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No new notifications You’ll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. Telegram is adding a new group voice chats feature that’s similar to an always-on Discord room. Voice chats are now part of existing text chats, and operate as a persistent option to speak live with friends or family. As they’re
always available, you can dip in and out of voice chats just like you would in a Discord room or call.Telegram is supporting “a few thousand participants,” so even bigger groups for things like live events will include voice chats. The feature appears at the top of an existing group chat, if enabled, allowing anyone to join the conversation freely. On the
desktop versions of Telegram for Windows and Mac, you can also use a push-to-talk key for voice chats to control your microphone input.Telegram’s new voice chat overlay for Android. TelegramTelegram has also built a useful voice chat overlay for Android, which operates as a system-wide floating widget. It lets you see who’s talking or operate
microphone and mute options when Telegram is running in the background.At the moment group voice chats is focused on audio, but Telegram says it’s adding video and screen sharing features in the coming weeks. If you're interested in trying out group voice chats you’ll need to be an admin of a group to enable the feature in the group settings
menu.Alongside the group voice chats option, Telegram CEO Pavel Durov has revealed that the service is nearing 500 million users. Telegram now plans to monetize its service with an ad platform that’s designed for one-to-many public channels. Durov describes the platform as “one that is user-friendly, respects privacy and allows us to cover the
costs of servers and traffic.”Update December 23rd 6:15AM ET: Article updated with Telegram monetization plans. Facebook Messenger’s feature improvements aren’t stopping with the recent chatbot push. Now, anyone with Messenger for Android or iOS can now initiate a group voice call for up to 50 people. The feature builds on Facebook’s group
text chatting feature. Inside a group chat, you should soon see a red phone icon. Tap that button and your call will start. Once the call is ongoing, a new screen allows you to manage participants. Users should see the phone option worldwide by Thursday, Facebook messaging chief David Marcus said in a recent post on the social network. The new
calling feature applies only to voice calls. Video calls are still a one-to-one affair, but that may change in the coming months as Messenger looks to reach feature parity with Hangouts and Skype. Tech companies appear to believe that messaging apps are the next great frontier for gaining and keeping users. That’s why Facebook has been so hard at
work adding new features over the past year such as third-party app integration, bots, payments, and more. Why this matters: With 980 million users worldwide, Messenger is easily one of the most popular messaging apps in the world. That puts it in a good spot if “messaging apps as a platform” is truly the next big thing in consumer technology. It’'s
far from clear, however, if all these additional features to Messenger will catch on with most users—or if bots, games, and payments will remain niche features appealing to a small audience. Rahul Ramachandram/Shutterstock If you already use WhatsApp to message your friends and family, why not use it for group voice and video calls, as well?
WhatsApp now supports up to eight people on a voice or video call. In WhatsApp, there are a few different ways you can start a group voice or video call. You can create an impromptu group just for that call, or you can call from within an existing group chat. We’ll walk you through both methods below. How to Start a Call From the Calls Tab Because
WhatsApp voice and video calls are so popular (not to mention free), the app has a separate Calls section on both iPhone and Android. After you open WhatsApp, tap “Calls.” On Android, you’ll find this tab at the top of the screen. On an iPhone, tap “Calls” in the bottom toolbar. Now, tap the Call button. On Android, it’s at the bottom right of the
“Calls” screen. On an iPhone, you'll find the Call button in the top-right corner. Tap the search box and search for contacts you want to add to the group call. Tap a contact to add that person to the call. You can add up to eight participants. After all your contacts are added, you’ll see two buttons on the right-hand side of the participants’ list. Tap the
Phone button if you want to make a simple group voice call. To make a video call, tap the Video button. The call will be placed instantly. Once the participants accept the call, you’ll see them in their individual boxes. WhatsApp group calls are pretty free-flowing. You can turn a video call into a voice call (or vice-versa) any time. Just tap the Video
button to enable or disable your video. You can also add more participants at any time using the Add Contacts button in the top row. When you’re done with the group call, tap the End button. How to Make Group Voice and Video Calls Using WhatsApp Group Chats Searching and adding people every time you want to make a group call can be a chore.
This can be avoided if you already have a WhatsApp group with the people you want to talk to. If not, you can create a group, as well. Go to a WhatsApp group chat and tap the Call button in the top-right corner. A pop-up will ask you to select the people you want to add to the call (on the latest version of WhatsApp, you can add up to eight). After
selecting all of your contacts, tap the Phone button to make a group voice call, or the Video button to make a group video call. Want to add some fun to your WhatsApp messages? Try creating your own sticker pack! RELATED: How To Make Your Own Sticker Pack for WhatsApp on iPhone and Android Microsoft's GroupMe app recently surveyed users
on new features it would like to see.Features like voice and video chat, publicly searchable groups, and more are suggested.GroupMe was founded in 2010, acquired by Skype in 2011, which Microsoft then bought.If added, these features could let Microsoft compete against Telegram, Signal, and WhatsApp.Microsoft's GroupMe messaging app,
bought by Skype and then by Microsoft in 2011, has always been an odd duck. The app is surprisingly popular on US college campuses for class projects and it is a fun and funky messenger app.But a recent survey of its users suggests the developers behind GroupMe are looking to expand the current private-group-focused service significantly,
making it on par with Telegram, Signal, and the Facebook Messenger/WhatsApp duopoly.The survey, which was sent out over the last few days, had seven main questions and ratings for the service's users regarding potential new features:How do you use GroupMe?Find groups you are interested inGet notified of groups you are interested inGoogle
Docs integrationIntegrate with your primary calendarCreate and join video callsCreate and join audio callsThe first was a general question about how people use GroupMe with choices like groups for work, church, gaming, friends, youth (coaching, mentoring), and school projects.The other six appear to be features that the GroupMe team is thinking
of implementing and looking for feedback on priority and interest. Users were asked to respond with such options as 'I like it,"' 'T expect it," 'I dislike it, and I can't accept it.'Source: Windows Central (Image credit: Source: Windows Central)Ironically, for an app named GroupMe, there are no public groups that users can search for within the app.
Instead, it relies on invites or shared links. But general searching of open groups based on hobbies, sports, politics, religion, and more are an increasingly popular feature found in apps like Telegram, Signal, and WhatsApp. Microsoft is also gauging if people want to be notified proactively of groups related to a user's activities.However, adding public
groups and searchability would be a big undertaking as it would presumably require some content moderation, something other messaging services are contending with.Google Docs integration makes sense since many US college students use GroupMe for classes, so sharing Google Docs would seem like an obvious addition. The same with
integrating with a user's primary calendar is becoming increasingly popular for scheduling ease.Perhaps the most curious is bringing voice and video call support to GroupMe. Despite being under the tutelage of Skype, GroupMe never could integrate with the legacy VOIP service. Last year, Microsoft finally did add the Skype' group call' feature,
which creates a link to hand off calls to Skype. It is a simple kludge, but it sounds like Microsoft may thinking of adding some native VOIP and video support directly.GroupMe: A slow burnMicrosoft has quite a few messaging services these days, with Skype and Teams being the biggest. However, neither has turned into a consumer-preferred option
despite the attempted push at Microsoft Teams for personal use.Of course, one is right to criticize Microsoft for being years behind the curve. GroupMe always had a decent following, but it never received much support from Microsoft, with only a slow trickle of new features (and dark mode) over the years.All of that may be changing, however.
Recent additions like "Campus Connect" let users find groups based on a college email address. There is also the new 'reply to comment' feature, which is common amongst every other messenger platform. When combined with the above survey, it sounds like Microsoft finally realizes that GroupMe's charming UI, emojis, and famous "heart" like
feature may have more potential than it thought.GroupMe is currently available on iOS, Android, Windows 10, Xbox, and the web. Just a few days after Slack began putting pressure on Skype with its group video-calling feature, Facebook is joining the battle to dethrone Skype as the default video conferencing queen. Back in April, Facebook launched
group voice calls on its Messenger app for mobile, and now the full version is ready for your desktop. This weekend, the social media giant confirmed to TechCrunch that Facebook is indeed in the process of rolling out a “small test” for its desktop version of group voice calls. If you’re one of the lucky chosen, you’ll see a phone icon in your group chat,
which you can click on in order to invite your chat friends to a call. Slowly but surely, Facebook is attempting to commandeer every single one of your communication methods. Unsurprisingly, Mark Zuckerberg’s ubiquitous social network isn’t the only app that is also incorporating voice and video into its functionality. As we mentioned earlier, Slack
has also rolled out its own version of video calling, and popular apps like WeChat and WhatsApp offer similar functionality. On Saturday, Facebook-owned Oculus also launched a voice calling feature called Parties, which allows for VR-to-VR calls. The social media platform has been in the audio calling game for quite some time now, first introducing
the feature on desktop three years ago. But now, rather than only facilitating one-on-one conversations, it’s trying to make conversations even more social, with group functionality becoming more popular than ever. And now that group voice calls have begun to make their appearance on the full desktop version of Messenger, it could be just a matter
of time before group video chats join as well. So look out, Skype — your days at the top of the heap may be numbered. Editors' Recommendations
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