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Broken	teeth	are	common	in	dogs	and	can	range	in	severity.	Treatment	options	for	a	fractured	tooth	vary	depending	on	the	severity	of	the	break.	Read	on	if	you	have	ever	wondered:	How	did	my	dog	get	a	tooth	fracture?	What	are	the	treatment	options	for	my	dog’s	broken	tooth?	Does	my	dog’s	broken	tooth	need	to	be	treated?	Can	broken	dog	teeth
be	prevented?	While	monitoring	may	be	sufficient	for	a	minor	chipped	tooth,	treatments	for	more	serious	tooth	fractures	can	include	pulling	the	entire	tooth,	root	canal	therapy,	and	vital	pulp	therapy,	among	others.	Not	all	treatment	options	work	for	every	type	of	tooth	fracture,	and	some	therapies	are	much	more	expensive	than	others,	especially	if	a
dental	specialist	is	needed.	How	do	dogs	break	teeth?	Chipped	or	broken	teeth	and	other	types	of	dental	fractures	are	common	in	dogs	and	can	occur	in	many	ways.	The	most	common	causes	of	fractured	teeth	are:	Biting	or	chewing	on	hard	items	Trauma	such	as	car	accidents	Disease	that	weakens	teeth	The	most	common	cause	of	tooth	fractures	in
dogs	is	biting	or	chewing	on	something	hard.	Pet	parents	often	give	their	dogs	hard	things	to	chew	in	an	effort	to	prevent	the	plaque	and	tartar	buildup	that	lead	to	periodontal	disease.	Hard	chews	that	can	fracture	teeth	may	lead	to	more	dental	problems	than	they	solve.	Dental	enamel	is	hard	and	strong,	but	an	encounter	with	any	hard	object,
whether	that’s	a	bone,	dental	chew,	or	a	car,	has	the	potential	to	break	teeth.	Diseases	such	as	cancer	or	developmental	issues	with	the	teeth	can	also	cause	weakened	tooth	enamel.	Incisors	are	the	most	common	teeth	that	break	in	dogs,	but	any	tooth	can	fracture.	How	does	a	vet	diagnose	and	treat	a	dog’s	fractured	tooth?	It’s	uncommon	for	a
broken	tooth	to	cause	outward	symptoms	or	health	issues.	Often,	a	broken	tooth	is	noticed	by	pet	parents	when	brushing	a	dog’s	teeth	or	by	a	veterinarian	during	a	routine	oral	examination	or	dental	cleaning.	An	X-ray	under	anesthesia	is	necessary	to	see	the	extent	of	the	damage	caused	by	the	fracture.	Treatment	for	broken	teeth	depends	on	the
tooth	and	the	severity	of	the	fracture.	A	general-practice	veterinarian	is	likely	able	to	extract	broken	teeth	and	seal	small	chips.	However,	a	board-certified	veterinary	dentist	may	be	needed	for	more	complex	treatments	such	as	root	canals,	dental	caps,	and	vital	pulp	therapy.	Monitor	the	tooth	closely	Small	chips	and	uncomplicated	crown	fractures
that	do	not	reach	the	tooth’s	pulp	chamber	may	not	need	treatment.	A	veterinarian	may	advise	a	dog	owner	to	monitor	their	dog	closely	for	signs	of	pain,	tooth	sensitivity,	or	visual	changes	to	the	damaged	tooth.	If	symptoms	develop,	another	treatment	route	is	needed.	Bonded	restoration	Dental	composite	material	mimics	a	tooth’s	color	and	strength.
It	is	used	to	seal	cracks	and	chips	to	help	protect	the	tooth’s	structure.	Bonded	restoration	is	an	option	for	uncomplicated	fractures	where	the	break	does	not	result	in	pulp	exposure.	Tooth	extraction	Removing	the	damaged	tooth	is	the	most	common	treatment	for	complicated	fractures	that	expose	the	tooth	pulp.	Extraction	is	also	used	to	remove
teeth	that	have	been	loosened	by	trauma	or	disease.	In	untreated,	complicated	fractures,	oral	bacteria	can	enter	the	pulp	cavity	and	lead	to	tooth-root	infections.	These	kinds	of	fractures	are	also	painful,	and	extraction	both	relieves	the	pain	and	lessens	the	chance	of	infection.	Extractions	are	often	more	affordable	than	other	treatment	options	for
complicated	fractures.	Root	canal	therapy	If	a	tooth	needs	to	be	preserved	after	a	dental	fracture,	root	canal	therapy	may	be	an	option.	These	treatments	are	most	often	used	for	working	dogs	who	rely	on	strong	teeth	to	do	their	jobs	and	sometimes	for	puppies	to	help	preserve	their	new	teeth.	In	root	canal	treatments,	the	tooth’s	interior	pulp	is
removed		and	the	chamber	is	then	filled	with	a	sealant.	This	option	allows	a	dog	to	retain	the	affected	teeth.	Vital	pulp	therapy	Similar	to	root	canals,	vital	pulp	therapy	removes	the	pulp	from	the	inside	of	the	tooth.	However,	only	the	affected	pulp	is	removed,	leaving	behind	as	much	healthy	tooth	pulp	as	possible	and	keeping	the	tooth	alive.	The	tooth
is	then	sealed	and	capped	to	prevent	bacteria	from	entering	the	interior	of	the	tooth.	Vital	pulp	therapy	is	not	always	an	option	for	complicated	fractures,	especially	those	that	are	not	caught	within	48	hours.	Dental	caps	or	crown	restoration	Titanium	dental	caps	can	be	placed	over	incisors	or	crowns	to	help	preserve	the	teeth.	These	are	most	often
used	in	working	dogs.	The	caps	are	created	to	sit	over	the	affected	tooth,	protecting	it	from	further	damage	and	allowing	the	dog	to	keep	their	tooth.	Why	does	a	dog’s	broken	tooth	need	to	be	treated?	Broken	teeth	in	dogs	can	lead	to	serious	infections	by	exposing	tooth	dentin	and	roots	to	oral	bacteria.	In	addition,	exposed	dental	pulp	is	extremely
sensitive	and	can	cause	oral	pain,	affecting	a	dog’s	well-being.	Infections	usually	lead	to	tooth	root	abscesses,	which	are	even	more	painful	and	destructive	to	the	surrounding	tissue.	Can	I	help	my	dog’s	tooth	fracture	at	home?	If	you	notice	your	dog	has	a	broken	tooth	at	home,	contact	your	veterinarian.	“Treatment	options	for	your	dog’s	broken	teeth
vary	depending	on	the	severity	of	the	fracture,	and	range	from	monitoring	at	home	to	in-clinic	extractions	or	a	root	canal,”	explains	Vetster	veterinarian	Dr.	Jo	Myers.	Dental	fractures	that	cause	loose	slabs	on	the	tooth’s	crown	or	exposed	dentin	require	veterinary	treatment	because	they	can	be	very	painful	and	often	become	infected.	The	only	way	to
see	the	extent	of	the	damage	from	a	dental	break	is	through	dental	X-rays	rather	than	relying	on	a	dog’s	symptoms.	Most	dogs	with	broken	teeth	show	few	if	any	symptoms.	How	do	I	know	if	my	dog	broke	a	tooth?	Dogs	typically	show	no	signs	of	pain	or	other	symptoms	of	a	dental	fracture.	Often,	the	only	indication	of	a	broken	tooth	is	seeing	the
fracture	while	brushing	your	dog’s	teeth	or	during	a	physical	exam	with	a	vet.	If	your	dog	does	show	symptoms,	they	can	include:	Most	dogs	do	not	refuse	a	meal	or	treats	even	when	they	have	dental	pain,	so	appetite	level	is	not	a	good	indicator	of	a	dental	issue.	If	a	dental	fracture	goes	unnoticed,	it	may	form	an	abscess.	A	tooth	root	abscess	often
causes	a	swollen,	scabby	sore	on	a	dog’s	cheek	under	the	eye.	Can	I	prevent	my	dog	from	breaking	teeth?	Tooth	chips	and	fractures	are	common	in	dogs,	but	there	are	a	few	ways	pet	owners	can	help	prevent	them.	Biting	and	chewing	on	hard	treats	and	toys	is	the	most	common	cause	of	dental	fractures	in	dogs,	especially	in	aggressive	chewers.	It’s
best	to	avoid	giving	dogs	antlers,	bones,	hooves,	indestructible	toys,	nylon	bones,	and	ice	cubes	to	chew	on.	Offer	treats	and	chew	toys	with	the	Veterinary	Oral	Health	Council	seal	of	acceptance	to	ensure	you’re	purchasing	a	product	that’s	been	proven	to	be	safe	and	effective.	No	matter	what	type	of	dental	chews,	toys,	or	treats	you	give	your	dog,
always	monitor	your	pet	while	they’re	chewing	on	something	hard.	Any	toy	or	chew	may	cause	problems,	ranging	from	an	upset	stomach	to	broken	teeth	or	even	a	bowel	obstruction,	so	it’s	best	to	watch	your	dog	closely.	This	is	especially	important	when	trying	a	new	chew	or	when	your	dog	has	fractures,	especially	for	aggressive	chewers	and	dogs
with	weakened	teeth.	If	you	have	questions	about	your	dog’s	dental	health,	you	can	book	a	virtual	vet	appointment	with	a	Vetster	veterinarian	and	discuss	any	oral	issues	your	dog	may	have.	FAQ	-	What	should	I	do	if	my	dog	has	a	broken	tooth?	If	your	dog’s	tooth	breaks	or	you	notice	a	dental	fracture,	it’s	best	to	talk	to	a	veterinarian	right	away.
Dental	fractures	can	be	painful	and	can	also	lead	to	bacterial	infections	and	oral	abscesses.	Dental	X-rays	allow	a	vet	to	see	the	extent	of	the	damage	and	advise	you	on	recommended	treatments.	How	much	does	a	dog’s	broken	tooth	cost	to	treat?	The	cost	to	treat	fractured	teeth	in	dogs	can	range	dramatically	depending	on	the	type	of	treatment
needed.	Some	teeth	with	small	chips	do	not	need	further	dental	care,	while	dental	procedures	performed	by	board-certified	veterinary	dentists	for	severe	fractures,	such	as	pulp	therapy	and	root	canals,	can	cost	over	a	thousand	dollars.	It’s	best	to	talk	to	a	vet	to	learn	what	treatment	options	are	available	for	your	dog	based	on	your	budget	and	the
severity	of	the	fracture.	Is	a	broken	tooth	an	emergency	for	dogs?	Most	broken	teeth	in	dogs	are	not	emergencies,	but	are	best	treated	quickly	to	avoid	potential	infection	and	dental	pain.	In	addition,	some	dental	treatment	options	are	only	available	when	the	fracture	is	caught	quickly.	Can	I	give	my	dog	anything	for	tooth	pain?	If	your	dog	is	showing
signs	of	oral	pain,	talk	to	a	veterinarian	right	away.	Oral	pain	can	be	the	result	of	a	fractured	tooth	with	exposed	pulp,	periodontal	disease,	jaw	fractures,	and	other	dental	issues.	Pain	medication	will	only	mask	the	issue,	and	many	human	pain	medications	are	toxic	for	dogs.	Only	give	your	dog	pain	medication	when	directed	to	do	so	by	a	veterinarian.
Dogs	use	their	teeth	for	a	variety	of	purposes,	from	eating	to	playing.	Unfortunately,	accidents	can	happen,	and	a	dog	may	break	a	tooth.	Broken	teeth	are	a	serious	issue	for	dogs,	as	they	can	cause	pain	and	discomfort,	and	even	lead	to	infection	if	left	untreated.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	different	types	of	broken	teeth,	how	to	identify	if	your
dog	has	a	broken	tooth,	common	causes,	potential	risks,	first	aid	measures,	veterinary	care	options,	treatment	methods,	aftercare	tips,	and	preventative	measures.	Types	of	broken	teeth	There	are	several	types	of	broken	teeth	that	dogs	can	experience.	These	include	enamel	fractures,	which	are	breaks	in	the	outer	layer	of	the	tooth;	uncomplicated
crown	fractures,	which	involve	a	break	in	the	enamel	and	dentin	layers	of	the	tooth;	complicated	crown	fractures,	which	involve	damage	to	the	pulp	or	nerve	of	the	tooth;	and	root	fractures,	which	involve	a	break	in	the	tooth	root.	The	severity	of	the	fracture	will	determine	the	necessary	treatment	options.	Symptoms	If	your	dog	has	a	broken	tooth,	you
may	notice	a	variety	of	symptoms.	These	can	include	bleeding	from	the	mouth,	difficulty	eating	or	chewing,	excessive	drooling,	bad	breath,	swollen	gums,	and	sensitivity	to	touch	around	the	mouth.	Your	dog	may	also	paw	at	their	mouth	or	avoid	certain	types	of	food.	It	is	important	to	note	that	some	dogs	may	not	show	any	symptoms	at	all,	which	is
why	regular	dental	check-ups	are	important	for	maintaining	your	pet’s	oral	health.	1	Inspect	your	dog's	mouth	regularly.	In	order	to	find	broken	teeth,	or	other	dental	problems,	you	should	inspect	your	dog's	mouth	regularly.	This	means	looking	at	the	state	of	its	teeth,	gums,	and	other	oral	tissues.	The	easiest	time	to	do	this	is	while	you	brush	your
dog's	teeth,	which	should	be	done	every	day	if	possible.	Regular	inspection	will	allow	you	to	understand	what	your	dog's	teeth	look	like	when	they	are	in	good	shape,	so	that	you	can	more	easily	identify	problems.	The	best	time	to	get	an	understanding	of	what	they	look	like	when	they	are	in	good	shape	is	right	after	a	veterinary	dental	cleaning.	Dog's
mouths	are	rarely	perfect.	Understand	what	normal	is	for	your	particular	dog.	For	example,	dogs'	gums	are	usually	pink	but	some	dogs	have	gums	with	pigment	in	them,	which	means	they	are	spotted	with	brown	areas.	This	is	perfectly	normal	but	you	need	to	be	aware	of	this	so	that	you	do	not	think	these	areas	represent	a	problem.	You	may	need	to
gradually	acclimate	your	dog	to	dental	care,	including	to	allowing	you	to	inspect	its	teeth.	Take	the	process	slowly	and	don't	assume	that	your	dog	will	automatically	let	you	look	all	around	its	mouth.	2	Look	for	signs	of	infection	in	the	mouth.	If	your	dog	has	a	broken	tooth	that	goes	untreated,	it	can	become	infected.[1]	Particularly,	a	tooth	that	is
broken	below	the	gum	line	can	easily	get	infected	if	bacteria	enters	the	area.	Signs	of	infection	in	the	mouth	include	discharge,	really	bad	breath,	bleeding	gums,	and	swollen	gums.	3	Identify	swelling	around	the	mouth	and	jaw.	If	the	tooth	or	jaw	has	become	infected,	there	may	be	external	symptoms	you	can	spot.	These	can	include	swelling	around
the	mouth	and	jaw	and	warmness	around	that	swelling.	These	are	symptoms	of	a	serious	problem	that	needs	to	be	treated	immediately.	Your	dog	may	have	an	infected	tooth	and	not	get	these	symptoms.	Every	dog,	and	every	infection,	is	different,	and	thus	the	way	an	infection	advances	will	vary.	4	Pay	attention	to	signs	of	dental	pain.	An	infection
inside	of	the	mouth	will	cause	the	dog	to	be	in	pain.	Signs	that	your	dog	is	in	pain	include	excessive	drooling,	tenderness	of	the	face,	depression	or	fearfulness,	and	hesitation	to	eat	or	drink.	Many	dogs	will	not	show	specific	outward	signs	that	they	are	in	pain.	From	an	evolutionary	perspective,	showing	pain	indicated	weakness,	so	dogs	can	be	very
good	at	hiding	their	pain	at	all	cost.	1	Take	your	dog	to	its	veterinarian.	A	broken	tooth	should	be	assessed	by	a	veterinarian.	Whether	that	tooth	is	fractured	down	into	the	root	and	gums	or	the	break	doesn't	extend	down	into	the	gums,	a	veterinarian	will	be	able	to	assess	the	situation	and	figure	out	the	best	treatment	for	your	pet.	After	the
veterinarian	discusses	the	issue	with	your	and	looks	at	your	dog's	tooth,	he	or	she	is	likely	to	do	an	x-ray	to	see	if	the	root	and	gums	are	impacted	by	the	fracture.	Sometimes	a	broken	tooth	does	not	seem	like	a	big	deal	but	it	is	actually	causing	your	dog	a	lot	of	pain.	It's	best	to	get	the	tooth	checked	by	a	veterinarian	to	make	sure	that	the	tooth	isn't
causing	the	dog	pain	that	the	dog	is	masking.	If	your	dog	breaks	off	the	tip	of	its	tooth	the	dentin	of	that	tooth,	which	is	the	tooth	material	below	the	enamel,	will	be	exposed.	This	area	contains	a	lot	of	nerves,	so	your	dog	will	be	in	pain	if	this	area	is	exposed.	Additionally,	this	part	of	the	tooth	no	longer	has	protective	material	to	keep	cavities	at	bay.	2
Consult	with	a	veterinary	dentist.	If	your	regular	veterinarian	does	not	have	a	lot	of	experience	with	dentistry,	or	if	the	tooth	is	severely	infected	and	needs	invasive	treatment,	then	you	may	want	to	go	to	a	veterinary	dentist	for	treatment.	For	example,	a	veterinary	dentist	will	be	able	to	perform	dental	surgery	on	a	severely	fractured	and	infected
tooth.	Discuss	with	your	regular	veterinarian	whether	they	have	a	lot	of	experience	with	severe	dental	fractures.	If	they	do	not,	ask	for	a	referral	to	a	veterinary	dentist	in	your	area.	3	Discuss	the	option	of	sealing	the	tooth.	Depending	on	the	severity	of	the	break,	and	which	tooth	is	broken,	your	veterinary	dentist	may	give	your	several	options	for
treatment.	If	the	fracture	does	not	impact	the	gums	or	roots,	then	the	tooth	can	usually	just	be	sealed.	Sealing	a	tooth	is	usually	a	specialist	procedure,	so	you	will	want	to	have	it	performed	buy	a	veterinary	dentist.	They	should	x-ray	the	tooth	to	make	sure	it	is	still	alive	and	then,	if	it	is	alive,	apply	a	bonded	sealant	to	keep	out	bacteria	that	could	lead
to	decay	or	pain.	4	Consider	a	root	canal	for	a	tooth	that	is	fractured	below	the	gum	line.	Root	canals	can	be	used	to	save	fractured	teeth.	During	a	root	canal	the	infected	tissue	is	removed,	the	tooth	is	sealed,	and	the	area	is	medicated	to	keep	additional	infections	away.	This	procedure	allows	your	dog	to	keep	its	tooth	and	to	avoid	the	trauma	of
surgical	removal.	Your	dog	will	need	to	undergo	anesthesia	for	this	procedure.	With	dogs	that	are	younger	than	18	months	old	it	may	be	recommended	that	they	undergo	vital	pulp	therapy.	This	therapy	is	used	because	a	dog	under	18	months	old	does	not	have	enough	teeth	root	development	to	undergo	a	root	canal.	Vital	pulp	therapy	keeps	the	tooth
alive	long	enough	so	that	the	tooth	can	develop	enough	to	undergo	a	root	canal.[2]	5	Discuss	whether	tooth	extraction	is	required.	Tooth	extraction	is	likely	to	be	suggested	if	your	dog's	tooth	is	severely	fractured	and	infected.	Dog	teeth	have	very	large	roots,	so	teeth	extraction	can	be	an	invasive	and	serious	surgery	that	goes	deep	into	your	dog's
jaw.	Recovery	from	this	surgery	can	be	extensive	and	having	a	tooth	extracted	that	your	dog	uses	for	chewing	can	impact	its	ability	to	eat.	6	Give	your	dog	proper	aftercare.	Depending	on	the	treatment	that	your	dog	received,	recovery	and	aftercare	will	vary.	Be	sure	to	follow	your	veterinarian's	instructions	for	aftercare,	including	what	medications	to
give	your	dog	and	when	to	give	those	medications.	With	tooth	sealing	or	a	root	canal,	your	dog	will	most	likely	recover	very	quickly.	They	will	be	able	to	resume	eating	and	drinking	the	same	day	and	pain	should	be	minimal	afterwords.[3]	If	your	dog	underwent	anesthesia,	it	will	need	your	support	while	it	wakes	up	and	recovers.	Some	dogs	do	not
react	well	to	anesthesia,	so	it	may	throw	up	or	be	disoriented	for	quite	awhile.	If	your	dog	has	undergone	a	tooth	removal,	it	is	likely	to	have	the	hardest	and	longest	recovery.	Your	veterinarian	will	prescribe	your	dog	pain	killers	and	antibiotics	that	will	need	to	be	given	to	the	dog	on	a	regular	basis.	Additionally,	you	will	need	to	keep	an	eye	on	the
surgical	site	to	make	sure	that	the	wound	is	healing	well	and	not	getting	infected.	Ask	a	Question	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Pippa	Elliott,	MRCVS.	Dr.	Elliott,	BVMS,	MRCVS	is	a	veterinarian	with	over	30	years	of	experience	in	veterinary	surgery	and	companion	animal	practice.	She	graduated	from	the	University	of	Glasgow	in	1987	with	a
degree	in	veterinary	medicine	and	surgery.	She	has	worked	at	the	same	animal	clinic	in	her	hometown	for	over	20	years.	This	article	has	been	viewed	70,556	times.	Co-authors:	5	Updated:	May	3,	2025	Views:	70,556	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	70,556	times.	"My	bully	broke	his	lower	canine	tooth	and	the	answers	you
gave	to	other	people	was	perfect	all	my	questions	answered.	Thank	you."..."	more	An	ounce	of	prevention	is	worth	a	pound	of	cure	–	or,	when	it	comes	to	veterinary	dentistry,	a	pulled	tooth.	Dogs,	you	may	have	noticed,	love	to	chew	things.	It’s	a	good,	healthy	part	of	their	nature.	But	they’re	not	the	most	discriminatory,	and	that’s	where	pet	owners
must	come	in,	says	Dr.	Brittany	Sembler,	DVM.	“Dogs—whether	a	teacup	Chihuahua	or	a	Great	Dane—should	not	have	access	to	anything	that	you	cannot	bend	or	flex	by	hand,	or	put	an	indent	in	with	your	fingertip,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	The	reason,	she	notes,	is	that	a	dog’s	enamel	–	that	is,	the	hard	surface	of	a	tooth	–	is	much	thinner	than	ours.	“The
enamel	on	your	dog’s	teeth	is	about	10	percent	the	thickness	of	a	human’s,”	she	continues.	“So,	when	you	have	a	hard	structure	meeting	another	hard	structure,	something’s	gotta	give	–	and	it’s	usually	the	tooth.”	Dr.	Sembler	has	seen	her	share	of	broken	teeth.	The	Bucks	County	native	previously	worked	as	an	associate	veterinarian	with	the
Doylestown	Veterinary	Hospital	team	and	is	currently	in	her	third-year	residency	at	the	Animal	Dental	Center,	in	Towson,	Maryland.	While	she	says	fractures	can	happen	at	any	age	–	they	are	typically	seen	in	dogs	between	the	ages	of	3	and	5	years	old,	when	the	teeth	have	begun	to	lose	a	bit	of	their	elasticity.	For	that	reason,	veterinary	dentists	urge
against	products	like	Nylabones,	Yak	chews,	and	antlers	–	all	of	which	can	lead	to	fractures.	But	accidents	do	happen.	And	dogs	chew.	So,	it’s	best	to	know	the	signs	of	a	broken	tooth.	How	Do	I	Know	If	My	Dog	Has	a	Broken	Tooth?	A	tooth	fracture	is	not	always	100%	obvious,	depending	upon	its	severity.	But	there	are	a	few	things	to	keep	an	eye	on,
Dr.	Sembler	says.	If	your	dog	has	shifted	chewing	to	one	side	of	their	mouth,	it	typically	signifies	some	discomfort	is	present,	she	says.	A	sudden	aversion	to	playing	with	favored	chew	toys	is	also	a	huge	red	flag.	“We’ve	heard	owners	say,	‘My	dog	will	chew	on	a	toy	for	two	hours,	but	today	they	stopped	after	just	15	minutes.’”	As	always	–	you	know
your	dog	best.	Trust	your	instincts.	If	you	feel	something	is	off,	it	probably	is.	Pet	owners	who	are	diligent	about	brushing	their	dogs’	teeth	may	also	notice	additional	tartar	buildup	on	a	broken	tooth,	given	the	newly	rough	surface.	And	if	a	break	has	led	to	an	infection,	swelling	beneath	the	eye	may	also	be	evident,	Dr.	Sembler	says.	What	Should	I	Do
If	My	Dog	Breaks	a	Tooth?	If	you	suspect	your	dog	is	suffering	from	dental	pain	or	discomfort,	calling	your	primary	veterinarian	should	always	be	step	number	one.	“They’ll	need	to	assess	a	couple	of	things,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	“First,	they’ll	want	to	check	if	the	fracture	is	open	–	meaning,	the	pulp	is	exposed.	That’s	the	red,	spongy	structure	where	the
blood	vessels	and	nerves	are	based.	If	not,	your	dog	will	still	need	to	be	evaluated	–	but	it’s	a	little	less	complicated.”	Closed	fractures,	while	less	likely	to	become	infected,	should	be	radiographically	evaluated	under	anesthesia	in	a	few	months,	says	Dr.	Sembler.	“Approximately	25	percent	of	these	fractured	teeth	will	still	die	and	can	cause	issues,”
she	says.	Open	fractures	should	be	addressed	immediately,	she	adds,	otherwise,	the	opening	of	the	pulp	could	provide	a	pathway	to	infection,	pain,	and	discomfort.	From	there,	two	treatment	options	can	then	be	discussed.	Extractions	remove	the	problematic	tooth	in	its	entirety.	The	procedure	is	typically	swift	and	painless,	and	there	is	no	need	for
follow-up	once	the	tooth	has	been	removed.	Recovery	is	typically	a	soft	food	diet	and	two	weeks	of	rest	without	toys.	“Animals	usually	do	very	well	with	extractions,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	“There’s	also	no	drifting	of	the	teeth	like	humans	have,	and	there’s	no	collapsing	of	the	arch.	Your	dog	will	simply	shift	whatever	they	used	to	use	that	tooth	for	over	to
the	other	side.”	For	larger	extractions	–	like	canine	teeth	–	extra	care	may	be	needed,	due	to	the	sheer	size	of	the	tooth.	“If	a	dog	were	to	get	something	in	its	mouth,	they	risk	opening	up	the	extraction	–	and	then	they’d	need	to	be	put	under	again	to	fix	it,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	Root	canals,	she	notes,	are	a	second	treatment	option.	This	safe	and	trusted
procedure	–	the	same	one	used	for	humans	–	maintains	the	functionality	of	the	broken	tooth,	which	is	particularly	beneficial	for	a	dog’s	canine	teeth.	Recovery	is	also	much	quicker,	Dr.	Sembler	says,	with	dogs	returning	to	their	normal	lives	and	habits	within	a	few	days.	Follow-up	is	required	for	root	canals,	which	have	a	96%	success	rate.	“There’s
always	that	four	percent	that	requires	a	little	bit	more	evaluation,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	One	Last	Word	on	Prevention	Playing	games	with	our	dogs	is	great—for	them,	and	us.	But	there’s	one	in	particular	that	could	have	some	unintended	consequences.	“I	would	advise	against	human-on-animal	tug-of-war,	just	because	the	pulling	motion	can	kill	a	dog’s
teeth,”	Dr.	Sembler	says.	“If	you	ever	notice	that	one	of	your	dog’s	teeth	is	discolored	–	if	it	looks	pink,	purple,	gray,	or	what	is	called	dead	white,	you	should	get	some	imaging	done,	because	that	could	be	indicative	of	a	dead	tooth,	as	well,	which	would	be	treated	as	though	it	were	an	open	fracture.”	Aside	from	that,	the	right	toys,	the	right	food,	and
due	diligence	are	the	best	anyone	can	do.	Daily	brushing	is	your	dog’s	teeth’s	best	friend,	says	Dr.	Sembler.	“And	we	also	recommend	pets	get	an	anesthetic	cleaning	with	diagnostic	imaging	at	least	once	a	year.”	With	caring	parents	and	caring	veterinarians	at	their	side,	your	dog	will	have	a	big	reason	to	smile.	For	additional	information	on	canine
dentistry	and	beneficial	products,	Dr.	Sembler	recommends	resources	like	the	Veterinary	Oral	Health	Council	and	the	American	Veterinary	Dental	College.	Accidents	happen,	and	a	dog	broken	tooth	is	relatively	common.	Dogs	can	break	their	teeth	for	various	reasons,	including	chewing	hard	objects,	rough	play,	or	running	into	something.But	whether
your	dog	has	a	cracked	canine	tooth	or	a	molar	with	a	clear	break,	it’s	more	than	a	cosmetic	issue.	Broken	teeth	can	cause	pain,	infection,	and	difficulty	eating.	Dogs	often	hide	pain,	so	you	might	not	immediately	notice	a	problem.Here	are	the	signs	to	look	out	for,	what	to	do	next,	and	when	to	see	a	veterinarian.If	you’re	concerned	your	dog	broke	a
tooth,	watch	out	for	the	following	signs:	Bad	breath.		Dropping	food.	Swelling	around	the	jaw.	Bleeding	from	the	mouth.	Drooling	more	than	usual.	Reluctance	to	chew	on	one	side.	Pawing	at	the	face	or	rubbing	it	on	the	ground.	The	pointed	canine	teeth	at	the	front	of	your	dog’s	mouth	are	most	likely	to	break.	In	this	case,	you	might	notice	that	one	of
their	teeth	looks	shorter	or	has	a	noticeable	crack.Broken	teeth	are	typically	split	into	two	different	categories:	Uncomplicated	fractures:	These	expose	the	dentin	beneath	the	outer	enamel	layer	of	your	dog’s	tooth	but	don’t	expose	the	pulp	deeper	inside.	They	typically	cause	sensitivity	but	not	intense	pain.	Complicated	fractures:	These	fractures
expose	the	pulp	within	your	dog’s	tooth.	Complicated	fractures	can	be	very	painful	and	have	a	higher	risk	of	infection.		If	you’re	concerned	your	dog	may	have	broken	a	tooth,	see	if	they’ll	let	you	take	a	closer	look.	Try	gently	pulling	back	their	lips	and	looking	for	signs	of	apparent	damage	or	swelling.	But	remember,	if	your	dog	is	in	pain,	they	may	not
want	to	open	their	mouth.	If	that’s	the	case,	it’s	best	to	take	them	for	an	examination	with	your	veterinarian.Fractured	or	broken	teeth	are	relatively	common	and	can	happen	for	various	reasons.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common:	Chewing	on	hard	objects:	Dogs	love	to	chew,	but	hard	items	like	bones,	sticks,	antlers,	or	ice	cubes	can	sometimes
crack	their	teeth.		Trauma	or	accidents:	Being	hit	by	a	car,	running	into	objects,	or	playing	too	rough	with	other	dogs	can	all	lead	to	broken	teeth.		Tooth	decay	or	weak	enamel:	Pre-existing	medical	conditions	may	make	teeth	more	fragile.		Excessive	chewing:	Some	dogs	chew	more	aggressively	than	others	or	chew	on	inappropriate	objects	like
furniture	or	household	items,	which	can	put	additional	pressure	on	their	teeth.	If	you	think	your	dog	has	broken	a	tooth,	here’s	your	step-by-step	guide	for	what	to	do	next:Depending	on	the	severity	of	the	break,	your	dog	may	be	in	pain	but	not	show	it.	Staying	calm	can	help	you	assess	the	situation	while	deciding	what	to	do	next.	Look	for	bleeding,
swelling,	cracked	teeth,	or	exposed	pulp.	Don’t	touch	the	broken	tooth	directly,	which	may	cause	additional	pain	or	damage.	To	avoid	further	damage,	remove	any	hard	chew	toys	and	other	items	that	may	cause	more	damage.	If	possible,	switch	to	soft	dog	food	to	prevent	additional	pressure	on	your	dog’s	tooth.	When	speaking	with	your	vet	clinic,
describe	the	severity	of	the	break	and	follow	their	recommendations	for	what	to	do	next.	If	a	dog	broken	tooth	occurs	outside	regular	office	hours,	visiting	an	emergency	clinic	is	a	good	idea.	Depending	on	the	severity	of	your	dog’s	broken	tooth,	your	vet	may	prescribe	pain	relief	medication	like	Gabapentin	or	tramadol.	Never	give	your	dog	human
pain	meds,	as	these	can	be	toxic	to	dogs.	Is	a	broken	dog	tooth	an	emergency?	Dogs	are	often	good	at	hiding	pain,	so	scheduling	a	vet	visit	is	always	a	good	idea	if	you	think	your	dog	has	broken	a	tooth.	They’ll	be	able	to	closely	examine	your	dog’s	tooth	and	determine	what	kind	of	treatment	they	need.	Some	broken	teeth	require	urgent	care,	while
others	can	wait	a	little	longer.	Here’s	how	to	decide:Urgent	vet	care	requiredNon-emergency	casesSigns	of	severe	painEating	and	drinking	as	usualBleeding	from	the	toothNo	bleeding	or	swellingSigns	of	visible	infectionBehaving	normallySwelling	around	the	jaw	or	faceRefusing	food	or	avoiding	chewingFor	non-emergency	cases,	for	example,	if	your
dog	chipped	a	tooth	and	you	can	only	see	a	small	crack,	it’s	still	a	good	idea	to	schedule	a	checkup	as	soon	as	possible.	Your	veterinarian	can	check	for	any	hidden	damage	that	may	require	treatment	and	prescribe	pain	medication	if	needed.	These	are	typically	prescribed	to	prevent	infection	and	manage	discomfort	of	a	dog	broken	tooth.The
treatment	for	broken	teeth	in	dogs	depends	on	the	severity	of	the	fracture	and	which	tooth	is	affected.	Often,	procedures	like	extraction	can	be	carried	out	by	your	regular	vet,	but	some	treatments	like	root	canals	may	need	to	be	performed	by	a	veterinary	dentist.	Dog	tooth	extraction	is	the	most	common	treatment	for	complicated	fractures	involving
significant	damage	or	infection.	Your	dog	will	be	anesthetized	for	surgery	to	remove	the	entire	tooth.	After	the	procedure,	your	dog	will	usually	be	prescribed	painkillers	and	antibiotics	and	should	be	back	to	normal	in	a	few	days.	This	is	a	less	invasive	option	for	saving	a	broken	tooth	when	the	pulp	is	exposed.	Under	anesthesia,	all	the	pulp	inside	the
tooth	is	removed	before	it’s	filled	and	sealed.	Because	it’s	a	complex	and	expensive	option,	it’s	rarely	recommended.		Dental	bonding	involves	applying	resin	to	the	damaged	tooth	for	minor	fractures.	For	larger	cracks	or	fractures,	crowns	can	be	placed	over	the	damaged	area.	Sometimes,	there’s	nothing	you	can	do	to	prevent	a	broken	tooth.	But
there	are	steps	you	can	take	to	minimize	the	chance	of	dental	injuries	in	some	situations:	Chewing	on	hard	objects:	Switching	to	softer	chew	toys	or	dental	chews	means	your	dog	can	still	enjoy	the	sensation	of	chewing	while	being	gentler	on	their	teeth.		Trauma	or	accidents:	Minimize	risks	as	much	as	possible,	for	example,	supervising	playtime,
ensuring	your	yard	is	secure,	and	using	a	car-safe	harness	or	crate	during	travel.		Tooth	decay	or	weak	enamel:	Brushing	your	dog’s	teeth	as	much	as	possible	can	help	prevent	tooth	decay,	while	regular	dental	cleanings	help	keep	your	dog’s	teeth	in	the	best	possible	condition.		Excessive	chewing:	Try	redirecting	your	dog’s	chewing	to	safe
alternatives,	and	reduce	boredom	by	making	sure	your	dog	has	enough	mental	and	physical	stimulation.	Sometimes,	broken	teeth	can’t	be	avoided.	But	prompt	treatment	can	help	reduce	pain	and	ensure	your	dog’s	tooth	doesn’t	become	infected.	In	other	cases,	you	can	take	steps	to	reduce	the	chance	of	your	dog	breaking	a	tooth,	for	example,
switching	to	softer	chew	toys	rather	than	allowing	your	dog	to	chew	on	bones.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	regularly	check	your	dog’s	teeth	so	you	can	pick	up	on	any	issues	as	soon	as	possible	and	make	sure	they	get	appropriate	treatment.	Images	from	Photo	by	Jonathan	Daniels	on	Unsplash	and	Photo	by	gotdaflow	on	Unsplash	Has	your	best	buddy
broken	or	chipped	one	of	his	pearly	whites?	Many	dogs	suffer	from	broken	teeth	from	time	to	time,	and	while	a	broken	tooth	isn’t	the	end	of	the	world,	it	is	an	issue	that	requires	assistance	from	your	veterinarian.		But	don’t	worry	—	we’ll	explain	everything	you	need	to	know	to	get	Spot’s	smile	back	and	provide	some	tips	for	avoiding	similar	issues	in
the	future.		Dogs	who	suffer	broken	or	chipped	teeth	require	prompt	veterinary	care.	Usually,	care	can	wait	until	the	morning,	but	there	are	cases	in	which	you’ll	want	to	just	jump	in	the	car	and	head	over	to	the	animal	emergency	room.	Your	vet	can	likely	repair	the	tooth	in	one	of	several	ways,	depending	on	the	nature	and	extent	of	the	damage
suffered.	However,	in	some	cases,	tooth	extraction	becomes	necessary.	As	is	always	the	case,	prevention	is	better	than	treatment,	so	we	share	a	few	ways	to	help	avoid	broken	teeth.	For	example,	you’ll	want	to	prevent	your	dog	from	chewing	on	hard	things,	such	as	bones.	Need	to	speak	with	a	veterinarian	right	away?	If	your	dog	has	suffered	a
broken	tooth	—	or	any	other	medical	problem	—	you’ll	want	to	speak	with	a	veterinarian	as	soon	as	possible.	Fortunately,	Pawp	provides	a	way	to	touch	base	with	a	vet	right	now!	For	a	monthly	fee	of	only	$24,	you’ll	get	unlimited	veterinary	consultations	via	video	chat	or	text.	Best	of	all,	Pawp	will	cover	up	to	$3,000	in	emergency	veterinary	care	each
year.	Check	out	Pawp	and	see	if	it	is	right	for	you	and	your	dog!	You	can	even	try	the	program	out	if	you	like,	by	claiming	your	free	7-day	trial!		Seeing	your	dog	break	his	tooth	can	be	incredibly	alarming.	That	being	said,	it	doesn’t	necessarily	warrant	an	immediate	emergency	trip	to	the	animal	hospital.		In	other	words,	you	usually	don’t	have	to	drop
everything	in	the	middle	of	the	night	and	head	over	to	the	pet	hospital,	though	you	do	want	your	furry	friend	seen	by	a	veterinarian	within	24	hours	or	so.	And	in	most	cases,	your	vet	will	be	able	to	help	your	furry	friend	feel	better	and	repair	the	damage.			However,	there	is	one	caveat	to	this:	If	you	can	see	the	pulp	of	your	dog’s	tooth	or	it	appears
infected,	you	will	want	to	hop	in	the	car	and	head	right	over	to	the	emergency	vet.	This	kind	of	tooth	issue	can	be	incredibly	painful	for	your	dog,	so	you’ll	need	to	give	your	dog	something	for	pain	relief	and	get	dental	care	immediately.		Aside	from	the	pain	it’s	likely	to	cause,	exposed	pulp	or	roots	become	susceptible	to	infection	(no	matter	how	clean
your	dog’s	mouth	is).	And	this	can	cause	more	problems	over	time,	and	potentially	lead	to	systemic	illness	or	a	tooth	root	abscess.		Hence,	time	is	of	the	essence	with	these	types	of	teeth	fractures.		Pet-Care	Pro	Tip:	Trust	Your	Instincts!	While	you	can	sometimes	wait	until	the	next	day	to	visit	the	vet	for	a	broken	tooth,	it	is	always	important	to
remember	that	tooth	pain	can	be	maddening.	And	because	you	don’t	want	your	four-footed	friend	to	have	to	endure	that	kind	of	pain	for	hours	and	hours,	you	should	always	trust	your	instincts.	You	know	your	dog	better	than	anyone	else,	so	if	you	think	your	pet	is	really	suffering,	just	go	ahead	and	hop	in	the	car.	Fractured	teeth	can,	unfortunately,	be
fairly	common	for	our	furry	friends,	and	they	usually	stem	from	two	main	sources:	External	Trauma:	Such	as	running	into	something	or	getting	hit	by	an	external	object.		Rough	Play:	Playing	tug	of	war	or	similar	types	of	games	may	cause	your	dog	to	suffer	a	broken	tooth.		Chewing	Hard	Items:	Your	dog	can	also	break	teeth	from	chewing	on	hard
objects	like	rocks,	sticks,	bones,	fake	bones	(like	Nylabones),	or	other	non-bending	chew	toys.	It’s	most	common	for	dogs	to	chip	their	fang-like	canine	teeth	or	the	large	cheek	teeth	in	the	back	of	the	mouth	(called	the	fourth	maxillary	premolars).		the	Importance	of	Regular	Dental	Care	It	is	vital	that	you	brush	your	dog’s	teeth	regularly	(several	times
per	week)	with	a	good	canine	toothpaste,	so	that	you	can	keep	your	dog’s	teeth	healthy	and	plaque-free.	Tooth-brushing	time	also	provides	you	with	the	chance	to	inspect	your	dog’s	teeth,	which	will	help	you	notice	any	broken	or	chipped	teeth	as	soon	as	possible.	Sometimes,	you	may	not	know	when	your	dog	broke	a	tooth	or	realize	it’s	happened	at
all.	So,	always	keep	a	lookout	for	these	signs:	Dropping	food	from	the	mouth	while	eating	Refusing	treats	or	toys	Avoiding	your	hand	when	you	try	to	touch	his	face	Pawing	at	the	mouth	Enlarged	lymph	nodes	Excessive	drooling	Chewing	on	one	side	of	the	mouth	Wincing	when	chewing	Yelping	or	producing	other	vocalizations	when	biting	into
something	Grinding	or	chattering	his	teeth	Facial	swelling	When	in	doubt,	take	your	pooch	to	your	vet	for	an	examination.	You’ll	also	need	to	stay	up	to	date	on	regular	dental	exams	by	your	veterinarian	to	help	keep	your	dog	in	tip-top	shape.	Broken	teeth	are	treated	in	a	number	of	ways	depending	on	the	situation.	Just	note	that	regardless	of	the
severity	of	the	fracture,	broken	teeth	always	need	some	sort	of	treatment	since	untreated	teeth	can	become	more	sensitive,	painful,	or	prone	to	infection	over	time.			Here	are	the	most	common	ways	in	your	veterinarian	may	address	broken	teeth:	Root	Canal	Therapy	—	This	method	is	often	necessary	if	your	dog	has	an	exposed	nerve.	During	this
procedure,	instruments	are	used	to	disinfect	and	clean	the	tooth,	and	then	remove	any	diseased	tissue	present.	The	resulting	hole	is	then	filled	to	prevent	future	bacterial	contamination	and	restore	proper	function.	Depending	on	the	case,	your	dog	may	receive	a	synthetic	crown	to	protect	his	teeth	following	the	treatment.		Tooth	Extraction		—	This
procedure	requires	oral	surgery	to	remove	the	affected	teeth	from	your	mutt’s	mouth.	Most	veterinarians	will	avoid	extracting	teeth	that	are	fractured	but	otherwise	healthy,	but	this	may	be	necessary	in	serious	cases.		Vital	Pulp	Therapy	—	If	you	have	a	younger	dog	under	18	months	of	age,	he	may	be	eligible	for	this	treatment	that	aims	to	preserve
tooth	structure.	This	treatment	keeps	the	affected	tooth	alive	by	eliminating	a	layer	of	surface	bacteria	and	any	inflamed	tissue	present.	The	tooth	is	then	covered	in	a	medicated	dressing	and	a	protective	dental	composite	to	promote	healing.	While	this	procedure	is	successful	under	most	circumstances,	your	dog	will	require	an	additional	follow-up
exam	to	ensure	that	the	tooth	has	healed	properly.		Thankfully,	broken	teeth	usually	have	a	positive	prognosis	once	treated	properly	by	a	veterinarian.	Just	remember	that	the	earlier	you	can	have	your	pooch	seen	after	he	breaks	his	tooth,	the	better.		Veterinarians	vs	Veterinary	Dentists	It’s	important	to	note	that	while	all	“regular”	veterinarians
practice	dentistry,	they	rarely	specialize	in	the	practice.	Accordingly,	if	your	dog	needs	dental	care	exceeding	an	extraction	or	scale	and	polish,	he	or	she	will	likely	refer	you	to	a	vet	who	specializes	in	canine	dentistry.	You	may	want	to	speak	with	your	vet	about	switching	to	one	of	the	best	foods	for	dogs	with	bad	or	missing	teeth.	***	Buddy	breaking
his	tooth	can	be	alarming.	Thankfully,	this	issue	isn’t	a	cause	for	panic	as	long	as	you	get	your	furry	friend	the	veterinary	care	he	needs.		Has	your	pooch	ever	broken	a	tooth?	How	was	it	treated?	We’d	love	to	hear	all	about	it	in	the	comments	below!		Fractured	teeth	are	a	common	occurrence	in	dogs	and	can	result	from	external	trauma	(e.g.,	being	hit
by	a	car	or	an	object)	or	from	chewing	on	hard	objects	such	as	antlers,	bones,	or	other	hard,	non-bending	chew	toys.	The	most	frequently	broken	teeth	in	dogs	are	the	canine	(fang)	teeth	and	the	large,	upper,	pointy	cheek	teeth	in	the	back	of	the	mouth.	What	do	broken	teeth	look	like?Sometimes	the	fractured	tooth	results	in	a	chip	off	the	enamel
(hard,	mineralized	surface	of	teeth)	and	dentin	(bony	tissue	beneath	the	enamel),	and	other	times,	the	tooth	is	so	fractured	that	the	nerve	is	exposed	to	the	outside.	There	are	five	classifications	of	tooth	fractures	in	dogs:	Enamel	fracture.A	fracture	with	loss	of	crown	substance	confined	to	the	enamel.	Uncomplicated	crown	fracture.	A	fracture	of	the
crown	that	does	not	expose	the	pulp	(soft	tissue	forming	the	inner	structure	of	the	tooth	and	containing	nerves	and	blood	vessels).	Complicated	crown	fracture.	A	fracture	of	the	crown	that	exposes	the	pulp.	Uncomplicated	crown-root	fracture.	A	fracture	of	the	crown	and	root	that	does	not	expose	the	pulp.	Complicated	crown-root	fracture.	A	fracture
of	the	crown	and	root	that	exposes	the	pulp.	Root	fracture.	A	fracture	involving	the	root	of	the	tooth.	Are	broken	teeth	in	dogs	a	problem?Fractured	tooth	in	a	dog.Yes,	fractured	teeth	in	dogs	are	a	problem.	When	the	enamel	is	chipped,	exposing	the	dentin,	the	affected	tooth	becomes	sensitive	to	heat,	cold,	and	pressure.	It	is	far	worse	when	the	pulp
(nerve)	is	exposed.	The	inside	of	the	tooth	fills	with	infected	material	that	eventually	trickles	through	the	openings	in	the	tip	of	the	root	into	the	jaw.	Since	the	bacteria	have	a	secure	hiding	place	inside	the	root	canal,	the	body’s	immune	system	is	unable	to	clear	the	infection,	even	with	antibiotic	treatment.	In	time,	bacteria	exiting	the	tooth’s	apex	can
spread,	causing	local	tooth	pain	every	time	the	dog	chews	and	infection	in	other	parts	of	the	body.	What	are	the	signs	of	a	fractured	tooth?Signs	to	look	for	include:	Chewing	on	one	side	Dropping	food	from	the	mouth	when	eating	Excessive	drooling	Grinding	of	teeth	Pawing	at	the	mouth	Facial	swelling	Lymph	node	enlargement	Shying	away	when	the
face	is	petted	Refusing	to	eat	hard	food	Refusing	to	chew	on	hard	treats	or	toys	Often,	there	are	no	signs	at	all,	as	dogs	are	experts	at	hiding	pain.	This	is	why	regular	veterinary	physical	examinations	are	important	for	detecting	evidence	of	fractured	teeth.	What	can	be	done	to	fix	broken	teeth?Fractured	tooth	with	exposed	dentin	and	pulp	cavity
(black	spot	in	middle).Most	fractured	teeth	need	to	be	treated	to	create	pain-free	function.	There	are	typically	two	options	if	the	nerve	is	exposed:	root	canal	therapy	and	extraction.	If	the	nerve	is	not	exposed,	the	tooth	can	be	restored	without	root	canal	therapy.	Ignoring	the	problem	is	not	a	good	option,	as	the	tooth	will	become	sensitive	and	painful.
Root	canal	therapy	involves	removal	of	the	diseased	pulp	tissue	inside	the	tooth.	As	with	people,	an	X-ray	of	the	tooth	evaluates	the	surrounding	bone	and	confirms	that	the	root	is	intact.	Instruments	are	used	to	clean,	disinfect,	and	fill	the	root	canal	to	prevent	future	bacterial	contamination	and	save	the	tooth.	Long-term	results	of	root	canal
treatment	are	generally	excellent.	A	metal	or	tooth-colored	crown	may	be	placed	following	root	canal	treatment,	depending	on	how	much	of	the	crown	is	missing	and	the	dog’s	lifestyle.	Vital	pulp	therapy	may	be	performed	on	recently	fractured	teeth	in	younger	dogs	(under	18	months	of	age).	This	treatment	keeps	the	tooth	alive.	In	vital	pulp	therapy,
a	layer	of	the	pulp	is	removed	to	remove	surface	bacteria	and	inflamed	tissue.	A	medicated	dressing	is	placed	on	the	newly	exposed	pulp	to	allow	healing.	A	protective	barrier	of	dental	composite	is	placed	on	top	of	the	dressing.	Teeth	treated	with	vital	pulp	therapy	may	require	future	root	canal	treatment.	Removal	of	broken	teeth	is	the	other	option;
however,	most	veterinarians	try	to	avoid	extraction	of	teeth	that	are	fractured	but	otherwise	healthy.	The	decision	to	extract	a	tooth	can	only	be	made	after	careful	oral	examination	under	general	anesthesia,	as	well	as	examination	of	dental	X-rays.	The	extraction	procedure	involves	oral	surgery,	comparable	to	removing	impacted	wisdom	teeth	in
human	patients.	How	can	I	prevent	my	dog	from	fracturing	more	teeth?Examine	your	dog’s	treats	and	chew	toys.	Eliminate	any	bones,	antlers,	cow	hoofs,	nylon	chews,	and	pizzle	sticks.	Throw	out	chews	or	toys	that	do	not	readily	bend.	Ask	your	veterinarian	or	look	for	products	with	the	Veterinary	Oral	Health	Council	(VOHC.org)	seal	of	acceptance
for	dental	treats,	diets,	and	devices	that	are	safe	and	effective	in	decreasing	the	accumulation	of	plaque	and/or	tartar.	When	your	pet	breaks	a	tooth,	it	can	be	a	distressing	experience	for	both	of	you.	Responding	swiftly	and	effectively	is	crucial	for	their	health	and	comfort.	A	broken	tooth	can	lead	to	pain,	difficulty	eating,	and	more	serious	health
complications	if	not	addressed	promptly.	Recognizing	the	Signs	of	a	Broken	Tooth	in	Your	Pet	A	broken	tooth	in	pets	can	present	through	various	symptoms	that	are	important	to	recognize	early:	Avoidance	of	Chewing:	Your	pet	may	avoid	chewing	on	the	affected	side	or	refuse	hard	foods,	indicating	discomfort.	Visible	Broken	Tooth:	You	might	notice	a
part	of	the	tooth	missing	or	see	fractures,	often	with	discoloration	or	swelling	around	the	area.	Bleeding	from	the	Mouth:	Blood	around	the	mouth	or	in	saliva	can	indicate	trauma,	often	accompanied	by	excessive	drooling.	Pawing	at	the	Face:	Your	pet	may	paw	at	their	face	or	mouth	due	to	discomfort	or	pain,	indicating	dental	distress.	Early	detection
is	crucial	to	prevent	complications	like	infections,	which	can	lead	to	abscesses	or	systemic	illness.	For	more	information	on	maintaining	your	pet’s	dental	health,	read	this	article	by	the	AVMA	on	Pet	Dental	Care.	First	Steps	After	Discovering	Your	Pet’s	Broken	Tooth	If	you	suspect	your	pet	has	a	broken	tooth,	here	are	some	immediate	steps	to	take:
Gentle	Mouth	Examination:	Carefully	check	your	pet’s	mouth	if	they	allow,	without	causing	further	stress	or	pain.	Look	for	signs	of	swelling,	bleeding,	or	visible	fractures.	When	to	Call	the	Vet:	If	you	see	a	broken	tooth	or	if	your	pet	is	in	pain,	contact	us	immediately.	Symptoms	like	bleeding,	swelling,	or	obvious	discomfort	are	urgent	signs.	For
scheduling	an	urgent	care	visit,	please	visit	our	contact	page.	Professional	Veterinary	Assessment	and	Diagnosis	Upon	visiting	Cobb	&	Co.	Veterinary	Clinic	for	a	dental	exam,	here’s	what	to	expect:	Visual	Examination:	Our	vets	will	gently	examine	your	pet’s	mouth	to	assess	the	injury	extent.	This	includes	checking	for	other	potential	injuries	or	dental
problems.	Dental	X-rays:	We	might	perform	dental	X-rays	to	determine	root	health	and	any	potential	damage	beneath	the	gumline,	assessing	if	the	pulp	is	exposed	or	if	there	are	any	invisible	fractures.	Types	of	Tooth	Fractures	and	Their	Implications	for	Your	Pet	Tooth	fractures	range	from	minor	chips	to	severe	breaks:	Uncomplicated	Fractures:
These	involve	only	the	enamel	and	possibly	a	small	part	of	the	dentin.	They	are	generally	less	painful	but	can	cause	discomfort	and	sensitivity.	Complicated	Fractures:	These	extend	into	the	pulp,	causing	more	severe	pain	and	risk	of	infection.	If	untreated,	they	can	lead	to	pulp	necrosis	and	abscess	formation,	necessitating	more	intensive
interventions.	Untreated	dental	injuries	can	lead	to	significant	health	issues,	such	as	chronic	pain,	infection,	and	even	bacterial	spread	to	vital	organs.	For	a	detailed	understanding,	read	about	the	diagnosis	and	treatment	of	fractured	teeth.	Treatment	Options	for	Broken	Teeth	in	Pets	Treatment	depends	on	the	severity	and	location	of	the	fracture:
Dental	Fillings:	For	minor	fractures	that	don’t	involve	the	tooth’s	pulp,	protecting	the	tooth	from	further	damage	and	sensitivity.	Root	Canals:	For	severe	breaks	where	the	pulp	is	affected,	a	root	canal	helps	preserve	the	tooth	by	removing	the	infected	pulp	and	sealing	the	tooth.	Tooth	Extractions:	Sometimes,	the	damaged	tooth	needs	removal,
especially	if	severely	compromised	or	posing	a	risk	of	further	infection.	Crowns:	To	protect	and	restore	tooth	functionality,	crowns	can	be	used	post-root	canal	or	in	cases	where	tooth	integrity	is	compromised.	Factors	influencing	these	decisions	include	the	age	of	your	pet,	overall	health,	and	the	specific	type	of	fracture.	Visit	our	Dentistry	Services
page	for	more	details.	What	to	Expect	During	Dental	Surgery	During	dental	surgery,	expect	the	following:	Anesthesia:	To	ensure	your	pet	is	comfortable	and	pain-free	during	the	procedure,	allowing	thorough	examination	and	treatment	without	stress.	Professional	Monitoring:	Vital	signs	are	closely	monitored	by	our	skilled	veterinary	team	to	ensure
safety	throughout	the	procedure.	Pain	Management:	We	prioritize	your	pet’s	comfort	during	and	after	surgery	with	appropriate	pain	management	strategies,	including	medications	and	supportive	care.	For	more	information	on	our	surgical	procedures,	visit	our	Surgery	Services	page.	Home	Care	and	Recovery	After	Dental	Treatment	Post-treatment
care	is	critical	for	a	smooth	recovery:	Diet	Modifications:	Soft	foods	can	help	during	the	recovery	period,	reducing	discomfort	and	allowing	the	mouth	to	heal	without	additional	strain.	Medication	Administration:	Follow	prescribed	medications	to	manage	pain	and	prevent	infection,	which	may	include	antibiotics	and	anti-inflammatory	drugs.	Comfort
Measures:	Keep	your	pet	in	a	comfortable,	quiet	space	to	recover,	minimizing	stress	and	promoting	healing.	Watch	for	signs	of	recovery	such	as	a	return	to	normal	eating	habits	and	decreased	sensitivity.	Be	alert	for	any	complications	like	swelling,	unusual	discharge,	or	persistent	pain.	If	you	notice	anything	concerning,	schedule	a	follow-up	visit.
Preventing	Future	Dental	Issues	in	Pets	Regular	dental	check-ups	and	cleanings	are	vital:	Regular	Check-ups:	Help	catch	problems	before	they	become	severe,	allowing	timely	interventions	that	can	prevent	tooth	loss	or	systemic	health	issues.	Home	Dental	Care:	Brushing	your	pet’s	teeth	and	using	dental	health	products	can	greatly	reduce	the	risk	of
dental	disease.	Consider	dental	treats	and	toys	that	promote	oral	health.	For	tips	on	home	dental	care	routines	and	more	about	our	services,	visit	our	Wellness	and	Preventative	Care	page.	Why	Choose	Cobb	&	Co.	Veterinary	Clinic	for	Your	Pet’s	Dental	Needs?	At	Cobb	&	Co.,	we	provide	top-notch	dental	care,	facilitated	by	experienced	veterinary
professionals	in	a	state-of-the-art	facility.	Our	compassionate	team	is	dedicated	to	ensuring	your	pet’s	dental	health	and	overall	well-being.	When	you’re	ready	to	ensure	your	pet’s	dental	health,	visit	our	Request	Appointment	page.	For	further	reading	on	the	importance	of	pet	dental	care,	visit	this	resource.	FAQs:	Frequently	Asked	Questions	About
Pet	Dental	Care	Q:	How	often	should	I	have	my	pet’s	teeth	checked?	A:	It	is	recommended	to	have	your	pet’s	teeth	checked	at	least	once	a	year	during	their	annual	health	exam.	More	frequent	check-ups	may	be	necessary	if	your	pet	is	prone	to	dental	issues.	Q:	What	are	the	signs	of	dental	pain	in	pets?	A:	Signs	of	dental	pain	include	reluctance	to	eat,
drooling,	pawing	at	the	mouth,	and	behavioral	changes	such	as	irritability	or	withdrawal.	Q:	Can	broken	teeth	heal	on	their	own?	A:	No,	broken	teeth	do	not	heal	on	their	own	and	require	veterinary	attention	to	prevent	complications	such	as	infection	or	further	damage.	For	more	tips	and	tricks	on	maintaining	your	pet’s	dental	health,	visit	our	website
or	contact	our	team	for	personalized	advice.	Dogs	often	experience	chipped	or	fractured	teeth.	Is	a	broken	dog	tooth	an	emergency?	It	might	be.	Today's	post	contains	information	about	broken	teeth	in	dogs,	and	what	to	do	about	dog	tooth	fractures.	How	Dogs	Can	Break	a	Tooth	It's	certainly	not	unusual	for	dogs	to	sustain	tooth	damage	such	as
fractured,	chipped,	or	broken	teeth.	In	most	cases,	these	dental	issues	are	the	result	of	external	trauma	(for	example,	being	hit	by	a	car	or	an	item)	or	chewing	on	very	hard	objects	such	as	antlers,	bones,	or	other	non-bending	chew	toys.	The	canine	(fang)	teeth	and	the	massive	upper	pointed	cheek	teeth	in	the	back	of	the	mouth	are	most	susceptible
to	breakage.	Should	I	be	concerned	if	my	dog	breaks	a	tooth?	Yes.	Broken	teeth	can	be	painful	for	dogs,	but	it's	also	important	to	note	that	if	the	broken	tooth	becomes	infected	severe	health	problems	can	develop.	Infected	material	fills	the	inside	of	the	tooth,	eventually	trickling	into	the	jaw	through	the	holes	in	the	tip	of	the	root.	Because	the	bacteria
have	a	haven	inside	the	root	canal,	the	body's	immune	system,	even	with	the	help	of	antibiotic	treatment,	may	be	unable	to	eliminate	the	infection.	Bacteria	escaping	the	apex	of	the	tooth	can	spread	over	time,	producing	local	dental	pain	every	time	the	dog	chews	and	infection	in	other	parts	of	the	body.	What	are	the	most	common	dog	broken	tooth
symptoms?	If	your	dog	has	a	damaged	tooth	that	isn't	immediately	obvious,	you	may	notice	one	or	more	of	the	following	signs:	Chewing	only	on	one	side	Dropping	food	from	the	mouth	when	eating	Uncharacteristic,	excessive	drooling	Grinding	of	teeth	Pawing	at	the	mouth	Facial	swelling	Lymph	node	enlargement	Shying	away	when	the	face	is	petted
Refusing	to	eat	hard	food	Refusing	to	chew	on	hard	treats	or	toys	If	you	notice	any	of	these,	a	trip	to	the	vet	for	a	dental	examination	might	be	necessary.	If	your	dog	is	showing	signs	of	extreme	pain	contact	your	local	emergency	vet	for	guidance.	Further,	you	can	examine	your	dog's	teeth	(if	they	allow	you)	to	see	if	there	is	a	chip	or	fracture.	There
are	six	classifications	of	tooth	fractures	in	dogs:	Enamel	fracture:	A	fracture	with	loss	of	crown	substance	confined	to	the	enamel.	Uncomplicated	crown	fracture:	A	fracture	of	the	tooth	crown	that	does	not	expose	the	pulp.	Complicated	crown	fracture:	A	fracture	of	the	crown	that	exposes	the	pulp.	Uncomplicated	crown-root	fracture:	A	fracture	of	the
crown	and	root	that	does	not	expose	the	pulp.	Complicated	crown-root	fracture:	A	fracture	of	the	crown	and	root	that	exposes	the	pulp.	Root	fracture:	A	fracture	involving	the	root	of	the	tooth.	How	will	my	veterinarian	treat	my	dog's	broken	tooth?	Most	broken	teeth	require	treatment	to	function	painlessly.	Ignoring	the	situation	will	result	in	the	tooth
being	sensitive	and	painful.	If	the	nerve	is	exposed,	there	are	usually	two	options:	root	canal	therapy	or	extraction.	If	the	nerve	is	not	exposed,	the	tooth	can	be	repaired	without	the	need	for	root	canal	therapy.	Root	Canal:	An	X-ray	of	the	tooth	assesses	the	surrounding	bone	and	validates	the	root's	integrity.	The	unhealthy	tissue	inside	the	root	canal
is	removed	during	a	root	canal.	To	prevent	further	bacterial	infection	and	save	the	tooth,	instruments	are	used	to	clean,	disinfect,	and	fill	the	root	canal.	The	long-term	outcomes	of	root	canal	therapy	are	generally	excellent.	Vital	Pulp	Therapy:	In	younger	dogs	(under	18	months),	vital	pulp	therapy	may	be	used	on	freshly	broken	teeth.	To	eliminate
surface	microorganisms	and	inflammatory	tissue,	a	layer	of	pulp	is	removed.	To	promote	healing,	a	medicated	dressing	is	applied	to	the	newly	exposed	pulp.	Teeth	treated	with	this	method	may	require	root	canal	therapy	in	the	future.	Tooth	Extraction:	The	other	option	is	to	extract	damaged	teeth.	However,	most	veterinarians	attempt	to	avoid
extracting	cracked	but	otherwise	healthy	teeth.	Extracting	huge	canine	and	chewing	teeth	requires	oral	surgery,	similar	to	the	removal	of	impacted	wisdom	teeth	in	human	patients.	How	can	I	prevent	my	dog	from	fracturing	teeth?	Examine	your	dog's	chew	toys	and	snacks.	Remove	all	bones,	antlers,	cow	hoofs,	nylon	chews,	and	pizzle	sticks	from	the
house.	Throw	away	any	chews	or	toys	that	are	difficult	to	bend.	Speak	with	your	veterinarian	or	check	for	items	bearing	the	Veterinary	Oral	Health	Council	(VOHC.org)	seal	of	approval.	Note:	The	advice	provided	in	this	post	is	intended	for	informational	purposes	and	does	not	constitute	medical	advice	regarding	pets.	For	an	accurate	diagnosis	of	your
pet's	condition,	please	make	an	appointment	with	your	vet.	All	broken	teeth	in	dogs	should	be	examined	by	a	veterinarian	to	help	ensure	that	infection	does	not	set	in,	and	that	your	dog	isn't	in	pain.	Contact	Hillcrest	Animal	Hospital	to	book	an	examination	if	your	dog	has	a	broken	tooth.	In	dogs,	the	maxillary	fourth	premolars	(the	large	upper	cheek
teeth	in	the	back)	and	the	canines	(fangs)	are	the	most	common	teeth	to	break.	Chewing	on	hard	toys	such	as	nylon	bones,	antlers,	or	even	ice	can	break	premolars.	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	if	your	dog’s	toy	is	harder	than	your	fingernail,	it	is	generally	too	hard	for	your	dog’s	teeth.	Before	offering	a	chew	toy	to	your	dog,	make	sure	it’s	‘teeth-friendly’.
Fractured	teeth	in	dogs	should	not	be	taken	lightly.	When	the	enamel	is	chipped,	the	dentin	is	exposed,	making	the	tooth	extra	sensitive	to	heat,	cold,	and	pressure.	The	problem	is	more	serious	when	it’s	the	pulp	that’s	exposed.	The	pulp	of	a	tooth	is	composed	of	tissues	including	the	nerves	and	blood	vessels	that	supply	the	tooth.	When	it’s	exposed	to
the	immediate	environment	of	the	mouth,	the	pulp	can	easily	become	infected.	Bacteria	from	the	mouth	can	enter	the	pulp	cavity.	As	the	bacteria	invade	the	root	canal,	they	have	found	a	hiding	place	where	they	remain	undetected	by	the	body’s	immune	system.	Sometimes,	bacteria	in	the	root	canal	cannot	be	cleared	by	the	immune	system	or	even
with	a	round	of	antibiotics.	Affected	dogs	suffer	from	tooth	pain	when	chewing.	Bacterial	pathogens	responsible	for	tooth	infection	can	enter	the	bloodstream	and	reach	other	parts	of	the	body	where	they	can	also	establish	infection.	Repairing	A	Broken	Tooth:	What	are	the	options?	When	your	dog	has	a	broken	tooth,	you	should	make	an	appointment
with	your	vet	as	soon	as	possible.	Before	any	dental	procedure	is	performed,	your	vet	will	thoroughly	examine	your	dog’s	mouth	to	determine	what	treatment	options	are	best.	Even	when	the	primary	concern	is	a	broken	tooth,	your	dog’s	history	-	medications	that	your	pet	is	taking,	dental	history,	and	details	about	when/how	the	fracture	occurred	-
will	be	obtained.	Your	pet’s	vitals	-	temperature,	pulse,	respiratory	rate	-	will	also	be	evaluated	before	a	mouth	exam	is	performed.	When	a	dog	is	brought	in	for	a	broken	tooth	or	other	forms	of	dental	problems,	the	primary	goal	is	to	save	the	tooth	and	its	function,	as	much	as	possible.	There	are	three	dental	procedures	that	can	be	performed	to	repair
a	fractured	tooth	with	exposed	pulp.	1.	Root	Canal	Therapy	After	assessing	your	pet’s	dental	condition,	your	vet	will	decide	if	a	root	canal	is	the	best	option.	This	is	a	procedure	that	will	preserve	root	function	by	removing	the	blood	and	nerve	supply	in	the	pulp	cavity	and	replacing	these	tissues	with	an	inert	dental	material.	To	seal	the	pulp	chamber,	a
sealant	is	placed	over	the	tooth	to	prevent	the	entry	of	bacteria.	Your	dog	will	be	placed	under	general	anesthesia	for	root	canal	therapy.	If	you	have	any	concerns	or	questions	about	the	potential	risks	and	effects	of	anesthesia,	don’t	hesitate	to	discuss	them	with	your	vet.	If	the	same	tooth	has	a	higher	risk	of	being	fractured	again,	there	may	be	a
need	to	place	a	crown.	Your	vet	will	discuss	this	option	along	with	the	main	procedure.	The	placement	of	the	crown	will	require	another	session	with	general	anesthesia	because	it	will	be	placed	over	the	tooth	about	3-4	weeks	after	root	canal	therapy.	After	the	procedure,	your	dog	can	go	home	and	engage	in	normal	activities	the	day	after.	One	year
after	root	canal	therapy,	your	vet	may	schedule	a	follow-up	so	dental	x-rays	can	be	done	to	make	sure	the	procedure	was	successful.	The	success	rate	of	root	canal	therapy	is	very	high	at	90-95%!	2.	Vital	Pulpotomy	(Vital	Pulp	Therapy)	A	vital	pulpotomy	is	often	indicated	in	puppies	under	18	months	of	age	instead	of	a	root	canal.	The	teeth	of	puppies
are	still	developing	and	not	fully	formed,	making	them	unfit	to	undergo	a	root	canal	procedure.	Just	like	root	canal	therapy,	a	vital	pulpotomy	is	aimed	at	preserving	tooth	function	while	allowing	the	tooth	to	become	fully	developed	and	mature	so	it	will	be	stronger.	A	vital	pulpotomy	involves	removing	the	part	of	the	pulp	that’s	infected,	followed	by
inserting	a	sterile	medicated	dressing	on	the	exposed	pulp	to	promote	healing.	A	dental	composite	is	placed	on	top	of	the	medicated	dressing	to	serve	as	a	protective	barrier.	Follow-up	dental	x-rays	are	very	important	to	ensure	that	the	procedure	was	a	success	and	the	tooth	is	developing	as	it	should.	Compared	to	a	root	canal	procedure,	the	success
rate	of	a	vital	pulpotomy	is	slightly	lower	at	75%.	Teeth	that	have	undergone	vital	pulpotomy	may	require	root	canal	treatment	in	the	future	when	the	dog	is	older.	3.	Tooth	Extraction	If	the	fractured	tooth	has	exposed	pulp,	extraction	is	almost	always	the	last	option.	Extractions	on	fractured	teeth	are	usually	performed	if	dental	x-rays	show	signs	that
a	root	canal	procedure	may	not	be	successful.	This	is	especially	true	when	the	root	has	been	broken	or	there	is	tooth	resorption.	Extracting	the	tooth	takes	a	lesser	amount	of	time	compared	to	a	root	canal	or	vital	pulpotomy.	With	extraction,	the	entire	tooth	is	removed.	After	tooth	extraction,	your	pet	will	have	to	be	placed	on	a	soft	food	diet	for	at
least	two	weeks	to	give	time	for	the	mouth	and	the	associated	tissues	to	heal.	But	dogs	that	underwent	a	root	canal	or	vital	pulpotomy	can	go	back	to	eating	kibble	immediately	after	any	of	these	procedures.	Most	veterinarians	don’t	require	your	dog	to	come	back	for	follow-up	dental	x-rays,	but	you	should	not	skip	or	keep	on	postponing	your	pet’s
annual	dental	visits	to	keep	your	pet’s	pearly	whites	and	mouth	healthy.	General	Anesthesia	for	Your	Dog’s	Dental	Procedure	In	order	to	perform	any	of	the	three	dental	procedures,	your	pet	has	to	be	placed	under	general	anesthesia.	It	will	also	allow	your	vet	to	perform	a	thorough	oral	exam	and	take	dental	x-rays	without	causing	undue	stress	and
pain	to	your	pet.	If	you	have	any	apprehensions	about	your	dog	while	he’s	under	anesthesia,	take	note	that	there	will	be	close	monitoring	of	the	patient	throughout	the	procedure.	All	your	pet’s	vital	signs,	such	as	the	heart	rate,	respiratory	rate,	blood	pressure,	body	temperature,	oxygen	saturation,	and	end-tidal	CO2	are	always	monitored	by	members



of	the	veterinary	team.	If	you	still	have	other	questions	about	the	procedure,	effects	of	anesthesia,	and	aftercare,	don’t	hesitate	to	discuss	these	concerns	with	your	vet.	Read	more:	Everything	You	Need	to	Know	About	Your	Dog’s	Dental	Health	Brushing	Your	Dog's	Teeth:	Step-by-Step	Instructions	Is	it	normal	for	dogs	to	lose	their	teeth?	Need	to
speak	with	a	veterinarian	regarding	your	dog’s	broken	tooth	or	another	condition?	Click	here	to	schedule	a	video	consult	to	speak	to	one	of	our	vets.	You	can	also	download	the	FirstVet	app	from	the	Apple	App	Store	and	Google	Play	Stores.


