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We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at
any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	Updating	your	UK	drivers	licence	with	your	new	name	its	easier	than	you	think!Thinking	about	changing	your	name?	Whether	its	due	to	marriage,	divorce,	or	just	a	fresh	start,	youll	want	to	update	your	drivers	licence	to	reflect	your	new	identity.	This
guide	will	walk	you	through	the	steps,	and	guess	what?	UK	Compass	can	help	make	the	whole	process	a	breeze	(and	its	free!)Step	1:	Gather	Required	DocumentsBefore	starting	the	process,	make	sure	you	have	the	necessary	documents	ready.	You	will	need:Proof	of	your	name	change:	This	could	be	your	marriage	certificate,	deed	poll,	passport,	or
another	official	document.Your	current	drivers	licence:	Make	sure	you	have	both	the	photocard	and	the	paper	counterpart	(if	you	have	one).Step	2:	Fill	Out	the	Correct	FormThe	form	you	need	depends	on	the	type	of	driving	licence	you	have:Provisional	or	full	driving	licence:	Grab	a	D1	form,	available	at	most	post	offices.Bus,	lorry,	or	minibus	licence:
Use	the	D2	form,	which	you	can	also	find	at	post	offices.Step	3:	Complete	the	FormDouble-check	all	the	information	you	enter	it	should	match	your	proof	of	name	change	exactly.Step	4:Dont	forget	these	attachments!Your	current	driving	licence:	Both	the	photocard	and	the	paper	counterpart,	if	applicable.Proof	of	name	change:	The	originals	are
needed,	no	photocopies	allowed.Passport-sized	photo	(optional):	Only	needed	if	you	look	significantly	different	from	your	current	drivers	licence	photo.	Step	5:	Send	Your	ApplicationMail	your	completed	form	and	documents	to	the	DVLA:For	a	new	car	or	motorbike	licence:	For	a	new	lorry	or	bus	licence	to:	Step	6:	Sit	tight	and	Wait	for	Your	New
Licence!The	DVLA	usually	aims	to	process	applications	within	three	weeks,	but	it	might	take	longer	ifAdditional	Tips:Keep	copies	of	your	documents:	Its	always	a	good	idea	make	photocopies	of	everything	you	send	for	your	records.Check	the	DVLA	website	for	updates:	Processing	times	and	requirements	can	change,	so	visit	the	DVLA	website	for	the
latest	information.Consider	special	delivery:	For	added	security,	send	your	documents	with	a	tracking	option.Are	the	Steps	for	Changing	Your	Name	on	a	Provisional	Driving	Licence	Different	from	a	Full	Driving	Licence	in	the	UK?Nope!	The	steps	are	the	same	for	both.	Just	grab	the	D1	form,	provide	proof	of	your	name	change,	and	send	it	all	off	to
the	DVLA	as	outlined	above.How	Much	Does	It	Cost	to	Change	Name	on	Driving	licence?Good	news!	Changing	your	name	on	your	UK	drivers	licence	is	completely	free.	There	are	no	fees	involved	for	updating	your	name	with	the	DVLA.	However,	you	might	incur	costs	if	you	need	certified	copies	of	legal	documents	or	need	to	change	your	name	on
other	ID.How	Long	Does	It	take	to	Change	Name	on	Driving	Licence	in	the	UK?Typically,	it	takes	around	three	weeks,	but	it	could	take	longer	if	the	DVLA	needs	to	do	extra	checks.How	to	Change	Spelling	Mistake	on	Driving	Licence	Online?Unfortunately,	you	cant	correct	spelling	mistakes	on	your	drivers	licence	online.	Youll	need	to	follow	the	steps
we	outlined	above.Heres	Where	UK	Compass	Comes	In!UK	Compass	is	your	one-stop	shop	for	navigating	all	things	UK,	including	driving,	automobile,	insurance,	parking,	and	more	all	for	free!	Heres	how	we	can	help:Compare	services:	Need	driving	lessons,	insurance	providers,	or	car	rentals?	UK	Compass	lets	you	compare	different	options	so	you
can	make	the	best	choice.Find	other	essential	services:	Beyond	driving,	UK	Compass	helps	you	find	the	best	utility	providers,	local	services,	and	more.	Basically,	we	make	your	life	in	the	UK	easier!Updating	your	drivers	licence	with	your	new	name	is	a	straightforward	process.	Just	follow	these	steps,	gather	the	right	documents,	and	send	them	off	to
the	DVLA.	For	more	information	and	updates	on	the	process,	visit	the	DVLA	website.Remember,	UK	Compass	is	here	to	help	you	navigate	all	sorts	of	services	in	the	UK,	free	of	charge!	With	so	many	companies	to	notify	about	your	new	name,	your	driving	licence	can	sometimes	be	overlooked.	The	DVLA	is	the	only	company	which	requires	you,	by	law,
to	have	your	drivers	licence	match	your	new	name	so	its	an	important	one	to	prioritise!	This	guide	willhelp	you	if	you	need	to	change	the	surname	on	driving	licence	documents	in	the	UK.	Youll	often	be	asked	for	your	passport	or	drivers	licence	as	formal	ID	and	if	you	dont	hold	a	valid	passport,	failing	to	change	your	name	on	your	licence	could	lead	to
some	serious	road	blocks.	Thankfully,	the	process	to	change	name	on	your	driving	licence,	is	a	lot	simpler	than	you	might	imagine	and	its	something	we	can	help	you	with	too.	In	this	article,	well	walk	you	through	the	steps	of	changing	name	after	divorce,	marriage,	or	for	any	other	reason	on	your	driving	licence	as	well	as	your	vehicle	registration
certificate.	If	you	want	extra	help	with	getting	your	name	updated,	officially,	everywhere	-	why	not	check	out	our	award-winningNameSwitch	toolkits.	DVLA	Change	of	Name:	Where	to	Start	One	of	the	first	questions	you	might	have,	is	what	documentation	do	I	need	to	submit	to	change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?	Were	here	to	help!	First	things
first,	if	youre	changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence,	you	cant	apply	online.	Applications	must	be	sent	using	the	paper	D1	or	D2	application	forms.	Got	a	car	or	motorbike	licence?	Youll	need	to	complete	a	D1	Application	for	a	Driving	Licence	form.	If	its	a	lorry	or	bus	licence,	youll	need	to	complete	a	D2	Application	for	a	Lorry/Bus	Licence	form.
Both	forms	can	be	picked	up	from	larger	post	offices.	The	D1	pack	is	also	available	in	Welsh,	and	if	you	purchase	a	NameSwitch	Printed	Package,	or	Deed	Poll	Premium	Printed	Package,	a	D1	application	form	will	be	included	in	your	pack	to	save	you	a	trip	to	the	post	office.	Once	youve	filled	in	the	form,	send	it	back	to	the	DVLA	along	with	your
photocard	or	paper	driving	licence	and	your	document/s	that	show	your	legal	entitlement	to	change	your	name.	Pro	tip!	Remember	that	original	certificates	must	be	provided	as	proof	of	your	name	change.	The	DVLA	cant	accept	any	type	of	copy	-	whether	thats	a	photocopy	or	even	a	certified	copy.	It	must	be	the	original.	You	should	expect	a	wait	of	3-
4	weeks	before	your	new	drivers	licence	is	delivered,	although	your	original	documents	will	normally	be	posted	back	to	you	before	that.	In	the	meantime,	its	a	good	idea	to	take	a	photo	or	photocopy	of	your	current	driving	licence	before	you	post	the	original,	so	you	have	a	record	of	it	should	you	need	it.	You	are	allowed	to	drive	whilst	your	licence	is
being	renewed	as	long	as	you	dont	have	any	driving	convictions,	medical	or	any	other	restrictions.	Changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence?	We	can	help!	If	the	process	of	changing	your	name	feels	too	time	consuming	and	or	slightly	overwhelming,	were	here	to	help	with	our	name	change	services	By	purchasing	the	NameSwitch	Printed	Package,
or	the	Deed	Poll	Premium	Printed	Package,	a	D1	application	form	will	be	included	in	your	pack	along	with	all	the	letters,	forms	and	personalised	instructions	needed	to	let	other	crucial	government	bodies	and	companies	know	of	your	new	legal	name.	How	to	Change	Name	on	Driving	Licence	After	Marriage,	Divorce	or	Any	Other	Reason	1.	Fill	out	the
D1/D2	form	Complete	Section	1:Tick	box	to	change	my	name	on	my	licenceonly	Complete	Section	2:	With	your	new	name	and	title	in	the	first	main	boxes	and	your	previous	name	in	the	large	box	below	it	Complete	Section	5*:	Include	your	Passport	Number	if	you	hold	a	British	Passport.	You	will	not	need	to	complete	section	5B.	Complete	Section	5B*:
If	you	do	not	hold	a	British	Passport	-	Tick	box	with	the	evidence	type	you	are	enclosing	and	any	associated	documentreference	or	serial	numbers.	Sign	Section	7:	In	your	new	name!	NB:*If	you	have	a	BRITISH	passport	(in	either	your	old	or	new	name)	then	complete	Section	5	-	you	will	not	need	to	check	anything	in	5B	orsend	anything	off	as	evidence
of	your	identity(i.e.	do	not	send	your	passport),	your	passport	number	will	be	enough.	2.	Send	the	following	to	the	DVLA:	D1	Application	form	Your	current	photocard	driving	licence	Your	original	marriage	certificate	/	civil	partnership	registration	/	decree	absolute	/final	order/	deed	poll	(depending	on	how	and	why	you	changed	your	name)	Your
driving	licence	and	your	identity	documents	will	be	sent	back	to	you	at	different	times	via	second	class	post.	We	recommend	including	a	self-addressed	special	delivery	envelope	which	you	can	get	from	the	post	office	for	extra	peace	of	mind	that	your	original	documentation	will	be	returned.	Keep	note	of	the	tracking	number.	3.	Change	of	Name	on
V5C	Vehicle	Registration	Document	If	you	dont	update	your	vehicle	registration	document	(V5C	or	commonly	known	as	a	log	book),	then	youll	risk	a	1070	fine.	But	its	easy	to	do,	so	dont	panic.	Write	your	new	name	in	full	in	section	6	of	your	vehicles	logbook	(careful	not	to	tick	the	new	keeper	box),	and	add	a	separate	note	to	explain	that	youve
changed	your	name.	You	should	submit	a	copy	of	your	legal	document	to	show	your	right	to	adopt	your	new	name.	Note	this	department	of	the	DVLA	do	not	need	to	see	an	original.	If	youve	purchased	a	NameSwitch	toolkit	,	we	will	provide	you	with	a	pre-populated	cover	letter	to	include	when	you	send	everything	off	to	the	DVLA.)	If	youve	lost	your
V5C	form	you	will	need	to	provide	the	DVLA	replacementV62	form	It	costs	25	to	do	that	so	its	worth	hunting	out	your	V5C.	Pro	tip!	The	addresses	for	the	driving	licence	and	for	the	V5C	are	different	so	you	will	need	to	send	off	each	application	separately.	You	can	send	your	V5C	with	a	photocopy	of	your	marriage	certificate/	civil	partnership
registration/	decree	absolute/	deed	poll	unlike	the	drivers	licence,	the	DVLA	do	not	need	an	original	document	to	change	the	name	on	your	log	book.	The	Trilogy	of	Driving:	Name	Change	Made	Easy	If	you	want	to	be	super-organised,	get	what	we	call	the	Trilogy	of	Driving	Paperwork	in	order!	This	means	aligning	the	following	three	documents:	V5C
driving	licence	car	insurance	policy	Making	an	insurance	claim	is	painful	enough,	without	the	extra	stress	of	the	names	not	matching.	And	dont	forget,	were	here	to	make	your	name	change	easier	if	you	want	to	fast-track	through	your	name	change.	Weve	got	loads	of	usefulFAQs,	blogs	and	name	change	guides	on	our	website	and	the	NameSwitch
team	can	help	you	with	specific	questions.	The	average	person	has	24	government	bodies	and	companies	they	need	to	notify	of	their	change	in	name.	Figuring	out	who	needs	what	can	be	daunting	and	takes	hours	of	tedious	stop,	start	research,	letter	writing	and	form	filling.	With	over	700	UK	companies	already	mapped	on	our	systems	and	more
added	each	week-	we	offer	a	range	of	packages	at	affordable	prices.	Our	packages	help	you	in	notifying	the	relevant	government	bodies	and	companies	in	less	time,	with	much	more	ease.	Youll	have	peace	of	mind	that	youve	got	it	right	first	time.	Choose	your	preferred	NameSwitch	toolkit	,	and	well	provide	you	with	personalised	letters	and	forms	that
can	be	accessed	via	our	secure	online	portal	ready	for	you	to	sign	and	send.	How	to	change	name	on	provisional	driving	licence	The	process	for	a	provisional	license	name	change	is	exactly	the	same	as	changing	your	UK	driving	license	and	this	is	something	we	can	help	you	with.	DVLA	Driving	Licence	Name	Change	FAQs	How	much	does	it	cost	to
change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?	The	good	news	is	that	it	doesnt	cost	anything	to	change	name	on	driving	licence.	Youll	only	be	charged	if	your	photocard	has	been	lost	or	stolen.	Is	a	DVLA	name	change	online	possible?	Unfortunately,	if	you	want	to	do	a	change	of	name	on	online,	the	answer	is	no.	The	application	documents	can	be	collected
from	most	large	post	offices	or	we	will	include	them	in	your	NameSwitch	toolkit.	What	form	do	I	need	to	change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?	If	you	want	to	change	your	name	with	the	DVLA,	you	will	need	a	D1	Form	for	a	car	or	motorbike	or	a	D2	Application	Form	for	a	lorry	or	bus	licence.	Is	a	photo	required	to	change	name	on	my	driving
licence?	If	youve	already	got	a	photocard	licence	then	no,	you	wont	need	a	new	photo.	If	you	havent	got	a	photo	card	licence	already	then	yes,	youll	need	to	send	in	passport-style	photos.	Can	I	change	name	and	address	on	driving	licence	at	the	same	time?	Yes!	You	can	update	the	DVLA	with	your	name	and	address	changes	on	both	the	D1	drivers
licence	application	form	and	on	your	vehicle	registration.	How	long	does	the	DVLA	name	change	process	take?	Normally	it	would	be	three	weeks	to	receive	your	licence	with	your	new	name.	During	peak	season	(summer)	it	could	be	more	than	four	weeks	before	your	new	drivers	licence	is	delivered,	although	your	original	documents	will	be	posted
back	to	you	before	that.	Its	worth	checking	if	there	are	any	backlogs	due	to	peak	demand	or	strike	action	here:	DVLA	Service	Update.	The	process	can	be	slowed	down	if	the	DVLA	checks	your	personal	or	medical	details.	How	long	does	the	Vehicle	Registration	(V5C)	name	change	process	take?	It	can	take	up	to	six	weeks	to	receive	your	new	logbook,
so	if	your	vehicle	needs	taxing	before	then,	make	sure	that	you	tax	your	vehicle	online	or	at	your	local	post	office	before	you	send	it	off	to	the	DVLA.	Is	the	change	name	on	driving	licence	process	different	for	Northern	Ireland?	It	is,	yes.	Residents	of	Northern	Ireland	will	need	to	checkon	NIDirect.gov.uk	website.	Does	the	driving	name	change	process
differ	for	NDLS	(National	Drivers	Licence	Service)	Ireland?	It	is,	yes.	There	are	a	number	of	differing	processes	to	follow	depending	on	your	name	change	reason.	For	further	information	please	visit:	National	Drivers	Licence	Service	website.	Can	NameSwitch	help	change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?	Absolutely!	We	have	more	than	700	UK
companies	and	governing	bodies	mapped	within	our	system.	We	can	help	you	to	change	name	on	passport	documents,	or	even	land	registry	and	your	pensions	and	investments,	we	will	equip	you	with	your	personalised	NameSwitch	toolkit.	Changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence	is	a	straightforward	process	in	the	UK.You	must	apply	for	a	new
driving	licence	with	your	updated	name	through	the	DVLA	(Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency).The	processing	time	for	a	new	driving	licence	typically	takes	about	3	weeks	if	you	apply	online	and	up	to	6	weeks	if	you	apply	by	post.You	need	to	provide	proof	of	your	name	change,	such	as	a	marriage	certificate	or	deed	poll.While	waiting	for	your	new
licence,	you	can	still	drive	as	long	as	your	current	licence	is	valid	and	you	have	notified	the	DVLA	of	the	name	change.Need	help	gathering	the	documents	to	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence?Changing	your	name	can	be	a	significant	life	event,	whether	due	to	marriage,	divorce,	or	personal	choice.	One	important	aspect	of	this	change	is
ensuring	that	your	driving	licence	reflects	your	new	name.	In	the	UK,	the	process	for	updating	your	driving	licence	is	managed	by	the	DVLA	(Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency).	This	article	will	guide	you	through	the	steps	required	to	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence,	how	long	it	takes,	and	what	documents	you	need	to	provide.
Understanding	this	process	is	crucial	for	maintaining	your	legal	identity	and	ensuring	compliance	with	UK	driving	laws.How	do	I	update	my	driving	licence	with	my	new	name?Updating	your	driving	licence	with	your	new	name	is	essential	for	several	reasons:Legal	Identity:	Your	driving	licence	serves	as	a	primary	form	of	identification.	Having	the
correct	name	on	your	licence	ensures	that	your	identification	aligns	with	other	official	documents.Driving	Legality:	If	you	are	stopped	by	the	police	or	need	to	show	your	licence	for	any	reason,	having	your	current	name	on	the	document	is	crucial	to	avoid	any	potential	legal	issues.Insurance	and	Records:	Insurance	companies	often	require	that	your
driving	licence	matches	your	name.	An	updated	licence	can	prevent	complications	with	claims	or	coverage.Peace	of	Mind:	Knowing	that	all	your	documentation	reflects	your	current	identity	can	give	you	peace	of	mind	and	help	avoid	unnecessary	complications.How	do	I	update	my	driving	licence	with	my	new	name?Before	you	begin	the	application
process,	ensure	you	have	the	following	documents	ready:Proof	of	Name	Change:	This	could	be	a	marriage	certificate,	divorce	decree,	or	a	deed	poll	that	officially	states	your	new	name.Current	Driving	Licence:	You	will	need	to	provide	your	existing	driving	licence	number.Personal	Details:	Be	prepared	to	provide	your	personal	details,	including	your
address	and	date	of	birth.You	can	apply	for	a	new	driving	licence	either	online	or	by	post.Visit	the	DVLA	website.Fill	out	the	online	form	with	your	details	and	upload	a	copy	of	your	proof	of	name	change.Pay	the	application	fee	(if	applicable)	using	a	debit	or	credit	card.Submit	your	application.Complete	the	paper	form	D1,	which	can	be	obtained	from
the	DVLA	website	or	local	Post	Office.Include	your	proof	of	name	change	and	current	driving	licence.Send	your	application	to	the	address	specified	on	the	form,	along	with	the	appropriate	fee.Once	your	application	is	submitted,	the	DVLA	will	process	your	request.	The	typical	processing	times	are:Online	Applications:	Approximately	3	weeks.Postal
Applications:	Up	to	6	weeks.After	processing,	you	will	receive	your	new	driving	licence	in	the	mail.	Ensure	to	check	that	all	the	details	are	correct	upon	receipt.Need	help	with	the	documents	required	for	changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence?	Chat	with	us	now!While	you	wait	for	your	new	driving	licence,	you	can	continue	to	drive	legally	as	long
as:Your	current	driving	licence	is	still	valid.You	have	notified	the	DVLA	of	your	name	change.If	you	need	to	show	identification	during	this	waiting	period,	your	current	licence	will	still	be	accepted.Can	I	drive	if	my	current	licence	is	about	to	expire?If	you	do	not	have	an	official	document	showing	your	name	change,	you	may	need	to	obtain	one.	This
could	involve	applying	for	a	deed	poll	or	other	legal	documentation.Yes,	you	can	update	your	driving	licence	after	marriage	or	divorce.	Just	ensure	you	have	the	appropriate	documentation,	such	as	a	marriage	certificate	or	divorce	decree.If	you	change	your	address	after	updating	your	name,	you	will	need	to	inform	the	DVLA	again	and	apply	for	a	new
licence	with	your	updated	address.As	of	October	2023,	the	fee	for	changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence	is	typically	20	for	online	applications	and	34	for	postal	applications.How	do	I	get	a	deed	poll	for	my	name	change?To	ensure	a	smooth	process	when	changing	your	name	on	your	driving	licence,	follow	these	recommendations:Prepare	Early:
Gather	all	necessary	documents	before	starting	your	application	to	avoid	delays.Apply	Online:	If	possible,	apply	online	to	benefit	from	faster	processing	times.Keep	Records:	Maintain	copies	of	your	application	and	any	correspondence	with	the	DVLA.Stay	Informed:	Regularly	check	the	DVLA	website	for	updates	on	processing	times	and
requirements.What	documents	do	I	need	to	change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?Navigating	legal	processes	can	sometimes	be	overwhelming,	especially	when	it	comes	to	updating	personal	documents	like	your	driving	licence.	At	Contend,	we	are	here	to	simplify	the	process	for	you.Our	AI	legal	experts	can	provide	you	with	clear,	concise	guidance
on	how	to	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence	and	what	steps	to	take	next.	Whether	you	have	questions	about	the	required	documents	or	need	help	understanding	the	application	process,	Contend	is	just	a	chat	away.Dont	let	the	complexities	of	legal	changes	stress	you	out.	Chat	now	with	Contends	legal	expert	and	get	the	support	you	need	to
ensure	your	driving	licence	reflects	your	new	name	effortlessly!For	more	info,	check	out	some	of	our	related	articles:	Your	amount	to	pay	has	been	updated	The	previous	conversion	quote	has	expired.	Here	is	your	new	quote:	If	you	want	to	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence	youll	only	be	able	to	do	so	via	post.	Simply	fill	in	a	D1	order	form	(or
Form	D2,	if	you	have	a	truck	or	lorry	licence)	and	post	it	to	DVLA	with	the	same	address	as	above.	You	will	also	need	to	submit	any	of	the	following	original	documents	to	the	DVLA	after	changing	your	name:	-A	marriage	or	civil	partnership	certificate	-A	deed	poll	-Your	decree	nisi	or	decree	absolute,	along	with	your	birth	or	adoption	certificate	or	UK
certificate	of	naturalisation	-A	statutory	declaration	When	changing	your	name	and	address,	you	will	also	need	to	provide	the	DVLA	with	your	old	drivers	licence	that	displays	your	former	name.	Additional	information	The	same	process	applies	if	you	want	to	change	your	name	title	(e.g.	Ms.	to	Dr.).	There	is	no	need	to	send	any	evidence	unless	it	is	a
hereditary	title	(e.g.	titles	of	nobility).	To	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence,	you	must	send	specific	documents	to	the	DVLA.The	primary	document	needed	is	your	current	driving	licence.You	may	also	need	to	provide	proof	of	your	new	name,	which	can	be	done	through	various	official	documents.The	process	can	usually	be	completed	online	or
via	post,	depending	on	your	circumstances.Its	important	to	ensure	that	your	name	is	updated	promptly	to	avoid	issues	with	identification	and	legal	matters.What	documents	do	I	need	to	change	my	name	on	my	driving	licence?Changing	your	name	can	be	an	important	step	in	your	life,	whether	due	to	marriage,	divorce,	or	personal	choice.	If	youve
recently	changed	your	name,	its	essential	to	update	your	driving	licence	to	reflect	this	change.	In	the	UK,	the	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency	(DVLA)	is	responsible	for	maintaining	accurate	records	of	drivers,	and	this	includes	ensuring	that	your	name	on	your	driving	licence	matches	your	current	legal	name.In	this	article,	well	guide	you	through
the	process	of	changing	your	name	with	the	DVLA,	including	what	documents	you	need	to	send,	how	to	submit	them,	and	why	its	crucial	to	keep	your	records	up	to	date.What	specific	documents	do	I	need	to	update	my	driving	licence	with	the	DVLA?Updating	your	name	with	the	DVLA	is	not	just	a	matter	of	personal	preference;	it	has	legal
implications.	Here	are	some	reasons	why	its	important:Legal	Identification:	Your	driving	licence	is	often	used	as	a	primary	form	of	identification.	If	your	name	does	not	match	your	other	identification	documents,	it	could	lead	to	confusion	or	complications	in	legal	situations.Avoiding	Fines	and	Penalties:	Driving	with	an	outdated	licence	can	result	in
fines	or	penalties	if	youre	stopped	by	the	police.Insurance	Issues:	If	your	name	is	not	updated,	it	may	affect	your	car	insurance	policy,	potentially	leading	to	complications	during	claims.How	do	I	update	my	name	with	the	DVLA?When	you	decide	to	change	your	name	with	the	DVLA,	you	will	need	to	provide	certain	documents.	Heres	a	list	of	the
primary	documents	you	may	need:Your	current	driving	licence	is	the	most	important	document.	Youll	need	to	send	it	along	with	your	application	to	change	your	name.You	must	provide	evidence	of	your	new	name.	This	can	be	done	through	various	official	documents,	such	as:Marriage	Certificate:	If	youve	changed	your	name	due	to	marriage,	a	copy	of
your	marriage	certificate	will	suffice.Deed	Poll:	If	youve	legally	changed	your	name	by	deed	poll,	youll	need	to	provide	a	copy	of	the	deed	poll	certificate.Divorce	Decree	Absolute:	If	you	reverted	to	your	maiden	name	after	a	divorce,	provide	a	copy	of	your	divorce	decree	absolute.Other	Official	Documents:	Other	documents	that	can	serve	as	proof
include	a	birth	certificate,	a	change	of	name	certificate,	or	a	government-issued	ID	that	shows	your	new	name.Youll	need	to	complete	an	application	form	for	a	driving	licence.	This	form	can	be	found	on	the	DVLAs	official	website	or	can	be	requested	by	post.What	if	I	dont	have	one	of	these	documents?You	have	two	options	for	submitting	your	name
change	to	the	DVLA:	online	or	by	post.Visit	the	DVLA	Website:	Go	to	the	official	DVLA	website.Complete	the	Application:	Fill	out	the	online	application	form	for	changing	your	name.Upload	Documents:	You	may	need	to	upload	scanned	copies	of	your	current	driving	licence	and	proof	of	your	new	name.Submit:	Once	everything	is	completed,	submit
your	application.Complete	the	Application	Form:	Fill	out	the	paper	application	form	for	changing	your	name.Include	Required	Documents:	Attach	your	current	driving	licence	and	proof	of	your	new	name.Mail	the	Application:	Send	your	completed	application	and	documents	to	the	DVLA	at	the	address	specified	on	the	form.How	do	I	get	proof	of	my
new	name	for	the	DVLA?Once	youve	submitted	your	application,	the	DVLA	will	process	it.	Heres	what	you	can	expect:Processing	Time:	The	processing	time	can	vary,	but	it	typically	takes	about	2	to	3	weeks.	If	youve	applied	online,	you	may	receive	updates	via	email.New	Driving	Licence:	If	your	application	is	successful,	youll	receive	a	new	driving
licence	reflecting	your	updated	name.Return	of	Documents:	Your	original	driving	licence	and	any	other	documents	submitted	will	be	returned	to	you.What	should	I	do	if	my	driving	licence	application	is	delayed?While	the	process	of	changing	your	name	with	the	DVLA	is	straightforward,	some	common	issues	can	arise.	Heres	how	to	avoid	them:Ensure
you	send	all	required	documents.	Double-check	your	application	to	make	sure	you	have	included	your	current	driving	licence	and	proof	of	your	new	name.Be	careful	to	fill	out	the	application	form	accurately.	Any	mistakes	could	delay	the	processing	of	your	application.If	you	need	your	new	licence	urgently,	consider	applying	online,	as	this	can
sometimes	expedite	the	process.Need	help	ensuring	all	your	documents	are	in	order	for	a	name	change	with	the	DVLA?To	ensure	a	smooth	name	change	process	with	the	DVLA,	follow	these	recommendations:Gather	Documents	Early:	Before	starting	your	application,	gather	all	necessary	documents	to	avoid	delays.Check	DVLA	Guidelines:	Visit	the
DVLA	website	to	check	for	any	updates	or	changes	to	the	application	process.Keep	Copies:	Always	keep	copies	of	your	documents	before	sending	them	to	the	DVLA.Follow	Up:	If	you	havent	received	your	new	licence	within	a	few	weeks,	dont	hesitate	to	contact	the	DVLA	for	updates.What	specific	documents	do	I	need	for	a	name	change	with	the
DVLA?At	Contend,	we	understand	that	navigating	legal	processes	can	be	daunting,	especially	when	it	comes	to	updating	important	documents	like	your	driving	licence.	Our	AI	legal	expert	is	here	to	provide	guidance	on	what	documents	you	need,	how	to	fill	out	your	application,	and	any	questions	you	may	have	regarding	the	process.With	Contend,
you	can	receive	clear,	personalized	legal	help	in	minutes,	empowering	you	to	take	action	and	ensure	that	your	legal	documents	are	always	current.Dont	waitchat	now	with	Contends	legal	expert	to	get	the	support	you	need	for	your	name	change	with	the	DVLA!For	more	info,	check	out	some	of	our	related	articles:We	use	some	essential	cookies	to
make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected
additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	DVLA	LICENCE:	You	need	a	drivers	licence	to	use	or	operate	vehicles	on	the	roads	and	highways	in	Great	Britain.DVLA	is	the	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency.	They	administer	driving	licences	in	England,	Scotland	and	Wales.	The	DVA	operates	a	similar	role	in	Northern
Ireland.The	police	and	local	authorities	enforce	the	Road	Traffic	Act	1988.	The	law	states	you	need	a	driving	licence	for	driving	vehicles	on	any	UK	highway.As	a	rule,	British	nationals	do	not	carry	identity	cards.	Even	so,	the	modern	photocard	driving	licence	may	serve	as	one,	in	certain	situations.A	UK	driving	licence	can	meet	the	same	purpose	as	an
identity	card	even	in	non-driving	situations.	For	example	it	may	confirm	proof	of	your	identity	when	opening	a	bank	account.In	most	cases,	being	the	holder	of	a	drivers	licence	will	also	verify	your	age	such	as	when	buying	fireworks	or	for	alcohol	laws	under	18.	UK	Driving	Licences	Guide	Apply	for	Provisional	or	Full	Licence	Note:	Check	the	current
cost	to	renew,	replace,	or	amend	your	driving	licence	in	the	UK.	The	section	lists	driving	licence	fees	for	the	different	types	of	licences	and	how	to	pay.	Changing	Licence	Details	Change	of	AddressThere	is	no	fee	to	change	address	on	a	driving	licence	in	the	UK.	Check	out	the	easy	process	for	changing	an	address	on	a	drivers	licence	online	or	by
post.Change	of	NameGetting	married	means	you	may	need	to	change	the	name	on	a	driving	licence.	Check	how	to	complete	form	D1	and	what	supporting	documents	you	must	send	to	DVLA.Minibus	Licence	RequirementsIn	most	cases,	you	can	drive	a	minibus	on	a	normal	car	licence	(in	the	UK).	Check	the	guide	that	explains	minibus	licence
requirements	and	the	conditions	(e.g.	minimum	age	limit).Note:	You	may	need	to	upgrade	an	automatic	car	driving	licence	so	you	can	learn	to	drive	a	manual	car.	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency	Contacting	the	DVLAThe	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency	take	between	two	(2)	and	six	(6)	weeks	to	process	applications.	You	should	wait	until	the
processing	time	has	past	before	you	contact	the	DVLA.DVLA	Vehicle	Registration	Enquiries	Telephone:	0300	790	6802	Monday	to	Friday:	8am	to	7pm	Saturday:	8am	to	2pmWe	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government
services.We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	CHANGING	NAME:	You	will	need	to	send	several	documents	to	DVLA	to	change
your	name	or	gender	including:Your	old	driving	licence	(paper	or	photocard).The	appropriate	application	form	(D1	or	D2).Any	supporting	documents	required	by	the	DVLA.Common	reasons	to	make	a	driving	licence	change	of	name	is	getting	married	or	divorced.	But,	the	same	process	applies	if	you	want	to	change	your	name	title	(e.g.	Ms.	to	Dr.).
There	is	no	need	to	send	any	evidence	unless	it	is	a	hereditary	title	(e.g.	titles	of	nobility).There	is	no	cost	to	change	the	name	or	your	gender	on	a	driving	licence	in	the	United	Kingdom.	You	can	continue	to	drive	while	waiting	for	the	new	licence	to	arrive.Note:	Changing	your	name	on	your	drivers	licence	means	you	will	need	to	update	your	V5C
vehicle	registration	certificate	(log	book).	The	process	of	changing	the	name	on	a	driving	licence	differs	in	Northern	Ireland.	Depending	on	your	situation	you	will	need	to	fill	in	either:D1	driving	form	titled	Application	for	a	driving	licence	for	a	car	or	motorbike	licence.Form	D2	titled	Application	for	a	lorry/bus	licence	for	a	lorry	or	bus	licence.Note:
You	can	order	the	relevant	form	direct	from	the	DVLA	in	Swansea	or	get	one	from	most	large	Post	Office	branches.Once	you	have	the	correct	form,	fill	it	in	and	then	send	it	to	the	Driver	and	Vehicle	Licensing	Agency.	You	will	also	need	to	send:	Note:	You	must	also	send	a	recent	passport-style	photograph	if	you	have	the	old	style	paper	driving	licence.
If	you	want	to	change	the	photograph	at	the	same	time	as	a	driving	licence	name	change	you	will	need	to	send:	Note:	There	are	no	drivers	licence	fees	for	people	aged	70	or	older	or	those	with	a	medical	short	period	licence.Unable	to	Send	the	Old	Driving	Licence?Your	old	licence	may	get	destroyed,	lost,	or	stolen.	You	can	still	apply	to	change	the
name	or	gender	on	your	driving	licence.	But,	you	must	explain	what	happened	to	the	old	licence.	You	can	add	this	particular	information	on	the	form	when	you	fill	it	in.	You	will	need	to	send	a	cheque	or	postal	order	for	20	made	payable	to	DVLA	with	the	application.We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional
cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings
at	any	time.	If	you	are	over	the	age	of	17,	you	may	have	a	UK	driver's	licence,	or	a	provisional	driver's	licence.	You	can	update	your	name	and	gender	on	either	of	these	-	both	follow	a	similar	process.	If	you	do	not	have	one,	but	would	like	one,	you	will	need	to	apply	for	a	provisional	licence.	A	driving	licence	is	a	piece	of	identification	with	your	name
on	it,	as	well	as	a	picture	of	you,	and	your	date	of	birth.	It	is	often	used	as	a	proof	of	age,	as	well	as	proof	of	ability	to	drive.	However,	you	do	not	need	to	own	a	vehicle,	or	have	passed	your	test	to	own	one.	To	change	your	name	on	your	driving	licence,	you	will	need	a	'D1	-	Application	for	a	driving	licence'	if	you	drive	a	car	or	motorbike,	or	a	'D2	-
Application	for	a	lorry/bus	licence'	if	you	drive	a	lorry	or	a	bus.	You	can	order	these	forms	here,	or	pick-up	paper	copies	from	the	Post	Office.	Forms	should	be	completed	and	returned	to	the	correct	address.	You'll	also	need	to	send	a	deed	polland	your	old	driving	licence.	If	you're	changing	your	picture,	you	will	also	need	to	send	an	appropriate
photograph	of	yourself.	Reading	the	UK	rules	and	regulations	will	help	you	avoid	breaking	them.	This	website	now	has	2,200+	pages	to	choose	from	and	our	editors	add	new	and	current	content	on	a	regular	basis.	In	fact,	daily	(as	a	rule).You	can	select	a	topic	from	the	list	of	laws	and	rules	in	the	UK	categorized	from	A	to	Z.	The	laws	of	England	and
Wales	are	also	available	under	the	Open	Government	Licence	v3.0	(OGL)	at	GOV.UK	unless	stated	otherwise.Do	you	need	some	quick	links	to	save	time?	If	so,	by	far	the	most	common	questions	and	topics	we	get	asked	about	are:	UK	Rule	of	Law	Example:The	rule	of	thumb	is	a	good	example	of	a	general	guideline	that	is	unlikely	to	get	you	into	trouble
for	not	familiarizing	yourself	with	its	meaning	or	explanation.	Learning	about	the	goals	of	the	game	life	is	positively	uplifting	and	stimulating	for	fact	seekers	and	brainiacs.	Thus,	this	example	of	the	thought-provoking	ruling	sets	the	tone	for	the	website.In	fact	the	assertion	is	not	an	actual	law	at	all.	It	is	a	method	of	generalized	practical	estimation
rather	than	exact	rulings	of	science	or	facts.	There	is	no	evidence	this	English	law	ever	existed,	however	reports	suggest	that	the	rule	of	thumb	originates	from	the	late	1700s.It	supposedly	derives	from	an	old	law	that	permitted	a	man	to	physically	beat	his	wife	with	a	cane.	Apparently	the	ruling	was	lawful	if	the	wife-beaters	thumb	was	thicker	than
the	stick	he	used	to	beat	his	wife.	UK	RulesThe	ever-increasing	laws	and	regulations	in	Great	Britain	are	set	among	the	most	stringent	in	the	world.No	one	is	above	the	rule	of	law	in	the	United	Kingdom.	The	transparent	legal	systems	contain	strict	components	which	are	freely	accessible	to	all.Welcome	to	The	UK	Rules	Community!We	do	not	create
or	enforce	rules	in	the	UK.	But,	our	team	of	researchers	and	writers	provide	clear	and	simple	answers	that	explain	the	rules	and	regulations	in	the	United	Kingdom.For	simplicity,	we	divide	the	website	into	two	main	sections	to	explain	how	the	UK	is	ruled.	So,	using	the	top	level	navigation	will	take	you	to	all	the	primary	categories	(e.g.	business	law
and	health	tips).You	can	also	get	answers	to	common	questions	on	popular	subjects,	such	as	driving	rules,	employment	law,	and	your	rights	to	benefits	entitlement.Whereas,	the	news	headline	section	lists	updated	stories	and	articles	about	rules	making	the	front	pages.	It	is	an	entertaining	way	to	stay	on	top	of	the	serious	life-changing	laws	and	the
craziest	regulations	(details	below).	Following	The	UK	RulesGathering	and	resourcing	accurate	information	on	a	range	of	given	topics	used	to	be	a	challenge.	Were	not	saying	the	Internet	should	replace	libraries.	But,	education	websites	like	this	one	make	it	easier	for	web	searchers	to	get	quick	and	simple	answers	to	questions	of	importance.So,	lets
take	a	closer	look:There	are	many	reasons	why	people	use	this	informative	website	about	British	rules	and	legislation.	After	all,	life	in	a	community	without	binding	statutes,	and	a	sprinkling	of	unwritten	rules,	is	fraught	with	danger.UK	regulations	help	to	make	up	the	countrys	constitution	and	the	UK	legal	system.	In	the	eyes	of	the	law,	it	is	the	RULE
OF	LAW	that	protects	and	guides	its	citizens.	So,	we	all	benefit	by	following	THE	UK	RULES!The	creation	and	enforcement	of	legal	requirements	provides	protection	at	work	and	in	leisure.	We	have	informal	rulings	and	unwritten	laws	that	govern	general	conduct.	One	purpose	is	to	improve	peace	and	harmony	for	people	in	the	workplace	and	in
recreation.Note:	Your	likes	and	shares	on	social	media	are	helping	us	to	grow.	Please	follow	our	Facebook	posts	or	blogging	boards	on	Pinterest	and	Twitter	or	read	more	about	The	UK	Rules	research	and	editorial	team.As	if	thats	not	enough:Obeying	the	UKs	governance,	and	following	the	laws	of	the	land,	can	feel	restrictive	at	times.	So,	we	also
explain	why	regulations	are	important	and	necessary,	such	as	in	the	rules	of	life	and	the	rules	of	sports.There	is	factual	coverage	of	UK-wide	common	laws,	along	with	governmental	and	judicial	forces	of	law.	Even	so,	we	also	like	to	stimulate	and	titillate	our	readers.Fun	and	interesting	facts	about	general	life	experiences,	besides	those	found	in
recreational	activities,	are	all	too	commonplace	in	the	UK	news	articles	sections.For	example:	Claimants	want	to	know	how	long	it	takes	to	get	a	decision	after	PIP	assessment.	The	news	article	highlights	the	dismay	of	people	on	disability	benefits	as	Personal	Independence	Payments	(PIP)	waiting	times	have	seen	a	sharp	rise	(again).There	are	a
number	of	laws	in	UK	legislation	that	defy	belief	and	seem	to	ignore	logic.	Check	out	a	list	of	silly	UK	laws	that	still	remain	in	statute	the	last	time	we	checked!The	UK	legal	system,	its	mandatory	commandments,	and	regulated	directives,	are	of	benefit	to	a	civilized	society.	They	help	to	state	clear	boundaries	and	regulate	the	behaviour	of	the
nation.As	a	rule,	breaking	these	laws	is	a	criminal	offence	in	Britain	and	enforced	by	the	police	and	the	UK	legal	system.We	include	a	big	section	on	sporting	regulations	and	competitive	games.	Among	the	most	popular	games	played	in	England,	are	football	rules	and	the	court	games	of	badminton	and	netball.In	case	you	were	wondering:There	are
several	big	sections	covering	childrens	rules	and	matters	related	to	relationships.	Browsing	through	the	categories	will	help	parents	establish	house	rules	for	kids	and	toddlers.	Check	out	a	list	of	child	safety	guidelines	to	help	improve	family	life	and	the	well-being	of	youngsters.	UK	Rules	in	the	NewsAnd	finallyWe	have	a	section	that	delivers	daily
headline	makers	and	the	biggest	news	stories	around	Great	Britain.	Many	of	these	strange	but	true	news	reports	and	statute	rulings	defy	the	laws	of	common	sense	and	comprehension.So,	head	over	to	the	news	and	articles	categories	if	you	have	time	to	read	some	write-ups.	You	will	find	a	plethora	of	bloggable	anecdotes,	free	eBooks,	and	inspiring
bulletins.	If	you	are	living	in	the	UK	want	to	drive,	you	will	need	a	British	drivers	license.	This	doesn't	necessarily	mean	you	have	to	do	the	drivers	test	again.	The	minimum	age	for	driving	in	the	UK	is	17	for	a	motor	car	(up	to	3.5	tonnes	laden)	or	motorcycle	over	50cc	and	16	for	a	motorcycle	(moped)	up	to	50cc,	an	invalid	carriage	and	certain	other
vehicles.	For	commercial	vehicles	up	to	7.5	tonnes	laden,	the	minimum	age	is	18	and	for	heavy	goods	vehicles	(HGV),	its	21.	Driving	licences	are	issued	for	certain	categories	of	vehicles,	e.g.	category	A	is	for	a	motorcycle,	B	is	for	a	car,	C	is	for	a	truck	and	D	is	for	a	bus.	Holders	of	a	full	foreign	driving	licence	or	an	international	driving	permit	may
drive	in	the	UK	for	one	year.	If	you	hold	a	licence	from	a	European	Economic	Area	(EEA)	member	state	or	a	licence	issued	in	Australia,	Barbados,	British	Virgin	Islands,	Cyprus,	Gibraltar,	Hong	Kong,	Japan,	Kenya,	Malta,	New	Zealand,	Singapore,	Switzerland	or	Zimbabwe,	you	can	obtain	a	British	driving	licence	in	your	first	year	in	the	UK,	without
taking	a	driving	test.	If	you	dont	apply	during	your	first	year,	you	arent	permitted	to	drive	after	this	period	until	youve	passed	a	driving	test.	If	you	hold	a	licence	issued	by	a	country	that	isnt	listed	above,	you	must	take	a	driving	test	during	your	first	year	in	the	UK.	If	you	dont	pass	the	driving	test	during	your	first	year,	you	must	apply	for	a	provisional
licence	and	drive	under	restricted	conditions	(e.g.	with	a	qualified	driver)	until	youve	passed	your	test.	Some	foreign	licences	(for	example	those	printed	in	Arabic	or	Japanese)	must	be	translated	into	English	or	an	international	driving	permit	must	be	obtained	before	arrival.	To	apply	for	a	British	driving	licence,	you	must	obtain	an	application	form
(D1)	and	form	D100	(which	explains	what	you	need	to	know	about	driver	licensing)	from	any	post	office.	An	eye	test	certificate	isnt	required,	although	you	must	be	able	to	read	a	number	plate	at	67	feet	(20.5m)	in	daylight,	with	glasses	or	contact	lenses,	if	necessary	(youre	tested).	British	licences	now	contain	a	photograph	and	come	in	two	parts;	a
plastic,	credit-card	size	identity	card	and	a	paper	licence	(old	paper-only	licences	can	be	exchanged	for	a	photocard	licence).	Complete	form	D1	and	send	it	to	the	DVLA	with	the	appropriate	postcode	(shown	on	the	form)	and	the	following:	Your	foreign	driving	licence	and,	if	applicable,	an	international	driving	permit,	which	are	returned	to	you;	A
permanent	address	in	the	UK;	A	cheque	or	postal	order	for	the	fee	(not	cash	or	banknotes).	Your	British	driving	licence	is	sent	to	you	around	one	week	later	and	is	valid	until	age	70.	Dont	forget	to	sign	it.	After	the	age	of	70,	it	must	be	renewed	every	three	years,	provided	you	remain	fit	to	drive.	However,	you	must	declare	any	health	problems	which
might	make	you	unfit	to	drive	at	any	time	and	not	just	when	applying	for	a	licence.	An	international	driving	permit	is	required	if	you	intend	to	drive	in	some	countries.	This	may	vary	depending	on	which	driving	licence(s)	you	hold.	Check	with	one	of	the	motoring	organisations.	An	international	driving	licence,	valid	for	one	year	only,	is	obtainable	from
these	organisations	for	4,	either	in	person	or	by	post.	You	must	provide	a	passport-size	photograph	and	the	fee	and	complete	a	form	giving	details	of	your	British,	Northern	Ireland	or	British	Forces	Germany	(BFG)	driving	licence.	Holders	of	a	British	or	foreign	car	driving	licence	can	ride	a	motorcycle	of	up	to	125cc	in	the	UK	without	obtaining	a
special	licence.	For	motorcycles	over	125cc,	you	must	have	a	motorcycle	licence.	Foreign	licences	issued	by	EU	member	states	and	certain	other	countries,	can	be	exchanged	for	a	British	licence	within	five	years	of	becoming	resident	in	the	UK.	If	you	change	your	permanent	address	within	the	UK,	you	must	notify	the	DVLA	as	soon	as	possible	by
completing	the	section	on	the	back	of	your	British	licence	and	returning	it	to	the	address	shown.	A	new	licence	is	issued	free	of	charge	(if	you	have	an	old-style	paper	licence,	you	receive	a	photocard	licence).	You	can	be	fined	a	maximum	of	50	if	you	fail	to	notify	the	DVLA	of	a	change	of	address.	A	new	licence	is	issued	for	the	following	reasons:	You
wish	to	exchange	an	old-style	paper	licence	for	a	photocard	licence;	Your	licence	has	been	lost,	stolen,	destroyed	or	defaced;	To	receive	a	clean	licence	after	the	expiry	of	endorsements	(see	below);	To	add	or	remove	provisional	motorcycle	group	D	or	add	new	groups	to	a	full	licence;	To	obtain	a	new	licence	after	a	period	of	disqualification;	To
exchange	a	Northern	Ireland	licence	for	a	UK	licence.	A	provisional	licence	is	exchanged	free	for	a	full	licence	after	passing	a	driving	test.	A	policeman	can	ask	to	see	your	driving	licence	at	any	time	and	you	must	either	produce	it	immediately	or	take	it	personally	to	a	police	station	(named	by	you)	within	seven	days.	Driving	without	a	licence	or	while
disqualified	attracts	a	heavy	penalty.	Court	convictions	for	many	motoring	offences	result	in	an	endorsement	of	your	licence,	which	means	youre	given	a	number	of	penalty	points.	Most	offences	earn	a	fixed	number	of	penalty	points	(e.g.	speeding	usually	merits	three	penalty	points),	but	some	are	at	a	courts	discretion.	If	you	want	to	request	a	court
hearing	for	a	fixed	penalty	offence,	you	must	usually	do	so	within	28	days.	If	you	dont	pay	a	fine	within	the	set	period	it	may	be	increased	dramatically.	Some	offences	cannot	be	dealt	with	under	the	fixed	penalty	system	and	you	must	appear	in	court.	If	you	total	12	or	more	penalty	points	within	three	years,	youre	automatically	disqualified	from	driving
for	a	minimum	of	six	months.	If	you	already	have	points	on	your	licence	and	a	new	offence	would	bring	your	points	total	to	12	or	more,	you	must	appear	in	court	(as	only	a	court	can	disqualify	you	from	driving).	If	youve	been	disqualified	in	the	past	three	years,	you	usually	lose	your	licence	for	a	minimum	of	one	year	(two	previous	disqualifications
normally	lead	to	a	two-year	ban).	You	can	be	disqualified	for	a	single	offence,	such	as	drunken	or	reckless	driving,	which	can	also	result	in	a	prison	sentence	where	injury	or	death	resulted.	If	you	drive	while	disqualified,	you	can	receive	a	prison	sentence	and	have	your	car	confiscated.	The	length	of	time	endorsements	remain	on	a	driving	licence
depends	on	the	offence,	e.g.	its	11	years	from	the	date	of	conviction	for	offences	involving	drunken	driving	and	four	years	for	all	other	offences	from	the	date	of	the	offence	or	the	date	of	the	conviction.	You	can	apply	for	the	removal	of	a	penalty	point	endorsement	after	three	years	from	the	date	of	the	offence.	You	can	also	apply	for	a	disqualification
of	four	years	or	longer	to	be	lifted	after	a	minimum	period	of	two	years.	You	must	apply	for	a	new	licence	(using	form	D1)	after	a	period	of	disqualification.	Further	information	about	driving	licences	can	be	obtained	from	Customer	Enquiries	(Drivers)	Group,	DVLA,	Sandringham	Park,	Swansea	SA7	0EE	(0870-240	0009,	www.dvla.gov.uk).	This	article
is	an	extract	from	Living	and	working	in	Britain.	Click	here	to	get	a	copy	now.	Do	you	have	any	comments,	updates	or	questions	on	this	topic?	Ask	them	here:	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.Wed	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.We
also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even
commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in
any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license
permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights
may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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