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Examples complementary colors

In art, complementary colours are the colours furthest away from each other in hue. They come in pairs—every colour on the colour wheel will have a complementary colour. Artists and designers will place complementary colours next to each other to increase the contrast. This makes the other colour appear more vibrant. Using a colour with its
complementary colour, will emphasise them both, making them stand out to the viewer. In this guide, learn what complementary colours are and how to use them to improve your compositions. Disclaimer: Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra
cost to you. Complementary colours are pairs of colors that are on opposite sides of the colour wheel. Artists use them together to create a high level of contrast. It's a type of colour scheme that puts colours that are most dissimilar in hue together. Artists often use complementary colours in their work to draw attention to specific elements,
emphasise particular features and create focal points. Using these colour combinations can also help make other colours appear more vibrant or brighter by comparison. For example, bright red can be made to look even more vibrant when placed next to a complementary green colour. Overall, complementary colours are an important tool for artists
and designers looking to add drama and visual interest to their work. The complementary colour of blue is orange or red, depending on the shade of blue. Johannes Vermeer: Girl With Pearl Earring Some of the most famous examples of complementary colours using blue and orange are Vincent van Gogh’s “Starry Night”, Pablo Picasso’s “Les
Demoiselles d’Avignon” and Vermeer’s “Girl with Pearl Earring”. Van Gogh: The Starry Night Van Gogh uses purple toned blue to paint the deep night sky. He painted pops of orange and yellow stars, which appear luminous against the darker background. Similarly, Picasso uses bright oranges and cyan blues to create a sense of movement in his
painting. The colours also draw the viewer’s eye towards the central figures in the scene. The complementary colour of red is green. Green is a secondary colour and depending on the shade of red, whether it’s magenta, or leans more towards orange, the complementary colours range from cyan blue to a medium grass green. Landscape painters often
use alizarin crimson in shadows, to complement the green tones of the grasses and trees. Vincent van Gogh: Paul Gauguin’s Armchair Some notable examples of paintings that use red and green in complementary colour schemes is Van Gogh’s “Paul Gauguin’s Armchair” and Paul Gauguin’s “Still Life with Mangoes and Hibiscus”. The complementary
colour of yellow is purple. It’s a purple than leans more towards blue on the wheel. Red toned purple sits opposite to a very light and pale lime green on the CMYK wheel. Vincent Van Gogh: Irises Complementary colours yellow and purple can be seen in many of Van Gogh’s works. He used complementary colours in his landscapes and still life
paintings. For example, in his famous “Irises” painting, he uses contrasts the purple of the flowers with specs of yellow in the background. Van Gogh: Still Life with Irises In his “Still Life with Irises” painting, he painted the whole background yellow to accentuate the purple flowers even more. Magenta: Green Yellow: Purple Red: Cyan Orange: Blue
Turquoise: Pink By planning the colour composition and colour scheme in a painting, you can create dynamism and a sense of movement in your piece. For example, if you're painting a mountain in icy blue tones, you could create a focal point by painting a skier wearing a bright red or orange jacket. By using colour schemes in your painting, you can
dramatically improve the appearance of the work. Take it from looking good, to having a striking appearance and a sense of vibrancy in the whole composition. Warm and cool colours are terms used to describe the different types of colours in a colour wheel. Cool colours consist of blues, purples, and greens, whereas warm colours are typically made
up of red, orange, and yellow. One common way to use warm and cool colours is to contrast or balance tones in a painting. For example, if you're painting a still life in warm red floral tones, you could balance it out by painting an object, such as a book, in cool blue hues. Complementary colours are pairs of warm and cool colours, which is another
reason why they work so well together in paintings and design pieces. Another common way to use warm and cool colours is to create depth in your piece. By using warmer colours towards the foreground of your painting, and cooler colours towards the background, you can create a sense of dimension and movement in your work. Warm colours like
reds, yellows, oranges and pink naturally appear closer in an artwork, compared to blues, greens and purples which appear to recede. Colours have lots of different descriptions: shade is a colour that has been darkened with black, tint is the colour with white added and tone is a desaturated version of the colour. Colours can contrast, not only in their
hue (i.e. red, orange, blue etc) but also in the saturation and value. Artists can use complementary colours in a more subtle way, by pairing saturated and desaturated colours. This is a way to use complementary colours in a more muted and elegant manner, that doesn’t demand attention. Claude Monet: Haystack A great example of using
complementaries, one saturated and one toned down is in this painting “Haystack” by Monet. The dark reddish purple in the shadows contrasts with the bright lime green grass, creating variety in the painting. The effect also gives off a sense of heat and the impression of bright, midday sun. Complementary colours used together in an artwork appear
dynamic, full of energy and contrast. Umberto Boccioni: The Street Enters the House This painting by Umberto Boccioni is colourful and restless, the intention was to create a sense of chaos. As the person in the painting is opening their window to the business of the street below. The cool blues and purples in the houses and the person, which have a
calming effect on the viewer, contrast with the bright yellows and red tones of the street. This gives the painting a sense of liveliness. Other effects of using complementary colours also include heightened visual interest and depth, increased contrast, and stronger highlights and shadows. You can use complementary colours together for emphasis, in a
more subtle way, by using the toned down version of the colours, or using the complementary colour sparsely next to the focal point. If you mix complementary colours together, you will create a neutral colour. This is because when you mix all the primary colours together, you achieve grey, black or brown, depending on the dominant colour. Because
complementary colours will consist of a primary colour on one side of the wheel and a secondary colour on the other side of the wheel (which is a mix of the two other primaries), all primaries will be included in the mix and therefore they will all neutralise one another. You can mix complementary colours in varying amounts to tone colours down
slightly. For example, if you add a small amount of orange to a blue pigment, you will achieve a more muted blue. Muted colours appear more realistic in paintings; colours hardly ever appear in a highly saturated form. If you’'re stuck with colour mixing and you want a comprehensive guide on the subject, check out our colour mixing tutorial. In it, you
can learn a process for how to mix and match colours accurately from a reference. Primary colours have secondary colours as their complementary colours and tertiary colours have other tertiary colours as their complementary colours. Magenta, cyan and yellow are the primaries as pigments; they’re primaries because you can’t mix them from any
other combination of colours. They are the starting points for mixing other colours The complementary colour of cyan blue on the CMYK colour wheel is red. In the CMYK subtractive colour model, red is considered a secondary colour and magenta is considered a primary. This may seem counter intuitive, as we’re taught that red is a primary colour.
However, magenta and yellow mixes to make red, and magenta cannot be made from any other colour on the wheel. This makes magenta (a shade of red) the primary and the red that leans more towards yellow the secondary colour. “The Night Cafe” is an 1888 painting by Van Gogh. Van Gogh used the complementary colours red and green to create
a sense of tension in the painting. The colours clash, and appear almost jarring, as a backdrop against drinking patrons in the cafe. In a letter to his brother, Theo van Gogh, Vincent wrote: “I have tried to express the terrible passions of humanity by means of red and green”. He also describes the painting as “one of the ugliest I have done”. This
highlights how complementary colours can work against each other, as well as work well together. Another example of complementary colours in a painting is in Edgar Degas’ “Ballerina and Lady with Fan”. The ballerina is the focal point of the painting, being placed the the third right hand intersection on the canvas and painted with a bright orange
dress. The warm orange tones brings the figure forward against the muted background, the cool blue dresses of the other ballerinas and the purple-blue toned fan of the lady in the front. The complementary colour scheme is just one type of colour scheme, there are several others. For example, a monochromatic colour scheme involves only one colour
on the wheel and its extended range. The extended range means all the tints, tones and shades of that colour. So if your colour in question was blue, it would include light blue, grey blue and dark blue. The tetradic colour scheme includes four colours that are spaced evenly around the colour wheel, to make a rectangle shape. Other colour schemes
can appear more harmonious and balanced compared to complementary colours schemes which can appear striking and dynamic. In art, colour theory is the description and applications of colour. It describes the effects that colours have on our moods and emotions, the relationships between colours and how they can be used to evoke a particular
response or feeling. Studies into colour theory have been done to understand the way colours impact us psychologically. Red is an intense colour that is often associated with feelings of passion or anger. Yellow is a bright colour associated with feelings of energy and happiness. Yellow and purple complement each other well, as purple is a serene
colour and the yellow offsets the darkness. If you want to try painting with a complementary colour scheme, create a few composition sketches and play around with different combinations to see what works best for your unique style! Also note that while complementary colours are often considered the most dynamic and striking, there are many
other colour combinations that can be used to evoke a particular mood or feeling. Experiment with different colour schemes and think about how you will arrange elements to create a focal point in your painting. Make sure to choose a colour scheme that complements the composition and atmosphere of the painting you are creating. Whether you are
an artist, a designer, or any other person who works closely with color, understanding what complementary colors are and how they work will make your job much easier. Once you understand basic color theory and how it relates to complementary colors, you will be able to pair certain hues and shades together perfectly. In order to understand
exactly what complementary colors are, you need to think about where each color is placed on the color wheel. Complementary colors are found opposite each other. For example, the complementary color to red is green. Complementary colors can be used together to make each color look brighter, or they can be blended in order to create a shadow
effect. They can even be mixed for a neutral hue. Now that you know complementary colors are found opposite each other on the color wheel, you can begin to explore exactly what they are. Basic complementary colors consist of a single primary color and one secondary color. Secondary colors are created when you mix together two primary colors.
They are found on the color wheel between each of the primary colors. For example, the complementary color to blue is orange. Orange is made by mixing equal parts of red and yellow together. The most basic of all complementary colors include the three primary colors and the colors located across from them: Red and Green Blue and Orange
Yellow and Purple Tertiary colors are created by mixing together one secondary color with one primary color. To find the complementary color of a tertiary color, look for the tertiary color directly across from it: Yellow-Orange and Blue-Violet Red-Orange and Blue-Green Red-Violet and Yellow-Green You can continue to divide the color wheel into an
infinite amount of colors, but one thing always remains the same: regardless of the tone or shade of a color, the complementary color will always be directly across from it. Follow this rule, and you will be able to pair up complementary colors that suit one another perfectly. Complementary colors vary depending on which color wheel and model you
are using. Here is a list that covers the most common opposite colors on different color wheels: Every set of complementary colors will contain one warm color and one cool color. Cool colors include blue, green, and purple, while warm colors are orange, red, and yellow. Using a warm color to complement a cool color is referred to as a simultaneous
contrast. It is the highest contrast found on a color wheel. A simultaneous contrast allows both colors to look brighter and instantly get your eye’s attention. It is a natural illusion that happens whenever complementary colors are placed side by side. Artists use complementary colors next to each other when painting a vivid sunset. Interior designers
use them when they want to add energy to a space. You have probably used them yourself during the holidays when many decorative themes include red and green together. This method is so effective that most designers will limit complementary colors to only the accent pieces in a room in order not to overpower everything else. While using
complementary colors can be very effective, the fact that complementary colors do make each other look brighter and more vivid can actually cause the two colors to appear to clash. Because the two colors are similar in strength, while being polar opposites, they compete with one another in certain situations. The result can seem quite garish. You
can avoid this clash in colors by simply using one of them as the dominant color. The second complementary color will then become an accent color to the first. Use the dominant color in larger areas and the accent color in smaller doses. This creates a balance in strength, allowing the eye to take it all in without feeling overwhelmed. When it comes to
paint, mixing complementary colors together can help you create some pretty interesting effects. Look to any hue’s complementary color when you begin experimenting. The two colors can be the perfect new shade when trying to create a dynamic shadow. Complementary colors can also make a hue a little less vibrant when blended together. For
example, tone down a bright red by adding a bit of green. The result is a beautiful burnt sienna. The more green you add, the darker it turns out. Mix these two colors in equal portions, and you will have a dark brown with warm tones. Manipulate these colors further by adding black, white, or gray. Don’t be afraid to play around a bit when it comes to
complementary colors. Experiment by mixing paints and making swatches to see just how many colors you can come up with. As long as you stick to the main color’s complementary color on the color wheel, you will most likely enjoy the results you achieve. So, the next time you are looking for a way to make two colors work beautifully together,
consider complementary colors. Use their contrast to create vivid moods, or use them as the perfect accent colors for any painting or design plan that needs an extra pop of color. As long as the two colors you use are opposite one another on the color wheel, you are guaranteed some pretty impressive results. Color plays a pivotal role in design,
influencing emotions, perceptions, and decisions. Among the different color schemes, complementary color schemes are particularly notable for their capacity to produce bold contrasts and lively visuals. In this guide, we will explore what are complementary colors, how they function in design, their importance, and provide some compelling
complementary colors examples to inspire your creative journey.What Are Complementary Colors?Complementary colors are color pairs that, when mixed together, neutralize each other, resulting in a grayscale tone. When positioned side by side, they generate a striking contrast and vibrant appearance. These color pairs sit directly across from one
another on the color wheel. Classic examples of complementary colors include blue and orange, red and green, as well as yellow and purple.In color theory, complementary colors can be divided into two categories: primary complementary colors (red, blue, yellow) and secondary complementary colors (green, orange, purple). Understanding the
relationships between these colors is fundamental for designers aiming to create visually dynamic compositions.How Do Complementary Colors Work in Design?In design, complementary colors can be an effective tool for achieving balance and harmony within a composition. When used strategically, they enhance visual interest and guide the viewer's
eye through the design. Here's how they work:Contrast and Visual Interest: Complementary colors create a stark contrast that draws attention. This contrast can highlight important elements, making them stand out in a design. For example, using a bright orange button on a blue background can make the button more noticeable.Color Balance: By
combining complementary colors, designers can achieve a sense of balance. For instance, if a design predominantly features warm colors, introducing a complementary cool color can create equilibrium and prevent the design from feeling overwhelming.Mood and Emotion: Different colors evoke different emotions. By carefully selecting
complementary colors, designers can elicit specific feelings. For example, a combination of blue and orange can convey energy and excitement, while red and green might evoke a festive atmosphere.Depth and Dimension: Using complementary colors can create a sense of depth in a design. When one color recedes and its complement advances, it
creates a three-dimensional effect, enhancing the overall visual experience.Why Are Complementary Colors Important in Design?The use of complementary color schemes is crucial in design for several reasons:Enhanced Visibility: Due to their high contrast, complementary colors improve readability and visibility. This is especially important in
graphic design, where text and important elements need to stand out against backgrounds.Aesthetic Appeal: Complementary colors add visual intrigue to a design. They make compositions more engaging and can elevate the overall aesthetic quality of a project.Brand Identity: Brands often use complementary color schemes to convey their identity.
For instance, a brand that uses blue and orange may evoke feelings of trust and enthusiasm, aligning with its messaging and values.Emotional Impact: Colors can significantly impact how a message is perceived. Utilizing complementary colors effectively can enhance emotional resonance, making designs more impactful.Guiding the Viewer:
Complementary colors can guide the viewer's eye through a design, directing attention to essential elements and creating a desired flow.Complementary Colors ExamplesHere are some striking complementary colors examples that illustrate how effective these color pairings can be in various design contexts:Blue and Orange: This combination is
often used in sports branding and marketing materials. The vibrancy of orange against the calmness of blue creates an exciting and energetic atmosphere.Red and Green: Commonly associated with the holiday season, this pairing can evoke feelings of festivity and joy. It's often seen in marketing campaigns for Christmas decorations or food.Purple
and Yellow: This duo is popular in fashion and interior design. The regal feel of purple contrasts beautifully with the brightness of yellow, creating a luxurious yet playful vibe.Teal and Coral: A modern and refreshing combination, teal and coral work well in web design and branding. The coolness of teal balances the warmth of coral, making it perfect
for health and wellness brands.Pink and Green: Frequently used in beauty and lifestyle brands, this pairing can convey freshness and vitality. It's often employed in product packaging and advertising to attract a youthful audience.Navy and Gold: This sophisticated combination is popular in luxury branding and high-end design. The richness of navy
paired with the elegance of gold creates a timeless and chic aesthetic.Brown and Blue: In nature-inspired designs, this pairing evokes a sense of earthiness and tranquility. It's commonly used in eco-friendly products and outdoor branding.These complementary colors examples showcase the versatility and effectiveness of using contrasting colors in
design, providing a wealth of inspiration for your projects.Unlock the Power of Complementary Colors with PixsoTo effectively harness the potential of complementary colors in your designs, consider using tools like Pixso. Pixso offers a user-friendly platform for creating stunning visuals, allowing designers to experiment with complementary color
schemes effortlessly. With its intuitive interface, you can easily explore various complementary colors examples and apply them to your projects.Try Pixso for FreeWhether you're designing a logo, a website, or marketing materials, Pixso provides the resources you need to elevate your designs and make an impact. By utilizing the power of
complementary colors, you can enhance your visual storytelling and engage your audience like never before.



