ex- (“out”) + planare (“to flatten, make level”), from planus (“level, plain”); see plain and plane. Compare esplanade, splanade. Displaced native Middle English arecchen,
irecchen (“to explain, expound”) (from Old English areccan, gereccan). From Wiktionary Middle English explanen from Latin explanare ex- intensive pref. ex- planus clear pelse-2 in Indo-European roots From American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition Also found in: Thesaurus, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. (ik-splan’)v. ex-plained, ex-plain-ing, ex-plains v.tr.1. To make
plain or comprehensible.2. To define; expound: We explained our plan to the committee.3. a. To offer reasons for or a cause of; justify: explain an error.b. To offer reasons for the actions, beliefs, or remarks of (oneself).v.intr. To make something plain or comprehensible: Let me explain.Phrasal Verb: explain away To dismiss or minimize the significance of (something) by means of an explanation or
excuse: There is no way to explain away my carelessness.[Middle English explanen, from Latin explanare : ex-, intensive pref.; see ex- + planus, clear; see pels- in Indo-European roots.]Synonyms: explain, elucidate, explicate, interpret, construe These verbs mean to make the nature or meaning of something understandable. Explain is the most widely applicable: The professor used a diagram to
explain the theory of continental drift. The manual explained how the new software worked. To elucidate is to throw light on something complex: "Man's whole life and environment have been laid open and elucidated" (Thomas Carlyle). Explicate implies detailed and usually learned and lengthy exploration or analysis: "Ordinary language philosophers tried to explicate the standards of usage"
(Jerrold J. Katz). To interpret is to reveal the underlying meaning of something by the application of special knowledge or insight: "A radiologist can interpret images made in Saudi Arabia and beamed to Boston, sending back a diagnosis within hours" (Richard Saltus). Construe involves putting a particular construction or interpretation on something: "I take the official oath today ... with no purpose
to construe the Constitution or laws by any hypercritical rules" (Abraham Lincoln).American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (1k'splem) vb1l. (when tr, may take a clause as object) to make (something) comprehensible,
esp by giving a clear and detailed account of the relevant structure, operation, surrounding circumstances, etc2. (tr) to justify or attempt to justify (oneself) by giving reasons for one's actions or words[C15: from Latin explanare to flatten, from planus level]Collins English Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006,

2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 (ik'splemn) v.t. 1. to make clear or intelligible. 2. to make known in detail. 3. to make clear the cause or reason of; account for: I cannot explain his strange behavior. v.i. 4. to give an explanation. 5. explain away, to diminish the significance of through explanation; justify. [1375-1425; < Latin explanare to smooth out, make intelligible. See ex-1, plane2] Random House
Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved.If you explain something, you give details about it so that it can be understood.The head teacher should be able to explain the school's teaching policy.You say that you explain something to someone.Let me explain to you about Jackie.We explained everything
to the police.Be Careful!You must use to in sentences like these. Don't say, for example, 'Let me explain you about Jackie'.You can use explain with a that-clause to say that someone tells someone else the reason for something.I explained that I was trying to write a book.Collins COBUILD English Usage © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 2004, 2011, 2012Past participle: explainedGerund:
explainingImperativePresentPreteritePresent ContinuousPresent PerfectPast ContinuousPast PerfectFutureFuture PerfectFuture ContinuousPresent Perfect ContinuousFuture Perfect ContinuousPast Perfect ContinuousConditionalPast ConditionalCollins English Verb Tables © HarperCollins Publishers 2011 Verbl.explain - make plain and comprehensible; "He explained the laws of physics to his
students"inform - impart knowledge of some fact, state or affairs, or event to; "I informed him of his rights"rede, interpret - give an interpretation or explanation toaccount for - give reasons for; "Can you account for all these absences?"naturalize - explain with reference to naturecomment - explain or interpret something2.explain - define; "The committee explained their plan for fund-raising to the
Dean'say, state, tell - express in words; "He said that he wanted to marry her"; "tell me what is bothering you"; "state your opinion"; "state your name"3.explain - serve as a reason or cause or justification of; "Your need to sleep late does not excuse your late arrival at work"; "Her recent divorce may explain her reluctance to date again"alibi - exonerate by means of an alibivindicate, justify - show to
be right by providing justification or proof; "vindicate a claim"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.verbl. make clear or plain, describe, demonstrate, illustrate, teach, define, solve, resolve, interpret, disclose unfold, clarify, clear up, simplify, expound, elucidate, put into words, throw light on, explicate (formal), give the details of He
explained the process to us in simple terms.2. account for, excuse, justify, give a reason for, give an explanation for Can you explain why you didn't telephone me?Quotations"Never explain - your friends do not need it and your enemies will not believe you anyway" [Elbert Hubbard The Motto Book]Collins Thesaurus of the English Language - Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 ©
HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002verb3. To offer reasons for or a cause of:account for, justify, rationalize. phrasal verbexplain away The American Heritage® Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright © 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. _la%; a3 i fud g i i
wuddlexplicarexponerjustificaraclarardefenderspiegarespiegazionecommentaredelucidaredichiararebegrunnefinne arsak tilforklaregjgre rede forklarleggeexplicarexplicar-seexplanaro6bsacHsATb00BsICHUTETONKOBaTLCOllins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 © HarperColhns Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003,
2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. © HarperCollins Publishers 2005 vt — erklaren (to sb jdm); motives, situation, thoughts — erlautern, erklaren; mystery — aufklaren; it’s all right, I can explain everything — schon gut, ich kann das alles erklaren; that is easy to explain, that is easily explained — das lasst sich leicht erkldren; he wanted to see me but wouldn’t explain why — er wollte
mich sehen, sagte aber nicht, warum or aus welchem Grunde; so that explains why he didn’t react — ach, das erklart, warum er nicht reagiert hat Collins German Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition © HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (ik
‘'splein) verbl. to make (something) clear or easy to understand. Can you explain the railway timetable to me?; Did she explain why she was late? verduidelik ).;;5 .z obsicHsiBaM explicar vysveétlit erklaren, erlautern forklare e€nywexplicar selgitama sl nwiogs selittad expliquer 1nan7 000000 objasniti, razjasniti (meg)magyaraz menjelaskan tutskjra spiegare #tBA9 % paaiskinti paskaidrot jelas uitlegge
rede for wyjasnia¢ JsS 5 guoss explicar a exphca a lamuri o6bsicHaTE vysvetlit pojasniti objasniti forklara 00000 aciklamak #7288 mosicHioBaTH LL@M LS wmelg gidi thich 1#BH2. to give, or be, a reason for. I cannot explain his failure; That explains his silence. verklaar cuiul (Jas; )ﬁu.n.. 06sICHSIBAM explicar vysvetht erklaren forklare; begrunde e€nyw, epunredwexplicar seletama ¢»,S a>g5 perustella expliq
objasniti indokol menjelaskan gefa skyjringu 4 spiegare EH%#iAX 3% ... paaiskinti izskaidrot menjelaskan verklarenklarlegge, begrunne, finne érsak tilwyttumaczy¢ JsS 9 a>9 explicar a explica, a justifica 06bsiICHATE Vysvetllt razloZiti objasniti forklara Q00000 agiklamak ###& nosicuroBaTy Ly cuww S juz S gidi thich f###explanation (ekspla'neifen) nounex'planatory (-'spleens-) adjective giving an explanat
explanatory notes in this book. verklarend >lay| s_suds O6HCHI/IT€J‘I€H explicativo vysvétlujici erklarend forklarende eme€nynuatikdg explicativo selgitav wowiogs selittava explicatif "yan 000000000000 koji tumaci, razjasnjava (meg)magyaraz6 menjelaskan skjringar- esplicativo #B® aiSkinamasis [Iskaidrojoss catatan keterangan verklarendforklarende objasniajacy woes explicativo explicativ mosicu
vysvetlujuci pojasnjevalen koji objasnjava forklarande 000000000 aciklayic: f#f2H) mosicHIOBAMbHUN; TIYMaYHUN oxwess Mang tinh giai thich ##fEHexplain away to get rid of (difficulties etc) by clever explaining. She could not explain away the missing money. goedpraat, wegredeneer juwail 2 JaBaM 3amoBonuTeNnHo obsicHeHre dar uma explicacado (dostate¢né) vysvétlit vertuschen bortforklare 61katol

dar explicaciones digustust leidma ¢, ax>gi antaa selitys justifier 790 von7 00000000 000000 000000 objasniti, razjasniti kimagyardz (vmit) memberi alasan gera efasemdir/6tta ad engu med utskjringum spiegare, giustificare S \#klF3 () pagristi, paaiskinti attaisnot menjelaskan wegredeneren bortforklareusprawiedliwi¢, wyjasni¢ Jguw dar uma explicacdo a justifica HaxonuTs 06BsICHEHUE (uspokc
upraviciti opravdatl bortférklara (000000000000000000000000 aciklama yaparak siyrilmak BEEE:R sunpaesgoBysatu(ca) U,S gwoss 0J 0S JuuS cuiv ;S cad, S ke o e[l S wlale uuS thanh minh I5##id ZKernerman English Multilingual Dictionary © 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. — ¢ 5dg vysvétlit forklare erklaren sEny explicar selittaa expliquer objasniti spiegare B9 % [0 uitleggen forklare wyjas
aciklamak giai thich f##Multilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009vt. explicar, aclarar; __ the procedure — explique el procedimiento. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary © Farlex 2012Collins Multilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009 Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content.

Link to this page: "Explain! Tell a man to explain how he dropped into hell!Ostrinski asked where he lived, offering to walk in that direction; and so he had to explain once more that he was without a home.I will explain; the enjoyment was just from the too intense consciousness of one's own degradation; it was from feeling oneself that one had reached the last barrier, that it was horrible, but that it
could not be otherwise; that there was no escape for you; that you never could become a different man; that even if time and faith were still left you to change into something different you would most likely not wish to change; or if you did wish to, even then you would do nothing; because perhaps in reality there was nothing for you to change into.Major Thomson seemed in no hurry to explain
himself.How do you explain it, John Carter, Warlord of Mars, or do you try to explain it?""But how will you explain Mohammed Beyd's death?" she asked.I think favourable means of dispersal explain this fact.He would have liked to interrupt Metrov, to explain his own thought, which in his opinion would have rendered further exposition of Metrov's theories superfluous.”I'm going to wash and dress,
and then I'll come down and explain things.No more can it be explained than can a human explain why, at luncheon to-day, he selects green peas and rejects string beans, when only yesterday he elected to choose string beans and to reject green peas.They took advantage of this fact to explain to them that this distance was obtained by measuring the parallax of the moon.But his self-control was
more than I could explain. Closing the door of his room, he motioned me to a chair and, seating himself before me, took out his pipe. Princeton's WordNet0.0 / 0 votesexplain, explicateverbmake plain and comprehensible"He explained the laws of physics to his students"explainverbdefine"The committee explained their plan for fund-raising to the Dean"excuse, explainverbserve as a reason or cause
or justification of"'Your need to sleep late does not excuse your late arrival at work"; "Her recent divorce may explain her reluctance to date again"Wiktionary0.0 / 0 votesexplainverbTo give a sufficiently detailed report about (a) the reason for something, about why something happened, about a causal chain of events; about (b) how something works, about how elements in a system interact; about
(c) how to do something, about the steps which need to be accomplished in order to accomplish a certain goal.explainverbTo give a valid excuse for some past behavior.explainverbTo make flat, smooth out.explainverbTo unfold or make visible.Etymology: explanen, from explaner, from explano, from ex- + plano, from planus; see plain and plane. Compare esplanade, splanade. Displaced native
arecchen, irecchen (from areccan, gereccan).Samuel Johnson's Dictionary0.0 / 0 votesTo EXPLAINverbTo expound; to illustrate; to clear by notes or commentaries.Etymology: explano, Latin.Such is the original design, however we may explain it away. John Ayliffe, Parergon. You will have variety of commentators to explain the difficult passages to you. John Gay. Some explain’d the meaning quite
away. Alexander Pope.ChatGPTO0.0 / O votesexplainTo explain means to make something clear, understandable, or comprehensible by providing information, details, or reasoning. It involves breaking down a concept, idea, process, or situation into simpler terms or steps in order to convey meaning or clarify any confusion. The purpose of explaining is to help others gain knowledge, insight, or a
deeper understanding of a particular topic or issue.Webster Dictionary3.5 / 2 votesExplainadjectiveto flatten; to spread out; to unfold; to expandExplainadjectiveto make plain, manifest, or intelligible; to clear of obscurity; to expound; to unfold and illustrate the meaning of; as, to explain a chapter of the BibleExplainverbto give an explanationChambers 20th Century Dictionary0.0 / O
votesExplaineks-plan’, v.t. to make plain or intelligible: to unfold and illustrate the meaning of: to expound: to account for.—adj. Explain‘able, that may be explained or cleared up.—ns. Explain’er, one who explains; Explana‘tion, act of explaining or clearing from obscurity: that which explains or clears up: the meaning or sense given to anything: a mutual clearing up of matters.—adv. Explan’atorily.—
adj. Explan’atory, serving to explain or clear up: containing explanations.—Explain away, to modify the force of by explanation, generally in a bad sense. [O. Fr. explaner—L. explanare—ex, out, planare—planus, plain.]JEditors Contribution1.0 / 1 voteexplainTo use words to provide data, detail, an answer, response, proof or information.The government are asked to explain the reason for their
efficient and effective increase in revenue.Submitted by MaryC on February 14, 2020 Matched CategoriesBritish National CorpusSpoken Corpus FrequencyRank popularity for the word 'Explain' in Spoken Corpus Frequency: #1356Written Corpus FrequencyRank popularity for the word 'Explain' in Written Corpus Frequency: #1107Verbs FrequencyRank popularity for the word 'Explain' in Verbs
Frequency: #119Usage in printed sourcesFrom: How to pronounce Explain?How to say Explain in sign language?NumerologyChaldean NumerologyThe numerical value of Explain in Chaldean Numerology is: 1Pythagorean NumerologyThe numerical value of Explain in Pythagorean Numerology is: 9Laura Rosella:The health care provider has to tell the patient that they don’t meet the criteria for
diabetes but they aren’t quite out of the woods, which can be a challenging concept to get across, this challenge could explain the low awareness.Al Pacino:It’s hard to explain in today’s world — to explain who I was at that time and the bolt of lightning that it was, i felt like, all of a sudden, some veil was lifted, and all eyes were on me. Of course, they were on others in the film. But ‘The Godfather’
gave me a new identity that was hard for me to cope with.Khloe Kardashian:My face as a teenager and my face today is totally different because of having children, the hormones, losing and gaining weight, working out. Structurally, I can’t even explain to you how different I look now.Host Steve Harvey:We don’t have to explain to you why that is, she was not going to not be on the show!Mathias
Berntsen:I haven't trained her in any specific way, it's kind of special - I don't know how to explain it either. References ,uusé ,z uin ,z svArabicobsicHsiBaM, naBaMm ob6sicHeHussBulgarianexplicarCatalan, ValencianvysvétlitCzecherklaren, erlauternGermane&nywGreekklarigiEsperantoexplicarSpanishosls nuogiPersianselittad, selostaaFinnishexpliquer, Explique,
justifierFrenchexplicarGaliciantaonHebrew[JJ00HindimagyarazHungarianexplikarldospiegare, illustrare, chiosareltalianyaon7HebrewsiBBJapanese, Koreansayesandin, derbirin, saloxandin, vegotinKurdishexplicoLatinskaidrotLatvianwhakamarama, whakamahukiMaoriuitleggen, verklarenDutchexplicarOccitanexplanar, explicarPortuguesealayrichiyQuechuaexplicaRomaniano6bsiCHUT,
0GBSICHSITB, OIIPABOBIBATD, ONpaBaaTbRussianoGjacuuTy, objasniti, rasvijetliti, pacsujeTmutuSerbo-CroatianpojasnitiSloveneforklaraSwedishO0O00000Telugud00000, O00000ThaimosiciutuUkrainianblgzow ,9 S wb gwlUrdugidi thichVietnamese - Select - B{AFX (Chinese - Simplified) 2258#3Z (Chinese - Traditional) Espafiol (Spanish) Esperanto (Esperanto) HZ:& (Japanese) Portugués (Portuguese) Deutst
(German) au =l (Arabic) Frangais (French) Pycckumit (Russian) 00000 (Kannada) 000 (Korean) nnay (Hebrew) Gaeilge (Irish) Ykpaincbka (Ukrainian) ¢>,1 (Urdu) Magyar (Hungarian) 0000 000000 (Hindi) Indonesia (Indonesian) Italiano (Italian) 00000 (Tamil) Tirkge (Turkish) OO00000 (Telugu) 0000000 (Thai) Tiéng Viét (Vietnamese) Cestina (Czech) Polski (Polish) Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian) Romanest:
(Romanian) Nederlands (Dutch) EAAnvikd (Greek) Latinum (Latin) Svenska (Swedish) Dansk (Danish) Suomi (Finnish) ¢uw,l (Persian) v (Yiddish) huytintli (Armenian) Norsk (Norwegian) English (English) View synonyms for explainto make plain or clear; render understandable or intelligible.to explain an obscure point.to make known in detail.to explain how to do something.to assign a meaning to;
interpret.How can you explain such a silly remark?to make clear the cause or reason of; account for.I cannot explain his strange behavior.to diminish or nullify the significance of by explanation.He couldn't explain away his absence from home at the time the robbery was committed.to dispel (doubts, difficulties, etc.) by explanation.She explained away the child's fears.(when tr, may take a clause as
object) to make (something) comprehensible, esp by giving a clear and detailed account of the relevant structure, operation, surrounding circumstances, etc(tr) to justify or attempt to justify (oneself) by giving reasons for one's actions or words“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998,
2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012explainable adjectiveexplainer nounexplanator nounmisexplained adjectivenonexplainable adjectiveoverexplain verbpreexplain verbreexplain verb (used with object)unexplainable adjectiveunexplainably adverbunexplained adjectiveunexplaining adjectivewell-explained adjectiveex'plainable adjectiveex'plainer nounOrigin of explain1First recorded in 1375-
1425; late Middle English explanen, from Latin explanare “to smooth out, make intelligible, spread out on flat surface”; ex- 1, plane 10rigin of explain1C15: from Latin explanare to flatten, from planus levelExamples have not been reviewed.This is because of "really high fidelity graphics" in games needing "a lot of people involved in the development process", he explained.“When we explained what
were the stakes, they listened,” Greg said.The union’s founder, John Schwarz, explained in an Instagram post that the union is demanding “fair taxes, an end to price gouging, real equality, and corporate accountability.”“I just remember ‘Armageddon,’ there was a lot of stuff of us being in the space suits and being on the asteroid,” he explained.Approaching a follow-up was "nerve-wracking", Sadler
admits, explaining how the two bronze awards on her bedside table now seem to loom over her.What are other ways to say explain?To explain something is to make it plain or clear, or to render it understandable or intelligible. How does explain compare to synonyms elucidate, expound, and interpret? Find out on Thesaurus.com.expiscateexplain
awayBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! © 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English © 2025ex¢plain /ik'splein/USA pronunciation v. to make clear or understandable: [~ + object]Please explain your plan.

[~ + (that) clause]l explained that the mistakes were my own. to give the cause or reason of; account for: [~ + object]How do you explain such rude behavior?[no object]l asked her to explain. explain away, [~ + away + object] to lessen the importance or significance of through explanation; justify:She explained away her rude behavior as a joke. WordReference Random House Unabridged
Dictionary of American English © 2025exeplain (ik splan’),USA pronunciation v.t. to make plain or clear; render understandable or intelligible:to explain an obscure point. to make known in detail:to explain how to do something. to assign a meaning to; interpret:How can you explain such a silly remark? to make clear the cause or reason of; account for:I cannot explain his strange behavior. v.i. to
give an explanation. explain away: to diminish or nullify the significance of by explanation:He couldn't explain away his absence from home at the time the robbery was committed. to dispel (doubts, difficulties, etc.) by explanation:She explained away the child's fears. Latin explanare to smooth out, make intelligible, spread out on flat surface. See ex-1, planel late Middle English explanen 1375-
1425 exeplain‘a*ble, adj. exeplain’er, exe*pla*nactor (ek'sple natar),USA pronunciation n. 1. explicate. Explain, elucidate, expound, interpret imply making the meaning of something clear or understandable. To explain is to make plain, clear, or intelligible something that is not known or understood:to explain a theory or a problem.To elucidate is to throw light on what before was dark and obscure,
usually by illustration and commentary and sometimes by elaborate explanation:They asked him to elucidate his statement.To expound is to give a methodical, detailed, scholarly explanation of something, usually Scriptures, doctrines, or philosophy:to expound the doctrine of free will.To interpret is to give the meaning of something by paraphrase, by translation, or by an explanation based on
personal opinion:to interpret a poem or a symbol. 4. justify. Collins Concise English Dictionary © HarperCollins Publishers:: explain /ik'splemn/ vb (when tr, may take a clause as object) to make (something) comprehensible, esp by giving a clear and detailed account of the relevant structure, operation, surrounding circumstances, etc (transitive) to justify or attempt to justify (oneself) by giving
reasons for one's actions or wordsEtymology: 15th Century: from Latin explanare to flatten, from planus levelex'plainable adj ex'plainer n




