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When we were young song

SONG MEANING: "When We Were Young" by Adele is about meeting up with friends from the past and discussing how things have been. Adele meets one friend in particular and makes amends with him. But the song is really about making amends with the past, represented by that friend.Adele is slowly releasing singles from her album 25 in
preparation for the album's release on Friday. The album is one of the most anticipated in history, and after her single "Hello" sold over a million units in one week, everyone's expecting 25 to also be huge.On her website, Adele explains, “My last record was a break-up record and if I had to label this one I would call it a make-up record. I'm making up
with myself. Making up for lost time.” She further explains that she felt bad for always wishing to get older and to move onto the next thing. Now she wishes she had it all back, so in this album, she’s revisiting herself at age 25 to make peace with the past.In “When We Were Young,” she makes peace with one friend in particular. Their relationship
seems to have ended poorly, and it’s not definitely clear whether the person is male or female or if the relationship was romantic, so there’s plenty of room for open interpretation. (In my explanation, I won’t assume romance but will refer to the person as male.)I’ve added “When We Were Young” and several other recent hits to my Spotify playlist
“Clifford Stumme’s Pop Prerogative.” Feel free to follow the playlist! (If the song’s not yet there, I'm waiting for it to release on Spotify. Thanks for your patience!)"When We Were Young" Lyrics MeaningThe Setting of the song is a little more complicated than most listeners will expect at first. In an interview with SiriusXM Music, Adele explains that
the song is set at a party. Everyone there knew each other when they were younger, and now they’re all over fifty. They’ve been placed in this party where they get to congregate and catch up and meet again after many years.Obviously, Adele’s is leaning heavily into dramatic nostalgia for the past and all the things we’ve missed as we’ve lived our
lives-the things we’ve missed in both our lives and in others. With 25 and “When We Were Young,” she’s trying to go back for a second chance at understanding and living some of that time.In the First Verse, Adele sings about the person she’s meeting again at this reunion. She’s describing him for her listeners. “Everybody loves the things” he does.
They appreciate the “way you talk” and “the way you move.” She sings that he feels “like home”-he’s from far enough back in her past that he reminds her of her childhood. He’s “a dream come true,” and she wants to know if he’s “here alone.”Because he is, she suggests they talk together for a moment. This isn’t so much because she wants to catch
up but more because she wants to think about the past they shared. Until he showed up, her reminisce of the past was incomplete-she was by herself “all night long / Hoping you’re someone I used to know.” She’s not worried about the present and wants to talk about the past.In the same interview above, Adele said her favorite lines in the song are
the Pre-chorus in which she sings, “You look like a movie / You sound like a song / My god, this reminds me / Of when we were young.” This person’s presence means a lot to her because it takes her back to her past.Instead of letting the conversation die and her leaving, Adele wants to remember this nostalgic moment itself because it reminds her of
her nostalgia for the past. In the Chorus, she sings, “Let me photograph you in this light / In case it is the last time / That we might be exactly like we were / Before we realized / We were sad of getting old.” People age all the time, but they don’t always realize it-usually because they’re too busy enjoying life.For this moment, Adele and her friend feel
like they’ve gone back in time; meeting up has helped them look and feel younger. She’s afraid that they’ll never feel like this again, so she wants to memorialize it by photographing (or remembering) them now. They will continue to grow old and to feel sad about it, but she will be able to look back to this time nostalgically.She finishes the chorus by
singing, “It made us restless / It was just like a movie / It was just like a song.” In this moment, her feelings about the man and the moment become one. It’s hard to tell whether Adele values re-meeting the man or the memories he’s brought with him more. Perhaps, in an abstract sense, they are the same for Adele. At the least, she experiences them
the same way.In Verse 2, Adele sings, “I was so scared to face my fears / Cause nobody told me that you’d be here.” She wasn’t sure about going to a party that would bring back the past-a past she may not be particularly proud of or happy with-but this feeling of nostalgia and re-meeting this friend (who she “swore . . . moved overseas”) have been
worth the trouble. Even though he had left her, she’s glad he’s back.In Verse 3, Adele sings that “[ilt’s hard to win me back / Everything just takes me back / To when you were there.” She’s finding it difficult to stay in the present because she’s daydreaming about the past they had together. She admits that “a part of me keeps holding / Just in case it
hasn’t gone,” and she wonders if he wants the same-“I guess I still care / Do you still care?”-not because she actually wants to go back, but seemingly more because she wants to know if he feels the nostalgia like she does.Based on my reading, “When We Were Young” is about more than a relationship. Adele is interested in the past and with the
thought of the past. The relationship hinted at in “When We Were Young” serves as a vehicle for Adele to sing about her thoughts about the past itself.A Thought about Nostalgial think “When We Were Young” is a beautiful song and it raises valuable questions about our pasts. Should I dwell on my past? Can I learn from the past? Can I make my
future better by looking to the past? I think Adele takes it one step further when in this song she seems to celebrate her search for that feeling of nostalgia from “when we were young.”We have to be sure to not to love the past at the expense of abhorring the future. We have the future; we’ve lost the past. And we have to deal with it (not that Adele
isn’t ready to deal with the future). There’s no harm in looking back (and no harm in Adele’s song, of course), but I find it interesting that the past itself seems more important than the relationship in “When We Were Young.” It suggests Adele is considering the qualities of nostalgia and “the past” more than she’s concerned with the nature of the
relationship, and anyone listening to her song would be wise to consider this.Thanks for reading about “When We Were Young” by Adele!Clifford Stumme has his master’s in English literature and is a blogger and a college instructor/desk-watcher at Liberty University. He likes juggling and reading/writing, and he is married to the wonderful and
beautiful Wife April. He thinks pop music is awesome. Seriously awesome. Everybody loves the things you do From the way you talk To the way you move Everybody here is watching you 'Cause you feel like home You're like a dream come true But if by chance you're here alone Can I have a moment? Before I go? 'Cause I've been by myself all night
long Hoping you're someone I used to know You look like a movie You sound like a song My God this reminds me, of when we were young Let me photograph you in this light In case it is the last time That we might be exactly like we were Before we realized We were scared of getting old It made us restless It was just like a movie It was just like a
song I was so scared to face my fears Nobody told me that you'd be here And I'd swear you moved overseas That's what you said, when you left me You still look like a movie You still sound like a song My God, this reminds me, of when we were young Let me photograph you in this light In case it is the last time That we might be exactly like we were
Before we realized We were sad of getting old It made us restless It was just like a movie It was just like a song When we were young (When we were young) When we were young (When we were young) It's hard to win me back Everything just takes me back To when you were there To when you were there And a part of me keeps holding on Just in
case it hasn't gone I guess I still care Do you still care? It was just like a movie It was just like a song My God, this reminds me Of when we were young When we were young (When we were young) When we were young (When we were young) Let me photograph you in this light In case it is the last time That we might be exactly like we were Before
we realized We were sad of getting old It made us restless Oh I'm so mad I'm getting old It makes me reckless It was just like a movie It was just like a song When we were young Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any
purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike
— If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the
material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Song meaning of When We Were
Young by Adelelt examines the anxiety of growing older and losing one's youth, inspired by the idea of running into old friends at a party.In an interview with Sirius XM, Adele said the song "was based on us being older, and being at a party at this house, and seeing everyone that you've ever fallen out with, everyone that you've ever loved, everyone
that you've never loved".When We Were Young lyrics by AdeleEverybody loves the things you doFrom the way you talk to the way you moveEverybody here is watching you'Cause you feel like homeYou're like a dream come trueBut if by chance you're here aloneCan I have a moment before I go?'Cause I've been by myself all night longHoping you're
someone I used to knowYou look like a movieYou sound like a songMy God, this reminds meOf when we were youngLet me photograph you in this lightIn case it is the last timeThat we might be exactly like we wereBefore we realizedWe were sad of getting oldIt made us restlessit was just like a movielt was just like a songl was so scared to face my
fearsNobody told me that you'd be hereAnd I swear you moved overseasThat's what you said, when you left meYou still look like a movieYou still sound like a songMy God, this reminds meOf when we were youngLet me photograph you in this lightIn case it is the last timeThat we might be exactly like we wereBefore we realizedWe were sad of getting
oldIt made us restlesslt was just like a movielt was just like a songWhen we were youngWhen we were youngWhen we were youngWhen we were younglt's hard to admit thatEverything just takes me backTo when you were thereTo when you were thereAnd a part of me keeps holding onJust in case it hasn't gonel guess I still careDo you still care?It
was just like a movielt was just like a songMy God, this reminds meOf when we were youngWhen we were youngWhen we were youngWhen we were youngWhen we were youngLet me photograph you in this lightIn case it is the last timeThat we might be exactly like we wereBefore we realizedWe were sad of getting oldIt made us restlessOh I'm so
mad I'm getting oldIt makes me recklesslt was just like a movielt was just like a songWhen we were young Newly-returned pop icon Adele worked with songwriter Tobias Jesso Jr. and producer Ariel Rechtshaid on the “‘70s styled shimmery disco ballad” “When We Were Young,” the second single from her album 25. She indicated in her Rolling Stone
feature that the Elton John inspired ballad was her favorite on 25. The piano used on the recording belonged to iconic minimalist composer Philip Glass. The piano is in Jesso’s grandmother’s house. Adele explained, “It used to be this mad party house and for some reason [Glass’s] piano was there so we wrote the song on that.” In a town hall interview
for SiriusXM’s The Spectrum, Adele described the setting of “When We Were Young” as a party with old friends and acquaintances, with “everyone that you’ve ever fallen out with, everyone that you've ever loved, everyone that you’ve never loved...And you’re all thrown together at this party when you're like 50, and it doesn’t matter and you have so
much fun and you feel like you're 15 again.”
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