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Most	of	the	time,	when	we	think	about	pronouns,	were	thinking	about	definite	pronouns	(like	she,	their,	it,	or	that),	which	replace	a	specific	nounone	that	you	used	earlier	or	one	that	is	so	easily	understood	by	your	listener	or	reader	that	it	can	be	left	out.	But	theres	another	kind	of	pronoun	that	refers	to	a	nonspecific	noun:	the	indefinite	pronoun.	Keep	reading	to	understand	what	indefinite	pronouns	are	and	how	to	use	them.	Grammarly	helps	you	communicate	confidently	What	is	an	indefinite	pronoun?An	indefinite	pronoun	refers	to
a	general,	vague,	or	unknown	person,	object,	group,	or	amount.	Most	of	the	time,	the	referred-to	object	is	identified	elsewhere	in	the	sentence	or	doesnt	need	to	be	precisely	identified.Ive	had	one	piece	of	pie,	and	Id	like	another.Much	has	been	written	about	the	way	Americans	feel	about	their	cars.Many	of	the	most	common	indefinite	pronouns	are	formed	by	combining	the	prefixes	every-,	any-,	some-,	and	no-	with	the	roots	thing,	one,	and	body.	Any	and	some	can	also	stand	alone	as	indefinite	pronouns.I	am	a	nice	person,	Claire
insisted.	Ask	anyone.Its	not	true	that	the	American	moon	landing	was	staged	in	a	television	studio,	as	some	believe.There	are	also	common	indefinite	pronouns	that	are	not	compounds.	Below,	the	most	common	indefinite	pronouns	are	listed	along	with	whether	they	are	singular	or	plural	in	construction.6	types	of	indefinite	pronounsThere	are	several	categories	of	general	things	that	indefinite	pronouns	tend	to	refer	to.1	All	of	somethingIndefinite	pronouns	can	refer	to	all	of	something	or	to	all	the	components	or	members	of	a
group.Everybody	needs	shelter	and	food.All	are	welcome.Ive	tried	everything	on	the	menu	at	that	restaurant.2	Singling	outThey	can	communicate	that	something	or	someone	is	being	singled	out	from	a	group.The	child	thanked	each	of	their	friends	for	coming	to	their	birthday	party.Alec	thought	either	of	the	pairs	of	trousers	would	be	a	good	option	for	work.Neither	of	the	two	vegetarian	options	on	the	menu	appealed	to	Lin.3	Multiple	possibilitiesThey	can	convey	a	broad	or	infinite	range	of	possibilities.I	can	recommend	any	of	the
menu	items	here.Have	you	invited	anybody	to	the	dance	yet?4	One	nonspecific	objectThey	can	refer	to	a	single,	unspecified	or	unknown	person	or	thing.Someone	left	their	shoes	on	the	lawn	last	night.Jan	thought	he	remembered	hearing	something	out	of	the	ordinary	while	he	was	sleeping.5	AbsenceThey	can	indicate	absence.Maryam	stopped	by	her	neighbors	apartment,	but	nobody	was	there.I	wanted	to	buy	a	pastry	at	the	bakery,	but	none	were	left.Nothing	compares	with	the	smell	of	coffee	in	the	morning.6	Amounts	and
quantitiesThey	can	refer	to	general	amounts	and	quantities.Many	of	the	students	at	the	university	speak	multiple	languages.Do	you	like	Ethiopian	restaurants?	Greta	can	recommend	some.Sometimes	I	make	a	sandwich	and	eat	only	half.I	could	say	more,	but	I	think	youve	heard	enough.Using	indefinite	pronounsSubject-verb	agreementLike	nouns	and	other	pronouns,	indefinite	pronouns	have	the	grammatical	property	of	numbers.	This	means	that	when	an	indefinite	pronoun	is	the	subject	of	a	sentence,	you	need	to	know	whether	it	is
singular	or	plural	so	that	you	can	be	sure	its	in	subject-verb	agreement	with	the	sentences	verb.	Most	indefinite	pronouns	are	singular,	but	some	are	plural,	and	some	can	be	singular	or	plural	depending	on	context	and	whether	youre	using	formal	or	informal	speech	or	writing.Singular	indefinite	pronounsThe	most	common	singular	indefinite	pronouns	are	another,	anybody/anyone,	anything,	each,	either,	enough,	everybody/everyone,	everything,	less,	little,	much,	neither,	nobody	/	no	one,	nothing,	one,	other,	somebody/someone,
something,	and	you.	Here	are	some	examples	of	singular	indefinite	pronouns	in	sentences:Is	there	anything	I	can	do	to	help?	Less	is	more.Sometimes	one	finds	oneself	not	knowing	what	to	say.	(formal)Sometimes	you	find	yourself	not	knowing	what	to	say.	(informal)Plural	indefinite	pronounsThe	most	common	plural	indefinite	pronouns	are	both,	few,	fewer,	many,	others,	several,	and	they.Have	you	met	the	two	project	coordinators?	Both	are	wonderful	to	work	with.They	say	it	takes	a	village	to	raise	a	child.Can	you	find	out	what
others	think	about	the	issue?Indefinite	pronouns	that	can	be	singular	or	pluralSome	indefinite	pronouns	can	be	either	singular	or	plural	depending	on	what	theyre	referring	to.	They	include	all,	any,	more,	most,	none,	some,	and	such.All	is	well	that	ends	well.If	all	are	here,	we	can	start	the	meeting.Of	the	energy	generated	by	burning	fuel	to	create	electricity,	most	is	lost	in	the	form	of	heat.There	are	quite	a	few	senior	citizens	who	live	in	my	building;	most	live	alone.We	need	rain,	but	none	is	in	the	forecast.Meryl	looked	for	a	parking
spot,	but	none	were	available.Subjective	vs.	objective	caseIndefinite	pronouns	can	be	either	subjective	or	objective,	and	they	have	the	same	form	regardless	of	which	case	they	are	functioning	as	in	a	given	sentence.Theyd	like	to	tell	somebody	their	story.Somebody	who	knows	me	well	must	have	written	this	review.NegationAs	weve	seen,	some	indefinite	pronouns	carry	negative	meanings,	expressing	the	absence	of	something.She	wanted	to	buy	a	hybrid	car,	but	none	were	available	at	the	dealership.Another	way	to	express	negation
with	indefinite	pronouns	is	to	use	the	word	not.	An	important	thing	to	keep	in	mind	with	this	kind	of	sentence	is	that	not	calls	for	the	any-	indefinite	pronouns	to	communicate,	not	the	some-	ones.	Ferber	wont	be	here	in	time	for	pizza,	so	we	dont	need	to	save	him	some.	Ferber	wont	be	here	in	time	for	pizza,	so	we	dont	need	to	save	him	any.ModifiersIndefinite	pronouns	are	often	modified	by	adjectiveswhich	sets	them	apart	from	other	kinds	of	pronouns.	In	many	cases,	the	adjective	in	question	is	else,	which	appears	after	the	indefinite
pronoun.Will	anyone	else	I	know	be	at	the	party?Prepositional	phrases	and	dependent	clauses	also	frequently	modify	indefinite	pronouns,	providing	clarity	about	what	the	pronouns	refer	to.Have	any	of	the	invitations	been	sent	yet?There	isnt	much	that	Jill	cant	accomplish	when	it	comes	to	home	repairs.Indefinite	pronouns	FAQsWhat	is	an	indefinite	pronoun?An	indefinite	pronoun	is	a	pronoun	that	refers	to	a	general,	vague,	or	unknown	person,	object,	group,	or	amount.What	kinds	of	nonspecific	things	can	an	indefinite	pronoun	refer
to?An	indefinite	pronoun	can	refer	to	all	of	something,	something	singled	out	from	a	group,	a	range	of	possibilities,	one	nonspecific	person	or	thing,	an	absence,	or	a	nonspecific	amount	or	quantity.What	are	some	rules	of	thumb	for	indefinite	pronouns?Most,	but	not	all,	indefinite	pronouns	are	singular.	When	an	indefinite	pronoun	is	the	subject	of	a	sentence,	it	has	to	agree	in	number	with	the	sentences	verb.	Indefinite	pronouns	can	switch	between	the	subjective	and	the	objective	case	and	dont	change	form	when	they	do.Negation
can	be	indicated	with	the	no-	indefinite	pronouns	or	by	using	not	and	the	any-	indefinite	pronouns.	Indefinite	pronouns	often	appear	alongside	modifiers	to	clarify	what	they	are	referring	to.	homesitemaptypes	of	pronoun	The	classic	pronouns	are	the	personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	she,	it,	you,	they),	but	these	are	just	one	type	of	pronoun.	In	fact,	the	term	"pronoun"	covers	many	words,	some	of	which	do	not	fall	easily	under	the	normal	definition	for	a	pronoun	(i.e.,	"a	word	that	replaces	a	noun	or	a	noun	phrase.")	Table	of	Contents	The
Nine	Types	of	Pronoun	The	Different	Types	of	Pronoun	in	Detail	Demonstrative	Pronouns	Indefinite	Pronouns	Interrogative	Pronouns	Personal	Pronouns	Possessive	Pronouns	Relative	Pronouns	Reciprocal	Pronouns	Reflexive	Pronouns	Intensive	(or	Emphatic)	Pronouns	Video	Lesson	Test	Time!	There	are	nine	types	of	pronoun:	Personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	they,	we)	Demonstrative	pronouns	(e.g.,	this,	that,	these)	Interrogative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	whose)	Indefinite	pronouns	(e.g.,	none,	several,	any)	Possessive	pronouns	(e.g.,
his,	yours,	ours)	Reciprocal	pronouns	(e.g.,	each	other,	one	another)	Relative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	that)	Reflexive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,	himself,	ourselves)	Intensive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,	himself,	ourselves)	The	demonstrative	pronouns	are	"this,"	"that,"	"these,"	and	"those."	A	demonstrative	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and	tells	us	whether	it	is	singular	or	plural	and	whether	it	is	near	or	far	(including	in	time).	For	example:	This	is	the	one	I	left	in	the	car.	(Here,	the	speaker	could	be	holding	a	mobile	phone.	It	is	singular,	and	it	is
near	to	the	speaker.)	Shall	I	take	those?	(In	this	example,	the	speaker	could	be	pointing	to	some	plates.	They	are	singular,	and	they	are	far	from	the	speaker.)	This	table	summarizes	how	demonstrative	pronouns	are	used:	nearfar	singularthisthat	pluralthesethose	Read	more	about	demonstrative	pronouns.	Indefinite	pronouns	refer	to	people	or	things	without	being	specific.	This	is	the	largest	group	of	pronouns.	It	includes	"all,"	"some,"	"any,"	"several,"	"anyone,"	nobody,"	"each,"	"both,"	"few,"	"either,"	"none,"	"one",	and	"no	one,"
which	are	the	most	common	ones.	Here	are	some	example	sentences	with	indefinite	pronouns:	Somebody	must	have	seen	the	driver	leave.	("Somebody"	is	not	a	specific	person.)	We	are	all	in	the	gutter,	but	some	of	us	are	looking	at	the	stars.	(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	("All"	and	"some"	do	not	specify	people.)	I	have	nothing	to	declare	except	my	genius.	(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	(The	indefinite	pronoun	"nothing"	does	not	specify	a	thing.	Of	note,	the	indefinite	pronoun	"something"	does	not	specify	a	thing	either.)	Read	more	about
indefinite	pronouns.	The	interrogative	pronouns	are	"what,"	"which,"	"who,"	"whom,"	and	"whose."	They	are	used	in	questions.	Although	they	are	classified	as	pronouns,	it	is	not	immediately	obvious	how	they	replace	nouns.	In	fact,	the	answer	to	the	question	(which	will	be	a	noun)	is	the	noun	represented	by	an	interrogative	pronoun.	For	example:	Who	told	you	to	do	that?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun	represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"who.")	Which	dog	won	the	race?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun
represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"which.")	Read	more	about	interrogative	pronouns.	The	personal	pronouns	are	"I,"	"you,"	"he,"	"she,"	"it,"	"we,"	"they,"	and	"who."	More	often	than	not	(but	certainly	not	always),	they	replace	nouns	representing	people.	When	most	people	think	of	pronouns,	it	is	the	personal	pronouns	that	spring	to	mind.	Here	are	some	examples	of	personal	pronouns:	We	can't	all	be	heroes	because	somebody	has	to	sit	on	the	curb	and	clap	as	they	go	by.	I	bought	some	batteries,	but	they	weren't	included.
(Comedian	Steven	Wright)	(NB:	This	quotation	plays	on	the	idea	that	batteries	are	never	included	when	battery-powered	items	are	bought.)	In	the	two	examples	above,	the	four	personal	pronouns	are	in	the	subjective	case	because	they	are	all	the	subjects	of	verbs.	However,	personal	pronouns	can	be	in	other	cases	too.	Here	is	a	table	showing	the	personal	pronouns	by	case:	Read	more	about	personal	pronouns.	The	possessive	pronouns	are	"mine,"	"yours,"	"his,"	"hers,"	"ours,"	and	"theirs."	A	possessive	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and
also	tells	us	who	owns	it.	For	example:	The	tickets	are	ours.	(Here,	"ours"	represents	the	noun	phrase	"the	tickets"	and	tells	readers	that	"we"	own	them.)	Shall	we	follow	his	instructions	or	theirs?	(In	this	example,	"theirs"	represents	the	noun	"instructions"	and	tells	readers	that	"they"	own	them.)	These	pronouns	are	sometimes	called	absolute	possessive	pronouns	to	differentiate	them	from	possessive	determiners	("my,"	"your,"	"his,"	"her,"	"its,"	"our,"	and	"their"),	which	are	also	classified	as	a	type	of	possessive	pronoun.	Look	at	this
example	with	a	possessive	determiner:	This	is	Sarah's	English	book.	Have	you	seen	her	French	book?	(The	possessive	determiner	"her"	replaces	"Sarah's."	This	proves	that	the	possessive	determiner	"her"	is	a	type	of	pronoun.)	Read	more	about	possessive	pronouns	and	how	they	are	classified.	The	relative	pronouns	are	"which,"	"that,"	and	"who"	(including	"whom"	and	"whose").	A	relative	pronoun	is	used	to	head	a	relative	clause	(or	an	adjective	clause),	which	adds	more	information	to	a	sentence.	In	each	example,	the	relative	clause
is	shaded	and	the	relative	pronoun	is	bold.	Dr	Adam	Sissons,	who	lectured	at	Cambridge	for	more	than	12	years,	should	have	known	the	difference.	(Here,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	studied	at	Cambridge	for	12	years"	and	refers	back	to	"Dr	Adams	Sissons.")	The	man	who	first	saw	the	comet	reported	it	as	a	UFO.	(In	this	example,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	first	saw	the	comet"	and	refers	back	to	"the	man.")	The	dog	that	stole	my	dinner	is	loitering	outside.	(The	relative	pronoun
"that"	introduces	the	clause	"that	stole	my	dinner"	and	refers	back	to	"the	dog.")	Read	more	about	relative	pronouns.	Read	more	about	using	commas	with	"which"	and	"who."	The	reciprocal	pronouns	are	"each	other"	and	"one	another."	Reciprocal	pronouns	are	used	for	actions	or	feelings	that	are	reciprocated.	For	example:	They	like	one	another.	They	talk	to	each	other	like	they're	babies.	Read	more	about	reciprocal	pronouns.	The	reflexive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and
"themselves."	A	reflexive	pronoun	ends	"-self"	or	"-selves"	and	refers	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	(usually	the	subject	of	the	sentence).	For	example:	The	dog	bit	itself.	(Here,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	dog.")	Are	you	talking	to	yourself?	(In	this	example,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"yourself"	refers	back	to	the	pronoun	"you.")	Read	more	about	reflexive	pronouns.	The	intensive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and	"themselves."	(They	are
the	same	as	the	reflexive	pronouns,	but	they	are	used	differently.)	An	intensive	pronoun	(sometimes	called	an	"emphatic	pronoun")	refers	back	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	to	emphasize	it	(e.g.,	to	emphasize	that	it	is	the	thing	carrying	out	the	action).	For	example:	John	bakes	all	the	bread	himself.	(Here,	the	intensive	pronoun	"himself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"John.")	The	cat	itself	opened	the	door.	(In	this	example,	the	intensive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	cat.")	Read	more	about	intensive	pronouns.
Here	is	a	video	summarizing	the	different	types	of	pronouns.	video	lesson	Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a	list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	You	might	also	like...	Help	us	improve...	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	homesitemaptypes	of	pronoun	The	classic	pronouns	are	the	personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	she,	it,	you,	they),	but	these	are	just	one	type	of	pronoun.	In	fact,	the	term	"pronoun"
covers	many	words,	some	of	which	do	not	fall	easily	under	the	normal	definition	for	a	pronoun	(i.e.,	"a	word	that	replaces	a	noun	or	a	noun	phrase.")	Table	of	Contents	The	Nine	Types	of	Pronoun	The	Different	Types	of	Pronoun	in	Detail	Demonstrative	Pronouns	Indefinite	Pronouns	Interrogative	Pronouns	Personal	Pronouns	Possessive	Pronouns	Relative	Pronouns	Reciprocal	Pronouns	Reflexive	Pronouns	Intensive	(or	Emphatic)	Pronouns	Video	Lesson	Test	Time!	There	are	nine	types	of	pronoun:	Personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	they,	we)
Demonstrative	pronouns	(e.g.,	this,	that,	these)	Interrogative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	whose)	Indefinite	pronouns	(e.g.,	none,	several,	any)	Possessive	pronouns	(e.g.,	his,	yours,	ours)	Reciprocal	pronouns	(e.g.,	each	other,	one	another)	Relative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	that)	Reflexive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,	himself,	ourselves)	Intensive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,	himself,	ourselves)	The	demonstrative	pronouns	are	"this,"	"that,"	"these,"	and	"those."	A	demonstrative	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and	tells	us	whether	it	is	singular	or
plural	and	whether	it	is	near	or	far	(including	in	time).	For	example:	This	is	the	one	I	left	in	the	car.	(Here,	the	speaker	could	be	holding	a	mobile	phone.	It	is	singular,	and	it	is	near	to	the	speaker.)	Shall	I	take	those?	(In	this	example,	the	speaker	could	be	pointing	to	some	plates.	They	are	singular,	and	they	are	far	from	the	speaker.)	This	table	summarizes	how	demonstrative	pronouns	are	used:	nearfar	singularthisthat	pluralthesethose	Read	more	about	demonstrative	pronouns.	Indefinite	pronouns	refer	to	people	or	things	without
being	specific.	This	is	the	largest	group	of	pronouns.	It	includes	"all,"	"some,"	"any,"	"several,"	"anyone,"	nobody,"	"each,"	"both,"	"few,"	"either,"	"none,"	"one",	and	"no	one,"	which	are	the	most	common	ones.	Here	are	some	example	sentences	with	indefinite	pronouns:	Somebody	must	have	seen	the	driver	leave.	("Somebody"	is	not	a	specific	person.)	We	are	all	in	the	gutter,	but	some	of	us	are	looking	at	the	stars.	(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	("All"	and	"some"	do	not	specify	people.)	I	have	nothing	to	declare	except	my	genius.
(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	(The	indefinite	pronoun	"nothing"	does	not	specify	a	thing.	Of	note,	the	indefinite	pronoun	"something"	does	not	specify	a	thing	either.)	Read	more	about	indefinite	pronouns.	The	interrogative	pronouns	are	"what,"	"which,"	"who,"	"whom,"	and	"whose."	They	are	used	in	questions.	Although	they	are	classified	as	pronouns,	it	is	not	immediately	obvious	how	they	replace	nouns.	In	fact,	the	answer	to	the	question	(which	will	be	a	noun)	is	the	noun	represented	by	an	interrogative	pronoun.	For	example:	Who	told
you	to	do	that?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun	represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"who.")	Which	dog	won	the	race?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun	represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"which.")	Read	more	about	interrogative	pronouns.	The	personal	pronouns	are	"I,"	"you,"	"he,"	"she,"	"it,"	"we,"	"they,"	and	"who."	More	often	than	not	(but	certainly	not	always),	they	replace	nouns	representing	people.	When	most	people	think	of	pronouns,	it	is	the	personal	pronouns	that	spring	to	mind.	Here	are	some
examples	of	personal	pronouns:	We	can't	all	be	heroes	because	somebody	has	to	sit	on	the	curb	and	clap	as	they	go	by.	I	bought	some	batteries,	but	they	weren't	included.	(Comedian	Steven	Wright)	(NB:	This	quotation	plays	on	the	idea	that	batteries	are	never	included	when	battery-powered	items	are	bought.)	In	the	two	examples	above,	the	four	personal	pronouns	are	in	the	subjective	case	because	they	are	all	the	subjects	of	verbs.	However,	personal	pronouns	can	be	in	other	cases	too.	Here	is	a	table	showing	the	personal
pronouns	by	case:	Read	more	about	personal	pronouns.	The	possessive	pronouns	are	"mine,"	"yours,"	"his,"	"hers,"	"ours,"	and	"theirs."	A	possessive	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and	also	tells	us	who	owns	it.	For	example:	The	tickets	are	ours.	(Here,	"ours"	represents	the	noun	phrase	"the	tickets"	and	tells	readers	that	"we"	own	them.)	Shall	we	follow	his	instructions	or	theirs?	(In	this	example,	"theirs"	represents	the	noun	"instructions"	and	tells	readers	that	"they"	own	them.)	These	pronouns	are	sometimes	called	absolute	possessive
pronouns	to	differentiate	them	from	possessive	determiners	("my,"	"your,"	"his,"	"her,"	"its,"	"our,"	and	"their"),	which	are	also	classified	as	a	type	of	possessive	pronoun.	Look	at	this	example	with	a	possessive	determiner:	This	is	Sarah's	English	book.	Have	you	seen	her	French	book?	(The	possessive	determiner	"her"	replaces	"Sarah's."	This	proves	that	the	possessive	determiner	"her"	is	a	type	of	pronoun.)	Read	more	about	possessive	pronouns	and	how	they	are	classified.	The	relative	pronouns	are	"which,"	"that,"	and	"who"
(including	"whom"	and	"whose").	A	relative	pronoun	is	used	to	head	a	relative	clause	(or	an	adjective	clause),	which	adds	more	information	to	a	sentence.	In	each	example,	the	relative	clause	is	shaded	and	the	relative	pronoun	is	bold.	Dr	Adam	Sissons,	who	lectured	at	Cambridge	for	more	than	12	years,	should	have	known	the	difference.	(Here,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	studied	at	Cambridge	for	12	years"	and	refers	back	to	"Dr	Adams	Sissons.")	The	man	who	first	saw	the	comet	reported	it	as	a	UFO.	(In
this	example,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	first	saw	the	comet"	and	refers	back	to	"the	man.")	The	dog	that	stole	my	dinner	is	loitering	outside.	(The	relative	pronoun	"that"	introduces	the	clause	"that	stole	my	dinner"	and	refers	back	to	"the	dog.")	Read	more	about	relative	pronouns.	Read	more	about	using	commas	with	"which"	and	"who."	The	reciprocal	pronouns	are	"each	other"	and	"one	another."	Reciprocal	pronouns	are	used	for	actions	or	feelings	that	are	reciprocated.	For	example:	They	like	one
another.	They	talk	to	each	other	like	they're	babies.	Read	more	about	reciprocal	pronouns.	The	reflexive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and	"themselves."	A	reflexive	pronoun	ends	"-self"	or	"-selves"	and	refers	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	(usually	the	subject	of	the	sentence).	For	example:	The	dog	bit	itself.	(Here,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	dog.")	Are	you	talking	to	yourself?	(In	this	example,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"yourself"	refers
back	to	the	pronoun	"you.")	Read	more	about	reflexive	pronouns.	The	intensive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and	"themselves."	(They	are	the	same	as	the	reflexive	pronouns,	but	they	are	used	differently.)	An	intensive	pronoun	(sometimes	called	an	"emphatic	pronoun")	refers	back	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	to	emphasize	it	(e.g.,	to	emphasize	that	it	is	the	thing	carrying	out	the	action).	For	example:	John	bakes	all	the	bread	himself.	(Here,	the	intensive
pronoun	"himself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"John.")	The	cat	itself	opened	the	door.	(In	this	example,	the	intensive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	cat.")	Read	more	about	intensive	pronouns.	Here	is	a	video	summarizing	the	different	types	of	pronouns.	video	lesson	Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a	list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	You	might	also	like...	Help	us	improve...	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.
XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	homesitemaptypes	of	pronoun	The	classic	pronouns	are	the	personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	she,	it,	you,	they),	but	these	are	just	one	type	of	pronoun.	In	fact,	the	term	"pronoun"	covers	many	words,	some	of	which	do	not	fall	easily	under	the	normal	definition	for	a	pronoun	(i.e.,	"a	word	that	replaces	a	noun	or	a	noun	phrase.")	Table	of	Contents	The	Nine	Types	of	Pronoun	The	Different	Types	of	Pronoun	in	Detail	Demonstrative	Pronouns	Indefinite	Pronouns	Interrogative	Pronouns	Personal
Pronouns	Possessive	Pronouns	Relative	Pronouns	Reciprocal	Pronouns	Reflexive	Pronouns	Intensive	(or	Emphatic)	Pronouns	Video	Lesson	Test	Time!	There	are	nine	types	of	pronoun:	Personal	pronouns	(e.g.,	he,	they,	we)	Demonstrative	pronouns	(e.g.,	this,	that,	these)	Interrogative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	whose)	Indefinite	pronouns	(e.g.,	none,	several,	any)	Possessive	pronouns	(e.g.,	his,	yours,	ours)	Reciprocal	pronouns	(e.g.,	each	other,	one	another)	Relative	pronouns	(e.g.,	which,	who,	that)	Reflexive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,
himself,	ourselves)	Intensive	pronouns	(e.g.,	itself,	himself,	ourselves)	The	demonstrative	pronouns	are	"this,"	"that,"	"these,"	and	"those."	A	demonstrative	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and	tells	us	whether	it	is	singular	or	plural	and	whether	it	is	near	or	far	(including	in	time).	For	example:	This	is	the	one	I	left	in	the	car.	(Here,	the	speaker	could	be	holding	a	mobile	phone.	It	is	singular,	and	it	is	near	to	the	speaker.)	Shall	I	take	those?	(In	this	example,	the	speaker	could	be	pointing	to	some	plates.	They	are	singular,	and	they	are	far
from	the	speaker.)	This	table	summarizes	how	demonstrative	pronouns	are	used:	nearfar	singularthisthat	pluralthesethose	Read	more	about	demonstrative	pronouns.	Indefinite	pronouns	refer	to	people	or	things	without	being	specific.	This	is	the	largest	group	of	pronouns.	It	includes	"all,"	"some,"	"any,"	"several,"	"anyone,"	nobody,"	"each,"	"both,"	"few,"	"either,"	"none,"	"one",	and	"no	one,"	which	are	the	most	common	ones.	Here	are	some	example	sentences	with	indefinite	pronouns:	Somebody	must	have	seen	the	driver	leave.
("Somebody"	is	not	a	specific	person.)	We	are	all	in	the	gutter,	but	some	of	us	are	looking	at	the	stars.	(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	("All"	and	"some"	do	not	specify	people.)	I	have	nothing	to	declare	except	my	genius.	(Playwright	Oscar	Wilde)	(The	indefinite	pronoun	"nothing"	does	not	specify	a	thing.	Of	note,	the	indefinite	pronoun	"something"	does	not	specify	a	thing	either.)	Read	more	about	indefinite	pronouns.	The	interrogative	pronouns	are	"what,"	"which,"	"who,"	"whom,"	and	"whose."	They	are	used	in	questions.	Although	they	are
classified	as	pronouns,	it	is	not	immediately	obvious	how	they	replace	nouns.	In	fact,	the	answer	to	the	question	(which	will	be	a	noun)	is	the	noun	represented	by	an	interrogative	pronoun.	For	example:	Who	told	you	to	do	that?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun	represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"who.")	Which	dog	won	the	race?	(The	answer	to	this	question	is	the	noun	represented	by	the	interrogative	pronoun	"which.")	Read	more	about	interrogative	pronouns.	The	personal	pronouns	are	"I,"	"you,"	"he,"	"she,"	"it,"
"we,"	"they,"	and	"who."	More	often	than	not	(but	certainly	not	always),	they	replace	nouns	representing	people.	When	most	people	think	of	pronouns,	it	is	the	personal	pronouns	that	spring	to	mind.	Here	are	some	examples	of	personal	pronouns:	We	can't	all	be	heroes	because	somebody	has	to	sit	on	the	curb	and	clap	as	they	go	by.	I	bought	some	batteries,	but	they	weren't	included.	(Comedian	Steven	Wright)	(NB:	This	quotation	plays	on	the	idea	that	batteries	are	never	included	when	battery-powered	items	are	bought.)	In	the	two
examples	above,	the	four	personal	pronouns	are	in	the	subjective	case	because	they	are	all	the	subjects	of	verbs.	However,	personal	pronouns	can	be	in	other	cases	too.	Here	is	a	table	showing	the	personal	pronouns	by	case:	Read	more	about	personal	pronouns.	The	possessive	pronouns	are	"mine,"	"yours,"	"his,"	"hers,"	"ours,"	and	"theirs."	A	possessive	pronoun	represents	a	noun	and	also	tells	us	who	owns	it.	For	example:	The	tickets	are	ours.	(Here,	"ours"	represents	the	noun	phrase	"the	tickets"	and	tells	readers	that	"we"	own
them.)	Shall	we	follow	his	instructions	or	theirs?	(In	this	example,	"theirs"	represents	the	noun	"instructions"	and	tells	readers	that	"they"	own	them.)	These	pronouns	are	sometimes	called	absolute	possessive	pronouns	to	differentiate	them	from	possessive	determiners	("my,"	"your,"	"his,"	"her,"	"its,"	"our,"	and	"their"),	which	are	also	classified	as	a	type	of	possessive	pronoun.	Look	at	this	example	with	a	possessive	determiner:	This	is	Sarah's	English	book.	Have	you	seen	her	French	book?	(The	possessive	determiner	"her"	replaces
"Sarah's."	This	proves	that	the	possessive	determiner	"her"	is	a	type	of	pronoun.)	Read	more	about	possessive	pronouns	and	how	they	are	classified.	The	relative	pronouns	are	"which,"	"that,"	and	"who"	(including	"whom"	and	"whose").	A	relative	pronoun	is	used	to	head	a	relative	clause	(or	an	adjective	clause),	which	adds	more	information	to	a	sentence.	In	each	example,	the	relative	clause	is	shaded	and	the	relative	pronoun	is	bold.	Dr	Adam	Sissons,	who	lectured	at	Cambridge	for	more	than	12	years,	should	have	known	the
difference.	(Here,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	studied	at	Cambridge	for	12	years"	and	refers	back	to	"Dr	Adams	Sissons.")	The	man	who	first	saw	the	comet	reported	it	as	a	UFO.	(In	this	example,	the	relative	pronoun	"who"	introduces	the	clause	"who	first	saw	the	comet"	and	refers	back	to	"the	man.")	The	dog	that	stole	my	dinner	is	loitering	outside.	(The	relative	pronoun	"that"	introduces	the	clause	"that	stole	my	dinner"	and	refers	back	to	"the	dog.")	Read	more	about	relative	pronouns.	Read	more	about
using	commas	with	"which"	and	"who."	The	reciprocal	pronouns	are	"each	other"	and	"one	another."	Reciprocal	pronouns	are	used	for	actions	or	feelings	that	are	reciprocated.	For	example:	They	like	one	another.	They	talk	to	each	other	like	they're	babies.	Read	more	about	reciprocal	pronouns.	The	reflexive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and	"themselves."	A	reflexive	pronoun	ends	"-self"	or	"-selves"	and	refers	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	(usually	the	subject	of
the	sentence).	For	example:	The	dog	bit	itself.	(Here,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	dog.")	Are	you	talking	to	yourself?	(In	this	example,	the	reflexive	pronoun	"yourself"	refers	back	to	the	pronoun	"you.")	Read	more	about	reflexive	pronouns.	The	intensive	pronouns	are	"myself,"	"yourself,"	"herself,"	"himself,"	"itself,"	"ourselves,"	"yourselves,"	and	"themselves."	(They	are	the	same	as	the	reflexive	pronouns,	but	they	are	used	differently.)	An	intensive	pronoun	(sometimes	called	an	"emphatic	pronoun")	refers
back	to	another	noun	or	pronoun	in	the	sentence	to	emphasize	it	(e.g.,	to	emphasize	that	it	is	the	thing	carrying	out	the	action).	For	example:	John	bakes	all	the	bread	himself.	(Here,	the	intensive	pronoun	"himself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"John.")	The	cat	itself	opened	the	door.	(In	this	example,	the	intensive	pronoun	"itself"	refers	back	to	the	noun	"the	cat.")	Read	more	about	intensive	pronouns.	Here	is	a	video	summarizing	the	different	types	of	pronouns.	video	lesson	Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a
list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	You	might	also	like...	Help	us	improve...	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	1.Definite	and	Indefinite	Pronoun(Ahmad	Maulani	&	Novra	Yudio	A.)	Definitionof	Definite	Pronoun:A	pronoun	is	a	word	which	is	used	instead	of	a	nounwhen	the	noun	has	already	been	mentioned.	Such	as	he,	she,	it.	Definitepronoun	does	refer	to	any	specific	person,	thing	or	amount.	It	is	vague	anddefinite.
Definitionof	Indefinite	Pronoun:An	indefinite	pronoun	does	not	refer	to	any	specificperson,	thing	or	amount.	It	is	vague	and	not	definite.	SomeTypical	Indefinite	Pronouns	Are:	All	Another	Any	Anybody/anyone	Anything	Each	Everybody/everyone/everything	Few	Many	Nobody	None	One	Several	Some	Somebody/someone	1.	All:The	whole	quantity	of	something	or	of	some	things	or	people.Example:All	is	forgiven.All	have	arrived.	2.	Another:An	additional	or	different	person	or	thing.Example:That	ice-cream	was	good.	Can	I	haveanother?
3.	Any:no	matter	how	much	or	how	many.Example:Is	any	left?Are	any	coming?	4.	Anybody/anyone:No	matter	what	person.Example:Can	anyone	answer	this	question?	5.	Anything:No	matter	what	thing.Example:The	doctor	need	to	know	if	you	haveeaten	anything	in	the	last	two	hours.	6.	Each:Every	one	of	two	or	more	people	or	things,	seen	separately.Example:Each	as	his	own	thoughts.	7.	Everybody/everyone:All	people.Example:We	can	start	the	meeting	becauseeverybody	has	arrived.	8.	Everything:All	things.Example:They	have	no
house	or	possessions.	Theylost	everything	in	the	earthquake.	9.	Few:A	small	number	of	people	or	things.Example:Few	have	ever	disobeyed	him	and	lived.	10.	Many:A	large	number	of	people	or	things.Example:Many	have	come	already.	11.	Nobody:No	person.Example:Phoned	many	times	but	nobody	answered.	12.	None:Not	any;	no	person	or	persons.Example:They	fixed	the	water	so	why	is	nonecoming	out	of	the	tap.I	invited	five	friends	but	none	havecome.	13.	One:An	unidentified	person.Example:Can	one	smoke	here?All	the	students
arrived	but	now	one	ismissing.	14.	Several:More	than	two	but	not	many.Example:They	all	complained	and	several	left	themeeting.	15.	Some:An	unspecific	quantity	of	something;	an	unspecific	number	of	people	or	things.Example:Here	is	some.	Some	have	arrived.	16.	Somebody/someone:An	unspecific	or	unknown	person.Example:	Clearlysomebody	murdered	him.	It	was	not	suicide.	English	grammar	is	vast	and	to	develop	perfection	in	each	aspect,	it	requires	a	lot	of	practice.	Every	day	we	strive	to	cover	a	new	topic	and	ensure	you
understand	the	rules	of	using	it	in	the	practical	world.	If	you	read	a	sentence	like,	Jack	was	walking	and	suddenly	it	started	to	rain.	Jack	didnt	carry	an	umbrella.	Because	of	it	Jack	fell	ill.	In	the	above	example,	Jack	is	repeated	in	every	sentence	so	it	makes	thereading	very	repetitive.	Instead,	if	we	write,	Jack	was	walking	and	suddenly	it	started	to	rain.	He	didnt	carry	an	umbrella	so	he	fell	ill.	Here	in	the	above	example,	'Jack'	has	beenreplaced	by	'he'.	'He'	is	a	pronoun	and	it	takesthe	place	of	a	noun.	Instead	of	using	the	noun	that	is
the	name	of	a	person	repeatedly,	we	replace	it	with	a	pronoun.	A	pronoun	can	be	classified	into	two	forms:Definite	pronounIndefinite	pronoun1)Definite	pronounA	definite	pronoun	is	used	to	replace	a	noun	that	is	already	mentioned.	Definite	pronoun	refers	to	a	specific	person	or	thing.	For	instance:	I,	me,	mine,	myself,	she,	her,	hers,	herself,	we,	us,	etc.Examples:a.	I	will	go	out	today.b.	Sarah	took	my	pen	yesterday.c.	We	are	learning	English.d.	She	is	going	out	for	a	dinner	date	today.e.	That	red	shirt,	which	my	brother	wore
yesterday,	is	mine.2)Indefinite	pronounAn	indefinite	pronoun	also	replaces	a	noun	in	a	sentence	but	does	not	refer	to	a	specific	person	or	a	thing.	For	instance:	all,	anybody,	anyone,	anything,	each,	everybody,	everyone,	everything,	few,	many,	nobody,	somebody,	someone,	etc.Examples:a.	Arent	you	all	coming	for	the	party?b.	Nobody	is	interested	in	the	lectures.c.	Everyone	is	excited	for	Shimla	trip.d.	Only	few	know	the	history	ofthis	place.e.	Each	one	of	you	will	get	a	chance	to	play.Lets	take	a	test	and	find	out	how	well	you	have
understood	the	concept:1.	This	is	a	matter	for	you	and	_______	to	decide.(a.me	b.I)2.	Everybody	has	completed	_______	test.(a.her/his	b.their)3.	___	of	the	players	have	a	substitute.(a.Every	b.Each)4.	_____	have	expressed	their	views.(a.His/her	b.Many)5.	The	earthquake	destroyed	_______.(a.Something	b.Everything)Answers:1.a	2.a	3.b	4.b	5.bWith	the	above	examples	and	explanations,	you	can	differentiate	a	definite	and	an	indefinite	pronoun	and	improve	your	English.	Learning	grammar	will	automatically	improve	yourspoken
Englishskills	with	confidence.	Join	an	online	English	class	today	to	better	your	grammar	understanding.	About	EAgeTutor:	EAgeTutor.com	is	the	premier	online	tutoring	provider.	eAge's	world-class	faculty	and	ace	communication	experts	from	around	the	globe	help	you	to	improve	English	in	an	all-round	manner.	Assignments	and	tasks	based	on	a	well-researched	content	developed	by	subject	matter	and	industry	experts	can	certainly	fetch	the	most	desired	results	for	improving	spoken	English	skills.	Overcoming	limitations	is	just	a
click	of	mouse	away	in	this	age	of	effective	and	advance	communication	technology.	For	further	information	on	online	English	speaking	courseor	to	experience	the	wonders	of	virtual	classroom	fix	a	demonstration	session	with	our	tutor.	Please	visit	www.eagetutor.com.-By	Shailja	VarmaRelated	topics:1)The	art	of	handling	unhappy	customers	on	a	call.2)How	to	impress	the	interviewer	and	answer	effectively	in	an	interview?3)How	to	learn	English	Online?4)Conversation	at	the	Airport	Check-in.5)How	to	Carry	a	Conversation	at	a
Party?	The	8	types	of	pronouns	in	English	grammar	with	examples	include	1)	personal,	2)	interrogative,	3)	possessive,	4)	demonstrative,	5)	indefinite,	6)	relative,	7)	reflexive	and	8)	intensive.A	pronoun	is	one	of	eight	parts	of	speech.	Parts	of	speech	are	the	fundamental	building	blocks	of	the	English	language.	Its	important	that	you	recognize	these	parts	of	speech.Understanding	how	pronouns	(especially	personal	pronouns)	work	in	sentences	will	make	writing	and	speaking	much	more	enjoyable.	Below	are	the	8	types	of	pronouns	in
English	grammar	with	examples!	TOC	8	Types	of	Pronouns	8	Types	of	Pronouns	With	ExamplesDavid,	will	you	open	the	door?	(Personal	Pronoun)What	is	that?	(Interrogative	Pronoun)The	gold	was	theirs	for	the	taking.	(Possessive	Pronoun)These	are	great	movies	from	the	sixties.	(Demonstrative	Pronoun)Some	made	a	lot	of	money	from	the	stock	market.	(Indefinite	Pronoun)The	builder	who	built	the	skyscraper	made	millions.	(Relative	Pronoun)They	saw	themselves	on	the	news.	(Reflexive	Pronoun)Did	you	yourself	paint	the	car?
(Intensive	Pronoun)1.	Personal	PronounsDefinition	of	Personal	Pronouns:	Personal	pronouns	are	short	words	used	to	replace	proper	names	of	persons,	places,	things	or	ideas	so	that	the	writer	or	speaker	can	avoid	repeating	these	proper	names.Examples	of	Personal	Pronouns:Rachel	works	with	children	and	she	is	very	gifted	in	that	area.	(she	replaces	Rachel)Dad	bought	a	new	car	and	it	was	expensive.	(it	replaces	car)The	boss	appreciated	his	workers	and	he	gave	them	a	rise.	(he	replaces	boss	and	them	replaces	workers)The
children	went	to	the	park	and	they	kicked	the	ball	around	for	hours.	(they	replaces	children)Emma	is	my	little	sister	and	she	is	well-behaved.	(she	replaces	Emma	and	sister)NOTE:	Personal	pronouns	are	divided	into	1st,	2nd	and	3rd	persons.1st	Person	person	speaking	(i,	we,	me,	us)2nd	Person	person	spoken	to	(you)3rd	Person	person	spoken	about	(he,	she,	him,	her,	it,	they,	them)Examples	of	1st,	2nd	and	3rd	Person	Pronouns:We	went	to	the	local	markets	to	buy	some	vegetables.	(1st	Person	Pronoun)Will	you	go	to	the	local
markets	to	buy	some	vegetables?	(2nd	Person	Pronoun)She	went	to	the	local	markets	to	buy	some	vegetables.	(3rd	Person	Pronoun)I	will	go	dancing	tonight.	(1st	Person	Pronoun)Will	you	go	dancing	tonight?	(2nd	Person	Pronoun)They	will	go	dancing	tonight.	(3rd	Person	Pronoun)NOTE:	Personal	pronouns	are	singular	or	plural.Singular	Personal	Pronouns	(i,	you,	he,	she,	it,	me,	him,	her)Plural	Personal	Pronouns	(we,	you,	they,	us,	them)Examples	of	Singular	and	Plural	Personal	Pronouns:You	are	the	greatest!	(singular)You	are	the
greatest	people	in	my	life.	(plural)He	is	my	brother.	(singular)David	gave	them	a	good	report.	(plural)It	was	a	good	idea.	(singular)NOTE:	Personal	pronouns	are	either	subjective	or	objective	Case.Subjective	Case	(i,	you,	he,	she,	it,	we,	they)Objective	Case	(me,	you,	him,	her,	it,	us,	them)Examples	of	Subjective	and	Objective	Case	Personal	Pronouns:You	are	the	best!	(subjective)Jenny	will	give	the	money	to	you.	(objective)Bradley	and	I	will	go	to	the	football	game.	(subjective)Rachel	should	have	spoken	to	you	and	me.	(objective)You
and	I	should	spend	more	time	together.	(subjective)NOTE:	Personal	pronouns	are	masculine,	feminine	or	neuter.Masculine	Personal	Pronouns	(he,	him)Feminine	Personal	Pronouns	(she,	her)Neuter	Personal	Pronouns	(it)Examples	of	Masculine,	Feminine	and	Neuter	Personal	Pronouns:He	is	my	best	friend.	(masculine)She	is	my	neighbor.	(feminine)It	is	a	good	idea.	(neuter)Dad	gave	the	car	to	him.	(masculine)Mum	gave	the	ring	to	her.	(feminine)2.	Interrogative	PronounsDefinition	of	Interrogative	Pronouns:	Interrogative	pronouns
are	used	when	you	need	to	ask	questions.	To	interrogate	a	person	is	to	ask	questions.The	interrogative	pronouns	are:	who,	whom,	whose,	which	and	what.Examples	of	Interrogative	Pronouns:Who	told	you	about	the	incident?Which	came	first,	the	chicken	or	the	egg?Of	all	the	houses	on	the	market,	which	do	you	recommend?What	is	your	favorite	food?Whom	did	you	ask?Whose	are	those?3.	Possessive	PronounsDefinition	of	Possessive	Pronouns:	Possessive	pronouns	show	possession,	ownership	or	something	that	belongs	to	someone	or
something.Possessive	pronouns	include	mine,	yours,	ours,	its,	his,	hers	and	theirs.Examples	of	Possessive	Pronouns:Can	I	use	your	knife?	I	lost	mine.The	hammer	is	yours.They	receive	their	power	rebate.	What	about	ours?As	far	as	lifespans	go,	its	had	been	a	relatively	long	one	for	us.The	mobile	phone	next	to	the	lounge	chair	is	his.The	diamond	ring	found	at	the	park	is	hers.The	house	with	the	broken	window	is	theirs.NOTE:	It	is	paramount	to	distinguish	between	possessive	pronouns	and	possessive	adjectives.Possessive	pronouns
are	used	to	replace	nouns.	You	can	learn	more	about	possessive	pronouns	that	replace	nouns	by	reading	an	article	I	have	written	the	7	Possessive	Pronouns.Possessive	adjective	are	used	to	describe	nouns.	You	can	learn	more	about	possessive	adjectives	used	to	describe	nouns	by	clicking	on	this	article	I	have	written	7	Common	Possessive	Adjectives.Examples	of	Possession	Pronouns	and	Adjectives:The	mobile	phone	is	hers.	(possessive	pronoun)Jenny	left	her	mobile	phone	in	the	car.	(possessive	adjective)The	tickets	are	theirs.
(possessive	pronoun)We	left	our	tickets	at	home.	(possessive	adjective)That	book	is	mine.	(possessive	pronoun)Tha	is	my	book.	(possessive	adjective)NOTE:	It	is	noteworthy	to	distinguish	between	its	(contraction)	and	its	(possessive	pronoun	or	adjective)Its	is	a	contraction	of	it	is	or	it	has.Its	is	a	possessive	pronoun	or	adjective	(determiner)	use	to	show	possession	or	ownership.Examples	of	its	and	its	in	sentences:Its	my	birthday	today.	(contraction	it	is)As	far	as	lifespans	go,	its	had	been	a	relatively	long	one	for	us.	(possessive
pronoun)The	car	is	no	good	without	its	wheels.	(possessive	adjective)Its	got	to	be	a	mistake.	(contraction	it	has)This	is	an	alien	and	this	is	a	friend	of	its.	(possessive	pronoun)I	can	see	its	eyes.	(possessive	adjective)4.	Demonstrative	PronounsDefinition	of	Demonstrative	Pronouns:	Demonstrative	pronouns	are	words	that	replace	nouns	and	point	to	something	specific	in	a	sentence.The	demonstrative	pronouns	are:	this,	that,	these	and	those.Examples	of	Demonstrative	Pronouns:This	is	my	favorite	food.What	is	that?These	are	very
expensive.I	would	like	those,	please.That	is	not	yours.NOTE:	Singular	and	Plural	Demonstrative	Pronouns:Singular	Demonstrative	Pronouns:	This	and	ThatPlural	Demonstrative	Pronouns:	These	and	ThoseNOTE:	Near	and	Far	Demonstrative	Pronouns:Demonstrative	pronouns	can	convey	near	or	far	in	distance	and	time.Near	in	time	or	distance:	this	or	theseFar	in	time	of	distance:	that	or	thoseExamples	of	Demonstrative	Pronouns	Conveying	Distance	or	Time:Remove	this	but	not	that.	(distance)Remove	these	but	not	those.	(distance)I
will	never	forget	this	but	that	is	another	story.	(time)I	will	never	forget	these	but	those	are	another	story.	(time)NOTE:	Demonstrative	pronouns	must	be	distinguished	from	demonstrative	adjectives.Demonstrative	pronouns	replace	nouns	whereas	demonstrative	adjective	modify	or	describe	nouns.Examples	of	Demonstrative	Pronouns	and	Adjectives	in	Same	Sentence:These	(pronoun)	are	sweet	but	those	(adjective)	apples	are	not.This	(pronoun)	is	inexpensive	but	that	(adjective)	meal	is	not.This	(adjective)	movie	is	great	and	these
(pronoun)	are	great	also.These	(adjective)	toys	are	broken	but	those	(pronoun)	are	not.That	(pronoun)	is	mine	but	those	(adjective)	tools	are	yours.5.	Indefinite	PronounsDefinition	of	Indefinite	Pronouns:	Indefinite	pronouns	are	words	that	refer	to	some	person	or	thing	without	being	specific.Here	is	a	list	of	some	indefinite	pronouns:	any,	anybody,	anyone,	anything,	all,	another,	both,	each,	either,	everybody,	everyone,	everything,	whoever,	many,	more,	most,	much,	neither,	nobody,	no	one,	nothing,	none,	others,	several,	some,
somebody,	someone,	something.	Examples	of	Indefinite	Pronouns:Everyone	was	charged	at	the	protest	rally.Some	became	sick	during	the	experiment.I	like	coffee	but	not	tea.	Jenny	thinks	both	are	great.Many	have	taken	the	free	items	already.Everything	was	lost	during	the	tornado.NOTE:	Indefinite	pronouns	can	be	singular,	plurals	or	both.Here	is	a	list	of	some	singular	indefinite	pronouns:	(anyone,	anything,	each,	either,	less,	other,	someone,	something,	one)Here	is	a	list	of	some	plural	indefinite	pronouns:	(both,	few,	many,	others,
several)Here	is	a	list	of	some	indefinite	pronouns	that	can	be	singular	or	plural:	(all,	any,	more,	most,	none,	some)Examples	of	Indefinite	Pronouns	as	Singular,	Plural	or	Both:Anyone	can	come	to	the	party.	(singular)Many	came	to	the	local	markets	on	Saturday.	(plural)All	is	forgiven.	(singular)All	have	arrived	at	the	wedding.	(plural)Several	left	the	meeting	disgruntled.	(plural)NOTE:	Some	Indefinite	pronouns	can	function	as	adjectives	(more	information)	so	beware!Here	is	a	list	of	some	indefinite	pronouns	that	can	function	as
adjectives:	(all,	any,	each,	few,	some,	many,	several)Examples	of	Indefinite	Pronouns	and	Adjectives:Many	have	decided	to	cancel	their	subscriptions	to	the	magazine.	(pronoun)Many	classmates	are	protesting	the	new	times	for	study.	(adjective)All	have	informed	the	local	government	of	their	disapproval	of	the	changes.	(pronoun)All	residents	were	told	of	the	changes.	(adjective)Some	farmers	lost	their	properties	in	the	downturn.	(adjective)	6.	Relative	PronounsDefinition	of	Relative	Pronouns:	Relative	pronouns	are	words	that	relate
to	a	noun	or	another	pronoun	in	the	sentence.Here	is	a	list	of	common	relative	pronouns:	(who,	whom,	whose,	which,	that)Examples	of	Relative	Pronouns:Did	you	receive	the	parcel	which	came	today?The	man	who	called	yesterday	wants	to	buy	the	car.Hes	a	co-worker	whose	opinion	I	appreciate.The	dog	that	was	in	the	backyard	belongs	to	our	neighbor.Whom	should	I	vote	for	in	the	election?NOTE:Use	the	relative	pronouns	who	as	subject	and	whom	as	object.Examples	of	Who	and	Whom	in	Sentences:The	student	speculated	whom
the	conversation	was	about.	(object)The	student	who	delivered	a	passionate	speech	won	the	award.	(subject)To	whom	was	the	book	given.	(object)The	writer	who	wrote	the	book	was	my	brother.NOTE:Use	the	relative	pronouns	who	to	refer	to	people	and	that	to	refer	to	things	or	objects.Examples	of	Who	and	That	in	Sentences:My	friend	who	is	recovering	from	a	sports	injury	exercises	regularly	in	the	park.My	car	that	was	stolen	is	in	the	police	compound.Do	you	like	the	dog	that	was	in	the	backyard?The	teacher	who	taught	English
was	my	neighbor.The	shirts	that	I	bought	from	the	shopping	mall	were	too	small.NOTE:	Use	relative	pronouns	that	when	information	is	essential	and	which	when	information	is	non-essential.Examples	of	That	and	Which	in	Sentences.The	book	that	is	on	the	table	belongs	to	me.The	diamond	ring,	which	belongs	to	my	mother,	has	been	in	our	family	for	many	years.The	car	that	has	the	dent	in	it	belongs	to	my	sister.The	car,	which	is	damaged,	belongs	to	my	sister.7.	Reflexive	PronounsDefinition	of	Reflexive	Pronouns:	Reflexive	pronouns
are	words	that	reflex	back	to	person	and	these	words	end	in	-self	or	selves.Here	are	some	examples	of	reflexive	pronouns:	(myself,	yourself,	himself,	herself,	itself,	ourselves,	yourselves,	themselves)Examples	of	Reflective	Pronouns	in	Sentences:I	saw	myself	in	the	glass	window.I	was	in	a	hurry,	so	I	fixed	the	problem	myself.The	refrigerator	defrosts	itself.The	football	team	trained	by	themselves	in	order	to	improve	their	skills.Dont	blame	yourself	for	the	accident!NOTE:	Reflexive	pronouns	are	singular	and	plural.Here	is	a	list	of
singular	reflexive	pronouns:	(myself,	yourself,	himself,	herself,	itself)Here	is	a	list	of	plural	reflexive	pronouns:	(ourselves,	yourselves,	themselves)Examples	of	Singular	and	Plural	Reflexive	Pronouns:You	can	help	yourselves	to	the	lollies.	(plural)She	sent	herself	a	copy	of	the	email.	(singular)The	teachers	blamed	themselves	for	the	horrible	mistake.	(plural)I	talk	to	myself	regularly.	(singular)The	boss	told	his	workers	to	help	themselves	to	the	spare	materials.	(plural)	8.	Intensive	PronounsDefinition	of	Intensive	Pronouns:	Reflexive
pronouns	can	also	act	as	intensive	pronouns.	Intensive	pronouns	emphasize	its	antecedent.Examples	of	Reflexive	and	Intensive	Pronouns	in	Sentence.I	made	the	trailer	myself.	(reflexive)I	myself	made	the	trailer.	(intensive)She	spoke	to	me	herself.	(reflexive)She	herself	spoke	to	me.	(intensive)I	spoke	to	them	myself.	(reflexive)I	myself	spoke	to	them.	(intensive)Let	me	say	that	understanding	the	8	types	of	pronouns	in	English	grammar	with	examples	will	make	your	writing	and	speaking	much	more	enjoyable!Pronoun	is	a	basic
knowledge	to	learn	grammar	in	English.	It	is	defined	as	a	word	or	phrase	used	as	a	substitution	for	a	noun	or	noun	phrase.	In	other	words,	pronouns	are	words	that	can	represent	the	nouns	in	the	sentences.	Besides,	it	also	stands	for	certain	adjectives,	other	pronouns,	and	adverbs.Pronouns	can	be	an	as	subject,	direct	or	indirect	object,	and	many	more.	Without	pronouns,	you	will	repeat	the	nouns	constantly,	so	it	makes	the	repetitive	words	that	cause	a	boring	paragraph	or	speech.	That	is	why	pronouns	help	the	sentences	to	be	more
interesting.Definite	and	Indefinite	PronounsThere	are	many	types	of	pronouns,	and	some	of	them	are	called	definite	and	indefinite	pronouns.	Do	you	know	the	differences	between	those	pronouns?	Lets	find	out	how	you	differentiate	between	the	two	types	of	pronouns	below.DefiniteA	definite	pronoun	is	also	known	as	a	personal	pronoun	because	it	is	a	substitution	for	people	or	things.	To	use	this	type	of	pronoun,	you	should	indicate	whether	the	world	replaced	is	singular	or	plural.	Definite	pronouns	are	often	used	to	replace	proper
non	or	collective	groups,	so	it	is	always	specific.In	definite	pronouns,	there	are	three	categories	of	pronouns	you	should	know.	Those	are	first,	second,	and	third-person	categories.	Then,	each	category	also	has	singular	and	plural	pronouns	used.In	the	first-person	category,	you	will	find	Iand	mein	the	singular	pronouns,	and	weand	usin	the	plural.	Meanwhile,	in	the	second	person,	there	is	youfor	singular	and	plural	pronouns.	For	the	third	person,	there	are	she,	he,	her,	him,	and	itfor	the	singular	category,	while	theyand	themare	for	the
plural	pronoun.IndefiniteWhen	you	talk	about	definite	pronouns,	cannot	be	separated	from	indefinite	pronouns.	Different	from	a	definite	pronoun	that	is	specific,	the	indefinite	pronoun	is	used	for	unspecific	nouns.	In	addition,	this	pronoun	can	be	both	singular	and	plural.Singular	pronouns	commonly	used	are	anything,	anyone,	anybody,	either,	each,	everyone,	everybody,	nobody,	neither,	nothing,	someone,	something,	and	somebody.	Some	pronouns	are:	few,	many,	several,	and	both.	All,	some,	any,	most,	and	noneare	pronouns	used
for	both	singular	and	plural	nouns	or	noun	phrases.alleveryoneoneanothereverythingotheranyfewothersanybodymanyseveralanyonemostsomeanythingneithersomebodybothnobodysomeoneeachnonesomethingeitherno	onesucheverybodynothingExamples	of	Definite	and	Indefinite	Pronouns	in	the	SentencesTo	help	you	understand	how	you	use	these	pronouns	in	your	sentences,	below	are	several	sentences	for	definite	and	indefinite	pronouns.Sentence:	James	and	Duke	are	friends.	Theysing	together	in	class.Explanation:	The	pronoun
used	here	is	they	which	refers	to	James	and	Duke.	The	use	of	they	will	make	you	dont	need	to	mention	James	and	Duke	many	times.Sentence:	Someonestands	in	front	of	your	house.Explanation:	The	underlined	word	is	the	indefinite	pronoun	that	refers	to	a	man	or	a	woman	you	dont	know.Demonstrative	pronounsInterrogative	pronounsWhatWhateverWhichWhicheverWhoWhoeverWhomWhosePossessive	PronounsAndHersHisMineOursPluralSingularYoursReflexive
PronounsHerselfHimselfItselfMyselfOurselvesThemselvesYourselfYourselvesRealtive	PronounsThatWhatWhateverWhichWhicheverWhoWhoeverWhomWhoseallnoughtwhatnotanotheronewhatsoeveranyone	anotherwhenceanybodyotherwhereanyoneotherswherebyanythingoughtwherefromasourwhereinaughtourswhereintobothourselfwhereofeachourselveswhereoneach
otherseveralwherevereithershewheresoeverenoughsomewheretoeverybodysomebodywhereuntoeveryonesomeonewherewitheverythingsomethingwherewithalfewsomewhatwhetherhesuchwhichhersuchlikewhicheverhersthatwhichsoeverherselftheewhohimtheirwhoeverhimselftheirswhomhistheirselfwhomeverItheirselveswhomsoidemthemwhomsoeveritthemselfwhoseitsthemselveswhoseveritselftherewhosesoevermanythesewhosometheywhosoeverminethineyemostthisyonmythoseyondermyselfthouyounaughtthyyourneitherthyselfyoursno
oneusyourselfnobodyweyourselvesnonewhatnothingwhateverEnglish	Test	Pronouns	in	EnglishConclusionWhen	you	want	to	differentiate	definite	and	indefinite	pronouns,	it	is	easy.	When	you	see	pronouns	referring	to	something	specific,	they	must	be	definite	pronouns.	Meanwhile,	the	indefinite	pronouns	are	for	the	unspecific	thing	you	dont	know.Series	NavigationBe	a	Better	WriterA	pronounis	a	noun	that	takes	the	place	of	a	noun	or	groups	of	nouns.Using	pronouns	allows	speakers	and	writers	to	communicate	without	having	to
repetitively	restate	the	noun	being	commented	on.	Because	pronouns	stand	in	for	nouns,	you	have	to	be	sure	that	the	pronoun	you	choose	agrees	in	number,	person,	and	gender	of	the	noun	it	is	standing	in	for	(the	noun	that	the	pronoun	stands	in	for	is	called	the	antecedent,	which	we'll	discuss	later	in	this	article).There	are	many	types	of	pronouns	to	be	aware	of.	Keep	reading	for	easy	explanations	and	clear	pronoun	examples.Personal	pronouns	are	pronouns	that	take	the	place	of	common	and	proper	nouns	and	refer	to	people	and
things.ExampleMy	brotheris	staying	up	late	to	watch	a	Walking	Dead	marathon.He	is	going	to	have	nightmares!In	this	example,	the	author	doesnt	have	to	repeatmy	brother	since	she	uses	the	personal	pronoun	he.Personal	pronouns	can	be	singular	or	plural;	they	can	also	be	categorized	into	first,	second,	and	third	person	forms.SingularPluralFirst	PersonI,	mewe,	usSecond	PersonyouyouThird	Personshe,	her,	he,	him,	itthey,	themWhat	is	the	difference	between	definite	and	indefinite	pronouns?	A	definite	pronoun	is	a	pronoun	that
refers	to	something	specific,	so	a	personal	pronoun	would	also	be	a	definite	pronoun	(see	the	examples	in	the	previous	section).Indefinite	pronouns	do	not	refer	to	anything	specific,	so	words	like	someoneandeverybody	are	indefinite	pronouns.	Indefinite	pronouns	can	also	be	singular	or	plural.Here's	a	list	of	indefinite	pronouns:Indefinite	PronounsSingularanybody,	anyone,	anything,	each,	either,	everybody,	everyone,	everything,	neither,	nobody,	no	one,	nothing,	one,	somebody,	someone,	somethingPluralboth,	few,	many,
severalSingular	or	Pluralall,	any,	most,	none,	somePossessive	pronouns	are	pronouns	that	show	ownership.Some	possessive	pronouns	can	be	used	before	nouns	and	function	as	adjectives	(words	that	describe	nouns).	Examples	would	be	pronouns	like	my,her,	orhisas	in	mybooks,hercomputer,	andhiszombie	plan.Other	possessive	pronouns	stand	alone.	These	are	pronouns	likemine,yours,hers,	andhis.Example:	That	book	is	hers.Relative	pronouns	relate	subordinate	clauses	(clauses	that	cannot	stand	alone)	to	the	rest	of	a
sentence.There	are	five	relative	pronouns	in	English:who,whom,whose,that,andwhich.ExampleBelen,	who	had	starred	in	six	plays	before	she	turned	seventeen,	knew	that	she	wanted	to	act	on	Broadway	someday.The	relative	pronoun	who	is	the	subject	of	the	subordinate	clause,	who	had	starred	in	six	plays...,	and	it	refers	back	to	the	main	subject	of	the	sentence,	Belen.ExampleMy	daughter	wants	to	adopt	the	dog	that	doesnt	have	a	tail.That	functions	the	same	way	that	who	does	in	the	previous	example.	Use	who	when	referring	to
people	and	that	when	referring	to	anything	else.It's	easy	to	get	pronouns	mixed	up.	One	of	the	most	common	mistakes	in	pronoun	usage	has	to	do	with	using	who	vs	whom.	Demonstrative	pronouns	stand	in	for	things,	and	we	choose	these	words	based	on	how	close	these	things	are	to	us.	For	things	that	are	nearby,	we	use	the	pronouns	thisandthese.	For	things	that	are	far	away,	we	use	the	pronounsthatandthose.It's	important	to	note	that	the	idea	of	closeness	can	refer	to	the	physical,	emotional,	or	temporal.Example:Do	I	actually
have	to	read	all	of	this?The	speaker	is	indicating	a	text	that	is	close	to	her,	by	using	this.Example:That	is	not	coming	anywhere	near	me.The	speaker	is	distancing	himself	from	the	object	in	question,	which	he	doesnt	want	to	get	any	closer.	The	far	pronoun	helps	indicate	that.Example:Youre	telling	me	you	sewed	all	ofthese?The	speaker	and	her	audience	are	likely	looking	directly	at	the	clothes	in	question,	so	the	close	pronoun	is	appropriate.Example:Thoseare	all	gross.The	speaker	wants	to	remain	away	from	the	gross	items	in
question,	by	using	the	far	those.Reflexive	pronouns	end	inselforselves,	and	theyre	used	when	a	pronoun	is	both	the	subject	and	the	object	of	a	sentence.Example:	I	am	going	to	treat	myself	to	a	little	vacation	from	all	of	this	worry	about	a	zombie	apocalypse	and	spend	the	day	playing	Halo	on	my	Xbox.Example:	She	is	going	to	can	all	of	those	beans	for	her	zombie	storage	room	herself.Reflexive	pronouns	can	also	be	used	to	show	emphasis	in	a	sentence,	as	illustrated	in	this	example:Example:	I	myself	had	to	go	through	all	of	those	web
pages	to	find	the	one	that	would	be	the	most	helpful	for	our	escape	plan.Pronouns	can	appear	in	the	subjective	or	the	objective	case.	Subjective	pronouns	tell	us	who	or	what	the	sentence	or	clause	is	about.	Objective	pronouns	receive	the	action	in	the	sentence	or	clause.	Subject	and	Object	PronounsSingularPluralSubjectiveI,	you,	he,	she,	itwe,	you,	theyObjectiveme,	you,	her,	him,	itus,	you,	themRemember	that	every	time	you	use	a	pronoun	you	need	to	make	sure	that	youre	using	the	correct	case.Some	of	the	most	common	pronoun
mistakes	occur	when	writers	have	to	choose	between	you	and	I	and	you	and	me.	Incorrect:	You	and	me	should	go	out	for	drinks.Both	pronouns	are	the	subject	of	the	sentence,	so	they	should	be	in	subject	case:	You	and	I	should	go	out	for	drinks.Incorrect:	Susan	assigned	the	task	to	both	you	and	I.	Both	pronouns	are	the	object	of	the	sentence,	so	they	should	be	in	object	case:	Susan	assigned	the	task	to	both	you	and	me.Issues	with	pronoun	agreement	and	pronoun	references	are	common	struggles	for	many	beginning	writers,	but
these	problems	are	easy	to	correct	once	you	realize	the	issue.Pronoun	agreement	errors	occur	when	the	pronoun	you	are	using	to	stand	in	for	a	noun	does	not	agree	with	that	noun	in	number,	place,	or	gender.	For	example,	using	the	singular	pronoun	she	to	stand	in	for	a	group	of	girls	would	not	agree	in	number.	Errors	like	this	arent	usually	an	issue	for	most	writers.A	more	common	pronoun	agreement	error	occurs	when	a	writer	uses	a	singular	noun	like	studentto	represent	students	in	general.	Then,	later,	the	writer	may	usetheyas
a	pronoun	to	replacestudentbecause	the	writermeantstudents	in	general.Example:	Ifa	studentreally	thinks	about	how	muchtheyare	paying	for	college,they	are	likely	to	be	more	focused	in	class.You	have	a	options	for	correcting	this	error.	You	can	change	theyto	"he"or"she"or	"she	or	he":Revision	1:	If	a	student	really	thinks	about	how	much	he	is	paying	for	college,	he	are	likely	to	be	more	focused	in	class.	Revision	1	is	a	common	way	to	handle	this	issue,	but	try	to	balance	the	number	of	times	you	use	he	with	she.	UsingHe	was	the
traditional	recommendation	in	usage	guides,	but	many	critics	have	aptly	pointed	out	the	sexist	bias	inherent	in	using	only	he.	Revision	2:	If	a	student	really	thinks	about	how	much	she	or	he	is	paying	for	college,	she	or	he	are	likely	to	be	more	focused	in	class.Revision	2	technically	works,	but	it's	awkward	most	style	guides	recommend	avoiding	this	construction.A	better	option	would	be	to	change	the	antecedent	(student)	to	its	plural	form:Revision	3:	Ifstudentsreally	think	about	how	much	they	are	paying	for	college,	they	are	likely	to
be	more	focused	in	class.Here	are	more	examples	of	personal	pronouns	used	with	antecedents:That	manlooks	as	ifheneeds	a	new	coat.	(the	noun	phrasethat	manis	the	antecedent	ofhe)Katarrived	yesterday.	I	metherat	the	station.	(Katis	the	antecedent	ofher)Whentheysaw	us,the	lionsbegan	roaring	(the	lionsis	the	antecedent	ofthey)Adamand	Iwere	hoping	no	one	would	findus.	(Adamand	Iis	the	antecedent	ofus)Note:Pronouns	likeI,we,	andyoudont	always	require	an	explicitly	stated	antecedent.	When	a	speakersays	something	like	I	told
you	the	zoo	was	closed	today,	its	implied	that	the	speaker	is	the	antecedent	forIand	the	listener	is	the	antecedent	foryou.A	common	pronoun	reference	error	occurs	when	writers	write	about	several	different	people	or	things	and	then	use	a	pronoun	later	like	sheorit,	but	the	audience	has	no	idea	whatsheoritrefers	to.Example:	My	mother	and	my	aunt	told	me	I	should	consider	going	to	college,	and	she	was	right.Here,	the	audience	wouldnt	be	sure	which	person	the	writer	is	referring	to.	Is	it	the	mother	or	the	aunt?Such	errors	are	easy
to	make	but	they're	also	easy	to	fix.	Just	be	sure	to	double	check	pronoun	usage	during	the	editing	and	proofreading	stages.	Conclusion	The	simple	question	of	what	is	a	pronoun?	has	a	delightfuly	elaborate	answera	rich	reminder	of	the	joy	in	studying	English	grammar.	But	it's	also	important	to	remember	that	grammar	and	writing	are	fundamenally	separate	endeavors.	More	fruitful	than	simply	understanding	grammar	is	understanding	how	grammar	can	affect	clear	and	effective	writing.	To	see	a	perfect	example	of	this	idea,	go	to
the	next	article,	which	explains	the	problem	of	unclear	pronoun	reference.
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