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How	long	are	masters	programs

Corey	Dantzler	'23G	-	MS	in	Sports	Management	How	long	it	takes	to	get	a	master’s	degree	depends	on	you	and	the	program	you	choose.	Your	college,	degree	program,	desired	pacing	and	personal	goals	are	all	factors	to	consider.	Typically,	it	can	take	you	about	two	years	from	start	to	finish.	In	some	cases,	you	can	finish	in	less	time,	and	in	others,
you	may	want	more	time	to	progress	through	your	courses	or	may	need	longer	to	meet	specific	program	requirements.	If	you're	wondering	what	a	master's	degree	is,	exactly,	it's	a	type	of	graduate	degree	some	people	choose	to	earn	to	gain	mastery	in	a	particular	subject.	Sometimes	it’s	for	personal	fulfillment,	but	often	it	can	help	you	advance	in
your	professional	world	or	completely	change	careers.	A	master’s	degree	is	one	of	four	types	of	degrees	—	the	third	highest	when	considering	them	in	hierarchical	order:	Associate	degree	Bachelor’s	degree	Master’s	degree	Doctoral	degree	One	difference	between	a	bachelor's	and	a	master's	degree	is	the	order	in	which	you	earn	them.	To	get	your
master’s	degree,	you	must	have	a	bachelor’s	degree	under	your	belt.	Many	times,	your	master's	degree	does	not	need	to	be	in	the	same	subject	as	your	bachelor's;	however,	some	master's	programs	require	you	to	have	a	specific	bachelor’s	degree.	For	example,	if	you	want	to	earn	your	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	(MSN)	degree,	you'll	first	need	a
Bachelor	of	Science	(BS)	in	Nursing.	How	Many	Years	is	a	Master’s	Degree?	One	of	the	biggest	variables	when	it	comes	to	the	length	of	a	master’s	degree	is	the	number	of	credits.	While	bachelor’s	degrees	are	typically	120	credits,	making	them	4-year	degrees,	master’s	programs	can	range	from	30-60	credits.	For	example,	a	Master	of	Arts	(MA)	in
Creative	Writing	at	Southern	New	Hampshire	University	(SNHU)	is	36	credits,	while	a	Master	of	Fine	Arts	(MFA)	in	Creative	Writing	is	48	credits.	The	MA	program	could	take	you	as	few	as	15	months	to	complete,	while	the	MFA	program	might	take	closer	to	two	years.	In	addition	to	the	varying	program	lengths,	institutions	operate	on	different
schedules.	Traditional	campuses	often	have	semesters	that	are	15	weeks	in	length.	Other	schools	may	offer	shorter	terms	year-round.	At	SNHU,	for	instance,	master’s	degree	classes	are	10	weeks	long,	and	you	have	the	option	to	take	one	(part-time)	or	two	(full-time)	courses	each	term.	If	you	take	the	maximum	course	load	without	taking	a	term	off,
you	could	get	30	credits	done	in	about	one	year.	How	you	progress	through	your	program	is	up	to	you	and	your	timeline.	When	you	enroll,	you	can	work	with	an	academic	advisor	to	determine	how	many	classes	you	can	take	per	term	and	whether	you'll	need	any	terms	off	or	wish	to	plug	away	at	your	degree	year-round.	It’s	important	to	note	that	your
timeline	can	be	flexible	too,	and	your	academic	advisor	can	help	you	adjust	it	as	needed.	For	example,	you	might	start	by	taking	one	class	at	a	time	and	later	decide	you	want	to	double	up	one	term.	Or,	if	you	know	a	particular	time	of	year	is	busy	for	you,	you	may	opt	to	take	just	one	course	during	that	time	—	or	take	the	term	off	altogether.	Keep	in
mind	that	taking	time	off	or	adjusting	your	schedule	may	impact	your	financial	aid.	Your	school's	Student	Financial	Services	team	can	answer	questions	about	that.	Can	You	Get	a	Master’s	in	2	Years?	Absolutely!	Most	master’s	degree	programs	will	take	an	average	of	two	years	from	start	to	finish	—	about	half	of	the	time	it	takes	to	earn	your
bachelor’s	degree.	As	you	consider	your	reasoning	for	getting	a	master’s	degree	and	your	anticipated	graduation	date,	completing	a	master’s	degree	in	two	years	is	a	reasonable	goal	to	set	for	yourself.	Can	You	Finish	a	Master’s	in	1	Year?	If	you're	wondering	whether	it's	possible	to	finish	a	master's	degree	even	faster,	the	answer	is	yes.	Some
programs	have	fewer	credit	requirements.	For	instance,	you	can	earn	a	Master	of	Business	Administration	(MBA)	online	MBA	in	one	year	at	SNHU	if	your	bachelor's	degree	is	in	business.	Plus,	you	have	a	choice	of	more	than	15	concentrations	—	such	as	accounting,	human	resources,	marketing	and	project	management	—	that	help	you	narrow	your
focus	to	the	part	of	business	you	enjoy.	If	finishing	fast	is	your	priority,	be	sure	to	do	your	research.	Find	an	accredited	college	or	university	with	a	program	that	works	with	your	interests,	career	goals	and	timeline.	If	you’re	ready	to	take	your	education	to	the	next	level	and	are	wondering	how	to	get	a	master’s	degree,	you	can	follow	these	six	steps:
Consider	Your	Interests,	Experiences	and	Goals	What	do	you	want	to	study?	Would	a	particular	subject	be	helpful	in	your	current	career?	If	you’re	looking	to	change	your	career,	what	degree	would	help	you	move	into	your	desired	field?	If	you’re	getting	your	master’s	out	of	personal	fulfillment,	what	interests	you	or	excites	you	most?	Decide	How	You
Want	to	Learn	Do	you	prefer	to	attend	classes	face-to-face	on	a	traditional	college	campus?	Or	would	taking	online	classes	better	suit	your	busy	schedule?	Do	some	research	on	your	desired	school	and	ensure	it	has	the	proper	accreditations	and	offers	your	intended	program.	"One	of	the	most	helpful	ways	to	find	the	best	match	is	to	speak	with	an
admission	counselor,"	said	Lia	Cardow,	an	admission	counselor	at	SNHU.	She	said	they	can	help	you	figure	out	your	goals	and	narrow	down	your	options.	Apply	For	a	Program	Once	you’ve	picked	a	college	or	university	you'd	like	to	attend	and	decided	on	your	major,	you'll	need	to	apply.	Applications	vary	by	institution	and	program,	but	they	will
generally	ensure	you	have	met	any	requirements	needed	to	enroll	—	such	as	a	letter	of	interest	or	portfolio	item.	You'll	also	need	to	provide	information	about	your	previous	education.	Some	institutions	will	need	you	to	request	an	official	transcript,	while	others	will	take	care	of	that	step	for	you.	Get	Accepted	Anticipating	an	acceptance	call	or	email
may	feel	like	the	most	challenging	part	of	the	whole	process,	especially	if	you	need	to	wait	for	a	specified	acceptance	period.	Some	schools,	such	as	SNHU,	have	rolling	admission,	so	you’ll	likely	hear	back	from	an	admission	counselor	sooner.	Map	Out	a	Plan	With	Your	Advisor	Once	you’re	accepted,	an	academic	advisor	will	explain	how	online	classes
work	and	walk	through	any	questions	or	concerns	you	might	have.	Your	advisor	will	also	discuss	what	courses	and	electives	your	program	offers,	help	you	map	out	a	tentative	timeline	and	register	you	for	classes.	Take	Your	Classes	No	matter	how	you’re	pacing	your	program	or	which	classes	you’re	taking,	earning	a	master’s	degree	takes
commitment,	discipline	and	work.	As	you	navigate	your	courses,	motivation	is	key,	and	each	semester	or	term	gets	you	one	step	closer	to	receiving	your	diploma.	Lia	Cardow	"One	thing	that	worked	for	me	was	to	have	a	visual	to	show	how	much	progress	I	was	making,"	said	Cardow.	"It’s	also	helpful	to	have	someone	in	your	corner	reminding	you	of
your	'why.'"	She	said	this	could	be	someone	like	your	advisor	or	someone	in	your	household,	like	a	partner.	All	master's	programs	take	time.	If	you	choose	to	pursue	your	degree	online,	the	good	news	is	that	you	can	consider	a	degree	at	your	own	pace.	A	school	that	offers	asynchronous	classes	allows	you	to	do	your	coursework	at	whatever	time	makes
sense	for	you.	With	set	deadlines	each	week,	you’ll	know	what	to	expect	and	can	plan	your	schedule	accordingly.	Some	schools,	such	as	SNHU,	also	offer	around-the-clock	support	from	the	online	learning	center,	meaning	you	can	connect	with	a	tutor	no	matter	the	hour.	Is	Getting	a	Master’s	Degree	Worth	It?	If	having	a	master's	degree	will	help	you
achieve	your	personal	and	professional	goals,	then	it	makes	sense	to	put	in	the	work	to	earn	one.	Naeem	Jaraysi	A	master's	degree	helped	Naeem	Jaraysi	'20G	take	his	career	in	a	new	direction.	After	earning	a	master's	degree	in	marketing,	he	accepted	the	role	of	a	marketing	specialist.	This	professional	achievement	positioned	him	one	step	closer
toward	his	goal	of	becoming	a	digital	specialist	or	marketing	manager.	The	work	that	went	into	the	master's	degree	also	helped	him	build	confidence	and	know-how	to	connect	with	different	audiences	and	contribute	ideas.	"I	didn't	know	if	I	had	it	in	myself	to	do	it,"	Jaraysi	said.	"But	at	the	end	of	it,	I'm	realizing	that	I	can	do	a	lot	more	than	I	thought	I
could	do,	and,	moving	forward,	I	want	to	take	on	new	challenges	and	accomplish	them	'cause	it	does	feel	so	great	afterwards."	According	to	Cardow,	you	may	also	gain	skills	throughout	a	master's	program,	such	as:	Critical	thinking	Teamwork	Time	management	Writing	Beyond	personal	fulfillment	and	opening	yourself	up	to	new	professional
endeavors,	a	master's	degree	could	help	you	boost	your	earning	potential.	Employees	with	a	master’s	level	education	took	in	a	median	of	$1,737	in	weekly	earnings	last	year,	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	(BLS)	reported.*	That’s	$244	more	than	those	at	the	bachelor’s	level,	according	to	BLS	data.*	Read	more:	Is	a	Masters	Degree	Worth	It?	How
Hard	is	a	Master’s	Degree?	While	bachelor’s	degree	programs	involve	many	introductory	and	general	education	courses,	a	master’s	degree	curriculum	is	all	about	the	subject	area	you	selected	to	study.	A	master’s	degree	should	be	rigorous,	and	it’s	designed	to	challenge	you.	That	being	said,	it’s	also	manageable	if	you	put	in	time	and	effort.	Plus,	if
you’re	pursuing	your	degree	in	a	subject	area	that	interests	you	greatly,	its	relevance	to	your	goals	should	keep	you	motivated.	At	the	end	of	your	master's	degrees,	you	may	have	the	chance	to	take	a	capstone	course	that	serves	as	a	culmination	of	all	you	learned	during	your	program.	This	is	an	opportunity	to	demonstrate	your	new	skills	and
knowledge	using	a	research	topic	that	interests	you.	Consider	time	management	strategies	to	help	you	stay	on	track	throughout	your	program	and	know	it’s	okay	to	step	away	for	a	little	bit	to	recharge	and	refocus.	You	can	also	lean	on	the	people	supporting	you	as	you	get	this	degree.	Whether	it’s	a	family	member,	friend,	coworker,	advisor,
instructor,	tutor	—	or	maybe	all	of	the	above	—	there	are	people	in	your	corner	that	you	can	turn	to	for	encouragement	and	help	along	the	way.	Beth	Dayley	Beth	Dayley	'24G	leaned	on	her	children,	grandchildren	and	great-grandchildren	for	support	whenever	she	was	struggling	throughout	her	program.	At	80	years	old,	Dayley	earned	her	MA	in
English	and	Creative	Writing	and	English	from	SNHU	—	something	she	said	she	wouldn't	have	been	able	to	do	without	an	online	option.	“School	is	very	important	to	me,"	she	said.	“I	think	it’s	important	that	I	keep	learning.”	During	her	program,	Dayley	worked	on	writing	her	memoirs,	which	she	hopes	to	publish	after	they're	completed.	Although	the
program	was	rigorous,	she	said	she	appreciated	that	she	didn't	have	to	sacrifice	a	great	deal	to	go	back	to	school.	“You	don’t	have	to	give	up	everything	in	your	life	to	go	back	and	get	a	master’s	degree,"	she	said.	As	a	lifelong	learner,	Dayley	always	wanted	to	earn	a	master's	degree.	When	her	son-in-law	completed	his	degree,	she	was	reminded	of
that	dream	and	decided	she	was	ready	to	go	back	to	school.	“I	think	it’s	important	if	you	want	the	education	that	you	do	it,"	she	said.	“It’s	never	too	late.”	Which	Master’s	Degree	is	Most	in	Demand	in	the	US?	If	you’re	wondering	what	some	of	the	most	popular	master's	degree	programs	are,	the	National	Center	for	Education	Statistics	(NCES)	found
that	more	than	half	of	all	master’s	degrees	earned	in	the	2021-22	school	year	were:	Business	degrees	–	205,751	awarded	Education	degrees	–	151,707	awarded	Health	professions	degrees	–	147,035	awarded	These	disciplines	do	not	encompass	all	of	your	options,	though.	You	can	get	a	master’s	degree	in	a	wide	range	of	subjects	—	from	history	to
nursing,	cybersecurity	to	finance	and	everything	in	between.	Consider	your	interests	and	career	goals	and	choose	the	program	that	will	help	you	get	where	you	want	to	go.	*Cited	job	growth	projections	may	not	reflect	local	and/or	short-term	economic	or	job	conditions	and	do	not	guarantee	actual	job	growth.	Actual	salaries	and/or	earning	potential
may	be	the	result	of	a	combination	of	factors	including,	but	not	limited	to:	years	of	experience,	industry	of	employment,	geographic	location,	and	worker	skill.	Rebecca	LeBoeuf	Blanchette	'18	'22G	is	a	writer	at	Southern	New	Hampshire	University,	where	she	fulfills	her	love	of	learning	daily	through	conversations	with	professionals	across	a	range	of
fields.	She	earned	her	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Communication	with	a	minor	in	Professional	Writing	from	SNHU’s	campus	in	Manchester,	New	Hampshire,	and	followed	her	love	of	storytelling	into	the	online	Master	of	Arts	in	English	and	Creative	Writing	at	SNHU.	Connect	with	her	on	LinkedIn.	Pursuing	a	master’s	degree	in	the	UK	can	be	an	enriching
experience,	offering	advanced	knowledge	and	skills	to	help	increase	your	career	opportunities.	One	of	the	first	considerations	for	prospective	students	is	the	duration	of	these	programs.	Understanding	the	typical	timelines	associated	with	different	types	of	master’s	degrees	can	help	you	make	informed	decisions	about	your	education.	Types	of
Master’s	Programs	In	the	UK,	master’s	programs	generally	fall	into	several	categories,	each	with	varying	durations:	Taught	Master’s	Programs:	These	are	the	most	common	type	and	include	courses	such	as	Master	of	Arts	(MA),	Master	of	Science	(MSc),	and	Master	of	Business	Administration	(MBA).	Most	taught	master’s	programs	last	one	year	if
studied	full-time.	Part-time	options	are	also	available,	usually	extending	the	duration	to	two	or	three	years.	Research	Master’s	Programs:	Programs	such	as	the	Master	of	Philosophy	(MPhil)	or	a	research-focused	MSc	can	take	longer	to	complete.	These	typically	require	a	significant	amount	of	independent	research	and	can	last	anywhere	from	one	to
two	years	full-time,	depending	on	the	specific	requirements	and	pace	of	the	student.	Part-time	students	might	take	even	longer.	Integrated	Master’s	Programs:	Some	universities	offer	integrated	master’s	programs	that	combine	undergraduate	and	postgraduate	studies.	These	can	last	anywhere	from	four	to	six	years,	depending	on	the	university	and
the	subject.	Full-Time	vs.	Part-Time	Study	The	choice	between	full-time	and	part-time	study	can	significantly	affect	the	duration	of	your	program.	Full-time	students	follow	a	more	intense	curriculum	and	can	complete	their	degrees	in	about	a	year.	Part-time	students,	on	the	other	hand,	often	balance	their	studies	with	work	or	other	commitments,
leading	to	a	longer	completion	time.	It’s	important	to	consider	your	personal	circumstances,	financial	situation,	and	career	goals	when	deciding	which	mode	of	study	is	the	best	fit	for	you.	Course	Structure	Understanding	the	structure	of	the	program	is	also	crucial	in	determining	how	long	a	master’s	degree	will	take.	Taught	master’s	programs
typically	include	a	combination	of	lectures,	seminars,	and	independent	study,	culminating	in	a	dissertation	or	project.	The	timeline	can	be	divided	as	follows:	Coursework:	This	usually	accounts	for	the	first	two	terms	of	the	academic	year,	where	students	complete	required	modules.	Dissertation/Project:	The	final	term	is	often	dedicated	to	a	major
research	project	or	dissertation,	which	can	take	several	months	to	complete.	For	programs	that	have	more	intensive	research	components,	such	as	some	research	master’s	programs,	the	dissertation	may	represent	a	significant	portion	of	the	time	spent	on	the	degree.	Accelerated	Options	Some	universities	offer	accelerated	master’s	programs	which
can	be	completed	in	less	than	a	year.	These	programs	often	require	students	to	engage	in	an	intensive	study	schedule,	immersing	themselves	in	coursework	and	research	in	a	condensed	timeframe.	However,	this	option	may	not	be	suitable	for	everyone,	particularly	those	balancing	work	or	other	commitments.	Conclusion	When	considering	a	master’s
program	in	the	UK,	understanding	the	duration	is	an	essential	aspect	of	the	decision-making	process.	With	most	taught	master’s	programs	designed	to	be	completed	in	one	year	full-time,	and	research	programs	potentially	taking	longer,	it’s	important	to	choose	a	path	that	aligns	with	your	goals	and	lifestyle.	Be	sure	to	weigh	the	benefits	of	full-time
and	part-time	study,	as	well	as	the	structure	of	the	program	you	select,	to	ensure	a	successful	academic	experience.	Ultimately,	planning	ahead	will	help	you	optimize	your	time	and	resources	during	your	master’s	journey.	Can't	find	what	you're	looking	for?	Thanks	for	your	feedback!	When	considering	advanced	education,	many	prospective	students
find	themselves	contemplating	the	master’s	degree	duration	in	the	UK.	This	is	an	important	aspect	to	understand,	as	it	not	only	influences	your	academic	journey	but	also	your	career	trajectory	and	personal	life.	In	the	UK,	postgraduate	study	has	various	formats,	and	the	length	of	time	it	takes	to	complete	a	master’s	degree	can	vary	significantly	based
on	numerous	factors.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	typical	durations,	full-time	versus	part-time	options,	and	how	UK	universities	structure	their	academic	calendars.	Understanding	Master’s	Degree	Duration	in	the	UK	Generally,	a	master’s	degree	in	the	UK	takes	between	one	to	two	years	to	complete.	The	duration	largely	depends	on	whether	you
choose	to	study	full-time	or	part-time.	Full-time	students	usually	finish	their	degree	in	one	year,	while	part-time	students	may	take	two	to	four	years.	Here’s	a	more	detailed	breakdown:	Full-time	Master’s	Programs:	Most	full-time	master’s	courses	require	one	year	of	study,	which	includes	lectures,	seminars,	and	research	work.	This	is	the	most
common	route	for	international	students	who	wish	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	UK	higher	education	experience.	Part-time	Master’s	Programs:	Part-time	study	is	designed	for	those	who	may	be	working	or	have	other	commitments.	These	programs	typically	span	two	years	or	more,	allowing	students	to	balance	their	studies	with	personal	and
professional	responsibilities.	Full-Time	vs.	Part-Time	Study	Choosing	between	full-time	and	part-time	study	is	a	pivotal	decision	that	can	affect	your	degree	completion	timeline.	Here	are	some	considerations	for	each	option:	Full-Time	Study	Immersive	Experience:	Full-time	students	often	engage	more	deeply	with	their	subject	matter	and	have	greater
access	to	university	resources.	Networking	Opportunities:	Being	on	campus	full-time	facilitates	networking	with	peers,	faculty,	and	industry	professionals.	Access	to	Support	Services:	Full-time	students	typically	have	better	access	to	academic	advising,	career	services,	and	extracurricular	activities.	Part-Time	Study	Flexibility:	Part-time	study	allows
for	a	more	flexible	schedule,	making	it	ideal	for	working	professionals.	Work-Life	Balance:	Students	can	maintain	their	jobs,	reducing	financial	pressure	while	studying.	Gradual	Learning:	A	slower	pace	can	provide	more	time	to	absorb	and	reflect	on	the	material.	UK	Universities	and	Their	Academic	Calendars	UK	universities	typically	operate	on	a
three-term	academic	calendar,	which	consists	of	the	following:	Autumn	Term:	Usually	begins	in	late	September	and	lasts	until	mid-December.	Spring	Term:	Starts	in	early	January	and	continues	until	late	March	or	early	April.	Summer	Term:	Runs	from	late	April	to	mid-June,	often	dedicated	to	dissertation	writing	and	final	assessments.	Understanding
the	academic	calendar	is	crucial	for	planning	your	study	options.	Many	universities	also	offer	flexible	start	dates,	particularly	for	part-time	students,	allowing	you	to	commence	your	studies	at	a	time	that	suits	you	best.	Choosing	the	Right	Study	Option	The	decision	on	how	long	to	take	for	your	master’s	degree	should	align	with	your	personal
circumstances,	career	goals,	and	learning	preferences.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	choose:	Assess	Your	Commitments:	Consider	your	current	job,	family	obligations,	and	financial	situation.	If	you	have	significant	responsibilities,	part-time	study	might	be	more	suitable.	Evaluate	Your	Learning	Style:	Some	students	thrive	in	a	fast-paced,	full-time
environment,	while	others	may	benefit	from	the	gradual	approach	of	part-time	study.	Research	University	Options:	Look	into	various	UK	universities	and	their	specific	programs.	Each	institution	has	its	own	strengths,	faculty,	and	resources	that	can	enhance	your	learning	experience.	For	more	information	on	universities	offering	master’s	programs,
you	can	visit	UCAS.	FAQs	About	Master’s	Degree	Duration	in	the	UK	1.	How	long	does	it	take	to	complete	a	master’s	degree	in	the	UK?	Typically,	a	master’s	degree	takes	one	year	for	full-time	study	and	two	to	four	years	for	part-time	study.	2.	Can	I	study	a	master’s	degree	part-time	while	working?	Yes,	many	universities	offer	part-time	programs	that
allow	you	to	balance	work	and	study	effectively.	3.	Are	there	any	accelerated	master’s	programs	in	the	UK?	Some	universities	offer	accelerated	programs	that	can	be	completed	in	as	little	as	six	to	nine	months,	typically	for	students	with	relevant	background	knowledge	or	experience.	4.	What	is	the	academic	calendar	for	UK	universities?	UK
universities	generally	follow	a	three-term	academic	calendar:	Autumn,	Spring,	and	Summer	terms.	5.	Can	I	switch	from	part-time	to	full-time	study?	Many	universities	allow	students	to	switch	between	part-time	and	full-time	study,	but	this	may	depend	on	the	specific	program	and	university	policies.	6.	How	can	I	finance	my	master’s	degree	in	the	UK?
Options	for	financing	include	student	loans,	scholarships,	and	part-time	work.	Research	available	funding	opportunities	through	your	chosen	university.	Conclusion	Deciding	on	the	master’s	degree	duration	in	the	UK	involves	careful	consideration	of	your	personal	circumstances	and	professional	aspirations.	Whether	you	opt	for	a	full-time	or	part-time
program,	the	journey	through	postgraduate	study	can	be	enriching	and	transformative.	By	understanding	your	options	and	the	structure	of	UK	higher	education,	you	can	make	informed	decisions	that	pave	the	way	for	your	academic	and	career	success.	Remember	to	research	thoroughly	and	reach	out	to	universities	for	guidance	tailored	to	your
needs.	Your	future	is	bright,	and	pursuing	a	master’s	degree	is	a	significant	step	toward	achieving	your	goals.	This	article	is	in	the	category	People	and	Society	and	created	by	UK	Team


